Comments by the War Relocation Authority
On Remarks of Representative JYohn M. Costelle
Made in the House of Represeatatives

June 28, Y243

(Congressional Record, Veol, 89, No, 121, pp} 670607)
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1 %
: "No effort seems t0 huve been made tc promote a program of Americanism
among thece people."

Comment: Positive efforts to prormote Americanism have been mace continuously
at all relocation centars, They have been macde through the schools,
in adult educstion classes, in discussion forums, and £hrough
organizétions cuek as the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, YMCA, YWCA, Red
Cross and mahy others.

2.

"The pavers published at each of the centers are largely written in Japan-
ese."

Comment: Each relocation center newspaper dosc ccontein a Japanese section
for the benefit of residents vho are unsble to read the English
langzuages Thie scetion eordinsrily tokes up about one-fourth df
the totul space of each issue end hue never occupied more than
50 pércent of the snace, Ieterisl cerried in the Japunese section
consists mostly of official amnouncements and is rsviewed &as a

regular procedure both by the Var Relocction Authority and by the

Department of Justice.
",.seethere has been sbeolutzely no genuine effort to determine the fitness

Comment: The Visr Raloecation snthority makes a thorough investigation of the
behavior record of sach evacuse who applics for indefinite leave
at a relocation center. In gll cusctiorabls eases, a further
check is made epainst the recerds of the Federal investipative
agencies, If there is uny eviderce from any source thet the evacuee
might endanger the internazal sscurity of the Nation, permission for

indefinite leave is denied.
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4. 5 \
"The majority of Nisei, if removed from a pro-Japan influence, would
develop into patriotic #nd loyel citizeus in the main. They readily
adopt Amsrican curtoms, Amcricsan sporte, and an Americen wey of life."
Comment: The War Relocation Authority wholehesrtedly agrees. Ws also
believe that the mont «ffective way to continue the Amoricanism
process amorg thz Nigei is not to keon them confined in the
crowded, abnormul environment of r-loc:tion canters, but to
restore ell those with good records =5 encedily we possible to
the mainstream of Amsricen life. In foot, this ic ons of the
principal objectives bzhind the VRA lsuve progran.
Se
"Unless there is en imm:diate chengs of progrsm in thase centers the
net result will be-that practicsily the entire group of psople of
Japanege ancostry will be so thoroughly indoctrinated with anti-
Amsricen prineipl.s =28 +to meks ar undzsirabls ‘element in our population,
this in shits: of th. fret that po finur opportunity for Americanizztion
has ever buen granted uny Govorumsnt epsney."
Commant: As stated shove, the Tar Reloecsticn suthority huas mads and is
meking avery sffort to promote Americenizetion in the relocation
centsrs, It ig Adifficult, however, to carry on & program of .
Americanizstion bshird wirc enclosurcs among a group of people
who find tremselves ¢snselassly branded ss un-Americesan in the

press and ovar thes rndio by certuin public officisle and private

- organizations,
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