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Foreword

In conjunction with the First Rohwer Reunion held on July 20 and 21,
1990, in Los Angeles, California, this booklet was prepared and published not
only to commemorate the event, but also to provide a historical background
and information about the Rohwer, Arkansas, concentration camp in which
more than 8,500 Japanese and Japanese Americans were interned during
World War IL.

It is important to note that writing only about the Rohwer concentration
camp leaves a large void of how and why the enforced Evacuation from the
West Coast and the internment of 120,000 Japanese and Japanese Americans
by the United States government happened. We have, therefore, written an
overview of the history of the Issei and Japanese Americans beginning with
the early days of immigration from Japan.

The scope of Japanese immigration history covers more than one hundred
years and in this short booklet, it is only possible to skim the surface of the
events and movements of the people. For those interested in a more definitive
history, there have been published a number of books, many of which are still
available, about the Issei, Japanese Americans, and also the Evacuation.

Photographs published in this booklet are from the National Archives,
courtesy of Stone Ishimaru and Alan Yoshimi, the Pacific Citizen, and from
many former Rohwer internees who have graciously lent us their personal
photographs for this booklet and the photo exhibit. And a special thanks to
Harry Honda of the Pacific Citizen and Robert Hasuike of Manhattan Beach
for/ their help in providing some of the research material required to write and
produce this booklet.

Kango Kunitsugu
Editor
June, 1990

The First Rohwer Reunion

The First Rohwer Reunion, to be held on July 20 and 21, 1990, in Los
Angeles, California, is a historical event of great dimension. There was a
reunion of former Rohwer High School students held in Stockton, California,
a few years ago, but the First Rohwer Reunion, as the reunion has been
named, is the first reunion ever for all former internees of the camp. In fact, we
probably are the last of the ten concentration camps to hold such an event.

It will be the largest get-together of the people from the camp since the
Rohwer camp was in operation. In attendance will be many Issei who are now
in their 80s and 90s, and there will be Nisei who are now in their 50s and 60s.
And then also coming to the event will be some who were toddlers in the camp
and can barely remember it.

The fact that this reunion, held 44 years after the camp was closed, also
lends a sad note to the event. Most of the Issei have passed away during the
period, and we all wish that this reunion could have been held years earlier
since we know that for years the Issei had looked forward to attending such a
function. And so in a belated way, we dedicate this reunion to the Issei, who
bore the brunt of the Evacuation and the internment.

The announcement of Presidential Executive Order No. 9066 by President
Franklin D. Roosevelt in early 1942, which triggered the Evacuation and
forced more than 120,000 people to be interned in concentration camps,
happened more than 48 years ago. However distant the memories of the events
may be to all of us today, it will never be forgotten by any of us.

Itis a deep scar which runs across the face of the nation, and often called the
“Great American Tragedy,” it should also never be forgotten by the American
people. The events which led to the Evacuation and internment are now part
of history, but they are a grim reminder to everyone in the nation that
intolerance and prejudice are the seeds which grow until they force aside
reason and understanding. The victim in the end is justice and liberty.

And so during the First Rohwer Reunion, there will be joy and happiness as
we greet friends with whom we experienced the Evacuation and internment
many years ago. The memories will come rushing back, and though the details
may be a little hazy, the friendships made and events experienced in the camp
have sustained and strengthened all of us. In a way, we could say that we had
survived and therefore, we celebrate with each other the fact that we are able to
meet again 44 years later.
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BRIDES FROM JAPAN—Just landed in San Francisco, these women from Japan looked appre-
hensive as they waited to meet their Issei husbands. Many were picture brides, and others were here
through “arranged”™ marriages by their parents. With their Issei partners, these women played a
major part in the proud history of the Japanese people in the United States.

Issei Persevered in Spite of Hardships and Discrimination

On May 17, 1868, a British vessel with 149
Japanese aboard landed in Honolulu. The group
included six women and two children. Although
Hawaii was an independent kingdom at that time,
this event was the beginning of the history of the
Japanese in the United States.

The Japanese passengers were, however, not
immigrants but contract laborers who were basi-
cally “shanghaied” from Japan. The government
of Japan prohibited emigration of laborers. Hawaii
had become a major supplier of sugar to the United
States and an extreme shortage of laborers for the
sugar plantations had forced the owners to seek
cheap labor from foreign nations.

Combing the streets of Yokohama of laborers,
the ship’s recruiters signed up the 149 Japanese to
three-year contracts. When the Japanese govern-
ment attempted to stop the recruitment, the ship set
sail illegally with its laborers, which was only half
of the number they were seeking.

Unfortunately for the plantation owners, this
initial group of laborers did not turn out to be good
field workers. Most of the Japanese were “city
people” from the steamy dark alleys of Yokohama
who were jobless and not used to hard physical
work. Future recruitment of laborers from Japan,
once it became legal, was switched to the farm
areas of Okinawa and Kyushu.

In 1884, the United States pressured Japan to
allow laborers to emigrate as the agricultural and
lumber industries of the Western States were facing
labor shortages. The railroads were also having a

tough time. The Chinese laborers, who had com-
pleted their contract obligations, were leaving the
tough railroad jobs and heading for the cities.

By 1900, there were 24,000 Japanese working
on the West Coast and about 10,000 of them were
working on railroad section gangs. Most of the rest
of the Issei were working for the canneries, lumber
mills and farms along the West Coast. Many also
worked in the mines in the Rocky Mountain area.
Like the Chinese workers before them, the Japa-
nese laborers began to drift to the cities after their
contract work had been completed and others
began farming on a share-cropping basis.

THE ANTI-JAPANESE
MOVEMENT

With the influx of the Japanese on the West
Coast, the anti-Chinese activity of race mongers
shifted their attention to the Issei, who had begun
to alarm the white farmers and labor unions. The
Issei farmers were beginning to outproduce them.
Anti-Japanese organizations began sprouting up
and down the West Coast, and they were instru-
mental in forcing the United States to pressure

By 1900, there were
24,000 Issei working
on the West Coast.

Japan to sign a so-called “Gentlemen’s Agree-
ment” in 1907 which barred the immigration of
laborers from Japan. By 1909, about half of the
Japanese were working on farms and three-
quarters of the farm workers were in California.

Issei farmers, utilizing farming techniques they
learned in Japan, reclaimed land which were con-
sidered not usable for agriculture, and began to
develop many areas into rich agricultural areas. By
1909, the value of Japanese grown crops were
valued at $6 million and by 1920, it was to increase
to $67 million. The anti-Japanese movement in
California, therefore, escalated with farm associa-
tions, politicians and the media screaming to “send
the Japs back to where they came from.”

In the meantime, Japanese women by the thou-
sands were arriving from Japan to join their hus-
bands or to marry men already here. It was the
beginning of the stablization of Japanese commun-
ities in many cities and towns up and down the
West Coast. Those living in the cities and rural
towns opened small stores and shops to serve the
Japanese farmers and the ghetto Japanese com-
munities. Children were born, Japanese language
schools were opened to maintain and teach Japa-
nese culture, and although there was still a large
population of single men, the growing family struc-
ture within most of the Japanese communities
began to play a major role in the direction of the
growth of the communities even though they were
still dominated by the men.

The Issei had brought with them the strong

‘
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GANDY CREW—Many Issei men came
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to the United States to work on the railroads. The tough

and hardy men represented the first glimmer of the Issei’s contribution to the development and

growth of the West Coast.

TOUGH AND LONELY WORK—An Issei couple work on their leased farm in a tough and lonely
job. It was the farmers who were the strength of the Japanese communities.

values and ethics of the Meiji and Taisho periods of
Japan and, denied acceptance into the white man’s
world, in addition to being harassed by politicians
and newspapers, they retreated to their original
values and ethics as a source of protection and
inner strength.

Although quite a large number of Japanese
were living in cities and towns, the farming families
provided the economic \strength of the Japanese
communities. In fact, if it were not for the farmers,
the many Little Tokyos up and down the West
Coast would have collapsed. The Japanese were
discriminated against in employment, forced to

live in segregated areas and denied public accom-
modations in many of the cities and towns.

The drumbeat of the anti-Japanese organiza-
tions continued, as politicians and newspapers
intensified the beat. Mob violence, including arson
and forcible expulsion.from farming areas, began
to occur with increasing frequency. In Arizona,
nightriders who had successfully chased away
native Indian and Chinese farmers from a rich
agricultural area, were met with stiff resistance
from the Japanese farmers, who were helped by a
contingent of Issei leaders from Los Angeles, and
gave up trying to scare the Japanese farmers away
after a two-month campaign of intimidation and

terror.

Finally, in 1913 the racists and politicians got
together and passed the infamous Alien Land Law,
which prevented Asians from owning land in Cali-
fornia. Other states quickly followed California’s
lead and Oregon, Washington, Nevada. Arizona,
Idaho, Texas, Nebraska and even Delaware passed
similar laws. In 1920, not satisfied with the discrim-
inatory law, California passed a more restrictive
Alien Land Law.

The basis for the racist Alien Land Law was a
law passed by Congress in 1790 which restricted
eligibility for citizenship to aliens “who were free
white persons.” It was actually passed to prevent
Blacks who had been brought in as slaves from
becoming citizens. The law was later amended
after the end of the Civil War to allow “persons of
African nativity and descent” to become citizens.
In the meantime, Filipinos, who were considered
“brown,” and aliens from Japan, China, and other
Far East countries, who were considered “yellow™
were prevented from becoming citizens.

THE ORIENTAL EXCLUSION
ACT OF 1924

The blockbuster was the 1924 Oriental Exclu-
sion Act passed by the United States Congress
under pressure from the politicans from the West
Coast states. Primarily aimed at the Japanese. the

In 1913, politicians
and racists got the
Alien Land Law passed

law halted immigration of Asians from Far East
nations. It was a national insult to Japan since it
was the United States which had originally insisted
on Japanese immigration in 1884.

Constantly faced with discriminatory actions
and laws, many Issei became disillusioned and
returned home to Japan. On the other hand. most
Issei still harbored a future in the United States
despite the harassments and with patience, pride,
and hard work, stubbornly pushed on. The Issei
created exemplary Japanese communities in the
cities and towns of the West Coast in the "20s and
*30s by keeping the members of the communities
off public welfare and police blotters by taking care
of their own problems.

For example, in Los Angeles where the largest
population of Japanese resided, Japanese doctors
were not allowed to send their patients to the local
hospitals because the doctors were denied mem-
bership to the hospitals. The community built and
operated its own hospitals.

Additionally a rigid community code of conduct
was applied to all families through a network
comprised of local Japanese associations, kenjin-
kais, and other community organizations. The
young Nisei chafed under these strict rules, but the
Issei were comfortable with it since they had
always lived under the same restrictions in Japan.
It was also their form of security from the threats of
anti-Japanese factions. The Issei figured that by the
people keeping out of trouble, trouble would then
keep away from them.

But they never counted on war between the
United States and Japan.
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ARRESTED ISSEI LEADERS—Within 48
hours after the war broke out, Issei community
leaders were rounded up by the FBI and sent to

detention camps as “dangerous enemy aliens.”

Outbreak of War
Raises Rhetoric
Against Japanese

December 7, 1941. Japanese planes bombed
Pearl Harbor and triggered the expansion of the
ongoing war in Europe into a total world war.
Until that day, the people of the United States were
in a great debate about whether the nation should
avoid or enter the war to help England and Russia
in their war with Germany. Although the United
States was providing the Allies with war equip-
ment and supplies, the war in Europe seemed
distant and not too important to most Americans.
Pearl Harbor changed that attitude with a ven-
geance, and its spillover changed the lives of all
Issei and Nisei.

T'he Japanese communities were stunned by the
news and a deathly silence prevailed as the impact
of the war with Japan was something they were
least prepared for. Issei leaders of most communi-
ties met, but on the whole were undecided as to
any concerted program to counteract the expected
expansion of anti-Japanese movement on the
West Coast. They feared the worst and the worst
happened.

Within 48 hours after the attack on Pearl Har-
bor. the FBI., with the help of local police depart-
ments, swooped into the Japanese communities
and arrested hundreds of Issei. Moving swiftly with
a blanket “Presidential Warrant,” the government
agents picked up the Issei at their homes and took
them away. Most of the men in the initial roundup
were community leaders who were board mem-
bers of various community organizations ranging
from Japanese associations, business organiza-
tions. farmers’ co-ops, martial arts, Buddhist
churches and Japanese schools. A second roundup
a few months later by the FBI arrested Buddhist
ministers and Japanese language teachers. Al-
though no specific charges were filed against these
Issei. they were arrested because “the enemy aliens
would be dangerous to the public peace and safety
of the United States,” according to government
officials.

The Issei men were eventually shipped and
interned at 26 special camps set up in 16 different
interior states. Many of the families did not know
where their fathers were sent or even what
happened to them for about a year after their arrest.

NIGHTRIDERS AND
MURDERERS

It was a fearful and terrifying period for the
people. Bereft of community leaders, the people
didn’t know what to do as the war hysteria fanned

by the jingoists swirled around them. Nisei, most of
whom were still in their teens, were being beaten
by roving gangs of thugs, which forced the Chinese
to wear “I am Chinese” buttons for their safety. A
few Japanese were murdered, and nightriders shot
up homes of Japanese farmers. All during this
period, public officials did nothing to stop this
outrage and some even encouraged it with their
so-called “patriotic” inflammatory statements.

Governor Culbert Olson and Attorney General
Earl Warren of California, in addition to Mayor
Fletcher Bowron of Los Angeles, all joined the fray
to demand that the federal government “do some-
thing about these sneaky Japs.”

Congressman Leland Ford of California de-
manded that “all Japanese, whether citizens or not,
be placed in inland concentration camps,” adding
that loyal Nisei could “contribute to the safety and
welfare of this country™ by going to camp volun-
tarily.

Warren admitted that there were no acts of
sabotage of fifth column acts in California, but
added that the absence of such activities by the
Japanese Americans was confirmation that such
actions were planned for the future. And so it went
on the West Coast during the first few months after
the beginning of the war. The politicians had a field
day bad-mouthing the Issei and Nisei.

With the exception of the American Friends
Service Committee, a Quaker organization located
in Pasadena, no other organization or prominent
person spoke up to defend the defenseless Japanese
and Japanese Americans. A few individuals who
did were quickly dismissed as “Jap lovers.”

TERMINAL ISLAND
EVACUATION

In an ominous precursor, the Western Defense

P R

The FBI arrested many
Issei 48 hours afier
attack on Pearl Harbor

Command under Lt. Gen. John DeWitt on Febru-
ary 17, 1942, gave the Japanese people living on
Terminal Island 48 hours to evacuate. Most of the
people were fishermen or worked in the canneries,
and the military orders took everyone by surprise.
The residents didn’t have time to dispose of their
large belongings and worse, they had no place to
go. Temporary hostels were set up until the families
were able to find suitable housing in Los Angeles.
Once the people were forced out, it didn’t take long
before all the homes were looted.

Then in late February, a curfew was ordered for
all Issei and Japanese Americans living along the
West Coast. Everyone had to be in their homes at
night and no one could travel more than five miles
from their home without special permission. The
noose was tightening.

In Washington D.C. others were loudly clamor-
ing to get heard on the issue. Senator Tom Stewart
of Tennessee declared that “the Japanese are
cowardly and immoral. They are different from
Americans in every conceivable way, and no Jap-
anese should have the right to claim American
citizenship.”

Not to be outdone, Congressman John Rankin
of Mississippi said “this is a race war. I say it is of
vital importance that we get rid of every Japanese
whether in Hawaii or on the mainland . .. Damn
them! Let us get rid of them now!”

To many young Nisei on the West Coast read-
ing such stuff almost daily in the newspapers
created a feeling of both anger and helplessness.
Listening to the news and commentaries on the
radio also added to the confusion. It was all nega-
tive, and the immediate future appeared forebod-
ing and scary.

The fact that John Edgar Hoover, the FBI chief,
stated to government officials that there was no
sabotage committed in Hawaii fell on deaf ears.
The ball was rolling, and men in top positions of
President Roosevelt’s administration, including
Secretary of War Henry Stimson, were urging the
President to move on the “problem.”

Unknown to the innocent Issei and Japanese
Americans, on February 19, 1942, President
Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066, the in-
famous order to evacuate all Japanese and Japa-
nese Americans from the West Coast.
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The Evacuation and Internment Caused Untold Losses

When news of the proposed Evacuation hit the
Japanese community in Los Angeles, everyone
became numb with incredulity. All that flak about
getting “rid of the Japs™ by politicians, newspapers,
and radio had seemed like just a lot of anti-
Japanese rhetoric to many of the people, but now it
was really happening to the horror of everyone.

The worried Issei of each neighborhood gath-
ered together to discuss the ramifications of the
Evacuation order. The news was pretty sketchy,
but it was a government announcement and the
concern was the Evacuation’s effect on the future
of each family and the Japanese community as a
whole. In many of the neighborhoods, there were
families where the father had been taken away by
the FBI after the outbreak of the war and since no
one knew where they were taken, the Issei took a
bleak and gloomy outlook on the situation.

The Nisei youngsters were also concerned about
what was going to happen, but another dimension
was added to their thoughts—were they Ameri-
cans or were they Japanese? They lived in multi-
racial neighborhoods along with Blacks, Chinese,
Mexicans and Whites all their lives and had
thought that they were the same as their friends.
They met racial prejudice only when they left their
neighborhoods. Few had ever been to Japan and
most spoke only the most rudimentary Japanese in
order to converse with their Issei parents. They
were all confused and in shock.

Some had older brothers already serving in the
Army, and the incongruity of the situation puzzled

>

them. “Is he going to stay in the Army, or will they
order him into the camps with the rest of us
because he’s a Japanese or a Japanese American or
whatever they think he is?” asked a worried Nisei.
“The whole thing stinks.”

FARMERS IN QUANDARY

Meantime, the Issei farmers up and down the
coast were also in a quandary. Many had agricultu-
ral crops ready for harvest and wondered what to
do. Others had planted their crops for the coming
season and were concerned about whether they
should continue irrigating and weeding to save the
new plants. Since the Issei farmers were a major
source of agricultural products in California, the
government got into the act. The farmers were told
to continue taking care of their planted crops and
harvest as required. It was a no-win situation for
the farmers.

In the meantime, scavengers converged in areas
where the Japanese people lived and bought furni-
ture and appliances from the distraught families at
ten cents to a dollar. The buyers swooped into the

Scavengers ‘bought’
furniture from people
at 10 cents to a dollar.

Japanese communities like locusts knowing that
the people had to get rid of all household goodsin a
short period of time and took every advantage of
the situation. Bedroom, living room, and kitchen
furniture was being hauled away by the truck loads
by buyers who showed no mercy in bargaining
with the people. It was take it or leave it, and many
of the families, incensed with the cold-hearted atti-
tude of the buyers, gave their household goods to
their neighbors.

Many families stored their belongings in the
local Buddhist churches, but in the end, almost
every church was looted during the war. It was a
disheartening situation, and since no one really
knew what was going to happen to them, many felt
that they would never be back, and they handled
everything on that basis. They got rid of everything
they could and left the rest of the stuff to history. All
they knew was that they were being put into
concentration camps and that they could only take
what they could carry.

Meanwhile, Army personnel on Jeeps began
posting Evacuation notices on buildings and utility
poles. The posted notices defined zones to be evac-
uated, usually covering an area with about 250
families, giving the date and the place to assemble
from where the people would be transported to
temporary assembly camps in buses and trains
“escorted” by armed Army soldiers.

Rumors were flying around the various Japa-
nese communities as to the final destination of the

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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THE BEGINNING—Japanese residents from downtown area of Los
Angeles gather at collection area at the old vacant railroad station to wait

The Evacuation

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Evacuation, and the most persistent story was that
they were all headed to concentration camps
located in remote deserts. With that rumor in
mind, many families living in the cities began pur-
chasing heavy boots since they were positive that
the thin city oxford shoes they wore would not last
a month in the desert terrrain. There was alsoa run
on lumberjack-type shirts since it was said that
nights in the desert got pretty cold. No one really
knew during the early days of the Evacuation, but
many families were not taking any chances. Fami-
lies too poor to buy these extra protective wear just
had to go with what they had and hope for the best.

EVACUATION OF STOCKTON
AND LODI

Evacuation notices were posted in Stockton and
Lodi, two small farming towns in Northern Cali-
fornia about fifteen miles apart, in early May,
1942. Everyone living in both cities and the sur-
rounding areas were ordered to assemble at a
specific location in each city. They were to carry

(1942).

with them bedding and linens (no mattress), toilet
articles, clothing, “sufficient knives, forks, spoons,
plates, bowls and cups for each members of the
family, and essential personal effects.”

Suitcases were not a normal item in most Japa-
nese households and so there was a rush to pur-
chase cheap fake leather wood-frame suitcases to
stuff and carry what they could. A number of
families dug out their old straw carrying cases
which they had originally used 25 to 40 yearss
before when they first emigrated from Japan. The
old cases were stiff and bulky, but clothes and
bedding were easy to pack. It was a frantic situa-
tion with less than a week’s notice and many

R R

The Evacuation forced
people to leave behind
many valuable items.

for busses to take them to the Santa Anita Assembly Center

valuable personal items had to be left behind.

The Evacuation of the Japanese from both
Stockton and Lodi was accomplished in one day
with the people transported to the Stockton
assembly center. A total of 4,271 persons were
herded into the makeshift center, which was a
former fair ground.

In the meantime, the story was the same in Los
Angeles except that it was on a larger scale. There
were about 60,000 Japanese living in Los Angeles
County, and there was no way the Army was going
to evacuate all those people in one day. And there
was no single camp capable of holding that many
people. The Evacuation in Los Angeles County
took a number of weeks to complete, and the
people were sent to different camps including
Santa Anita race track (18,719 persons), Pomona
fair grounds (5,434), Manzanar (10,046), and Pos-
ton (17, 814). Like the Stockton center, Santa
Anita and Pomona were temporary assembly cen-
ters, whereas Manzanar and Poston were concen-
tration camps for the duration of the war.
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END OF THE LINE—Japanese evacuees end first step of Evacuation as
they get off trains and are greeted by armed soldiers at the Santa Anita

Assembly Center. The people were dismayed to see soldiers
and guard towers surrounding the camp.

18,719 People were Crammed in
Santa Anita Assembly Center

The temporary so-called assembly center at
Santa Anita already had security fences around the
huge race track, but tall military guard towers were
constructed around the perimeter of the race track
property. Seeing the guard towers with helmeted
soldiers with bayonet-mounted rifles for the first
time was a shock to the evacuees as they were led
to the camp entrance after getting off the trains and
buses which had transported them from their
towns and cities.

The trains and buses loaded with evacuees con-
tinued to roll into Santa Anta during a three-week
period. As each group was herded into the camp,
they first had to go through an inspection line
where every suitcase and package had to be emp-
tied. The inspectors poked and rummaged through
the personal effects of everyone looking for “con-
traband” like kitchen knives and any other items
which could possibly be used as a weapon.

Evacuees were being sent to Santa Anita from
all over the state. They were from San Jose, Moun-
tain View, Santa Barbara, San Diego, Los Angeles
and other areas of Central and Southern Cali-
fornia.

“When our family and the rest of us were first
sent to Santa Anita, I never forgot my first impres-

sion of the place . . . I never saw so damn many
Japanese in my life,” said a young Nisei. “In fact, I
didn’t know that there were so many Japanese
around.”

The Santa Anita Assembly Center, which was
to be the premier thoroughbred race track in the
nation, was hastily converted into a concentration
camp to house over 18,000 Issei and Japanese
Americans. The huge parking lot where thousands
of horse players used to park their cars was now a
sea of wooden barracks set in geometric order. The
one-story buildings each had eight small units as
housing units for the Japanese evacuees. The units
were basically sleeping quarters with four bare
walls and Army sleeping cots. Being temporary,
the buildings were put together quickly and in a
slipshod manner. Privacy was at a premium as the
wooden partitions were never joined properly, and
a single hanging light bulb served as lighting for
each unit.

On the other hand, the housing units set up for
the people in the stable area were worse. There
were rows of low buildings in the western section
of Santa Anita which used to be the stable area for
some of the more famous horses who used to run in

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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SANTA ANITA—Hundreds of barracks were built on huge parking lot of Santa Anita race track.

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
the race track. Each small unit had a double door,
the top half which could be opened so that horses
could stick their necks out, and the floor was paved
with asphalt. The walls were whitewashed, but it
was still a horse stable. Four Army cots took most
of the space and so very few people spent time in
the stable units except for sleeping. It was bad
enough to make a person wonder about the per-
sonal worth of a human being. It was a humiliating
situaton

“I mean it was horrible. It was just a place to
sleep, if at all, and if it weren’t for the fact that
thousands of others were faced with the same
situation, I would have screamed to high heaven
for the indignity of the damn thing,” remembered a
Nisei. “How low can you get? It made me feel like |
was nothing. Or maybe equal to a horse.”

THE MESS HALLS

People ate in huge buildings which were called
mess halls. There were the “Blue,” “Red,” and
“White” mess halls where you were served cafete-
ria style. You stood in line with thousands of other
people to eat, and if you were just a little late, it
took at least a half hour before you were lucky to
even get into the place. Then you grabbed a plate,
moved into a line where they plopped the food into
the plate and then went looking for a place to sit
among thousands of other people who were eating,
or were trying to eat with dignity, on long tables
elbow to elbow with other people, who were total
strangers. You just ate the slop and left. There was

nothing personal about eating in a huge mess hall
It was like a pig farm where everyone ate because
they were feeding you, but the food you ate was
something you never remembered . . . you just ate
and fled the mess hall. It was a mess, all right.

For a few months there was a camouflage proj-
ect where about 800 Nisei were “employed” at
eight dollars a month to make huge camouflage
nets for the Army. But for most people, there was
simply nothing to do. Thousands of people were
just aimlessly walking around the huge compound
looking for friends or anything else of interest.

Fenced in a huge compound with guard towers,
there was a totally helpless feeling which prevailed
in the camp. For the youngsters, it was just a new
expernience. They made new friends and life
seemed “normal” on the surface, but for the older
people it was a demoralizing situation. They had
lost everything they had worked for, and the future
looked bleak. All they had was what they were
able to carry into the camps—some clothes and
bedding, toilet articles and a few small personal
belongings like family albums

Outside of the fence, the people watched the
automobiles whizzing by on Huntington Drive as if
nothing had changed. Many cars slowed down as
people drove by the Santa Anita Assembly Center
to gawk at the Japanese behind the fence, but the
military police on Jeeps quickly appeared to warn
the drivers to keep moving. Nevertheless, looking
outside from inside the fence, everything seemed
normal, and nobody appeared to care that thou-
sands of American citizens were interned in a

concentration camp within the County of Los
Angeles.
TIME FOR ASSESSMENT

For the Nisei, it was a time for assessing who
they were and where they fit in as Americans.
I'heir original belief of being an American was
trampled on by the Evacuation and internment.
I'he outcome of the war was still in doubt during
the early days of the internment, but most Nisei felt
that eventually the United States would defeat
Japan, and since nothing was said about what the
government was going to do with the interned Issei
and Nisei after the end of the war, there were all
kinds of wild and scary rumors floating in the
camps.

One rumor which really worried the Nisei was
that the government would eventually ship all
Japanese, aliens and citizens, to Japan. It seemed
farfetched, but so did the Evacuation until it hap-
pened. In the world outside of the barbed wire
fences, there were politicians and newspapers
demanding that all Japanese be sent to Japan,
which didn’t help the frame of mind of the Nisei,
many of whom were already disillusioned. Just the
thought of the idea sent chills through most Nisei

Another crazy rumor had the people being sent
permanently to an Indian reservation and being
treated as second-class citizens like the Indians,
who were really the true native Americans. To
many of the people, after what had happened to
them since the outbreak of the war, anything was
possible.
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FIXING UP—A family puts up drapes for privacy and to soften
the harsh and bare quarters in the Stockton Assembly Center.

County Fair Grounds Became Stockton Assembly Center

The Japanese people from the San Joaquin
Valley, which included the cities of Stockton and
Lodi where the largest concentration of the people
lived, were herded into the hurriedly-built Stock-
ton Assembly Center during May, 1942. The
assembly center was built at the San Joaquin
County Fair Grounds, which was located near
State Highway 99 in Stockton.

After going through a line where everyone had
their hand-carried luggage and suitcases inspected
for contraband such as kitchen knives and other
items which the inspectors thought could be used
as weapons, the people were given a quick health
check. Each family was assigned a unit as their
living quarter, and they trudged to their new
“home.”

As they carried their belongings, the rows of
barracks with their black tar-papered walls looked
ominous to the evacuees. Many of their worst fears
were realized when they entered their units for the
first time. Their unit was a small single room
measuring 20 ft. by 20 ft., which was the largest,
and worse, the walls and floor were constructed of
rough-hewn lumber. A single light bulb hung from
the ceiling.

SOME WOMEN CRIED

Picking up their Army cots and blankets, a
family of five didn’t have much room left after the
cots were arranged in the small room. Some
women, after the initial ordeal of leaving their
homes and friends that morning, and ending up
that evening surveying the bleak situation in the
camp, sat down and cried.

The Stockton camp officials quickly rounded up
a crew of cooks and kitchen helpers from among
the evacuees and hastily made meals were served
in the mess halls that night. The first night at the
Stockton Assembly Center was quiet as everyone
silently tried to comprehend the rush of events
during the past few weeks which finally brought

them there behind barbed wires and guarded
soldiers.

The assembly camps were operated under the
direction of the Western Defense Command,
which was directed by Gen. John DeWitt, who
uttered the infamous words, “Once a Jap, always a
Jap.” The administrative workers in the camps
were civilians hired by the government.

After a short sputtering start, the camp slowly
became organized. Various jobs for the camp’s
daily operation were assigned to adult internees.
General maintenance workers, typists, sales clerks
for the canteens, and recreation organizers were
some of the typical jobs. The camp newspaper, “El
Joaquin,” was published by an all-internee staff
headed by Barry Saiki, editor of the mimeo-
graphed newsletter.

UNNERVING EXPERIENCE

Eating in community mess halls with hundreds
of strangers was a new and unnerving experience
as was visiting the mass shower and toilet facilities.
Living in small quarters amid the tightly-spaced
barracks, privacy was impossible. As demoralizing
as the situation and atmosphere was, a community
spirit of working together to improve the deplora-
ble conditions slowly began to emerge among the
Issei and adult Nisei.

The Issei led the way with their “shikata-ga-nai”
attitude and reasoning that they were all in this

Using mass shower and
toilet facilities was
an unnerving experience.

together, they organized groups for various cultural
activities to keep everybody’s spirits up. The Eva-
cuation and internment was now a fact, and they
knew that there wasn’t anything they could do
about it. The Issei, therefore, silently endured the
situation and slowly tried to make improvements,
no matter how small, of life in the camp.

They put up hand-made drapes at the small
windows, not only for privacy, but also to soften
the hard and raw interior of their units. Loose
lumber and pieces of wood were nowhere to be
seen on the grounds of the camp since they were
quickly picked up and made into shelves. The
small open areas between the barracks were kept
free of trash as each family assumed the responsibil-
ity of maintaining them.

A DEADENING ROUTINE

No one knew how long they would be interned
in the Stockton camp, although rumors were con-
tinually making the rounds that they would be sent
here or there, or even shipped to Japan. As life in
camp settled into a deadening routine, the many
rumors, good or bad, helped perk up conversations
and an interest and concern about their next
destination.

After five stultifying months in the Stockton
camp, and a lot of rumors, on September 10, 1942,
the camp newspaper suddenly announced the next
step in their internment with the following head-
line: “DESTINATION-—ARKANSAS!!”

Within four days, a train with about 200 inter-
nees were on their way to Rohwer. The initial
group was an advance crew comprised of two
Nisei doctors, a nurse, cook, kitchen workers, elec-
tricians, plumbers, carpenters, and other workers
essential for opening the camp in Arkansas. In
early October, the exodus to Rohwer began as
trains with internees left the Stockton Assembly
Center on an irregular schedule. The camp was
officially closed on October 17, 1942.
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CITY NEWS —]

More Japs |
Leave ArcadiaE

Transfer of 500 to
Arkansas Cuts Camp
Population Under 8000

Moving with smooth effi-
ciency attained through
imonths of handling the Japa-
[nese problem in Southern|
California, Federal authori-|
|ties have segregated and|
started another 500 inmates
|of the Santa Anita Assembly
|Center by train to Rowher,
;Ark., where they will remain
{for the duration of the war.
| The latest of thrice-weekly de-
|partures - reduced the Arcadia
|Center’s population to less than
| 8000—somewhat below 50 per
}cnnt of its maximum four months
ago.

NO JAPANESE SPOKEN [

Except for the slanted eyes and
flat noses of nearly all the eva>-
uees, the departure could easily
have been that of an equal num-
ber of Americans of Caucasian
blood.

Not a word of Japanese was

ON TO ROHWER—This is the front page of the Los Angeles Times
when the first group of internees left the Santa Anita Assembly Center for
Rohwer. The newspaper article sounded like they were glad to get rid of

NO TEARFUL FAREWELL—A train ride is a new experience for many

A ANITA INTERNEES SENT ON

WAY TO ARKANSAS

they begin a new adventure. Five hundred were moved out in the
American-born Japanese children. These young Orientals are happy as last shift to inland centers.

us. Such were the times during World War II when very few of the media,
with their racist attitude, recognized that they were helping to create the
climate for what is now called the “Great American Tragedy.”

A Long and Weary 3-Day
Train Ride to Rohwer Camp

At the huge Santa Anita assembly center, where
more than 18,000 Japanese were interned, train-
loads of internees were leaving almost every other
day to concentration camps during late August and
early September, 1942, to such destinations as in
Colorado, Wyoming, and Arizona. It was a guess-
ing game as to where anyone was going to end up.
Notices were delivered to the families in the bar-
racks and within a week, they were on the train for
a long trip to their next camp. Since they were
allowed to bring into the camps only what they
could carry, which were the bare essentials of items
needed to live daily in a concentration camp, it
didn’t take long for the people to pack their belong-
ings and board the trains.

Unlike Santa Anita, the entire population of the
Stockton Assembly Center was headed for the
Rohwer concentration camp. The 4,271 persons
were transferred over a period from September 14
to October 17, 1942, when the camp was officially
closed. It took eight trainloads of internees, about
500 persons per train, to empty out the Stockton
camp.

From the Santa Anita camp, the first trainload
of internees left for the Arkansas concentration
camp on September 25, 1942. Eventually, about
4,200 persons were sent to the Rohwer camp from

Santa Anita, which was about equal in numbers to
the entire population of the Stockton camp.

FIRST TRAIN RIDE FOR NISEI

For most of the young Nisei, it was their firsf
train ride and also the first time they had ever left
the state of California. The Issei, on the other hand,
had ridden on trains and buses in both Japan and
the United States, and even steamships as they
crossed the Pacific Ocean to immigrate to the West
Coast. In fact, a lot of the Issei men had worked on
the railroads and mines in the Rocky Mountain
area and as far east as Nebraska. So it was old hat
to the Issei men with the exception now they were
riding the rails as “enemy aliens” and being trans-
ferred from one concentration camp to another
with their families. And it was no “free” ride.

The trains from both camps took the southern
route through the states of Arizona, New Mexico,
Texas, Louisiana and finally to southern Arkansas,
where the Rohwer camp was located. It was a slow
and long three-day trip with many stops along the
track sidings to allow faster trains to pass by.

There was a war going on, and it was evident
that every rolling stock in the country which had
wheels was in service because the trains the inter-
nees rode were vintage cars with gas lamps and
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rigid wooden seats. Air conditioning was unheard
of in those days, and the windows had to be kept
closed so that the soot from the smoke-belching
engines pulling the cars would not enter the cars.
With the train crammed with people, it was stifling
hot and uncomfortable.

The military police were in the last car of the
train, and they would walk through each car from
time to time to check things out. Whenever the
train stopped, whether at a railroad siding or at a
station in a small town, the soldiers would jump
out and stand guard on both sides of the train just in
case someone would try to escape, which never
happened, but they also stood guard to keep the
curious townspeople away from the train.

Most of the townspeople did not know that the
trains carried Japanese internees since the govern-
ment tried to keep a lid on information about the
train movements in order to avoid trouble from the
local populace as the trains rolled by the towns and
cities. In fact, shades in every car had to be pulled
down anytime the trains stopped in a station. In a
way, it was a spooky train ride.

RESTLESS CHILDREN

There were a lot of kids on the train, and it
seemed like most of them were constantly racing
from one end of the train to the other end. There
was a lot of admonishing, “Now you sit here and
be quiet!” type of stern parental orders, but most of
the restless children were off and running within
five minutes. And in a way, it was a crowded
madhouse.

Many of the young people were excited about
the train ride because here was a chance to see the
country which you only read about in geograplty
books in schools and originally, they sat glued to
the windows taking in the scenery as the train
chugged eastward. Going through Arizona, New
Mexico and Texas, however, the scenery never
changed. It was a continuous band of endless

expanse of plains during the first two days of the
ride, and it didn’t take long for most people to
become quickly bored. No mountains, no trees,
and no rivers.

The only thing that the people looked forward
to was eating. It was the only time the young
children sat quietly with their parents as they
waited to be fed. The food wasn’t much, as sand-
wiches were served during lunch most of the time,
and it appeared that the cheapest and easiest to
cook food was for dinner. Rice and shoyu was a
no-show.

One of the strangest things about the dining cars
were the black waiters in their white coats. The
internees sat down at the tables, the waiters
brought a plate of food and eating utensils. You ate
and then left as the waiters cleared the tables for the
next group. It was never made clear as to whether
the waiters were Army personnel or employed by
the railroad company running the train. Anyway, it
was a weird situation since at the assembly centers,
everyone had to line up, grab a plate, have food
slapped on, find a seat, eat, then take the plates and
utensils to the dishwashers. It was surmised that the
cars were too narrow for that type of service, and
the method utilized was probably efficient and
faster even if they had to have waiters.

GRIDLOCK AT WASHROOMS

Probably the biggest problem riding for three
long days on the train was trying to keep and feel

L Y

Changing clothes was
impossible and most wore
same clothes during trip

7 ROHWER—The camp was less than ten miles
from Mississippi River, and Jerome, the other con-
centration camp, was about 25 miles from Rohwer.
Rohwer, the farming area didn’t really have a
town, and the nearby town of McGehee was the
closest post office. The area was a swampy delta

clean. There was one small washroom in the back
of each car with a toilet and a wash basin. About all
anyone could do was to brush their teeth and wash
their face. There was a gridlock every morning in
front of the washroom. With the September heat of
the Southwest and unable to wash up, the first
thing everyone swore they were going to do when
they got to Rohwer was to take a shower.

Changing clothes was almost impossible, and
most wore the same clothes during the three-day
trip. When it came to sleeping, you just slouched
on the hard wooden seats and slept in your clothes.
Some took off their shoes and others slept with
them on, but it really didn’t matter since everyone
was in the same uncomfortable situation. The
more fastidious internees changed socks every day,
and some even managed to change shirts or blouses
in the washrooms, but it was a losing proposition
since the muggy and stuffy heat in the cars induced
perspiration faster than you could change shirts. It
was a no-win situation.

Sleeping was also difficult since the people had
to sleep where they sat. It was impossible to stretch
out, although many slept on the floor and in the
narrow aisles hoping that no one would walk
through in the dark and step on them. The rigid
and upright wooden seats didn’t help any, but
some have said that the steady clickety-clack of the
train wheels soothed them to sleep.

As the train rolled into Louisiana during the
third day, the people began to perk up a little since
the scenery became more interesting with clusters
of trees and some bayous appearing. More invigo-
rating was the rumor that the train would reach the
Rohwer concentration camp late that afternoon.
The long three-day train ride had sapped the
energy and spirit of the people, and in an incongru-
ous way, the passengers seemed happy that the
long ordeal was over and that they were finally
reaching the end of the line, a concentration camp.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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BIRD'S EYE VIEW—Rohwer concentration camp under construction
during 1942. The camp began construction in July, 1942 and was com-

pleted in January the following year, which was three months after the

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

As the train rolled by the small town of McGe-
hee, Arkansas, everyone on the train knew that the
long journey through half the length of the United
States was almost over. The train had travelled
along the bayou area of upper Louisiana and lower
Arkansas, and the sights the people saw were as
different as any they had seen or expected,
although many had read about the South. It was a
shock to see through the windows of the traina lot
of things they had read or heard about.

The train, moving slowly. had passed by fields of
cotton, which was nothing like what the passengers
expected. Coming from California with the ver-
dant green fields of vegetables and fruits, the stark
cotton fields with its spine-like bare leafless stems
with small tufts of cotton on its ends did not appear
to be productive fields. The whole scene was a
mystery, especially to the Issei, who were more
familiar with lush green fields of vegetables.

Another scene, which affected most of the
voung Nisei, was the wooden shacks in which the
black people lived. The weather-beaten homes of
the poor blacks, built about a foot above the exist-
ing ground on wooden stilts to escape the flooding
from the frequent torrential rains of the areas, gave
proof to many of the viewers that the South was
really what they had read and heard about as far as
the lives of the blacks were concerned. It was
obvious that the black people in the South were not
on equal footing with the rest of the people of the
South. To many of the Nisei, it was a cultural
awakening of the world around them even if they
were headed to a concentration camp. On the
other hand, very few of the black people who
watched the train full of Japanese people go by
knew that the passengers were headed to another
version of the white man’s prejudice and wrath.

As the train slowly moved past the small town
of McGehee in Arkansas, most of the passengers

were at the windows looking for their next home.
I'hey knew that the destination was near because
the train was slowing down.

It was a clear warm day in September, late in the
afternoon. No one really knew what to expect and,
coupled with the strange sights of the South they
were witness to during the last day of the train ride,
there was apprehension and concern that the camp
they were headed to may be the worst of their
expectations. Things were bad enough as they
were.

Except for the fields of cotton on one side of the
railroad with large patches of woods with tall trees,
the left side of the train was all woods. The trees
didn’t compare with the redwood trees of Califor-
nia, but it was wooded fairly thick with large
bushes interspersed. A gravel highway ran parallel
with the railroad track, but with little traffic. There
were very few people sighted along the way as the
train neared Rohwer. The only positive note
among the passengers was that at least the camp
was not located in the middle of a desert if what
they were seeing from the train was any indication
of the type of environment in which the concentra-
tion camp would be located. Hope springs eternal
and any positive sign, whether to soften the
approaching internment in an unknown concen-
tration camp or an improvement over either the
Santa Anita or the Stockton assembly centers, was

P R R R

Restless children would
race the length of the
train over and over again.

internees arrived. Nails and scrap lumber left by contractors were prized
items of the people.

wished upon as an omen for better treatment and a
more comfortable confinement.

“ROHWER!”

Voices rose as the train neared the camp and
everyone moved to one side of the train to get their
first look at Rohwer. As the train slowed down in
front of the Rohwer concentration camp, there
were a lot of disappointed groans as the rows and
rows of tar-papered barracks came into view. A
closer inspection of the sight also brought into
focus the ubiquitous barbed wire fences and the
guard towers. It was not unexpected, but still dis-
appointing and depressing.

“Rohwer!” yelled the soldier as he walked
through the cars. “Get ready to leave!”

People began scrambling back to their seats as
others went looking for their children. Taking
down the battered cheap suitcases from the shelves
above their seats, the Issei solemnly sat down on
the car seats to wait for the next step in their life. A
few calmly picked up some loose papers on the
floor and dutifully took it back to the trash box in
the rear of the car. They wanted to make sure that
the car was in the same condition when they left as
when they first boarded it. Although they did not
consider themselves as guests, it was a trained habit
and part of their culture to make sure that you did
not show disrespect to your friends or strangers by
leaving behind a dirty room or place.

As the steel wheels of the train whined to a stop
on the rails, the soldiers jumped off the train from
each car and stood by the entrance to the cars.
They helped the elderly off the high steps as other
internees lowered their baggage for them. Eve-
ryone slowly walked down the slope of the tracks
with their suitcases and packages to the level
ground covered with weeds. Most just looked at
the sprawling camp in front of them.
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VIEW FROM RAILROAD TRACKS—BIleak rows of tightly grouped
barracks was the scene of the Rohwer camp from the adjacent railroad
tracks and highway. The camp held 8,475 internees when it first opened.

Internees added makeshift shades above windows to shield small living
quarters from hot summer sun.

Rohwer Camp was Built in
Delta Area of Arkansas

Tracks came down in front of each car, and the
people and their belongings were loaded in the
back and taken to the entrance of the camp where
there were more military police standing guard.
After a quick check by the soldiers, the truck
continued into the administrative area of the camp
where everyone had to get off and register. They
were given tags with their family name and the unit
number of their next home in the camp.

It was hot and dusty, but most were eager to go
to their next “home,” take a shower and rest in
privacy after the long three-day train ride across
half the nation in cramped old passenger cars
which were put out to pasture many years before
because of age, but brought back into service dur-
ing the war for emergencies such as transporting
internees.

There was no welcoming committee, and no
one expected any. Trainloads of internees were
coming in almost every day, and most of the
people already there were busy putting their small
units in the wooden barracks in shape. Steel army
cots, mattresses and army blankets were distrib-
uted to each family, and that was it.

The trucks took them to their block, and the
people were left to look for their living unit after
unloading their belongings and the cots. There
were 12 tar-papered barracks to a block, with six
units to a barrack. Six barracks were lined up on
each side of the block, and in the center were the
mess hall and the restroom-shower-wash building.
Each block was designed to house about 250 per-
sons. A dirt road and a drainage ditch surrounded
each block.

As the internees first walked up the wooden
steps into their unit, they were faced with a stark,
minimal room. The floor and walls were wooden
planks, a lone bar to hang clothes and a pot-bellied
stove, which was fired with cut logs to warm up the
room during the winter. And that was it.

SOME UNITS WERE SHARED

The units were simply a place to sleep. Some
large families were fitted into two adjacent rooms,
whereas some families with only three or four
members who were assigned to the larger units at
the end of the barracks had to share the units with a
stranger. (Editor’s note: The Kunitsugu family had
a father and three sons, and so shared their unit
with a Mr. Katsuki, an Issei bachelor who worked
as a cook at the block mess hall.) Bachelors were
usually assigned three to four in a room, and most
mothers warned their daughters not to ever visit the
bachelor units. And so it went as the people tried to
make the best of a bad situation.

As everyone tried to settle down, the first few
weeks went by with most people trying to find out
where their friends were “living” in the camp.
Whereas the Issei, most of whom were in their 40s
and 50s, were doing their best to make life more
comfortable in the small bare living quarters, the
younger Nisei were all over the camp looking for
their friends and trading “addresses.”

Already “experienced” in living in concentra-
tion camps called “assembly centers,” the internees
went about their daily life in a docile and quiet
way. Conversation in the living quarters was kept

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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AND WHEN IT RAINS... Built in the delta area, the back portion of the
camp was often flooded whenever an Arkansas downpour occurred.

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

at a low murmur since the walls between each unit
were not exactly sound proof, to say the least.
Privacy was at a premium. Most people met and
conversed with their friends outside of living units
since there were no chairs or tables. Young roman-
tic couples found it impossible to be alone in the
camp. Most settled for long walks around the camp
holding hands.

“WHAT CAMP WERE YOU IN?”

Because of the Evacuation and internment of
more than 120,000 Issei and Japanese Americans,
the most common greeting after two Nisei stran-
gers would meet was, “What camp were you in?”
And if from the same camp, “What block were
you in?” It was for purposes of identification and
also to acknowledge without elaboration that they
had both been through the same experience. It was
a common bond to which only the Issei and Nisei
could relate, and it was a strong emotional tie. And
so very few people ever forgot the “address™ of
their unit in the concentration camps.

The “address” was simplified to the block
number, barracks number and the unit letter, as in
“11-3-F.” The mailing post office was McGehee,
since it was the closest town with a post office. The
“town” of Rohwer, outside of the concentration
camp, consisted of only a few homes and cotton
farms. And with an instant population of 8,475
persons, the Rohwer concentration camp became
the sixth largest city in the state of Arkansas.

Located in the southeast corner of Arkansas

near Mississippi River and near the border of Loui-
siana, the Rohwer camp was built in the marshy
delta area of the Mississippi River’s flood plain.
The land was owned by Farm Security Adminis-
tration of the government with plans to help the
low income farm families, but because it required a
lot of work to clear and drain the area, developers
had abandoned it. The WRA purchased the land
to build the Rohwer concentration camp in 1942.

In an article written by Russell Bearden in the
Dumas Clarion, Arkansas, newspaper on Sep-
tember 20, 1989, it quotes an observer who noted
of the wooded areas, “water moccasins, copper-
heads, and rattlesnakes are found there together
with usual swarms of mosquitos which infest the
swamplands . . . and throughout the operation of
the camp, the Japanese had to live with the ever
present mud and swarming mosquitoes.”

The camp was laid out and built in a square grid
on about 500 acres in a series of blocks. Each block
was separated by a drainage ditch and a narrow
dirt road. Arkansas State Highway 1 and the Mis-
souri Pacific Railway tracks ran a few hundred feet
from the entrance of the camp.

Barracks units were
Just a place to sleep
1o most of the people.

Wooden plank sidewalks sometimes were also under water, which made
walking outdoors a hazardous and damp trip.

When the first internees arrived in September
1942, the camp was still under construction. With
the exception of the renovation of the barracks into
school classrooms and the construction of the
auditorium-gymnasium, which were built later, the
camp was essentially completed in February,
1943, when the hospital building became opera-
tional. Workers from the ranks of the internees
completed most of the work after that.

The southwest portion of the camp, which had
tall trees growing between the rows of barracks
and which was the back end of the camp, was also
the low area of Rohwer. Consequently, after a
torrential rain, the area would be flooded above the
wooden plank walks built betweent the barracks.
Entrances to the restrooms and the mess halls in
some of the blocks had to be sandbagged to pre-
vent the buildings from being flooded.

In addition to the trees, the people planted
bushes and plants, found in abundance in the sur-
rounding woods, to soften the dreadful and repeti-
tious sight of the tar-papered barracks lined up in
military-like formation. Perhaps because of the
trees and the green foliage, some people have said
that the Rohwer camp was the “most beautiful” of
all the camps. A “beautiful” concentration camp is
incongruous, but the internees tried to improve the
harsh environment of Rohwer.

WEATHER

The internees of the Rohwer camp were from
Southern and Central California, where the weath-
er is usually a pretty consistent element—hot,
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warm, or cool, with a minimum of rain and zero
snow. On rare occasions, the temperature has
dipped below freezing. Tornadoes and typhoons
were unheard of, and the humidity was generally
low. And so with the exception of earthquakes,
most of the people had lived in a comfortable
weather zone all their lives. Then they were sent to
Arkansas.

One of the best descriptions of the weather
conditions in Arkansas was written by Eiichi
Kamiya, a former Rohwer internee who revisited
the camp in 1979 and wrote an article of his trip for
the Pacific Citizen. Kamiya wrote as follows:

“To the uninitiated, Rohwer is about 40 miles
north of the Louisiana border and about seven
miles from both the Mississippi and Arkansas
Rivers.

“We used to say that it was far enough south to
catch Gulf Coast hurricanes, far enough north to
catch Midwestern tornadoes, close enough to the
rivers to be inundated by Mississippi Valley floods,
and lush enough to be the haven for every creepy,
crawly creature and pesky insect in the world. It
seemed to rain all spring, be stifling all summer,
have those sand flinging winds in autumn, and
have the audacity to snow in winter.”

You get the idea. Everything was served up in
spades, and the first year was a major shock to the
internees as they tried to cope with the weather
conditions which ranged from hot to cold and wet
to freezing. After a cold wet night, the people
would wake up in the morning to find foot-long
icicles dangling from the eaves of the barrack roofs.

The soil of the area turned to dust in the summer
and into a gooey sticky muddy mess during the
winter. The wooden plank walks were necessary as
it was difficult to walk on the stuff after the usual
rain. They also kept the mothers sane as they kept
most of the kids from walking into their quarters
with mud-caked shoes.

The tar paper which covered the outside of the
barracks did their little bit to withhold the chilly
winds from entering into the units through the
cracks of the wood boards, but it failed as an
insulation. The cold easily sneaked through the
thin tar paper.

The iron pot-bellied stoves in each unit were
fired up with cut logs to warm the cold rooms
during the first two years. By the third year, there
were enough coal being shipped to Rohwer so that
it replaced the smoky logs. Most internees had
never used coal before and had to be taught how to
start burning the stuff. Some thought all you had to
do was throw a lighted match at a pile and the coal
would start burning. Growing up in the cities and
towns of California obviously did not prepare
them to handle such mundane things.

Three teenagers were
caught by police after
sneaking out of camp.

(Above) TREES—BIocks‘along back end of camp were built in wooded area. Block 7 at
left with Block 8 in background. (Left) BRRR!—Two-foot long icicles hanging from
barrack eaves attest to the freezing winters of Arkansas.

A fence surrounded the camp on all four sides
with guard towers at the corners and also midway
on each side. The military police had their quarters
near the main entrance of the camp. The men of
the military police were a friendly group, and they
even had a softball team which played with the
camp teams from time to time at the athletic field,
and the games always drew a large crowd.

The back end of the camp was a popular “door”
for Issei looking for cypress knees, or kobu to add
to their collections. With hand saws and axes, the
Issei would walk out of the camp and into the
woods with the military police’s “blessings.”

Going out into the woods in the back of the
camp may have appeared an easy way to escape if
anyone wanted to, but the woods became denser as
you walked deeper into the forest. A lot of small
creeks crisscrossed the area, and they were the
favorite swimming bayous for the poisonous water
moccasins and the fierce gatorfishes, which had
sharp teeth. Any thought of leaving the camp
quickly vanished when schools of water mocassins
swam by.

It wasn’t too difficult to sneak out of the camp if
one wanted to, but there was no place to go with-
out being detected. In 1943, three teenage Nisei
decided to try their luck and were picked up by the
state police after walking along the highway for
about a half day. They were put in jail in Pine Bluff,
had their hair shaven off, and returned to Rohwer.
That was the first and last time anyone tried to
leave camp illegally.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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FOLIAGE—Internees planted native plants to improve harsh environment of camp. This is Block 34.I

cemetery is to left of tree.

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

On the other hand, there was a large group of
internees who were trucked daily, without military
guards, to an area a few miles from the camp where
they were clearing a plot of land by chopping trees
and building an irrigation system to grow food for
the camp. And the internee farmers who grew the
stuff were also working without any presence of
military guards. No one was alarmed or cared that
there were Japanese internees working the fields
outside of the barbed wire enclosed camp.

Usually a white camp administrator went along
as a precautionary measure so that there wouldn’t
be any trouble between the internees and any
curious white people.

MANHUNT FOR LOST INTERNEE

In December, 1942, Keiji Yano went mush-
room hunting in the woods and got lost as darkness
closed in. When Yano failed to return that evening,
search parties were organized and fanned out in the
woods. With only flashlights to aid them, the var-
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BARBED WIRE FENCE—South end of camp w

v :
=

ith guard tower and fence. Rohwer memorial

ious groups pressed through the thick underbrush
and marshy terrain. The fact that it was also driz-
zling didn’t help matters much. The search was
called off at 2 a.m. as the darkness made it impossi-
ble for the searchers to see beyond ten feet.

The following morning, the search was con-
tinued with hundreds of men and youths fanning
out in small groups into the woods. Yano was
finally found late in the morning by Sanji Teranishi
and Yo Iwahashi. The mushroom hunter, aside
from the discomfort of being wet and cold, was
able to walk back into camp with the search group.
An embarrassed Yano apologized for the commo-

Cotton fields were a
mystery to Issei who
knew only green farms.

tion he had caused and said he was giving up
mushroom hunting.

INTERNEE SURVEYOR SHOT

There was, however, one incident which even-
tually led to the requirement that a military
policeman accompany a group working outside of
the compound. A Nisei surveying crew from the
camp’s engineering section was about a mile from
the camp in the woods surveying the surrounding
government property. During a survey, the five-
men crew would be stretched out for a few
hundred yards as the lead man chops away at the
brush to clear the way and others set up points and
instruments in the back.

On this day during 1944, Shig Fukuchi, the lead
man ran into a man from the back hills who was
hunting in the woods for wild turkey. When the
hunter saw Fukuchi, he yelled, “Jap!” at Fukuchi,
thinking that he was escaping from the camp.
Sensing a dangerous situation, Fukuchi took off
and ran. The hunter fired his shotgun and hit
Fukuchi in the back with a load of shotgun pellets,
most of which hit his buttocks.

“It hurt like hell, but I wasn’t about to stop. I
kept running,” said Fukuchi. Hearing the shot,
other members of the survey crew came running to
help. Seeing the group, the hunter fled. Fukuchi
was taken to the camp hospital where the pellets
were painfully removed, and he was told that
except for the wound, he was okay. About a week
later, Fukuchi was released from the camp hospital
and returned to his barrack quarters to recuperate.

The camp administration got bent out of shape
by the shooting and quickly mounted a public
relations campaign in the local newspapers about
the internees doing work immediately outside of
the camp such as farming and surveying to save the
government money. It didn’t make Fukuchi feel
any better since he had to sleep on his stomach and
couldn’t sit down for a few weeks.
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ns of all camps. Additional information listed under “Legend” is from other

Map of Rohwer camp redrawn from original plans prepared for the U.S. Army. Copy of
original plan is from collection of Robert Hasuike of Manhattan Beach, who has been

collecting pla;
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HARD WORKERS—Members of Block 20’s mess hall crew. Identified Tomiyama, (4) Inaki Iheyami, and (5) Tsunetaro Ogawa (1943).

by numbers are (1) Fumiko Tomiyama, (2) Risayo Ogawa, (3) Takane
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GIFTS FROM JAPAN—Kitchen staff and residents of Block 11 with camps. Shoyu, miso, and tea were shipped aboard exchange ship M.S.
relief goods sent by government of Japan to all of the concentration Gripsholm in December, 1943.
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MASS MESS HALL—Camp “dining” was crowded and impersonal. Every meal was eaten here

Eating in a Public Mess Hall

Whenever the subject is brought up of the
Evacuation and internment in concentration
camps during the war of Japanese Americans and
the Issei, most talk or write about the guard towers,
barbed wire fences, the tar-papered barracks in
which whole families lived in small single units,
and the communal bathrooms with its lack of
privacy. And then there were the mess halls.

Perhaps, the mess halls were rarely talked about
because of the “hey, at least they fed you people”
syndrome. Like it could have been worse, huh?
Well, let’s take a closer look at the mess caused by
the mess halls of the camps.

Each of the 33 “residential” blocks of the
Rohwer concentration camp in Arkansas had a
large mess hall building. The wood frame structure
with concrete slab floor was 40 ft. by 100 ft., large
enough for a big kitchen and a “dining” area to feed
about 275 persons, the average number of inter-
nees per block.

The members of the kitchen crew were intern-
ees, and when the mess bell rang, everybody in the
block lined up at the entrance, picked up a plate at
the counter as they walked in, food being ladled on
the plates as they walked by, and then looked
around the huge mess hall to find a place to sit and
eat.

Sounds neat and simple, but major psychologi-

R R

Family tradition was
victim of mess
hall ambience.

cal and familial problems were created.

The mess hall had rows of wood tables and

attached benches, the type you normally see at
outdoor parks. And when you sat down to eat, you
ate in front of strangers or others whom you
recently met in the camp, but nevertheless, still
strangers.
Privacy was non-existent as everyone ate at close
quarters seated next to or across from each other on
a long common “dining” table in an arena-like
atmosphere.

Although the Issei parents tried to have the
families eat together, the ambience of the mess hall
defeated their efforts. Family conversation, wheth-
er to discuss a topic of interest or to even reprimand
a son, was impossible. The family get-together at
meal time disintegrated.

In the meantime, the young kids wanted to eat
with their friends. Eventually, the mess hall took on
the look of a segregated hall as the young boys ate
together, the young girls did the same, and the Issei
were generally left to eat by themselves in small
groups.

Eating daily in a vast mess hall, added to the
strange life of just living in a concentration camp,
put enormous pressure on the Issei parents. Family
discipline was difficult to administer in addition to
the breakdown of responsibilities of each family
member.

How much all of this affected the normally
strong filial relationship of a Japanese family as
taught and nurtured by Issei parents before the
Evacuation is subject to a lot of unknown areas of
concern. The one sure thing we do know is that the
mess hall situation certainly was not a positive
ingredient or contributor to a better family life.
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CHILDREN OF BLOCK 11—(Front-1 to r) Taye
Okada, Hiroshi Ozawa, Takashi Ozawa, Henry Oga,
Seitaro Miyano, Koji Utsumi, and Itsubo Oyama.
(Second row-l to r) Kazumi Ishida, Doris Ozawa, Mit-
sugi Okada, Aiko Utsumi, Marian Ando, Jane Ishii, and
Sakae Miyano. (Back row) Takako Takai, Pauline Ishii,
and Carolyn Ando. (1943)

Children of Rohwer

The Rohwer concentration camp was probably just
another “town” to the young children of Rohwer. Their
fathers went to work every morning to the block mess hall.
Their older brothers and sisters had to go to school. They
had to attend Sunday school at the Buddhist church located
in a small public service hall. More important, there were a
lot of friends in the block they could play with every day.

They couldn’t wander away too far because of the barbed
wire fences, but it really didn’t matter to the kids. There were
a lot of small open spaces in the block where they could
romp around in the Arkansas soil with their friends. And
they never had to dress.

They had to be quiet and careful when they ate with their
parents in the big mess hall with hundreds of other people of
the block. It seemed like the older people were always
picking on them when they ate. Giggling was a no-no. The
huge white Army cups were difficult to hold with their small
hands, and when the cup slipped from their hands and
spilled water across the table where another family was
eating, they got a look from their father which said, “Wait
until we get back to our small one-unit room in the
barracks.”

Things to play with, such as ready-made toys, were
scarce. And since most of their friends also didn’t have any
toys, they had their fun devising games among the rows of
barracks. The small camp store didn’t have too much of
anything for the kids except clothes, and what kid in camp
needed clothes. There was no need to dress up since there
was no place to go in the camp anyway.

Rohwer wasn’t paradise for the young tots, but it wasn’t

A BIG FOOTBALL— (I to r) William Ozawa, Gerald Ozawa, and
Elmer Omori, also from Block 11 (1943).

too bad since there was all that mud to play in when it
rained, the many little bugs and strange critters they could
chase and catch, and best of all, their friends all lived sort of
like next door.

What the little kids didn’t know, and didn’t particularly
care was how they had ended up in a place like Rohwer.
There wasn’t too much yesterday to remember, and tomor-
row was another day for Johnny, Takashi, and Paul.
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SERIOUS ATTENTION—Listening intently are students of Rohwer’s first kindergarten class.
Students are sitting on low benches due to lack of school equipment during early days of the camp.

Education Sputtered for a While,
But Schools Finally Got Going

One of the casualties of the first year of the
Evacation was education. As the families were
forced into “assembly centers™ during the early
part of 1942, education among the youngsters took
a vacation, as they left their schools to go with their
families into the camps. Many of the students were
in their senior year in high school and never did
receive their diplomas, although in recent years,
this oversight has been recognized, and some have

|

EXPERIMENT—High school class on physics study electricity.

been belatedly receiving their high school diplomas
about 45 years after the fact.

The temporary assembly centers, where the
people were initially interned, did not have any
schools and so during the approximately four to six
months’ period the people were in these camps,
there was an extended summer vacation. This was
a period between April to October, 1942, when
the last of the assembly centers was closed.

At the so-called “relocation camps,” where the
internees were transferred from the assembly cen-
ters, it took a while for the camp’s school system to
get geared up. At Rohwer, the elementary and
secondary schools officially opened in November,
1942. The initial enrollment was 879 elementary
students and 1,138 secondary students.

ONE LOOK AT ROHWER AND
SOME TEACHERS LEFT

The WRA had recruited most of the teachers
from Arkansas, and many were criticized for
accepting teaching positions in the camp. A
number of the recruited teachers took one look at
the Rohwer camp and never came back. Others
taught at the Rohwer schools for a short period of
time and left. Some discovered that they were not
covered by federal civil service regulations and left
since their tenure at the Rohwer school was consi-
dered a temporary teaching position. And then
there were those teachers who were intrigued by

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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SMILE AGAIN!—Sixth grade class (1943).

ONE MORE TIME!—Mr. Cook’s
high school class (1943).
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ROHWER JUNIOR H IGH SCHOOL GOVERNMENT CLASS—
(Kneeling I to r) Frank Ige, Kazuto Hirata, John Fukumoto, Matsuo Ida,
Jim Kajiwara, Junichi Komuro, Tad Hamano, Yukio Fujiwara, Joe
Fujioka, Masaji Jinde, George Hanzawa, Hiroshi Fujimoto, Ray Itaya,
Mitsuo Kenmotsu, Kiyoshi Akita, Sam Ikemoto, George Kitagawa,

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

the special circumstances under which their stud-
ents were forced to live and stayed until the camp
schools closed in May, 1945.

During the early stages of the school, there were
a few teachers who came from the ranks of the
internees. Among them were Toshiko Morita,
Hiroshi Uyehara, and Lily Nanimoto. Eventually,
most of the teaching positions were filled by Nisei,
but attrition took its toll during the latter years of
the camp as many relocated to outside jobs. Assist-
ant teachers were all recruited from the camp, and

at the school’s highest enrollment period, there’

were 44 Nisei assistant teachers.

Superintendent of the schools was John Trice.
William Beasley was principal of the secondary
schools, and Merril Ziegler was principal of the
elementary school.

During the first year of the operation of the
school, classes were held in makeshift rooms of the
barracks. School furniture such as desks and chairs
were also lacking, and during the first month of the
school, students had to sit on the floor or stand up.
Emergency wooden benches were built, and they
were temporarily used as desks by the students
instead of chairs.

Chairs, desks, textbooks and other school ma-

terials arrived intermittently to the frustration of
camp school officials. Often the quality of school
supplies and materials received during the early
period of the school operation were inferior, and
teachers were forced to improvise as they taught.

During 1944, the students moved into the newly
built schools renovated from the existing barracks
in Blocks 31 (elementary) and 35 (secondary). The
auditorium-gymnasium, home economics build-
ing, and two assembly halls were completed during
1945.

The elementary schools used the State of Arkan-
sas textbooks. The school met state requirements
for graduation from high school and provided
courses necessary for entrance to college. The
school operated on a year-round schedule. In
July, 1943, the first graduation ceremony was held
as 152 students from Rohwer High School re-
ceived their diplomas. Bob Sasaki was the class
president.

ADULT EDUCATION

One of the successful programs in Rohwer was
adult education. With a lot of time on their hands,
many Issei took advantage of the courses ranging
from English to the arts and crafts. English classes
were one of the most popular among the Issei.
When the classes were first started in November,

Tadashi Hayashi, Tadao Ando, Robert Fukutomi, Yukio Ando. (Stand-
ing) Fumiko Iwamiya, Esther Kawahata, Grace Iriye, Betty Kitagawa,
Yeiko Kawano, Michiko Honda, Fumiko Endo, Jane Hori, Yoshiko
Hachiya, Eva Hirasuna, Alma Baishiki, Nancy Ishikawa, Haruko Arao,
and Janet Hamada. Instructor is Mrs. Ballard.

1942, there were 256 adult students, and it jumped
to 1,754 by May, 1943.

Arts and crafts classes were also heavily attend-
ed. The people learned to paint, carve, knit, sew,
and you name it. Most of the classes were taught by
expert internees, and the shortage of materials
forced the students and teachers to become creative
as they scrounged around the camp for substitute
materials. Small rugs were made from loose strings
and stray cloth. Wooden boxes and the local trees
outside of the camp provided the cabinet makers
and wood carvers with their needs.

Traditional Japanese arts and crafts also were
taught. The strange foliage from the nearby woods
provided ikebana teachers with a challenge, where-
as the lack of sumi ink did not deter those attending
calligraphy classes.

In essence, the schools and adult education filled
in the otherwise vacant periods of time. With a lot
of idle time on their hands, many of the internees
preferred to attend creative classes taught by fellow
internees. Whether they were farmers, merchants,
gardeners, or housewives before the Evacuation,
the Issei men and women believed in self-im-
provement, and under even the worst of condi-
tions, they took the opportunity to learn and better
themselves as individuals even in a concentration
camp.
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(Above) ADULT EDUCATION—The 1943 grad-
uating class of the dressmaking school, which
was certified by the Arkansas Trade and Indus-
trial Division of the State Dept. of Education. The
instructor was Sadako Yasui (front center with
arrow). Adult education programs were very
popular with internees.

(Right) TEAM SPORTS—Volleyball was part
of high school physical education program.

(Right) OUTDOOR COURT—High school stu-
dents played basketball on dirt floors, which
made dribbling dangerous.
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CHURCH SERVICE—A memorial service being held by the Rohwer Buddhist Church in a public
service building, many of which were used as churches.

Churches were Important Part of Internees’ Life in Camp

An important facet of life in the Rohwer camp
was religion, which played a strong part in stabiliz-
ing and maintaining the sanity of the people
thrown into concentration camps in far-away
Arkansas. In all of the camps, the WRA permitted
the Buddhist, Protestant, and Catholic churches to
practice. The exception was Shinto, which was
considered the national religion of Japan by the
authorities, and was banned.

According to statistics from the WRA for all of
the ten camps, 55 per cent of the people were
Buddhist, 28.9 per cent were Protestants, and 2 per
cent were Catholics. About 13 per cent of the
people refused to say what they believed in, or did
not believe in, and a few others were members of
small obscure sects. At Rohwer, it was estimated
that 50 per cent of the internees were Buddhist with
the Protestants, Catholics, and non-believers rang-
ing near the WRA’s national percentages.

Services for all of the churches in Rohwer were
held in barracks called public service halls. Each
block had a recreation hall, which were used for
camp activities such as adult education classrooms,
movies, judo and boxing, and meeting rooms for
Boy and Girl Scouts. Eight of the buildings were
used as churches.

The public service halls were smaller than the
residential barracks. Also made of wood frame and
tar paper, the buildings were just a big room (20 ft.
by 100 ft.) with a concrete slab floor. Long wooden
benches served as pews during the early days of the
camp and later were replaced with folding chairs.

THE BUDDHIST CHURCH

A major problem faced by Buddhists not only in
Rohwer, but also in the other concentration camps,
was the shortage of ministers. During the early
days after the outbreak of World War II, the FBI
had arrested many of the Buddhist ministers along
with other Issei leaders and sent them to special
detention camps in Montana, Texas, and New

Mexico. Most of the ministers were released a few
years later and were allowed to join their families
in the other camps.

At Rohwer, Rev. Enryo Unno and Rev. Sei-
kaku Mizutani worked to get the Buddhist church
started during the chaotic early months of the
camp. With the aid of former lay leaders, they
quickly organized the Rohwer Young Buddhist
Association. In 1943, the church held its first Bon-
Odori celebration witnessed by thousands of
internees.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

Catholic church members numbered less than
100 in Rohwer. Since there were no Issei or Nisei
Catholic priests, the Maryknoll Catholic Church
sent their priests into the camps to serve its
members. The Maryknoll church had a mission in
Los Angeles serving the Japanese community for
years, and since both the Rohwer and Jerome
camps had members from the Maryknoll church,
they assigned Father John Swift, who also spoke
fluent Japanese, to both camps. Father Swift
arrived in March, 1943, seven months after the
camp was opened.

Father Swift had a tough schedule, and he went
back and forth between the two camps. He would
hold Mass at Jerome on Sunday mornings at 8
a.m. and then race over to Rohwer to hold a 10:30
a.m. Mass. During the week, he would stay at
Rohwer until Wednesday, then go to Jerome to
serve the needs of the Catholics there until after

Father John Swift
served Catholics at
both Rohwer and Jerome.

Mass on Sunday morning, when he would return
to Rohwer.

ROHWER FEDERATED
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

With members of various denominations of the
Christian church in the camp, the members and
ministers organized the Rohwer Federated Chris-
tian Church in December, 1942. Represented in
the federated church were the following denomi-
nations: Baptist, Congregational, Disciples of
Christ, Episcopal, Free Methodist, Friends, Holi-
ness, Methodist, Presbyterian, and the Salvation
Army.

Co-Pastors of the church were Rev. Joseph
Fukushima (Congregational), Rev. Sakae Haya-
kawa (Congregational), Dr. Shokichi Hata (Presby-
terian), Adjt. Takemaru Hirahara (Salvation Ar-
my), Rev. Masatsugu Kakihara (Baptist), Rev. K.
Harper Sakaue (Baptist), Rev. Kiyoshi T. Shiraishi
(Baptist), and Rev. Yoshimatsu Oyama (Free
Methodist).

Services in English and Japanese were held
separately, and Sunday school was held in six
public service halls scattered in the camp. The
federated church published two weekly bulle-
tins—one in Japanese and the other in English.

ROHWER INTER-FAITH
MINISTERIAL COUNCIL

In March, 1943, the Rohwer Inter-Faith Minis-
terial Council was organized to coordinate the
mutual concerns of the total camp involving such
areas as delinquency among the youth, the welfare
of the Issei aged, and other problems.

The first chairman was Rev. Enryo Unno (Bud-
dhist), with Rev. Joseph Fukushima (Congrega-
tional) serving as vice-chairman, and Rev. Seikaku
Mizutani (Buddhist) as secretary. All ministers and
priests in the camp were members of the council.

—

24




Medical Clinic Opened in Barracks as Hospital Delayed

Food ranked number one in importance to the
internees, and health was a close second. In fact,
the first train with evacuees to arrive at Rohwer in
September, 1942, was an advance group from the
Stockton Assembly Center among who were
cooks, kitchen workers, and two doctors (Dr.
George Sasaki, Dr. Kenji Oshidori) and a nurse
(Chitose Aihara).

As trainloads of internees from the Santa Anita
and Stockton Assembly Centers began to arrive
from mid-September to October, 1942, the need
for a medical clinic became essential. The hospital
was still under construction, and a temporary clinic
was established in Block 27 by the advance group
of Nisei medical staff. The kitchen range and an
emergency boiler of the block mess hall was util-
ized by the clinic staff to meet its medical support
requirements.

In November, 1942, the hospital was still under
construction, but with a few wards completed, the
medical staff moved in to open the hospital even
though it still lacked many of the essential medical
equipment. During the early days, all surgical cases
were sent to hospitals in the towns of Dermott and
Dumas. The Rohwer hospital became fully opera-
tional in February, 1943, with the delivery of
medical and dental equipment.

NISEI DOCTORS

Many of the books published about the Evacua-
tion and the camps have stated that the camp
hospitals were staffed with white doctors, which
was not true. The chief medical officer of the
Rohwer hospital when it was first opened was Dr.
A.T. Torrance, and those who succeeded him were
also white. The medical staff, however, was all
Japanese Americans.

At the end of 1943, the medical staff was as
follows: Hajime Kanagawa (M.D.), Roy S. Mori-
moto (D.D.S.), Wallace T. Nagata (Ostec), James
Nakamura (D.D.S.), Katsujiro Onizuka (D.D.S.),
Kenji Oshidori (D.D.S.), George Sasaki (M.D.),
Katsuto Takei (Opt.), and Kensuke Uchida
(M.D.). They all worked for $19 a month, which

D

Hospitals averaged 1,800
medical and 900 dental
cases a month.

was top pay for professionals in the camp.

There were 11 nurses with Fumi Gohata (Head
Nurse) being the only Japanese American among
them. The pharmacists were an all-Nisei staff with
Fred Koyama, Mrs. B. Takei, and Paul Matsu-
moto. There were 33 nurses aides, all recruited
from the camp.

HOSPITAL WAS BUSY PLACE

With a population of the camp at its height with
8,500, which was constantly being reduced due to
the relocation program, the hospital still averaged
about 1,800 medical and 900 dental cases a month.
Put another way, the daily average was 60 medical
and 30 dental cases a day, and this excludes those
who were hospitalized patients. A pretty heavy
load was shouldered by all of the doctors, nurses
and other hospital workers.

Even in a compressed concentration camp like
Rohwer, most people did not know that the hospi-
tal had ambulances. There were two of them, both
military ambulances with the familiar red cross
sign painted on the sides, and were used primarily
to transport patients to and from their units and the

-hospitals. The ambulances rarely raced through the

narrow dirt roads of the camp with the familiar
blaring sirens since emergencies were rare.
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ROHWER FARM—Ready for planting are cultivated rows after internees
had cleared and drained the land.

to mess halls and helped reduce camp food costs.

Strange Soil Did Not Stump
Issei Farmers at Rohwer

One of the most successful enterprises of the
Rohwer camp was its agricultural program. As in
other concentration camps, there was in Rohwer a
large pool of experienced Issei and Nisei farmers,
who were utilized to prepare the land near the
camp for cultivation and production of vegetables.

With a war going on, there was a nationwide
shortage of many items, including food. The
WRA, therefore, did not always receive its food
allotment quota to feed the internees. The officials
turned to the Issei and Nisei farmers for help, and a
success story was initiated.

Most of the concentration camps were built in
arid desert-like areas with empty plains for miles
around the barbed wire enclosure. And the intern-
ees made the areas bloom with field of vegetables,
which the local people had said would never grow.
The interned farmers, mostly from California, had
consistently proven them wrong—from Arizona
to Wyoming to Arkansas—during their years of
internment in the camps.

The land around the Rohwer camp was differ-
ent from other camps. It was heavily wooded, not
level, and of course, marshy. Nevertheless, during
1942, an area of about 600 acres outside of the
camp was chosen for the experiment. A team of
Nisei “lumberjacks and timber workers” was
organized to clear the land. It was a tough and
dangerous job as the men chopped down trees, cut
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Rohwer farm raised
85 per cent of camp’s
vegetable needs.

away the large branches, and dug and pulled the
huge tree roots from the ground. It took months to
clear the land so that it could be cultivated.

In the meantime, others worked on developing a
drainage and an irrigation system to draw water
from the bayous. Local farmers had never seen
crops irrigated by the methods used by the Issei.
The veteran Issei farmers were just getting started.

DRAINAGE SYSTEM BUILT

The group was led by Jensuke Kanegaye and
Frank Nishikawa. Advisors to the agricultural
operation were Utsuro Hiramoto, Hanji Inouye,
Sokichi Ishimaru, Jisaku Kasa, Sakujiro Wata-
nabe and Hoichi Yamaguchi. They studied the
strange soil, went deep back in their memories of
the farms in Japan, and their farming experience in
the delta area near Sacramento, California. They
found the Arkansas delta soil fertile, and after the
drainage system was developed to dry out the land,
the agricultural project was under way.

In the end, the Rohwer farm was growing rad-
ish, lettuce, carrot, corn, tomato, eggplant, water-
melon, and, of course, daikon. By the end of 1943,
the Rohwer internee farmers produced 85 percent
of the camp’s vegetable needs. In fact, surplus
vegetables were shipped to the Arkansas State
Veterans Hospital and Camp Robinson, the Army
installation in Arkansas.

The local people who lived in the areas where
the concentration camps were located were
amazed at what the Issei and Nisei farmers were
able to grow in land which most had thought
would be impossible to produce vegetables. It is
said that in some of the areas, local farmers are
today growing vegetables initially grown by Japa-
nese farmers during their internment.
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CAMPING AT THE MISSISSIPPI—In 1943, these Boy Scouts from Rohwer held a five-day
camping trip along the banks of the Mississippi River. They were invited by a Boy Scout troop from

Arkansas City.

In Spite of Barbed Wires, Boy
and Girl Scout Programs Bloomed

Many internees in the camp were not aware of
the fact that every morning at 6:30 a.m. in front of
the administration building, the Rohwer Boy
Scouts would raise the American flag as a Scout
played “To The Colors” on a trumpet. And every
evening at 5:00 p.m., the flag would be lowered as
“Retreat” was blown.

The Boy and Girl Scout programs in Rohwer
were very popular among the young people and
provided a positive influence, which is tough to do
in a concentration camp. In a period when Issei
parents were fretting about camp life being detri-
mental to the spiritual and moral growth of the
youngsters, the Boy and Girl Scout programs were
a beacon of hope in an otherwise negative envir-
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onment. And this was also true in other concentra-
tion camps.

“Once a Scout, always a Scout” had been
proven many times, and it was evident as among
the personal belongings of the internees carried into
camp were the Boy Scout handbook and uniform,
which the kids insisted on taking with them.

No one had any idea what to expect when they
were evacuated and herded into concentration
camps and, consequently, a Boy Scout program in
a camp appeared almost preposterous at the time.
But the youngsters packed their wide brim hats,
neckerchiefs, Scout shirts and pants, shoulder
sashes with merit badges, and of course, the long
Scout stocking. Even if they had doubts, the young

SMILE, GUYS—Members of Boy Scout Troop 19 from Stockton show off their colors during

camping trip in the woods of Arkansas.

Scouts believed in the program enough to have
hopes that a Scout program would exist even
behind barbed wire fences and guard towers.

The catalyst which provided the impetus for a
Scout program were the former adult Nisei Boy
and Girl Scout leaders, who saw a need for the
programs in the camp. One of the leaders of the
group was Robert Kishita of Los Angeles, who was
active in the Boy Scouts organization for many
years. Kishita, with the help of other former Scouts,
recruited young boys and girls to join the move-
ment.

Money was scarce in the camp, and so Scout
uniforms were not required nor necessary. Just join
and become a Scout. In the meantime, official
recognition by the local Arkansas Scout District
was initially sought with the help of the camp
administration staff, along with the Community
Activities section staffed by internees.

Boy Scout Troop 19 of Stockton came almost
intact and was one of the first troops activated in
Rohwer. Other troops were organized and at the
end of 1943, there were four Boy Scout Troops,
four Cub Packs, three Brownie Troops and six Girl
Scout Intermediates in the camp.

In mid-December of 1942, the Boy Scouts tra-
velled to Monticello, where permission had been
granted for the Scouts to chop down fir trees for use
as Christmas trees in Rohwer.

Not to be outdone, in September, 1943, 125
Girl Scouts from the camp were taken to a cotton
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Girl Scouts picked
cotton as their
wartime service.
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plantation just outside of Rohwer and as part of a
wartime service, helped pick 500 pounds of cotton
for Mr. Smith, the owner.

One of the biggest events was a five-day camp-
ing trip along the banks of the Mississippi River
during August, 1943. Invited by a Boy Scout troop
from Arkansas City, 115 Scouts from Rohwer and
90 from the Jerome concentration camp joined the
Scouts from Arkansas City, where they pitched
tents, went hiking, competed in Scout games and
contests, and made new friends.

As in other concentration camps, the Boy and
Girl Scout program proved to be one of the most
successful undertakings by the people in the camps.
With the woods and rivers nearby, the scouting
program in Rohwer especially had a good setting.
The camp administration officials in 1943 allowed
the Scouts to go outside of the camp from time to
time for their programs. Until then, overnight
camping was held at the athletic field in Rohwer,
and other types of outings were restricted within
the camp.

Equipment was scarce, but the enthusiasm of
the young Scouts carried the program forward
along with the strong and sympathetic leadership
provided by the adult Scout leaders. And the Issei
parents silently approved. They had better hopes
for the future of the new generation.
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ROHWER OUTPOST STAFF (1943) Japanese and English Sections: (Front Row I to r) KANGO
KUNITSUGU (Sports Editor), SHIZUE TANAKA, TONIE HONDA, IRIS KOBAYASHI,
CHIEKO KIKUCHI, VICKY KONMAN (Asst. Editor), SUZIE SAKATA, KAZUYE KORO,
EIKO ARAO. (Second Row)-MASAO SHIMADA, GEORGE AKIMOTO (Art Editor), SHOI-
CHI KOMURO (Japanese Section Editor), HENRY OGATA (Production Manager), KINGO
TASUGI, BARRY SAIKI (Editor-in-Chief). (Third Row)-HARRY OSHIMA, KAY SUZUKI,
YUZO SAKURADA, ART TAKEIL KIK TOYOFUKU. (Top Row)-GENGO MIYAHARA,

KANZO OHASHIL

Rohwer Outpost Published English
and Japanese Editions Bi-Weekly

One of the things which the people of Rohwer
camp looked forward to most was the Rohwer
Outpost, the camp newspaper. Published every
Wednesday and Saturday, the newspaper was the
only communication and information source for
the 8,500 internees. It was free and was delivered

Popular Lil Dan’l cartoon drawn by George Akimoto

to each block manager’s office, and then it was
distributed to each unit.

Its of.ices, a barrack in Block 42, was a hub-bub
of activity as young reporters walked in and out
covering stories, filled with the clatter of typewrit-
ers as the reporters banged out their articles and a
team of typists retyping the news stories onto sten-
cils, and the whirling whine of the mimeograph
machines. The atmosphere was what one expeced
from a newspaper office with one exception—
there were no telephones.

The Outpost had English and Japanese sections
with an editor-in-chief for each section. Aside from
the language, there was also a major difference in
preparing the two sections. Whereas the English
section had typewriters to mechanically prepare
the pages (electric typewriters appeared after the
war) onto the mimeograph stencils, the Japanese
section had a group of Issei who wrote each char-
acter by hand with a sharp-pointed writing instru-
ment, which cut very fine lines into the soft stencil.
It took a deft hand and damn good eyesight to do
the job.

Printed on legal size papers, the English section
usually ran an eight or ten page edition, and the
Japanese section produced a six to eight page
edition.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Rohwer Outpost

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

The Outpost generally covered camp events and
activities, club meeting notices, vital statistics,
athletic event results, editorials and various col-
umns by staff writers, and also official notices from
the WRA. There were very few letters to editors.
And contrary to what has been written by others
during the past few years, there was no WRA
censorship of the Outpost.

By far, the most popular item in the Outpost was
“Lil Dan’l,” the cartoon character drawn by
George Akimoto. Wearing a coonskin hat, “Lil
Dan’l” cavorted through the pages of the Outpost
with mostly an attitude of disdain and irreverence
toward tradition and the mundane problems of the

Japanese edition was
written by hand
by Issei calligraphers.
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internees. The drawings were descriptive enough
so that words were not needed, and therefore,
young kids and Issei both were able to understand
and laugh at “Lil Danl’s” twice-a-week ad-
ventures.

During the first few editions, Bean Takeda of
Los Angeles and Barry Saiki of Stockton were
co-editors. Saiki left the newspaper to teach at the
Rohwer High School, but returned in December,
1942, when Takeda left. Saiki directed the Outpost
until November, 1943, when he resigned. His suc-
cessor was Vicky Konman.

From the standpoint of national news pertaining
to Japanese Americans, the Pacific Citizen, pub-
lished by the Japanese American Citizens League
in Salt Lake City, was the newspaper to which
most internees subscribed and read. The Issei sub-
scribed to the Utah Nippo, published also in Salt
Lake City, for their source of national news.
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HRISTMAS PROGRAM

Noel Pageant to Highlight
Cala Holiday Festivities

Highlighting the Centor Christmas oelebrations will
bo the outdoor program presented by the Holiday com-
mittee 'at 2:30 p.m, today on the high school ethletio
field, announced Goorge Uyeda, chairman.

The Rev. Joseph Fukuchima will open the program with

a prayor,

Holiday groetings willbe extended by Rey D.

Johnston, Projeot direoter, end Dr, J. B. Hunter, chief

of Community Services.

The entire assemblod group will then

Saint Nick Will Deliver e
the Goods Tonight . cHFAAL.

Saata Cleus* will ctart on hia tour of the Center

in their

Mess halla for

et 7 o'clock to prasent over 3500 Christmas

under, who will be
tho block - hpliday

&
prograns, reported Goorge Uyoda, ohairman of the Holi-

day committoe.

The American Friends Servioce

cocorerction of the JACL
cerried out the program to
zive surprise Christmus
prosonts to ohildron in the
t rclocotion oontors.
1 tieir hoadquartors in
iladelphia, Fenn., and
ngton, D.C., reaspoot-
ively, the two groups mado
ocataots with various orga-
nizetions end individuals
including the United Pres-
byteriens, AM ond tho
lethiodists who sent to Roh-

(Continued on page 2)

committoe with the

ATTENTION /
FIRE HAZARDS

In ordor to keep this
Christmas & morry ono,
rosidonts wore oautioned
by llays Miller, fire pro-
tootion officer, to be
careful with the Christmas
lighting.

Candle flamys end wiring
on tho Christmas troos are
espeoially dangorous fire
hazards.

sing scveral
oarols led by iial Noguohi.
Two speoial Christmas num-
bers, *Arise, Shine for
Thy Light Is Coms® by George
J. Elvery and *It Came Upon
the Midnight Cleerv by
Arthur Sullivan, will be
sung by the Conter ohorus

.directod’ by Loole Parsley.

*Nativity,* tho Nool
pagoant to be actod out dy
12 Genter dromatists diroct-
od by birs, Merrill Ziegler,
will feature today's out-
door holiday show. igeinst
appropriately simple stage-
sottings and with soft
nusical ascoompaniment, the
pageant will depioct the
birth of Christ through
dramatized biblical selec-
tions.

Readers will bo the Rev.
Harper Sakaue and lMrs.
Zioglor. Botveen the scencs
the ohoral group will sing

(Continued on page 2)

Remember?

CAMP POLICE

Internal security of the camp was provided by
an internee police force comprised of about 50
Nisei. Uniformed, but unarmed, they patrolled the
camp 24-hours a day.

During the 38 months of operation, the Rohwer
police section recorded only 50 “law and order”
violations, which averaged about less than one-
and-a-half incident per month. It was the lowest
rate of all the concentration camps. Most violations
were for fighting or creating disturbances.

The soldiers who were responsible for external
security were the 334th Military Police Company.
Living in barracks at the entrance of the camp, the

soldiers patrolled the perimeter of the camp. There
were 65 men in the military police group, and also
leading a boring military stint, they organized a
softball team, which competed with Nisei camp
teams.

Rohwer was a quiet camp with only a few
minor incidents, and so by the summer of 1944, the
military police detachment was reduced to a single
officer and only 13 soldiers.

GAMBLING

People with a bent or weakness toward gam-
bling, found camp life a natural for the quiet and
solitude required to play the game. Somehow or
other, the people who enjoyed gambling were
successful in bringing with them the various para-
phernalia of the sport such as playing cards, mah-

jong sets, hana cards, and the like. Most were just
small nickel-and-dime stuff to pass the time and
generally the games were played in the bachelor
quarters, of which there were one or more in each
block.

Organized gambling, a la the notorious Tokyo
Club in pre-war Little Tokyo, did not exist since
everyone who <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>