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THE FOLLOWING IS THE COMPLRTE TEXT OF THE SPECIAL MESSAGE OF THE NATTON:
AL PRESIDONT, SABURO KIDO, TO THE ASSEMBLED DELEGAT®S TO THE LEMERGENCY NATICHAL
COUNCIL MEETING OF THE JAPAFESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LIAGUE, SUNDAY AFTERNOON, MARCH
19,42, AT THE NATIONAL JACL HEADQU/RTERS IN SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIL:

@

Fellow Members:

This most likely may be the last National Council meeting we shall bs
able to hold for a long time to come. In a sense, this is a farewell gatheriug
for most of us since we shall not know where we will be scattered, nor for how
long. It is with a heavy heart that 1 say these words.

Events have transpired in rapid succession since we last met et Portland,
Oregon, in 1940, Soon after we returned to our respective homes from that memor-
able convention, Japan definitely announced her military alliance with the Axis
powers, Then in July, 1941, aiter Japan invaded Indo-China, our govermment took
a positive stand by slacing embargoes against that country and by freezing Japanese
assets in the United States on July 26, 1941.

in Bmergency National Board meeting was hcld in San Frarcisce on August
10, 1941, 4t that time a recommendation was made to sccure the services of a full-
time secretary. We fully rcalizsa the gravity of the situation arising from inter-
national tension and we thus took the step which neccssitated the raising of §5,000
for the office of National Secretary and Field Exccutives We were fertunate that
¥r, Mike Masaoka, who was then chairman of the Inter-Mountain District Council, was
available for this newly crecated offices I am sure you all agrce with me that we
made an excellent appointment, and that we have attained cxccllent results with the
meager funds at our disposal.

I shuddcr to think how helpless we would have been if we did not have the
services of a full-time sccretary, !Mr. lMasaoka has been working, day and night,
traveling wherever he is nccded most, in all sections of the Pacific Coast. His
contacts with the various govermmontal ajencics heve been most valuable. He has

relayed important informaetion to thc, ha-tcrsA,aggdgigvefforts at coordinating
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their activities have helped to maintain the morale of the Japancsc eommunities.

Through his efforts and through thc splendid cooperation on the part of you offi-
cors and lcaders of the chapters, our orgarization has come to be rcecognized as the
representative body of the Tisci in this country.

Then tho first ominous signs pointed to possible Japancsc-imcrican hosti-
lities, we began to makc preparations to mitigate the blows which mey be dirceted
against us because of our Japanese extraction. All our chapters swung into public
relations worke. It is a fact that everyonc worked hard to meet the emergency, al-
though many of us were lullcd into over-confidence becausc of the friendly cxpres-
sions extended us by our jmcricen friends.

It has been our constant fear that rece precjudicc would bo fanned by the
various e¢loments which have beon constantly watching for an opening to destroy us.
They included meay of our oconomic compctitors and these whe believe this country
belongs to the "Whites". llany of thom wanted to indulze in the unpatriotic past-
time of using us as a political footbell in this hour of imerica's greatest peril.

We had cxpocted some form of pcrsccutions in the various sections of this
country. The expericnce of the first World War had madc us anticipate such a couvrse
of events. On the other hand, we were counting on the botter understanding we
thought we had createc, Tie all had cxpected that the public officials, at least,
would serve as a buffer against possible mass hysteria., We neover drcamed that such
e thing could not happen in America again., We know now thet disillusiomment was in
store for us.

Today we are preparing to go into temporary exile from the homes in which
we were born and raiscd, or which we have purchased through the small income we
have saved. The very foundations which have taken years to build up are being torn
under us. Many of you are wondering where our Constitutional rights have flown to.
Most of us still can not believe that we, citizens of this country, have been placad
ahcad of "alien enemies" for cvacuation from military arcas.
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Then we hear our erstwhile friends of peaceful daye, thoce who prais-d
us to the skiocs as model citizens, orand us as mcra dangorocus tian the sc~called

"encmy aliens”, we cannot help but wonder if this is all but a bad cream.

The past few wecks have been a regular ficld day for those who have a-
waited for the day to "clcan up the Japs". Vhen many of our friends of long yeacs
standing begin to entertain doubts about us, it is a bitter pill To swallow. Oue
cannot help bub realize how lonesome we are today.

Cortain furdamental rights are guaranteed to all persons, bub erpecially
to citizcns, in both our Statec and Pederal Constitutions, We are today wibtnessing
the spectacle of some state agencies trampling upon these rights in vtter disregara

of these lgws. I am confident that the day is coming when those who are respcassblc
for these outragecous violations of our rights will be ashamel of their condvoi. We
hope the thinking cibizons will appreciate the principies which are at sbtsxe with us
American citizens in this crucial test.

Bven in our darkest hour, we are grateful to find that we still have
friends who have faith in our lovalty, who believe that wc are sincerc when we sey
America is our country and we shall be glad to scrve hor in any capacity to win '
this war. Our friends crc under pressure themselves, but they have remained true
to us when we needed thum most. They have furnishod us the courage and strengih
to rotain our self-rescouey end to continue to have faith in the noble ideuls voin
which this country hac ocen founded.

When Prosider: Rocsavelt was compelled to issue his crder whereby the
militery commanders wsrz authorized and directed to prescribe military arous .o
which eny or all persons may be oxcluded,” and with respect to which the right of
eny person to enter, remnin in, or Jleave shall be subject o whatover restrictions
the Secretary of War or the appropriate military commender may imrose in his dis=~
cretion, it was a confession on the part of the state and local govermments that
they werc unable to enforee the law to protect end assure us pecrsonal safety.
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: ’ ‘ lederal Govermmont and the military authorities
are ordering evacu~tion Iu ordsr to pTCVSE%*mﬁﬁ'vioicfE?VTTﬁﬁ“running rampant,
thereby interfering with thc succossful operation of the war, I have implicit
confidence that we arc boing asked to go into oxilc not becausc we are danzerous
as potential "fifth columrists" or "saboteurs," but because of the prospects of

lawlcssnoss of certain segments of the citizenry.

Ever since the declaration of war, we have becn grateful to our Federal
Govormment for the fairncss with which our cesc has becn hardled. Ve are glad
that we can beecome the wards of our govormment for the duration of wor. We already
have been assured of humane treatiment end full protection of our property rights.

lany of you who arc fathcrs arc wondering what the future is to be for
our children of school a:c. You are tormented with the thought that it will be
aifficult for those who understeand what is transpiring to rotain their feith in
the Amcricen way of life, One of our most importart tosks is to keep alive this
feith in ourselves end to instill it in our children. Most of us know no couniry
but imerice. We have nevor left thosc shorcs. 4nd our children will be without
a country, spritually, unleoss they can continuc to respoct the fundamental ideals
of dcmoeracy for which this nation stands and for which. it is now waging this ti-
tanic Sccond Vorld War.

In all our judgments and decisions, we heve adopted the policy of scliect-
ing the course which will produce the most good for the lergest number. In.view
of the cxisting threats of vigilantism and lewlessness, wc heve decided that evacua-
tion under military supcrvision is the wisest course. Those of you who can afford
to takec independent action by zoing to new lends should do so., But we believe thet
you should not enter into tho noighboring states in any large numhcrs. hat is
dangerous for California, Oregon, or Washington is dangcrous for Idaho, Colorado,
Utah, Arizona and other ncighboring states. Furthormore, we should not jeopardize
the welfarc of thosc who alrecady have scttled in that area end who arc enjoving
amicable relationshipe.

No matter where you go, unless it is in small numbers, you will be in
constant danger of arousing unfavorable rcactions. This is the rcason why we are
urging one and all to wait for the military authorities to meke the necessary pre=
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parations., We still have hopes that areas will be created in each state so that
aliens and citizens forced to evacuate will be rcsettled within the state where
they have been residing and to whose wealth they have contributed by long toil
and efforts.

As patriotic citizens and law abiding residents, we should be willing
to placc our future into the hands of the Federal govermment. Both the Presiden-
tial order and the statcments from Geme DcWitt, who is the military commander of
this arca, have made it clear that everything possible will be done for our wel-
fare,

This matter of evacuating at least 120,000 residents under non-violent
conditions is unprecedented. Germany, and other netions under dictatorshir have
ruthlessly uprocted peoples from their homes and transplanted them to new l:xnds.
But as far as imerica is concerncd, we hope this will be the first and thc iast
such mass evacuation,

There are numerous complicated problems which must be solved if a humons
and just evacuation is to be carried out. We should do our utmost to help the
authoritics. Undoubtedly many phases of the difficulties be mct will not comc to
their attention, as a mcasurc to avoid confusion.

Moany of you arc worriecd about the care of expcctant mothers; also those
who are bedridden or who arc afflicted with infections or conilegicus diseares;
and thosc who are in hospitals at the prescent tinie. HMany of us sre wondering
whethor we can use our own cars to the reception centers, suca 2c “wons Vailey,
and then have the govermment hclp us dispose of the care. We ci1c wondering what
should wo do with our houschold furniture; what means of trancportation wiil be
provided, and a host of other similar questions,

Most of us will be able to live a few months on our own means, but the
large majority will have to become the wards of the govermment if this war and o
exile is to last for any length of tire. It is necessary to ascertain wheihor aay
person will be permitted to go to the military arca creatced for the Japanesc re-
‘gardless of their moans.  after.all,moncy is.uot.of much concern whon our porsonal
safoty is at stake. 5 et

During the course of your deliberations on matters pertaining to this
vital question of cvacuation, we must give some time to the futurc of our organiza-
tion. Out of the little infant organization brought into this world in 1930 at
Seattle, Washington, we have our full-grown JiCL, flowering to maturity in a sudden
spurt in this hour of emergency. The lecadership of the Japancse comunitics wes
expected to fall into our hands within the next five or ten ycars, but the sudden
turn of world events has placed that full responsibility upon our shoulders almost
overright.

Wo must now answer some portinent questions. Should we continue to
function despite the fact thet a lerge number of us mey become the werds of the
Federal Govermment? If so, whore will our headquarters be located? How will we
finence our organization? ©Should we kecp on publishing our official organ, The
Facifice Citizen?

I may say here that the individual chapters most likely will disinbegrat.
unless cach community is permitted to resettle as an entity.

My personal opinion is that we should continue to function because there
arc important missions to bu carried out. Our people arc going to be scattered o
tho four corners of this nation. Ve should scrve as the clearing house in order
that we all mey be able to keep in touch with one another.

As the only non-denomirationgl organization row existing in the Japarese
communitics and on a national scale, the JACL will not fail to get rccognition by
the government, especially for its role in keeping up the morale of the Japancse
people.

We must send sposkers to the Middle West, the South, the itlantic sea-
board, and other prrts of the country to regain our good name and roputation. If
nothing is done to counteract the irpression which is being created by many of
these public ofiieial who are enjoying the grand picnic of trampling upon the woak ad
defenscless, we shall remain forever as a despised group.
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Never in the thousands of yoars of human history has a group of citizens
been branded on so wholesale a scale as being trcacherous to their own native land,
rogardless of racial descent. We question the motive and patriotism of such men
and leaders who intertionally fan racial animosity and hatred.

It is possible that those on the Atlantic seaboard and in Washington,
D. C., are wondering what speccimen of humen deviltry we are, consicdering the
amount and persistence of falsehoods being circulated ageinst us., It would be im=-
portant for severel of our lcaders to wvisit our President, his Cabinct members and
the law-makers, and thus serve as an exhibit of the quality of our Niseil citizenry.

Fellow members, no matter whatever we may do, wherever we may go, always

retain your faith in our govermment and maintein your sclf-respect. Let us keop

our chins up despite all the travesty being committed upon our good neme end rirhus.
We are going into cxile as our duty to our country becausc the President ani the
military commandor of this areca have deemed it a nccessity. We are gladly ccoperat-
ing because this is onc way of showing that our protestations of loyalty arc sincors
We have pledgsd our full support to President Roosevelt and to thc Nation. Tnis

is a sacred promisc which we shall keep as good patriotic citizens.

The sacrifice which we have been called to make is just as great as that
which our selectees have been called to make, for our is the call to quietly upront
ourselves from all that we know and hold dear and to meke our way into a wildernc:es
of which we know not. Ours is not a spectacular, front-page “vpz of duty tc ccun.ry,
but rather a kind of "behind the lines" service which is juct «s AﬁpﬁrﬁﬂLt 1o tha
winning of the war as is the actual battle at the front. The noibo ich we havs
worn: "WE ALSO SIRVE", must be our badge of courage in these trylng \ad~, pifes o 4
also sorve, each in our own way, this country of whioh we are so fond. What grocater
love, what greater testimony of one's loyalty could anyone ask than this: leave

your homes, your businesses, and your friends in order that your country may bctter
fight a war?

When we leave our homcs, let us leave with a smiling face and courageous
miens Let us lookﬂu;on ourselvcs as _the pioneers of a ncw cra looking forword to

CUre of ou conquor whateVer LTONtiGrs may await
~ us with the same fortitude and pstience as did our fathers and mothers who contri-

~+ buted more to the development of the ‘West than most of us realize. Let us serve our

country in the hordest way possible for us to serve, keeping in mind that we have
the same objective in mind as a hundred and thirty million other Zmcricans, the
ultimate and complete victory of dcmocracy's forces.
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