National Council
for Japanese American Redress

Dear Friends,
This is an appeal for Justice -- long overdue.

On December 7, 1941, my family heard about Pearl Harbor after we returned
home from church in North Hollywood, California. In the evening, two men
from the FBI came and took away my father, Daisuke Hohri. He was pastor
of our tiny Christian congregation. Apparently, the law provides for the
apprehension and imprisonment of "dangerous" enemy aliens in time of war.

Four months later, the remaining members of our family, along with
thousands of others of Japanese ancestry, were taken to a desolate site,
a barbed wire and guard tower enclave dubbed "Manzanar." In the ensuing
weeks the entire Japanese-American west coast population was expelled and
imprisoned.

Our removal was accomplished under a presidential order. The order
was carefully crafted to sound Constitutional, but was, as history reveals,
racist in its intent and execution. Moreover, there was no basis in the
order for our sustained detention in concentration camps. Indeed, the legal
standards applied to American citizens of Japanese ancestry were inferior
to those covering "dangerous" enemy aliens. Their detention was based in
the law; ours was not. They received a hearing; we did not. They were
covered by the Geneva Convention; we worked for five cents an hour, a rate
far below the Geneva requirement.

Compensation to victims of such a miscarriage of justice is enunciated
as a fundamental human right in Article 10 of the American Convention on
Human Rights, to which our nation 1is a signatory:

"Every person has the right to be compensated in accordance with
the law in the event he has been sentenced by a fina dgment
through a miscarriage of Justice."

This principle of compensation is firmly embedded in our American practice
of law.

We, the National Council for Japanese American Redress, have been actively
seeking compensatory redress since May, 1979. We proposed, supported, and worked
towards the passage of redress legislation, a bill introduced by Rep. Mike
Lowry. We testified in both Senate and House hearings. K We lobbied vigorously
in Washington and within the Japanese-American communities and with religious
and civil rights groups. Our bill, designed simply to compensate the victims,
lost in the political arena of Capitol Hill to pallid legislation which would
merely study the issue. So instead of redress, we now have the Commission
on Wartime Relocation and Intermment of Civilians.

The purpose of the Conmission is to "determine whether any wrong was
committed."

Whether any wrong was committed?

An Issue for All Americans









Making a Pledge.

Please fill out the form and use the enclosed envelope to mail
your pledge to us. We are in the process of establishing a Redress
Legal Fund with a major Protestant denomination. We expect that Fund
to enable your contribution to be tax-deductible. Also, we want to
make sure that we do raise enough initially to see our way through
to the end. We will notify those who do pledge as soon as a decision

is made, one way or the other.
mail to: Nmtional Council for Japanese American Redress
Please accept my pledge and my vote to proceed:

$1,000 as one of the Forty-seven Ronin.*

$100 and my hope that hundreds more will do the same.

3 and my very best wishes for success.
Y e e e e SEL g e
RS et i W S e
City: State: Zip:

*The Forty-seven Ronin, in a famous Japanese story, obtained justice
through their self-sacrifice. We have five so far. Only forty-two
to go.
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