Mr, Sumida, accompanied by two other menbers of the Rohwer
Relocetion Fianning Commission, made a trip to Lower Rio Grande
Vailey about three weexs ago and he has recently returned. He uis
convinced that 1t is by far the best section of the U. S. for Japanese
relocetions The soil and climate are excellent for vegetables and
fruit growing, even better, he says, than any part of Californisa.

He found that iittle or no land coutd be obtained in the more settied
perts of the vailey, but that in Wiliacy County, which is north ‘of
the older cultivated area, there 1s enough available lana still
not cultavated to provide for hundreds of families. The water
sytem in this county, as in ail other counties of the region, is
owned by the community, and is designed to irrigate as much as
130,000 acres. Fortunately however, the system 1s irrigating only
about one-half of this amount at present, which _"shoum then make
60,000 or 70,000 acres of ifFrigabie land aveiiable for Japenese
resettlement. This is fineiand gnd it issaid that it wili grow
anything. The Ghmber Chamber of Commerce in Raymondviile claims
that only one other area in the worid, in India, 1s more suitable
for citrus growing, and that no other part of the world is superior
for vegetables and metons.

The one unanswered gquestion in Mr. Sumida's mind is that of
community acceptance in this area; he Looked into this question as
well as he had time for on his trip, and he believes it may be
favorable. A number of Local people stated that they thought it
would be better if Japanese resettlers did not come until after the
war, although Mre Sumida felt that this was no more than standgrdized

statement of caution, and that very lLikely the same people who made



the statement wouid have no real objection if resettiers came even
nowe This question requires a great deal of lLooking into, of course,
and no daubt Mr., Sumida expects to foliow it up. The Relocation
Pla_pning Comission has been interested in the Rio Grande Area

for a iong time, but not untii this year has the area seemed really

favorable for resettlement.
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