National Council
for Japanese American Redress

925 West Diversey Parkway, Chicago, Illinois 6061k

INFORMATIONAL BULLETIN NO. 1

Did you know ...

That the Bureuzu of Motion Fictures of the Office of VWar Inform: tion
icsued in October 1942 = epeci:l bulletia to the motion picture industry "to
exerci.e extreme di.cretion in the treatment of Japunese-Americsns on the
ccreen." The OWI declared th:zt the wholesule evicusztion of Juapanese Lmerican
communities was "sn admizsion that the government found it impo:icible in a
short time to segres:te tne dicloyal from the loyal." The bulletin urther
steted thot military off'icisls pointed out the following: "...the concentra-
tion:; near the West Coast ol these people who look like our Jzpsanewe enemies
enormously complicated the defense of our Cozzt:l areas; hence, in the interec:t
of national safety, the; were evicuated"! .o tae Jzpsnese htmeric.acs vere mace
to pay the price for the inability of the War Departmeant to be able to detes:.
the loyzl from the possibly disloyal perzoncs.

That Executive Order 9060, issued by rresident Roosevelt on Febru-
ary 19, 1942, euthorizing the iecretery of War &nd milit:ry commanders to
prescribe militcry aress from which' to exclude persons), «nd' the numerous
exclusion orders expelling Jepsnese Americens from Western stutes were deliber-
s tely designed by the highest authorities in government so that 2c soon as the
Japanese were removed, FProclamations would be, and were, issued to exempt zay
ma=s evzcustion of Germsn and Italian slienc.

That not only the military end Westera stetes offiedals,sbut #lso
top eivilizn zuthorities in Mashington orchestr=tea=the ~emov:1 of Japesnese
Lmeriecens €515 th=t ''there was no w=y to distinguish between the
loyal =nd the disloyal." 1In coatraszt, it was determined that through speciecl
hesrings, the War Department would be able to cegregute thousands of suspectea
Itzlizau =nd “ermans on sn individual basis.

Thet the lezzlity of the exclucion &nd confinement of Americzn
citizens, psrticularly the Japanese fmericans, continued to trouble the offi-
cial: responsible for the evacuation throughout the 1942-1945 period. . To
counteract civicipated litigation by victims of the exclusion orders, the
VWiar Depsrtment had draited a bill to Congress proposing the suspension of the
7rit 0” hobeus corpus (due process of law) iu order to Justify the bletunt
violation of the United States Constitution.

That, in sddition to the Wer Departmeat und other federsl zutrnori-
ties, a Pacific Coast Delegation of congres-men und Western stztes government
lezders petitioned the Fresident for expulsion of zll Jzpanece Americzns;
this event occurred in February of 1942.

Thet, if the War Department had indeed implemented the initisl
exclusion order to expel German and Italizn zliens, thousznds of lesders in
goverament, the military, commerce, industry, lsbor, churches, etc., and/or
their families or relatives may have been subjected to the same treztment as
the Jepanese; such as Lt. Gen. Walter Krueger, Generzl MachArthur's Chief of
Staff; Mayor Fiorello LaGuerdia of New York City; Dillon Myer, Director of
the Var Relocaztion Authority; Herbert Wecksler, Assistant Attorney Genersl
of the Department of Justice; Charles Poletti, Specizl Assistant to the Secre-
teary of War; Brigadier General Joe E. Loutzenheiser, Hgs. Army Air Force, and
countless others who had importent stotus in this country. The Japanese Ameri-
cang, in contrast, had very, very few advocates to fight for their rights, and
no one in high government or influential positions dered to speak out sgzinst
the injustice perpetrated against the Japanese Americans.

That, in violation of the United States Code, the Census Bureau
provided the War Department and the War Relocation Authority with raw dats
files and special tabulations involving at least 80,000 individuzl Japanese
Americans. The confidentiality promised by the Census Burezu to =1l U.S.
residents was breached.
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That evacuees who were forced to leave their Jjobs and who applied
from the camps for unemployment compensation were denied those benelits by
the Californis Employment Commission because the clalmants were "not aveil-
able for work." '

That in 1942, a local government official in Yolo County, Cali-
fornia, attempted to huve Congress pass legislation revoking the U.DL.
citizenship of Japanese Americans.

Thet the Federal Communications Commission investijted repeated
nllegations by the War Department of illeg=l radio transmission by Japanese
Americans during the pre-evacuation period, and that not one of the incidents
was found to be vazlid; yet the Wer Department chose toO disregrrd these FCC
reports. These fal:ze claims influenced the judgment of such persons g Wzlter
Lippman 2ad Earl Warren who, therefore, pressed for «=nd supported the evacuc-
tion movement.

That the Department of Justice refused to prosecute a very large
number of individusl exclusion czses brought to it by the War Department on
the grounds that Public Law 503, providing for detention of persons violatiug
curfew restrictions =ad travel regulstions in militury areas, was too broud
and sweeping in scope-to support such litigution.

That the Registration Form, containing those infzmous wuestions
Nos. 27 and 28, populsrly referred to by interned victime zs "the loy:lty
questionncire," was drawn up with the ussistance of Japanese Americans who
"cooperated" with the U.S5. government intelligence azgencies.
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. Those ‘h =placed zovernment officizls, instrumental in developing
znd implementing the mass evac on of Japanese Americans, should be

required to tell the true story behiund this gross miscarriage of Justice
on the part of the U.S. government.

The facts stated sbove are documented in now-declassified files of
the United States government. If you feel that these and other heretofore
relatively unknown facts should be brought before the courts and into the
public eye, we urge you to join the Nationual Council for.Japanese American
Redress in its lew suit agsinst the government to obtein monetary compensation
for the victims.
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