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"Redress Commission on Wartime “‘elocation and Internment of Civilians
- June 187 1981

Herbert V. Nicheclson, Qusker missionary to Japan 1915 - 1940, 1950 -1961

Worked with interned Japanese‘z duriig war and took milk goats to Japan

and “orea 1948 anrd 49. ©cuin ,/’WM,VW 19490 —14901.

Born ,ffochester, N, X Niseias perents born in #ngland

I should have gone to lanzanar with my church, Sawtelle Japanese linited Lethodict.

but because my hair was the wrong color I had to stay et home and de what I cculc
to help them in their time of trcuble. I was hounded by the F. B, I. and spent one
night in a count¥y jail in Colorado ac a Jaranese sphe. I was also called "vap
lover" and other such names . I end ry twe sons had hernia operations from lifting
too much Jaranese furniture. Ferhanrs we need redress of sone kind!

]I feel honored to be given & few minutes at this hearing a d believe thzt ny
wide experience with Japanese both in Japan and America will be of special velue.

I would 1llke to place those who need redress in ﬁ%.,:‘ catagories.

First. PFotentizlly Dangirf:_s]élﬁ.qf%er preaching in Jg;anese and £nglish at our
church in West Los Angeles , news caume ofer the radio zbout Pealrly Harbor Feee—tor
1941, We gethered our churcf. menbers at the church ar what a pathetic group
we were. Vords can not describe the terrible feeling a2s we realized that our Itwo
coufttries were at war with loved ones and many dear friends on the othcr side.
We knew we were facing a2 serious future with anti-Jepraneese feeling so étrong
in Gzl ii‘orniai.

That evening I had supper with the “akamoto fanilx‘and old Gisuke Sakamoto
told me thzt he was on the F, B. I. black list as he had b en in the Japenese army
in the&‘usso-da;anese wax{He said there were about 200 such mer including old ur.
Hiraiwa of Fasadena who was in the Chino-Jepanese'war in the last century. Sure
enough & local policeman came about eight o'clock to get Palamoto San. He was
very much em{barrassed because he bought vegetzlbes andfruit at the,fakamoto shop

and knew the o0ld man was an honest law-abiding person in spite of not beirg a

citizen beczuse of a law that broke our bill of rights. Llirs. Sakamoto served him
tea and cakes and the dear old gentleman was taken away in disgrace to the police
station. I found out tie next day that he had becen taken to the Terminel Islanc

Immigration prison, so I went down there tr==wextzday.&V omet -

Besides the army veterans a lot of fisherman and the cream of the Isseil
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communities up and down the coast were picked up that night - about 600 in all —
including fifty wormen. The men were later taken to Liscoula

Becanse of public orinion more an?lbre Issei were taken till finally about
4,500 were i~ custody. The Znerican ‘rierds “ervice Comnmittee asked me to visit
homes where men had been ricked up and + went with two other Quakers all thru
Inrerial Valley and from San Yiego up to Seattle visiting such homes. Yrom there
I went to lissoulz where I was witnes; in nany hearings and interpreter in 52.
Vhat absurd attemrts at justice theﬁwere! Vhen at the last hearings in Santa re
I had tea with Lkr. and lrs. Zdward J. Ennis, who was in charge e{ all this business.
He told me that they never found a single case of espionage or sébotage an%&et nad
to keep some in detention beczuse of public opinion! I wish you wo™ld check on
this and then try to find any of these potentially dangercus persons who might still
be aline, or perhars their sons ar.d daughters a d write a message of apology and
perhars give a token gift. Also a handful of Niﬁei were put in jail without any
reason, such as Togo ‘znaka and Gordon Hirabayeshi. Wilﬂyou forgive us Togo?
Second. Those who moved voluntarily East or into Zone B, of Califomia. I would
like to mention Dr. Yamaguchi and his doctor wife and another Nisei doctor who moved
their clinic to Del fley,rented & small hotel and fixed it up as a hospital at an
exrense of about $10,000. They received a notice that they had to go to a relocation
center.ArSix f;;mér families moved fro:: Palos Verdes to negr Porterville,]rented
sevferzl hundred acres, clesred the lard a.d flanted to.atoes. They h d to go to
a camp before they piclked & single tonztoe. Does that mske sense?
Third A1l who were taken to relocation certers, often via asser:bly centers,
surely need.redresg especially since they coorerated so wonderfully. what other
ménority grour in America would have beentreated that way wiihout de monstrations
and many problems. we Irish wouid have kicled over t«é traces!
Fourth  Terminal Island and Bainbriqzc forced removals on 48 housrs notice surely
need compensation. ihat an unnecessary suffering to iupose on those folks!

Fifth Nisei caught in Japan and unjustly inrrisoned, such as Toroyo Kawakita,

and Tokyo Kose. I wonder if sne ever got her 10,000 fine returned. 9Shen therc
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. In conclusion, I have given two of you a 1little book, "‘aliant Odyssey,"
ané?ore some of vou have read it. On the back cover is a picture of me speaking
to the essembled multitude at the dedication of sansarar as an historical site,
April lA{ 1973. I would suggest thzt you finish your report with something
like what I said a2t that time. "Will you please forgive us as we pledge
vhole-heartedly to join with you in the determination that such a thing as

concentration camps shall neve{happen‘again in our b loved céuntry."

Ak! 7%w

Herbert V. Nicholson .

July 15, 1981
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