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Testirony of June Kizu for
Netionel Josiition for Relress/Reperetions
Commiscicn on Wertlme Relocaticn #nd Internment of Civiliens
ugust 5, 1821
Good efternoon Commissioners and welcome tc lcs Angeles.
I am June Kizu, representing tre Southern Celifornia Chenter of
H & )

the Nationasl Cozlition for Redress and Reperstions (NCRR).

vwe are & Zressroots organizetlion vhich began here in les

Angelee in July, 1520 when severeal community groups Jjolned tcsetler
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to Torm <re Coelition. Ve now heve orgenizations and incividual

Englané Strtes to the Scuth to Alsekxa and Hewell.
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e have played & mgjor role in relatinz the attitudes ané views
of tre community on thils 1iesue.

e heve besed our principles upon tre strong feelings of

tre community and on the vwezlth of literature and documents which
ere elreecdy availzble.

%e heve hesrd vivid end moving testironies deecribing tre
violetion of Constitutionzal rights, abuses of governnentsal power
end mechinery, racism, econonic motives, ané medle menipuletion.

The questior we put to ++ie Commission is: how does tle
governzent intend to mesgure tre effect snd scope of the evecustlon
and row will it enact proper lecislation to remedy tre injustice?
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The meesurement and scope of the demages nucst te deterniined
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larzelr by this Commisslon. Flesse keep in nind thet real proper

1noss estimetes rzve been grosely underestimated; that psycholog?
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enotional and eoclologicel demagee; three yeers of peoﬁles lives;
ené the violetions of Constitutioneal rights cre tremendous loeses.
we Gsmrnd tn=t tne United States government return the
three yesrs out of our lives,
we denrnd thzt the United Stztes government mend our fTamily
and cultural tiles.
Wwe cemend thst the TUnited Stetes government return our Issel
perents whe dled in cemp.

We erend thet the United States government restore cur priije
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end dignity for our yeers of living under this st
But we Inow these thingss 2re not fully reeli:zetle.
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The Netionel Cozlition for Redress c¢n
believes thst this Commisslion should place the priority on correct-
ing the injustice &nd subzmit the following concrete sclutiones to
Congress.

FIRST, we askx the continuing educstion of the public about the
truth of this event e€o thpt American people of today and in the
future mey learn from end not repest pest mistekes.

SECOND, we ztek the Commission to recommend whatever 1s necessary
ané appropriate tc overturn the legzal basis for the evacuation
order so thet no brench of government can erbitrarily strip away

the freedom &nd civil liberties of any group.of people.
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TEIRD, we insist that the government include those of ociker

races and nationalitles who suffered similer unjust actions o7 tre

government inclucding the Aleutien/Pribiloff Islanders and Peruviens.
FCURTH, ve gs8x “or a comnunity fund tc help compensete for

the eociolozicszl cemzges done by the evacuetion.

AND LOST IMPCRTANTLY, we strongly call for direct monetary
compensgticn tc each victim of the concentration camps, or to their
heirs who were affected by Executive Order 9066, §25,000 for each
individuel should be the minimuwm, I repeet the Hinimum sterting
point for the figure of compens&tion, tsaxing into consideration the

& upon tke victincs, community

40

totel effect end scope of the drmeg
end succeeding generetlions.

Trere hns vYeen some ¢éiscuesion of reparetion in the form of
returning some of the lané thet was taken from the Japanese during

WII - land thet wes cultivated and brought to fertility by loving
ané lsboring Japsnese hends. This ie an 1ssue thet 1s undergoing
further 1nve§tigetion end discusseion,

The Rafu Shimpo Newspaper, with a resdership of 30,0C0,
conducted & survey on Japanese American attitudes on Redrese and
Reperations. The results which were published on July 22, 1631
confirmel thet the testimonles up to now ha&ve been effirning oné
reeffirming. O0Of the 3,74S people who respohdad:

9?% (6,700) fupported redress
€3,5% called for direct individuel monetary peyment
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Trhe mocst o*ten heerd resson for not offering monetery ccmpensa-
tion is thet i1t 1es unrealistic considering the political mature of
_our precent budget-minded Congress. We meintein thet this 1is not
e political budget item. We belleve the government hae the money
to grent Jepaneee Amerlicans Just compensetion. It is a metter of
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\ priorities, and this is of the highest priority. A large chunk of
\ the federsl budget is spent on the military while drestic cuts in

\ heelth, education, and welfzde affect millions of Americens,

nother argument ageinst monetary payment 1s "Yes, a wrong

o

wes done, tut the Japanese heve 21l nade it &nywey." We dc not
trink the present economic status of Jepanece americans has any
relevence to whether or not we should be compensated for whatl was

elreadyv worxed for by the Isseil, end wes loet., Secondly, to set the

record straight, we are not all prcfessionals. lUcst of us are

working people - gardeners, prcduce workers, clericel, smell buei-

ness people who have worked to rebuild our lived after the camps.
Another argument i& that "heirs" should not recelve monetery -

compencation. iost "reire" in this cece ere Nisel who were

profoundly affected for the Rest of their lives 1in terms of quelity
of 1ife, Jobs, and income. What the Issels worked hard tc pess
on to threir famillies was stripped sway.

We believe that direct monetary reperations to incdividusls

cy

ie the most princivled &acf expellticus metroé c¢f compensction.
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It would re-affirm thest this ie & nestion of lzwe &né thét citizen-
srip hre me=ningz. t vo0ualé heve the effect on cur governmentel
mechinery of strengthenaing the ideels that the reesl laws of our
country do not violate the humen rights of its citizerne

The Ngtionzal Coalition for Redress and Reperetione hes
struggled hard to maze these Kearinge more meaningful to the commu-
nity. There are espects cf the Hearing that still need to be improved,
but there were some concessione we were able to win such as?

eveniﬂg reestings :
eimultaneous transletions for Issel during Hesring:s
] Hearinéﬁn a community setting

We feel thzt eglthough these Comnission Hearings are nuch
‘needed, the worx our organizetiocn hed to put in (&rra 1n- or simul-
taﬁéous ffaﬁsletione, sesting peonle, orgégizainf ebhs?:le, notifying
211 testifiers of changes in scheduling), - these ere zrees that
should have recelved more attention from the Commlesioa,

We would strcngly urge that the Commissioners return in pereon
to ceck heering slite to explaein thelr recommenfations enéd fcllow-up
to tre comnunity tefore submitting their fin one,

You Commisclicners munst seriously consider the resrcnsibility
you heve unfertezen. Thle 1s e historic end significent event,

end the peo:le invclved eand tre ultimrete recémmenfﬂtions vill be

recoréed for and Judged by history.
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e strensly urge you to chkall nge ke Congrees to have the

Courage tc correct this blot in our

morel

Anericen history ang
to move with urgercy end resolution to cbtain Froper, eubstantive
recéress gnd repeérstions nowv, Any compronised recommendation will

be & compromise of Justice. Thenx you,
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