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MINUTES
SPECIAL TATIONAL DOARD MEZTING
TJAPANEGD AVERICAN CITIZAINS LIAGUR

National Headquarters, San Francisco
Sunday, March 8, 1942

Meeting was called to order at 9:15 A, by National Secy. Mike liasaoia.
Roll call disclosed the following attendance:

President Saburo Kido
Vice~President Ken Matsumoto
Txecutive Secy. James Sugiok
Treasurer IIito Oliada
Natle, Secy. & Field Executive Mike Masaola
Past Natl. President Dr. Te T. Yatabe

- do = James Salamoto

- do = Walter To. Tsukamoto
Northern California D.C. Chairman Tom Shimasakil
Southern California D.C. Chairman Fred M. Tayama
Intermountain D.Ce Viee=Chairman Shigeki Ushio

Guests - George Inageki, Dxece Secy. S«CeDeCa
George Shigekawa, on Governor Oleen's staff

BIDS FOR NATIONAL ISMBLRSHIP: :
Bids were presented by the chairman on behalf of the following chapters:

Berkeley Big Horn Mountains:
Delano Fort Tupton
Lompoc Mt. View
North Platte Pasadcna
; e RA LY 1134183 o E——————————————— < 4 X 8 S
’ : Santa Barbara : Stanislaus-lierced
L Venice Ventura County
Test Los Angeles Gilroy

Arizona (under special consideration)

Vr. Tom Shimasaki moved that the above 16 Chapters be recognized by the
National Board provided they pay 1942 dues and obligations; motion seconded by Mr.
Fred Tayema and passed unanimously.

Mr, I'red Tayame moved that Arizona be permitted to enter into the discus-
sions as & rogular chepter, providing that they mect the National obligations, past
and presentj motion scconded by Ken lMatsumoto and passcd unenimouslye.

FUTURZ ORGANIZATION AND ACTIVITY OF JACL:
The following threc~point program was prescnted by Mike Mesaoka for dis-

cussion:

1. Masintain organization emong the Japanese and Jopanese=-Americans for
[ unity, such as welfere projects, cics
2. Constantly keep in touch with the government in order that we nay re-
ceive humane treatment.
3, Outside contacts ncccssary for public relationshipe.

Mr. Jemes Sugioke moved that the JACL be continued inspite of all dcvelop-
ments; seconded by Ken Matsumoto end passed unanimously.

Vr. Ken Metsumoto moved that the JACL be cerried along threc lines:

1. Home fronte
2. GCovernment front.
3, Public Relotions fronb.

Seconded by Mr. Jemes Sakamoto and passed unonimouslye

Tt was moved by Mr. Ken Matsumoto the National Headquarters be moved to
a1t Laks Cloy as temporary headguariers oOf the JACL: secondeud by Mr, Joacs Saleuoto
nd russed uusnimously.
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APPOINTMINT OF NATTONAL COMMITTILS CEHATRMEN :
Prosident Seburo Kido appointed the following:

1., Weys and mcans of continuing the JACL - Mr, George Inzgekis

2. Budget - Mr. Susumu Togesaki.

3. Resolutions -~ Dr. T. T. Yetzbe.

4, BSurvey - (to draft uniform questionnnires rcgerding real and
personal property) - lMr. ¥Frod Teyome.

These men approved by the Roard and the members of the cormittcees were to
be selccted by the respective Chairmen.

NOMINATION, OF OFFICIRS:

5 The nominstion of the officers wns referred to the Vays and Mceons Conmittecs
Mr. Walter Tsukamoto suggested that cxtreordinary powers be given to the ahove com=
mittee. ;

TASHINGTON RIOPRESENTATIVE:
Tt wos moved by Mre Hito Okedn that we send e representetive to the East,
seconded by Mr,., Talter Tsukamoto and passecd unenimouslye.

SPECIAL RUPORT, GEORCE SHIGEKATA, (ATTACHED TO GOV. OLSON'S STAFR) ON SVACUATION:

Chairman Mike Masaoka introduced George Shigekawa, represeutative from the
Governor Olsen Staff on evacuation., He stated that the Statement of Policy from
Governor Olsen will be here by Monday if not by noon today which will be presented
to the Dosrd Members. He could not obtain Statement o Policy from Covernor Olsen,
but obtained permission from Mr. leustadt, Social Security Administrator, to find
out the opinion of the Japanese People about establishing some comon meeting gounds
for both Tapanese and Federal Agencies in regards to the matter of evacuation. IT
necessary an informational booklet will be published, giving the answers to the var-
jous questions regarding the Japanese evacuation problems. Mr. Shigekawa stated in
answer to Mr. Tayamae's question that the finances for this publication are alrcady
available. In Conference with Mr. Neustadt, lir. Shigekawa obtained the following
results:
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Q. Is there any possibility of getting the military zone changed?
A, There is not a possibility in the world.

Q. How about these pcople who have nothing to eat and no place to slecp?

A. There are legal difficulties on this problem, at thc present time ;3 however,
cveryone is entitled to food end shelter. Beginning lionday the County
Tlelfare Commission will have funds for the Japanese in the State of Celif-
ornia in regard to this matter. Iilowever, Orcgon and Vashington will not
be considered in this matter in other words, the condition will remain as
heretofore. In order to carry out this plen they have suggested that we
bring all Japenese groups together on this nroblem in order to disseminate
the information and the govermment will thus compile data to mect its own
requirements. :

Mr. Shigeckawa stated thet he had requested Mros V. Jo Cecil, director of
Stete Department of Agriculture, Office 571, to teke an account of the Japanese who
arc going into other states, jmmcdistely, as a result of which the Ceclifornia
Population Commitiec will work on thcse statisticse

The most important problem et the prescnt time is the question of where we
going, when we are going end how we ere to g0. Undoubtedly such qucstions are for
the militery authorities, however, the only reason why thesc problcems have not becen
completed is because General De7itt is very eocial minded on those oroblemse Cwens
Valley has been suggested by the Federal authorities but proved to be very unsetis-
factory due to the intemsec heebe

In regerds to the Japancse esscis, l'r. Tavlcr has becn appointed the Con-
servator of Japanesc assets and no person can liquidate without his permission.

Mr. Shizckawa informedthe Board-ilnt all social problems will be taken
care by Mrs. Aeron and property problems will be taken earc by Mr. Neustodt, and it
is up to us to work out the dotails within the limits of the Federal authority.



o

Mr. James Sakemoto suggested that the army should get in touch with the
states and have them see to it that the sentiment will not be against us, also have
the Governors get in touch with the mayors and leaders of each community and work
up public opinion in favor of the evacueces.

Mr. Shigekawa stated that the Govermment wents one organization that re-
presents the me jority of the people to work in cooperation with them. Mr. James
Sakamotoc stated that J.A.C.L. does reach most of the Japanese family. Outside the
JACL there is no National orgenization. JACL is reccognized by both first genera=-
tion and the second gencration in 2ll communitics. No other orgeanization can do
what the JACL is doing.

Before leaving, Mr. Shigekawa asked for the opinion of the Board mcmbers,
represcnting the entire JACL, whether we are willing to concede this evacuation es
a2 metter of military necessity and cxpediency, which was thoroughly understood by
all. Mike Masaoka stated that the above is understood, however, before the evacu=-
ation of Japanese Amerieans is ordered, the military should publicly explain that
the American citizens of Japancsc ancestry were requested to lecave certain desig-
nated arecas, not because the government questions the loyalty of the group, but
because military expediency requires their removal.

Mr. Welter Tsukamoto gave a word of thenks for Mr. Shigckawa's report and
that we should from time to time give him informeation and coopcration.
DISCUSSION ON GENERAY, EVACUATION PRINCIPLES:
T T MY, 1IIKC MASEOKA read the evecuavion problem sheet presentcd to the meet-
ing by Mr. Jamcs Sakemoto, as follows:

*l. Survey agents to go out and look for settlement sites., Would it be possibl
to put thesc men, Nisei, on the govermment payroll, or send them out together
with agents of thc Resettlement agencics?

"2e Physical check-up for all evacuces beforc leaving their homess Danger of
epidemics in reception comps, possible denger to lives of aged still apparently
in good hcelth, and others due to strain, physical hardships, worry, change of
habits, food and watere. Suggest Army doctors be made available for freec and
compulsory physical check-up of all persons to be evacuated, with innoculation
and vaccination if advisable.

"3e. Transportation., Trucks, special trains, private cars, caravans with govern=-
ment protcction,

"4, Order of evacuation., Farmers, merchants, aliens, eitizens, city workers,
laborers, domestics? Or by districts? Assurance and information necessary for
adequate preparations

"5. Local anti=-Japancse movementse Need for proper preparation and education
in areas surrounding reception ccnters, Necd for instructions to local autho-
rities from fedcral sources.

"6, Transfer of licenscs for physicians, pharmacists, dentists, opticians and
othcr professional men under reciprocity act between statese

"7; Position of inter-racial marriages and children resulting thereofs

"8, Netional JACL register of all Jepanese. Scattle chapter has started work
already. Necessary to provide clearing housc for location of individuals,
tracing femilics, distributing mail, ctc. Post-wer problem of delivering meil
from Japen to families who have left old homes.

"9s Property custodianse.

"10, Policy of JACL as to returning to homes after wer, Should such hopes be
encouraged, or should efforts be made to encourage permencnt settlement in new
communitics.

"1l. Anti-alien land laws. Where can land be purchesed?

12, Moratorium on debts, peyments due, mortgeges, insurance payments, etc, for
duration of war. This aimed to protcct investments of JFapenese in businces
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properties, avtomobiles, to avoid foreclosurcs, scizure of pronerties for non-
payment of cccounts due or non-payment of taxes, caencellation of insurance, etc.

"13. Special consideration for farmers who can harvest crops by early summer.
For instance, first crop in Scaitle arca can be harvested by eerly July if
given assurance to go ahead with work now."

Mro Mike Masaoka also reced the statement of the National Board in regards
to the cvacuation, s follows:

"The stated policy of the Japancse Americen Citizens League regarding the
problem of evacuation has been and is:

"l. We arc opposcd to the principle of evacuation, unless it is so ordered
by thc military as a national defensc meesurc and is epplied to all persons,
citizens and aliens elike, indiscriminately and without rcfcrence to race,
color, or crecd.

"2. If the military authoritics belicve that national safety requires the
removal of "encmy aliens" from eny regions or areas, we believe that all "encmy
aliens" from all countries with vhich the United States is nov 2t war should
be rcmoved, and that no one group or nationality be singled out for special
attention.

"3s If it becomes necessary to remove citizens from these areas or regions,
as designated by the militery, we belicve that all citizens should be treated
alike and that no single block of citizens be singled out for spceigl considera-
tion or ettention,

"4, Even though our belicfs may not be recognized by the militeary and they
should single out the American eitizens of Jepancse cxtraction, as they heve
done, for special attention, we believe that, as good American citizens, w
ought to accept the word of those charged with the responsibility of national
safety and that e should cooperate with them to the best of ocur abilities,
trusting thet our cooperation will inspire a reciprocal cooperation on the
part of our govermment in the humane and reesonable treatment of our mutual
problems.

"7ith the above thoughts in mind, we have rccommended the following to the
appropriate govermnment agencies:

"le The federal govermment, and the federel govermment alone, through its
verious agencies should conduct and supervise not only the actual evacustion
but olso the rescttlemznt and allied problems relating to the cvacuation of
all Jepenese from the Pacific Coeste.

"2. Before the evacuation of Japancse Americens is ordercd, the military
authorities should publ.iel y explain that the Americen citizens of Japanese
ancestry werc requested to leave certain decsignated areas not because the
government questions the loyalty of the group but becsuse militery cxpediency
recquires our removel,."

Mr, liike Masaoka 2lso gave out a brief idea of what the Netional has been
working for in regards to evacuation. The following were mentioned:

l. Alien property Custodian should be eppointed.
2+ A citizen property Custodian should be appointede *
5, Releese of all community funds.

4o Govermment pays all oxpenses on trensportation, food, and shelter,
Pecople who reccive such relief from Gorvernment arc not obligated for such.

Se Active advisory board should be appcinted,

* Comments in regards to Citizen preperty custodian were heard from Nobumitsu Take-
hashi., Fe stated that if you have Americen friends vho can be Custodians for you,
give these pecplie the powcr of attorrey and thosc who have not such frierds should
fall back as stated abovee
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6. Proper housing bec contempleted before movinge
7. Family units must be preserved,

8, Churches, organization, rccreational facilities, and educational
facilities should be rctained at the Canpe

9¢ 2Zones be militarized for protection of Japanese,
10, Civilian observers be sent out to aid militery laison officers,
11+ Means be provided for the dissemination of nevs.

12 o Freezing or moratorium of mortgeges a2nd debts. Comments on this were
that no exception be redee

13, People to get jobs to which they have been accustomed if possibles

Mr. Walter Tsukamoto mede an announcement thet citizens with jobs
with proper identification from military authority may travel frecly in
the non-prohibited zone.

144 Medical 2id and facilities, dentist and farm equipment be moved to
evacuation destination as cormmunity units.

15. Water supply adcquate for housing, culinory, agricultural irrigation
be assurcd.

16, Electricity, gos, tclephone utilities be provided wherever practicale
17. Immediate food supply be avocilablee

18, Position and constructive vork for Netionel Defensc was requested.
19, Demand for ellotment of farmse

Mr. Mesaoka informed the National Council thet the ¥FBI requests all
delegetes to write todey reports of actucl or rumored cascs of mob vio-
lence, such as lynchings, terring and feathering, burning of Japoncse
schoolhouses, churches, business, homes, ctc. Bec as specific os possibles
If couscs of fire arc unknown, give circumstentinl or kanovm cvidence or
foects, If persons have been lost "en route" to any destination, report
S2IMC e -

Mr. Welter Tsukemoto esked the Board to excusc him from the Monday
scssion and permission wes grantod.

Mr. Moscoka also ennounced the request of the Federal Social Sccu-
rity agencies to all chapters to file written reports giving estimeted
number c¢f perscns end families who have left their homes to date; also
approximate number by counties of destination if thcy remained within the
state; also approximete number by states for those vho left their home
statese

lMir, Fred Teyama stated that in order to have some sort of a strong
tie, we should impress the people that the JACL is the recognized organi-
zetion and rcpresentative of the people and request them to give 211 in=-
formetion to the JACL in order that we may be of greater scrvice to them.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.n.
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