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My nane 4s fabure Surits. 1 was bern in waimea, on’ the i)und of Yauas
(Hawaii) 4n 1899. AL present, T anm 82 years old and reside #{a “arden:, "alif-
crnia. My family started a wholerale bakery in Hawail 4n 1975, My father,
and three other brothers were dcoing quite well operatling the “Hélly “rhery,"
that by 12%1 was putting out 80,920 loaves a day, We had 7 delivery trucesz, 37
rmplcyces on & 24 hour shift, wi‘h rood oullets to stores, m-rkets, scho~ls,’
cafeverias and restaurants,

In Fetraary of 1°L2 &fter Tearl Karbor was attacked, 7 was -ickent up bw
the 7:] nntl taken to the Imdrrizion Office and intarrorated for three strais-ht
daye., I wis frisked and 8ll of my; personal Wclouminps were taven from mv. Thee
had no evidcnce that I wzo disl~yal in any way. Az & mitter of face, alter
Pearl Earner, the military ciaoe to request the e of our Lrucks for [« Ire:
PUrPposes on 4 rental tasing  We arrced to simply denste Lhiem for their as slen
necand. I wviyr atill Seing held whien 1 received o letter fron mv brotier 2ollins
1e thit the husiness was  einy taken over bw the aulhorilicrz, Tie hnfrr: b g
lr: gt under the contrel of the Alien Custoiian Cffice Ytecause =y Tasher had
retire] an? was liviny 4n Jacan at the time., A1l of our assets were frozen and
memhers of our family were pul on salary. 7“hey had Lo purchice every leafl of
bread as 4f it were not their business anymwere. Since T was being held, T was
riven ne salary and my wife was }cft with five children t§ take care of with no
incemz, My son of fifteci, then the oldest of my childre;, had to ;= Lo schonl
part-l%mn sc that he could werk ab the bakery to earn money for my fa=ily. Ke
dcevelopet a very bad allerry to fiour and has been so afflicted since. ¥

yomrer brathors did ithe b»'- they could ta ¥rep up thn huziners 4n v atsence,

tat Lhe satlen r-nrrrnc; and cririn situatiens brought busiress to a stunl'ill.
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After being held 1n the im=irration cemound for three mmnthe, T wes

shipned to the Sand Island Deiertdon Camp, a POW camp & few miler fro- the rain

island of Honolulu, Other Jamannse beinp held there with me were elowly heing
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moved to camps on the miinland (lew Mexico etc..). While at Sand Island, we

[N

were 2llowed visiis by our wives with barbed wire fences betvvcniﬁs. This va= a

prison carp with heavy military ruards and elscirical wire fences, stric: curfew
ru]c; and cdaily attendance checks. We were told that we could be reunited w=th
cur Tarilies if we apreed to ro 45 madinland concentration carps.,  We aprcof and
Ty wife and children were interred with me st Jerome, Ark¥snsis. We were there
for a year and a half and were then moved to the caxp at Fearl Meontain, Jvemine.

After the war enecel, we¢ were releaxed and wound up in Si. raul, ‘inecizel .,
We ntarted 3 emal) restuarant t> make a livin;:. As soon as we coulc -fford <o,
we weat back to Fawaii. Thor¢, T found that the bokery was Yoing puLl up Cot

auction vy the authoritics., Hasincss was had but my brothers and 1 de~idc¢ld -

try and re-purchase our orm Luziness., All of cur assetc, whicl. had v fro--
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durin- the war, were comrlelels pone. It was hard for me Lo raise any =o:
but n- 'rathers and 1 manaced 40 reclaim our bakery. We tricd every*“inr to
, . ) b
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revive ooy imusiness, 1 spent weeks and months soliciting cur 012 cuttomers but

Tive years of absence %ad taken its toll. Tec -mch was lest and cur rorale as

&8 farily was very low. We decided to scll ont so §4 went for 370,200, Refwe

the war, we could easily have sold it for 32?0,600.‘

T Jost all interest in business and as Lhe years veét'by, ’y vipor and
health declined. I wis slso sallened by the vnowledre of the death ¢ cnpe of
Ty brothers, who war with my father in Japan, during the atomic berdin- af
Eiroshimi. I developed stomch ulcers and necaed medication for misy years arnd

77 nerves were alvays in poor condition. My <ife also suffe:ed terri'-ly frun




the montal stress of all of this sand her health deterioruted throughaut the
camy. wrar:s (her heslth is not r~~d te this day). No lonzer fecling - mr't ~f
my frroor co-munity in Hawaii, 1 left Hawva!i when ao; decided to ro Lo
schonl in Chicarn,

Todzy 1 live 4n ;etiremrnt in Cardena, We, my wife and 1, live on social
security and rent our house. I feecl that the gfovernment owrs me an indemnily
for the yeirs I suffered, Ny irprisonﬂént ani 4the yesars srent by =y entare
fanily in the cenceniration cimps left terrikle scars. The lonn of =7 livgli-

hood, =mv prep-riy, the mental riress ani the inahility te rrovide wy children

a8 rod education or a financinl lerncy has atfecte! mm deeply.
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