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Statement of Purpose

The Women's Caucus for Ant, founded in 1972, is the major organization of women actively engaged in the visual arts
professions. The Women's Caucus is unique in its multi-disciplinary membership which is drawn from the ranks of art
historians and critics, professional artists and educators, arts administrators, gallery and museum professionals and students
of the visual arts. We are committed: 1o educate the general public about the contributions of women and of people of color
to the arts; 10 a non-racist, non-sexist approach to art curricula at all educarional levels; 10 ensure inclusion of the
contributions of women and people of color and discussions of gender-based issues in the history of art; to expand the
dominanti aesthetic to encompass all forms of creative expression; to promote a viable system that provides an opportunity for
realistic economic survival in the arts; including financial parity and equal access to grants, funding and employment for
women, people of color and differently-abled people; to equal representation and visibility for women's work in the art
community; to the formulation and support of legislation which contributes to the goals of the Women’s Caucus for Art. The
National Office is located at Philadelphia’'s Moore College of Art, the first women's art school in the U.S. Over thirty-five

WCA chapters are active across the country.

The WCA Honor Awards were instituted in 1979, with the first awards being presented by President Carter in the Oval Office
at the White House. A complete list of previous recipients appears on the back cover of this catalogue.

Introduction

The extraordinary women the Women's Caucus for
Art honors this year are from the Four Colors of
People. Since 1979, sixty-eight outstanding women
have received the WCA Honor Award. In 1991, we
add the histories of Theresa Bernstein, Mildred
Constantine, Otellie Loloma, Miné Okubo and
Delilah Pierce to our collective history as women in
the arts. These Honorees exemplify the excellence
and quality of artistic endeavor that flourishes in our
culturally diverse communities. Each has lived an
inspirational life of dedication and commitment to
excellence in the arts. Their accomplishments
encompass a broad range of artistic endeavor and
expand our understanding of the power of the
creative experience. These women deserve respect
and recognition. They were pioneers in the visual
arts of the 20th century. They faced obstacles and
adversity while pursuing their careers which they
overcame with courage, tenacity and joyfulness. It is
fitting that these Honorees, who represent the multi-
cultural heritage of our nation are honored in its
capitol. It is significant that their diverse creativity is
exhibited at the only museum in the world dedicated
to the history of women in the arts. This Honor
exhibit and ceremony is an important step as WCA
moves into the 21st century with an agenda that
embraces the cultural contributions of Women of all
Colors.

Miné Okubo is the first Asian-American woman
artist to be honored by WCA.. Her fifty-year career,
spanning the commercial and fine art fields, began
with ~Citizen 13660, a series of hundreds of
drawings chronicling her experniences as a Japanese-
American relocatee during World War II. Mildred
Constantine, curator, author, consultant and
lecturer. has been an effective arts advocate for

more than half a century. She expanded the
definitions of high and low art which broadened the
scope of curators and art historians. She exposed the
public to cultural diversity by curating exhibits of the
arts of Latin America. Otellie Loloma, Hopi
sculptor and founding teacher at the seminal
Institute of American Indian Arts, has influenced
two generations of Native American and non-Native
sculptors. Her handbuilt figurative clay sculpture is a
highly personalized contemporary expression by a
20th-century Hopi which is deeply rooted in ancient
Hopi ceremony and tradition. Theresa Bernstein,
achieved acclaim as an early Ashcan artist and has
continued to make a life as a representational
painter for nearly ninety years. Her vibrant paintings
document and celebrate a century of America’s
people. Delilah Williams Pierce, a native
Washingtonian, is a prolific painter and gifted
educator. She has combined an expansive vision,
keen intellect and dramatic compositional skill to
create a body of work that elucidates the breadth of
her life and travels in Europe, the Near East and
Africa.

To this day, these esteemed women continue to
create, experiment and pursue their own vision.
These are our Elders, and in honoring their
achievements, creativity and wisdom, it is really we
who are honored. It is a privilege for the WCA and
The National Museum of Women in the Arts to
share the depth and beauty of the 1991 Honorees’
artistic expression. Their creative achievements are
integral pieces in the patchwork of our living cultural
heritage.

Charleen Touchette
Editor, Awards Catalogue















15

1945

1946

1948

1950-52

1951

1965

1968

1972

1973

1974

1974-75

1976

National traveling show of the art from 1977
the Japanese Relocation Camps.

Common Council for American Unity,

New York City.

~As Nisei Saw It,” Riverside Fine Arts

Guild, Riverside Public Library. Cirizen

13660, Columbia University Press, New

York. Okubo’s record of the Relocation 1978
Camp experience in drawings and

sketches is published.

San Francisco Museum. Annual Prize.

Painted four murals for American

Export Lines.

Lecturer in Art. University of California 1979
at Berkeley.

Solo Exhibition, Mortimer Levitt

Gallery. New York City.

“The Nisei: The Pride & The Shame™.

appearance. Twentieth Century

Television, CBS News.

Solo Exhibition, Image Gallery.
Stockbridge, Massachusetts.

Group exhibition of Japanese

Relocation Camp art, California

Historical Society, San Francisco.

California. Solo exhibition, “Miné

Okubo: An American Experience”.

Oakland Museum, California. 1980

Interview, Hiroshi Ogawa Television

Program. Fuji Telecasting Company.

Tokyo. Japan.

Distinguished Alumni Award, Riverside

City College, California. Solo 1982
exhibition, Riverside City College Art

Gallery.

Western Association of Art Museums 1983

Traveling Exhibition. Solo exhibition.

Selected Works from Oakland’s “"An

American Experience”. Coast and 1984
Rocky Mountain States. Slide Lecture.

Third World Culture Center. Princeton

University. New Jersey. 1985
Photographic exhibition: “"Executive

Order 9066 and Okubo exhibition of

Evacuation art from “'Citizen 13660°, 1987
Seibu Corporation of America, Tokvo.

Japan. Traveled throughout Japan.

Exhibition and symposium: “A View
from the Inside.” Slide lecture Asian
American Studies Center. University of
California at Berkelev, Oakland
Museum. California. “Half Century of
Japanese Artists in New York 1910-
1950, Azuma Gallery. New York City.
“Expressions from Exile™. Japanese-
American art from the Concentration
Camps, Japan Center. San Francisco
State University, California. Folk
History and Arts Festival. Basement
Workshop. New York City.

“Dragon and the Chrysanthemum™.
Group exhibit. Summit. New Jersev.
“Expressions from Exile”. Japanese-
American art from the Concentration
Camps. JACL Building. San Francisco
State University, California. Asian-
Pacific American Heritage Week, slide
lecture, “An Artist's Story of Japanese
Evacuation™. JACL. Fordham
University. Lincoln Center, New York
City. Interview: "In the Belly of the
Beast™. documentary film of the
Japanese-American internment camps.
Jason Hwang, Director. New York
University.

Solo exhibition, Thousand Branches
Gallery. San Francisco. California.
Group exhibition of Asian American
Artists, Basement Workshop, New
York City.

“Images in Isolation”. Asian American
Studies, Masao W. Satow Building. San
Francisco State University, California.
“Citizen 13660" reprinted in paperback,
University of Washington Press, Seattle,
Washington.

Before Columbus Foundation American
Book Award for ““Citizen 13660,
Berkeley. California.

“Miné Okubo: A Retrospective 1942-
1985, Catherine Gallery. New York
City.

California State Department of
Education poster. “California Women:
Courage. Compassion, Conviction™.
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