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When the racts about Jepsnese brutelity to the soldier prisomers from Bataan
were pade known, Aumerieans were more cutraged than they had boen since Dgcember
7, 1941, Instiuctively thoy ccntrasted that frightfulness with our treatment of
Japanese held in this country; and, without being told, Amoricans knew that pri-
soncrs in the U.S. were fed throc meals a day and had nct been clubbed or kicked
or otherwise brutalized. Too fsw, however, realize what persistent and cffictive
use Japan has Dbsen able to meke, throughout tho entire Far East, of U, 3 impri-
sennt of poersens of Japaness descent. This propuganda econcerns itself ;oss
with how the U.Se troots the pscple imprisoned +than who was imprisoncd. B y
poiiiing wut again end egein, thet, the UsSs put behind £ enees well over 100,000
pecnle of Juopancse bloed, the majority of them eitizers of. the UsSe, Jopan dos-
crives to her Far Eastern radio audiencos. ono more irnstance of Arcrican racial
discriminction, To conviree all Orientals that tho war in the Pacific is 2 epy -
scde  against the white  man's racicl cprression, the onemy shrewdly notes every
occurrerce in the U.Ss that suggests injustiec to rueial minrrities, from the
Negroes 0 the lMexicans and Jopanoss. ' B :

The enemy, of course,; deliberately refrgins from moking distinctions amon gz
the various kinds of detention . we have worked out for those of Japanese blood in
this country, Unfortunately, .Imericans themsélves are clnost as confused es the
Japanese rodioc about what has happeoned to the Japunese minority in this country--
one~tonth of 1 poer cent of the naticn's total peyulations There are three difw
ferent typss ol burbeodewire enclosures for persons of Japancso mcastry. First,
there are the Doprrtmort of JTustice cemps, which held 3,000 Jajmnese aliens econe-
sidered by the F.B,i,'potentially“a.gcrous Te the V.3, These and thest alone
cro true icternment camps, . ; ' ,

Sgeond, thore are ten other berbed-vwire cnelosed ecnters in the U,S,., inb
vhich, in 1942, the goverrment put 110,000 rersonc of Jopanesc doscent (out of a
total population in eontinental UesS. 0f 127,000), "Two-thirds of them tere citi-
zens, born in the U.Se; ono-third aliens, forbidden by lew te be eitizons., o
charges wers broughvt against them, _Wh a6 wer broke cut, all.these 110,000
were residentsin the Pacific Cvagkléié%ys- ho majority in Californiu. They wer
put behind fences when the lrmy decided that for "milit-ry necessity" all peopl e
of Japanese ancestry, citizén or “alish, mist be rerioved from the West Coost mi-
litery zone, T RESQ LY : ‘
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Within the last ' yoar . the 110,000 people evietod from the West Coast hove
boen  suddivided - into two suparate groups.s Those who have rrofessed loyaliy to
Japan or an unwillingnéss o defend *ho U.,Se have boan placed, witlh their childe
ron, in one of thg ten camps calloed ¢ "sg regation contep™ (the third type of ime
prisorment). Of tie Yomainder in the nine "loynl Ca:pé,“ 174000 have moved to
castern states to toke jobse Tae rest wait.behind the' feneo, an swkwerd problem
for the U.S. if for no oithc»reason then thet the Constitution and the Bill of
Rights were sevorcly strotelicd if pot breachod when U,S. ecitizeons were put in
prison, AT

Back in Decomber, 1941, thore - wos undorstondable norvousnoss over the tigt
littlc Japanese commntics sesticred clong tho West Coaste The long coust lin e
soe10d naked and undefonded.. Thers: wepe colonies  of Japenese fishommen in  th e
port areas, farmlonds operoted by Japaness clcss to wer plants, and litt le
Tokycs in ths heart of the big eeastal cities, .Ther: wore suspected gries among
the Japencse concentrotions and thera was. foor of sabothge.. Califernians were
urged o koep ¢2lm nnd let the authorities tckeo eare of the probleme In  the
first twc weeks ths Dopertment of Justiee scooped up about 1,500 suspccts.i few
weeks later all cnemy aliens and citizens alike were rarioved from csrtain  stra-
tegic areoas such cs Terminnl Islend in Los Argeles horbor, and spots near war
plants, power stations, ard bridges, But. ;Celifornians did not comple tely trust
the authoritics. While tho ¥,3,.1. was' plcking up its suspcocts, eivilian mitheri-
ties were besfeged with telenhone ealls from citizons rcpcrting.azspicious behovie
or of their Oricntal neighbors, Although Califerniats Attorney General ‘arren
(now governor) statcd on February 21, 1942, that ™ie have had.no sabotzge and no
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fifth~-column activity sincc the boginning of the'war, hysteris by then had begun
to spread all along the coasts' Every rumor of Japanese air and maval cpsrations
offshore, and every tale of fifth-column activity in Hawaii, nelped to raise to
mnic proportions CC‘llfOI‘I’la’S andient end doep a,ntagonls”x toward the Japanese
Anmcricanss y

For decadec  the Fearst press had campaigned against tho Yellow Peril within
the stote (1 per'cont of the population) as well as the Yellow Peril across the
seas that would one day make wer, Vhen that war prophec: came true; the news-
papers campaign of hate and fear broke all bounds.  And, when Vearst called for
‘the removal of all pecplc, of Japanese ancestry, he had as allies many pressure
groups who hed for years resented the presence of Japanose 1n this. country.

The. Amerlmn Legion. since its found ing in 1919,. has néver once failed to
‘pass an apnual resolution ageinst the Japanese Americanss The Assooiated Farmers
in California hed competitite ressons. for wen‘tlng; to get rid of the Japanese
Americans who grew vegetables at low cost on #70 million worth of Calh ornia land.

Cal:fornia's land laws = could not provent the' citizer~sons of the ‘Japenese alien

from buying t or renting *he lands ' In the cities, ag the little Tokyos grew, o
_sizable commercial business came imt'c Jopanese American hands--vege"tab,l.e commig=
“sicn houses, rotail and wholesnle enterprises of all kinds. ' It did not require a
war' t0 make the farmers, the Legion, the Native Sons and Daughters of the Golden

' Wegh, and the politicians resent and hate the Japonese Americans, ' The records of

legislation and press for many years indicate that the antagonismwas there and
growinge  War turned the antagonism into fear, and made poss:.b'le whet Californie
had clcarly wanted for decades=~to got rid of its minorrby. .

BJ oarly February both th Hearst press and the pressuré groups were loudly
demanding the eoviction of all peopls of Japamese hlood=-=to protect the state from
the onemy, and to protect the minority - from vidlence at the hdrds of F111p1nos
and other neighborss. A few cases of violence had, 1ndeed, occurred, and spy talk
ran up and down the coeste « On February 13, a group of Pacific Coast Congressmen
urged Proesident Roosevelt  to permit an evacuntion; a weck later the Prosident
‘gave  that authority tothe 'Army.' On February 2%, a Jopanese submarine shelled
the cemst near Santa Barbara Lieuberant General uohn L. DeWitt, oxt March 2, ig=
gued the arder thet all persoqs of Japarsse descent, aliens and citizens, old and
©.young, woren and children, he removed from most of California, and western Oregon
and Washington, and southern Arizome The greatest forced migration in U.Se his-
tory resulted.

ITI"RATIO’I ELSTWLRD

At first the movement of the 110,000 people 11v1rg; within the pro'hlblted
zone was to be voluntarye. The Japanese’ Americans were merely told to get out.
Within three woeks 8,000 people had packed up, hastily c losed out their business
affairs, sold their possessions or left themwith neiphbors, and set forth cbe-
diontly teoward the easts But Arizona remembered all toowell how Cglifornie had
turned back the Okies in the past, and many Japanese Amerieans wereé intercepted
at this border, {onsas patrolmen stopped theme Nevada and Wyoming protested
that they did not want to rceeive people found too dangerous for California.
About- 4,000 got as far as Colorado and Utah, It became apparent that the random
- mizration of so many unwanted people could result only in “spreading chaos. By
March 29, voluntary evacuction was forbldden, and tno Army mede its own plans to
_control the movement. .

The evacuees reported to lecal control -stations where they' fegistered and
were given a number and instructions on whet they could take (hand luggage
only) end when thoy should proceed to the first camps, ocalled assembly‘centers.
Although they were offered government help in straightening out their property
problems, many thousands, in their haste and confusion; 'and in their understend-
eble distrust of govermment, quickly did what théy could for themselves. They
sold, leased, stored,  or, lent their homs, lands, personal belongings, tractors,
and carse Tleir financial 1osses ere . 1noalcu1able.

The Aray, in, twer*’cy-elrht days, rigged up primitive barracks in fifteen
asserbly centers to provide. tern aporary quarters for 110,000, Each evacuee. made
his ovwn mettress of straw, took up his new life. By August 19 everyonc of Japa=
nese descent (cxr'cp't those confined +to insane asylums andcther safe institution)
was behind a fence, in "protective custodys" Theywere held here (still within
.the forbidden military zoné) until a new'lymcrea‘ted civilian agency, = the
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War Reloeaktion Authority, could establish other refuges farther inlande  TWRA's
job was to hold the peop le until they could be resettled in orderly fashion.

“TRA appecled +to the governors of ten nearby western states. With one ex-
ception, Colorado's Goverror Carr; ‘they protested that they did not want the
Japanese Americans to settle in their domain, nor did they wont any relocation
center erccted 'within their bérders unlesd it was well guarded by the Armye . Fi=-
 nally niné remote inland sites were .found, all of thom on federally owned land.
(One assembly cemtor . in esshorn Califoraia beceme a rolocation,camp. ) Most of
them were located, for lack of hettor acreage, on desolate but irrigable desert
" tracts. Mére tar=papored barracks wore throwh up, more wire fences built, and
oncc ‘more the people movods Ry November, 1942, oll the evacuees had packed up
their miserably few pbsséssions, had. been herded onto trains, and deposited be-
hind WRA's soldinr—guqrded fences, in crowded barracks villagos of between 7,000
and 18,000 peoplﬂ : 3’ '

Thoy folt bltterneas ‘and anger over their loss of land and ‘home and money
and freedome' »They knéw that German and Italian éaliéns--and indeed, Japencss
alicns in other parts of the UsS. had been interhed only whon the FeB¢le had rea=
son to suspect them. Second=ganeration citizens of Gorman and Italian origin
were not - evdcuated from Californiay nor were the second generstion :citizens of
Jo.pane se descunt elsewherc in the U, S. put behlnd fcncos.'- ; :

Although the evecuecs resontvm,x et rebiu&ntﬂ+10ﬂ within WRA's little Tokyos
is deep, it is seldom expressed violertly., .« Considering the emotional strains,
the. tprooting, and the, erowding, no one;omn-deny,that the record of restreint has
been remarkables Only twice have the goldiers been asked to come within & WRA
fenob to rustara o“der. “boxo. 2« 0T . yhidee Y al; ebslys tednd 5 1o

CODDLING, AT 31 CENTS 4 DAY O

.But WRA& end ¥ts director, Dillon Myer,' have been under almost conbinual at=
“tack by'congressionnl committess -in Washington, and by & whole long list of bad-
gering groups and-individuals on.the Wost Cocste.  The Dies Comrittee goos after
WRA* and the Japahése winority: at fregquéent intervals. Even Hedda Hopper), ' the
movie gossip, prattles imnuendoese. Not wishing to "imply anything," she noted
last Dscember.thet - "we'lve had more than: our sheare ' of explosions, ' train wrecks,
fires, and serious sccidents" sihce WRA has roleased so uany of the evacuces.
Actually, not one of the 17, OOO bas boen,convicted of antl-Amorican a cbivity.

WRA has usu&dly baen’ critlzed for the wrong reasonse. It has been accused of
turning loose, for rosettlement, "dangerous Japs." The implication usunlly
is that no Japanese: American should be' rsleased, although from the very beginning

"WRA's prescribed purpose wes to help the eévacuecs to find some place to live out=-
side the prohibited zone, i Apain‘and agaih, ' the pressure groups and Celifornia
Comgressmen: have urged that WRA's: ten centers bée turned over to the Army. (In
February the Presidcnt, instead, . .dropped VWRA intsoct, . with its Director Dillon
Myer; into the Dapﬁrtment.owanteribr.)’.Mbst.frequently Mre Myor has been charg-

d with pampoering the - Japchnese Americonse  Almost every day tho Heerst papers
fling word Mcoddling," with+the clear implicatdion thmt all persons of Japanese
descent, citizen or not, wonen and infants, should bs treated striectly as prison-
ers of war, which of“cour 50 they are. not. ! 3

No one who has ‘visited a relocntlon center and scen the living space, eaten
the flood, or merely kept his eyos open could honestly apply the word "ecoddling"

~t0 VRA's 'administration of the campse . The people are  jemmed together® in frame

berrockse A family of six or soven is customarily allotted an Mapartment" mea-
suring about twenty by twonty-five fects It is a bareroom, without partitions.

The only privacy p0551ble is achihved by hmnging flimsy cotton curtqlns between

the crowded beds. v

Eurniture'is'tmprovised’from bitS'of serap lumbers:. e box for a table, threec
short ends of board -mde into a boeckless chairs. Thé family's ¢lothing and fow
- personal posscssions are somohow stuffed neatly away+-on shelves if scrap lumber,

.2 priceless commodity in all csups, 1is evailable. - Otherwise,  they are stuffed

Mrermen Pe Eborharter, a member.of the Dics Committee, has said of its Septem
ber, 1943, findingc, "The report...is prejudiced, and most ¢f its statemerts
are not proven." 'The committee wound up: bj suggosting three policiés, all of
which the WRA had already adoptede »




away under the beds. The quarters are usually asnt. There are no cooking faci=
lities and no running water in the barracks, unless the evacueeé has brought his
own electric plate or had a friend "on the outside" send one in. As in Army
camps, each block of twelve or fourteen barracks (250 to 300 people) has its cen-
tral umss hall, laundry'buildlng, public latrines, and shcwers.;'- £ o 18

With faithfal” regularlty, 1rrespon51ble varns are clrculated that the evac-
uees are getting more-and better food than other Americanse ‘Actually, .the food
cost per day is held below 45 cents per persons For 15 cents = meal the food is
p0331b1v adequate, but clese to the cdge of decent nutrition. In most cemps, Lo=
_cated far from dairy distrlcts, mllk ig provided only for small childreng., nur-

sing and expectant mothors, and special dletary cascse - There are two. meatless
dey's a weck and a heavy emphasis on .starchess Nearly & third of the food regquire-
monts are grown on the irrigated fields of the canp itselfs This reduces the ac=
tual cash outlay for food to 31 eents per person. : :

G - Prasctically everyone who wants a job ean work, and most of the able bodied

.dos They plant and till: the camp's-vegetable acruage, prepare the food .in the
mess halls, do: stenographic work for tho Caucasian sta f£7; work in tho cooperative
store*.  In some centor's they make furniture for tho  administration building or
cotton mattresses to take the place of the hard straw pallotse. Soms are barboers
and cobblers for the community, doctors in”the hospital, scrubwomen in the la=-
trine, garbage colloctorss - The maximum wage (a doctor, for instance) is #19 a
months the minimum, $123 +the average, . $16.- In addition, those who work get a
'uolothlng‘allowanco ‘for themselves and their dependents=-at the most, &3.75 a
month for anadult in the northmost center. ' : -

Individual enterprises is forbidden., To sot up one's own -dressmaking ser=-
vice within the community or to sell shell jeweclry or anything clse to the out-
side is prohibited. In order to ksep the center wags uniform,” all economic ac~-
tivities must be conducted through the community cooperative, which pays its
barbers and other workers the standard stipgnds =~ With their small monthly wege,
_and by dipping into their pre=-war savlngs,‘ me st ovacueesbuyr'extras to eat, but
they enn: got only nonrationed food, since thoy possess no ration hookse They

'send 40 the mail-order houses for some of their clothes, buy shoes, yard goods,

‘and cIothing at the cooperative store. Their children go to school in the bar=
racks V111age, and when they are sick, to the center hospital. :

; Thus the pampering and thus the humiliastions A doctor distlnbuish&d 1n his
~ profession,’  who lived with grace and charm in a decently comfortable home before
. the war, 'is today huddled in a smll room with all his family. He praetices his
prof6531on for 19 a month at the center hospital, serving under a Caucasian of

'fﬁ lesser ‘accomplishmaonts, hired for considecrably more moneye A man who spent

’twenty years building up his own florist business or commission house, or who
© . operated a large vegetable farm in one of Callfo"nla's vnllbys, ‘is merely  "stoop
: labor" on tho center's acreago.

The record of Japanose-Amerlcans during the dopr6351on indicated that they
did not take to public reliefe . They'were too proude They stiuck together, helped
each other, and almost never appeared on WPA or home=-rslief listse. To virtually
all of them it is now galling to be distrusted wards of tho nation,  their meager
lodging and food & scanty handout, the payment for their labor somewhat the sames

"P‘O'L'ITIC s"

Tley have alwavs been an isolated, dlSOQrdpﬂ and therefore ingrown people.
Today this is more truc than ever. The barracks village as a rule is literally
isolated. ° At Manzanar, California, for exanple, the center is bubt a tiny square
in a vast and lonely desert valloy, between ‘two great mountain ranges. Spiritual-
ly the people are just as isolated as that. Thrown together in a. compact wracial
island of +their own frustrated people,. they grow in upon themselves and each
other; they becoms almost completely détached from American life, +the war, the

“v world.  Their small children speak more Japanese thon they would if they competed

"daily ' with pther American school children. The teen-age boys and girls are
ostentatiously American in clothes, slang, and behavior. It is as if they wero
trying too hard to convince themselves that they are Americanse They know that

~they must’ and will go out the gante scone.

| #7RA has a lexicon of its owni ~ Caucasian is the term for appointed admini-
strative personnel, to distinguish them from the M"eévacuee," sometime called
"colonists"; beyond the getoc is "the ‘outside." »



The adults think about themselves, and about the past they left. With time
and distance, Californis'é farm valleys, towns, and citieos become more golden-
hued than ever to the cvncuess. » They brood waguely aend  fearfully on the future
The war sonetimes sceums like a vague abstraction, the cause of their troubles.
And thoy think about rusors==which they - often trust .more than-they do printed
official announcersnts. It may be rumor thmt the Army will take over. Or that
the evacueae in this conter will all be transported to enothor. This is the most
rightmrlsh rumor of 911 +o neople who have mpved soO much in the past two years.

They think too, ahout the ondless detai.ls of th@ir.camp life.. Ecch group
of 250 or so evacuecs has.n hlosck manager who gets $16 a month listening to their
obrplaint's and, if possible, stroightening -out . innumerable daily problems.
Tho food in ths wess hall i budly prepared; there is no toilet paper in the
‘ladics' latrine; the nelg;hbors play the radio tco late nand toco loud; the roof
of Noe 29 barrack ‘hes a srmll loak.

Finnlly, there are gossip and politics. The Japsnese Americans back in
California went their way ':ithou't: mach participation in polities as most ‘American
citizens know ite In the barracks village of WRA there 1is little real self=-

gfnvex‘nrr.c,nt. Most of the centers have a Council madé up of block répreosentatives
Oor managerse But there is only a 8light aree within which such a congress can
mako oommunity dicisions. Usually st the mescting of the Cowncil the members do

Tittle more than 1isten to new rules, new plans of WRA, handed down from Washing=-
tor or the local director. The :,look represontatives are e,cpected to pass on the
information to all the ‘peoplee

Origina-lly TRA rwled that citizens alme could hold office in the coenters
but this proved to be unviges Two-thirds of the evacuwses sre oitizens, but most
of thess American~born Misei "aro from eightoen to twsuty=-oight yoars of age-~tco
young to take on gueh responsible jobs as the.bleck manoger'se Besides, among
the Japanese-Americans boarn hers are hundreds of Kibei-=young nmen who were sent
to Japan for part of their educations . Not all-w=but a large percentage of them=--
are pro-Japan, particulerly those who gaired the latter part of their educetion
in Japan. Disliked by the- Nisei majority,outnumbered and mladjusted the Kibei
often’ become a nwso.nce, creatlnv llttle arcas of digsatisfacticn in the Ceuter,

Thus it tumed out that tha Issei-=the allens, parents of the Nisei and Ki=-
boi-=-could best p'o vido ‘'tHe nuthority, stability, and seasoned wisdom needed i . =
block maragerse  They possessed a tradition of family and community Jdeadership,
and had commanded rospect in the paste - Above all they usually have an carnest
desire to malke the block of 2£0 or morc poople in which they live functicn in en
orderly end gquigt faghicn. . They are aliens primgrily beoause U. S. law forbade
them to bescoms citizens. ~ Many of them have = real loyalty Hut ber'ause they look
to their children's’ h“arlcfw futux'e ‘f"z‘ thelr own soc11ritv..

Polities in fhe conters has northslng ‘bo do* with offlce or votes or gpparent
‘powers. But it is peower--th 12 power i demagoguory, of spreading the infection of
bitterness, exaggerating on-instance or affroht into an issue that mey even got
- t0 the point of a small strike against WRA. The leaders rave not invariably been
pro= Tapan.  Some, both nliens and cltlzens, who had been good Americans hecame
1'1dlbna*1t at the:r 1oss of freedoh and tle ir " right to participate in the life of

he natione s

It ray be  that the acministration was not willing to permit a big funeral
- for a man accidentally killed whon & work truck overturned; it may be that three
or four-of the Caucasian staff displayed signs of race discrimination; it may be
a runor nore ‘plausible than facte The Mpoliticians" take any cne o these, or a
scrics, and worry it intc n big camp issucs. . How grest an issue it becomes depenls
most of ell on the degree of confidence the center as o wheole has in its directer
and the coolness and fairness with which he customari ly handles his pecplee Too
often the administration is ocut of tdﬁch with the rmdin issws end grisvances
within the camps VRA suffers, like eévery cther Pge“cv, from the menpower short-
ages Competent ‘cermter directors and mincr persomnel erc scarce. Often enough
the directa finds h:a._s Caucasian staff more of » problom than the evacuees.

The two so=called "ricts", whlich brought the Army cver the fence, arose from
the accumulation of small grisvances, whipped up to & orisis by groups struggling
for power and eager to put the administration on the spot. There wes, in each
instance, = strike. Actunlly a strikein a relocation center is self-defeating,
since almost all laber iA the community works +to provide goods and services for



the evacuees themsslves; no more than & hendful work in the staff mess and office
buildinge. Only whon violenece ocqurred, -end the director thought he noeded. hel
in meinteining order, was the Army- invited in. . T , 5

But trowble rarely reaches either the strile stage or violence. The people.
in the Pacific Coast's 1little Tokyos rarely appeared ~on police blotters in the
past; and now the crime reeord of WRA centers compures fa'qombly with that of
any small cities of their size, . or,. indeed, with any Army calipe Most of the
policing is done by tho evacuee theuselves, appeinted to tho "internal security"
staff of each centere: ~ : dab. . : :

Policing should be simpler than cver-from now ORe’ " The ideolegical air has
been cleared; the pro=J apun people have becn moved oube The @ ocoss of sifting
the communitiss, seperating the loyal and the disleyml, is virtually complete.
The "disloyal™ have been sent to o segregation center in northeastern Califcornia,
leaving the other nine centers populated only by loyale -

REGISTRAT ION AND SEGREGATION

To all the evacuees the two words, registration eand segregation, are ‘almost
as charged with emotion os thet disturbing torm, evacuations Quite simply the
two nouns iean that a questionnaire was subnitted tc all adults in the ccenters.to
dctermine their loyalty or disloyaltys. On the basis of th is'y plus FeB.I. records
and in some instances special hearings, WRA granted or deniad the evacuees "leave
clearsnce," the risht to go East and find a jobe The same informotion was used
as a basis for segrogating the "disloyel"™ in a separate center. About 18,000
(the "disloyal" and all their dopendents) will sit cut the w ar at Tule Lake with-
in a high, man proof, barbed=wire enclosure, unless Jepan shows nore enthusiasm
than she has to-dete for their repatriation.: (These 18,000 must not be confused
with the few thousand intorned by the Departrent of Justice.) -

But separating the loyal and disloyal is not so simple a job as it might
soem. - Loyalty is difficult tc¢ measure accurstely eon eny scole , ond thHe sif ting
of evacuess was c¢lumsily handleds .The procgss began in February, 193, when, the
Army decided +to reoruit o cowbat wnit of Japanese Americans. * A registration
formwas printed occntaining twenty-cight quostions to detormine leyalty ard
willingness to fighte It.was to be filled out by all men of militery agee Some= .
onc realized that it would be well to have just sueh records on all adults in the-
conterss  Plans were sudderly ehanged and everyonc {row seventecn years of age
up was given the twonty-eight questions. Ll nl  Fesdn o

Nothing is uiere disastrous in a rumor=-ridden, di strustful, nourctic communi-
ty like a relocatien center than to usnke one explamation of purposc today and a
quite difforent one t omorrows  The peopls, newly arrived in the WRA centers, were
still stunned by thoir evacuation, loss of prcperty end freedom, and were acute=-
ly conscious of their stigms as "emcmy." There was wisunderstanding about the
purpose cf registration ap most of the centerse The questionnaire was so care -
lossly framed its wording had 0o be' changed during the process of registration.
A fow thousand refused 4o £ill out the form at alle - Others, rememboring that
they had logt businsss, home, and their civil rights, wrote angry, ("disloyal")
answerse They had no -enthusinsn for . defenling a democretic Americe that had
inprisoned them for no orino anl without trial.

WRA, in an effort to be fair, has granted hearing in rocent months for those
wisbingto explain tho answers they made in anger dndccnfusione: Pride made a few
poople stick tu what they first wrotee There is 1ittle question that the major-
ity of adults sent to Tule Lake feel lryalty to Japan, -but there ere also behind
Tule's fences o few thousand vho are not dislpyal. :

Most of the Issei who chose Tule Lake .are thore because of firm ties of lo=
yolty to Japan, or strong ties of femily relationshipsae Some Issei were afraid
of bringing reprisals upon their rclatives in Japan by affirming loyalty to the
JeSe The parents who chose Tuls Lake wusually have taken all their children with
thems Only a few sons'snd dsughters over seventeen, who had the right to choose
for themselves, cculd resist strong family pressures It is ironic and revealing
that at the high schcol at Tule Lake, civics and . Amorican history aro popular
clected courgoese ' : & dvabo, &+ A _

Jamn, however, make no legal  claims of protective interest in the.Nissi or
Kibeie Vhen tho Spanish censul visits Tule. to.repart conditions to Japan, he is
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legally concerned only with the welfare of the Isseil, the naticnals of Japane
And, under:U.S. law, the Nigei 2nd Kibei cannot abrogate the ir Ancricen citizen--
ship curing wartime; even if they want toe " Their expatriation, Ahd even the re=-

‘-patr*ation of most o the Issei to Japan, during the war, is unlike ly. Negotia=-

tions for ths oxchange 5f civilian war prisoners Have been slow, end the delay is

due to Japan, not to the U.S. State Dopartmont.

"To a minority living at‘Tulo Lake, - Joapan's umillingness to arrange fre=-

- quent exchange of prisoners is not ‘1shearten1nt. This mlnority doss not want to
" set sail Tor Jepens it wants to stay in the U.S¢ 'People are at Tule Leke for
“many complieated reascns besides “Slsloyhlty“ and fanily relationshipse There is

evidence,; for éxample, ‘thet some chose this. kind of imprisonment for reasons of

security end wariness. This is indicated by the percentages of people in varicus

conbers who said * they wanted " to be segragated, ' Vhen the decision was rade
last fall to turn the Tule Lake camp into 'a sogregation denter, nearly 6,000 out
of 13,000 v651dents of that center docided to stay put.' This hibh percentage of
"dlsloyal " the highest in meny conter, is explainod in part by urwillingness to
be uprooted and moved ‘againe In the Minlduk& reloeation center, in Idaho, only
225 pebple out of :,OOO ohose to go to ule.

“There are 2 few ‘tired and d1scnurarrd people from other TRI centers who wont

" 40 Tule Lake' “beoause they know' ‘that the barbed-wire fonces in thet carp would
‘stand permanéntly throughout the'war._ They reasoned that they would Have certain
Jrefuge for the duration, while the ‘other centers, according %o nvacueo rumor,

might be abruptly clused, and everyonc turneé loose w1thout resc JUrces.

\

Some chose Tule Leke imprlsonment as a gesturs agalnst what they consider

*". the broken promises of democracy. Foriexample, thers is a young Nisei who en-

listod in California early in“1941 because he felt strongly about fascisme He
was abruptly thrown out of his country's arumy aftcr Japan attacked the Us -8 - and
put behind the fences along with all the cther gvacueccss In February, 1943, whon
he was handed a questionnaire on loyalty and his willingness to© dofend the U.S.,
he was teoo angry to prove his "loyalty" that way; ho hed already cuply demonstrat-
od it, He is at Tule Iake, ndt*bhocauss of his love for Japen, - but as a protest
to the gbvérnmeht'ha'hbnbstly wanted to serve back in'1941. : '

. There'is a Japanese American who fought in theé last wer in the U.S. frmy,.
and is & member ‘'of the Ameriecan Legion. TWhen the Japaness ‘strucl Pearl Harbor,
he offered his services to the Army armd to 1ndustry in California,. - . He was turned
down. Semt to a reldeation center he became a "troublemaker", with the slogan,

MIf you think you are an wmerican, +try walkinv out the gate. " He was packed of f

to an "isoletion eventer,™ and P1n111y wound up at Tule Lake. Last yoar the U.S.
Treasury received a check from him,' mailed from behlnd Tule's barbed wires. It
wos a sunm ‘in oxcess of #100 and rcpreseﬂted his income tax for the calendar year,
1942, when he had received belated payment for his 1941 services as nevigator on
a Portuguese ship. He ‘insisted on paying his tax, as ‘'usuale.- He has, of course
no wish to go 4o Japan. He too sits out the war ‘at Tule Lake in protest against

failure of democrecy.

The minority who ar® in Tule for reashbns of weariness w protest are not ime
portant humerically. - But thaey- show what can happen to poople who are confused,

. difeouraged, or justifiably angry. They roveal soms ugly scars inflicted by our

societys' It is too carly to speculatb [about what will happen to those 18,000

“prisonerse A few thousands, at the m- st, may get abroad the Gripsholme. Will all

the rest: be shipped flnally to a defeated Japan? Or will they be a postwar U.S.
problem? N

Yhere the Tule que prisoners will enq their days ishléss.igpcftant to con=
sider than what is to beooqe of those "10&&1" evacwes  who are still in the nine

‘other centerss ‘Everyone deemed loyal, by the sifting process of registration

and hearings, has been granted "1eave clearancs.” ’ F‘rtifieﬁ with a handful of
official papers, =a numberod 1dent1ftca+ion eard Dbesring his pictwre and finger=
prints, an evacuec can sot forth £0 the Baste He gets his rallroad fare, $3 a
day travel mons Y, and 1f he has no savings $25 in cashe

During the last twelve months, 17,000 evacueés have had the courage to go
"outside." They are, with rare cxceptions, young and single, or married but
childless. A Niseil hes to mustor considerable courage to go ouft into the socisty

:‘that rejected him twd’ ycﬁ*s ‘agoe  From behind the fence "the outside” has beccme

vague, enormous, pnd foa“ful. = mho huddling togéthet, wh’oh is resanted, is non=

»
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theless a oohesive, protective force, hard to overcome. 4s he;leavaythe.soldier-
guarded gate, the young Nisei is about as lonely as any.human being could be; he
faces even more prejudice than his father did as immigrant contract labor. :

The most powerful magnets to draw him out are letters from friends who have
already gone east., 'Those who have made the plunge usually report back to their
friends enthusiastically. The people whe have started a new--most of them from
eighteen to  thirty years old--are the pioneers. In the factories.and in the
restaurants and hotels, in the offices and in the kitchens where they work, they
are building a . futurc not.merely for themselves, but for those .who may follow.

. When they write back, . ™/e can eat  in any. restaurant in- New Yerk," K they
spread a little hopes Or, "I attracted very little attention on the.train." Or,
"In Chicago, nobody seems to care that I have a Japanese face." -They tell of the:
church groups .who are almost alone in providing some kind or organized.social
protection for ‘those ﬁhq,felo?ate in cities like Chieago. e N g

They are being sent "outside" wherever a not=too=precjudiced commun ity pro=
vides opportunitys. ° Séven WRA regional officers have staffs scouting for job
prospects, talking to employers of farm end industrial labor, sounding out publiec
opinion, and, in general , smoothing the way. Illinois has taken more relocat=
ed American Japanose than any other stat¢---4,000. Most of those have found jobs
in and around Chicagos . Winnetka housewives cowmpete far Nisci servants, end even
the Chicago Tribune has been calme Only Hearst howlse :

Ohio's industrial cities have taken about 1,500 from the relecation centerse
Although special clearances have been needed for the sastern defense area, a few
hundred have already gone to New York City, and the straam to the  northeaster n
statos will increase steadily.  Scattered thronghout midwestern states like Wis=

¥

consin, Montana, and Iowa are hundreds moro. ..

- There are, of course, areas of rosistanecc. Antagonism to WRA's evacuee is.
apt to ‘increase,not diminish,when thc Europear war ends and the casualty lists.
ocomd only from the Pacific, Utah has taken about 2,000 evacuees--mostly in Og=
den and Salt Lake City, where at first they were quictly absorbede But last:
month the state A.Fe of Lo petitioned Salt Lake City authorities to dony business
licensss to people of Japanesc ancestrys Two thousand have gone to Colorado, but
recent campaigns like Hearst's in the Denver Post and proposed new diseriminetory
legislation keep the state arouscd, Vioyne . We Hill, o state representetive in
Colorado, wearing thwe uniform of a sergeant in the U.S. Army, got emergency leave
from his camp last month to beg .the Colorado Legislature not to pass a bill bare
ring Japanese aliens from owning lande. = About to be discharged from the Army, he
said, "I am just as willing to die a political doath.as I am to die in battles.to
preserve American freedom."” He¢ was warmly applauded, but the House passed the
bill; the Sennte turned it down fifteen to twolve. ' : :

Arizons has had such'a spree of raeé hating in the last year that WRA .does.
not try +to place people oOf Japanesé ‘ancestry theres A year ago the . governor
signed a bill making it impossible to sell anything=-even a pack of eigaretteg=-
to a person of Japa ness descent without first publishing in the newspaper, days
in advance, one's intention +to do so, ‘and filing documents with the -governor,
The law was declared unconstitutional a fter a few months' operation. It was not
aimod meroly at the new WRA reseottlers who nwiber fifty-sevens It was integded .-
to strangle Arizona's prewar Japanese American population(asz), many of whom make. -

a good living in the highly competitive buqihess of vegotable farming. ,

With only 17,000 young, unencumbsred, and fairly bold Nisei out on their own,
the biggest and hardest job of resettloment remains. “he supply of young people
without dependents 1is not unlimited. Early this year the Armmy, which had pre=-
viously accepted only voluntcers,* decided to draft the Nisei, like Negroes for
segregated units. This new turn of events will draw off a few thousand GVAGUOES e
But the most difficult problems are obviously the lerge families and the other
peoples Depending heavily on the well-known tightness of the fanily unit of its
evacuees, WRA belioves that many of the young mon  and women already relocated
will “Soon bring thsir parents and small sisters and brothers outs . Perhaps these .
Nisei who ars so aggressively American themselves will not want their familie s

*No less than 1,200 Nisei have slready volunteered from behind the wire fen=-
ces of the centerse Includ ing Hawailan Nisei’, +tho total in the armed forces in - .
January wes close to' 10,000, Some mrg' doing intslligence’ work in the South
Pacifice An all=Japanese Amcrican battalion did distinguished serviee in Italy, -
with hoavy losses. g : &4

.
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: Yowever, in WRA centers there cre hundreds of families with several young
children, none old enough to‘,llee_we alones He is"d courageous father who dares to
start a new life with these responsibilities jvhén,"' at the center, food, shelter,
education, medical care, $16 a month, and clothing-are pr ovided, Farm families
are often afraid to vt TeMidwest totry a totally now kird of egriculture. And
many feel thet they are too old to start again as day leborerse. There are the men
who had retail, export, import, vholesgle, commission businesses. The concen=-
trated Little Tokvos in Californie’ madé possible a whole commercial structure in
which the Japanese provided goods and services for each others Presumably there
will be no more little Tokyos to serve. ‘ ‘ '

Even if the cvecuecs werc allowed back on the Pacific Coast tomorrow, they
could not resdily ésteblish themselves in ths old patterns Quitc apart from race
pre judice, the gap they left had closed in two years. Except for the few who own
land, they would have to build in California nas pationtly as they now do in the
Enste Thev have been more thoroughly dislocsted then thoy realize as they think

v

nostalgically about Celifornine .

No one can guage how soon ths prewer unwillingmess to accept : charity or
governmont relicf deteriorstes into a not unploasent hiebit of security. It 1is
too much to e xpeot of any people that their pride be unbreakables  Saie of the
0id farm women who were "stoop labor"-all their lives, evon aftor the Nisei sons’
landholdings or leased acres Yooeme sizable, havée had the first rést in their
hista ye Most of the old bachelors who had always been day laborers frankly en-
joy the security. of the centers. ' T

If tho wrr lagts two more yeonrs, and if WRA has succceded in' finding pleces
for 25,000 more. Janpancse Amcricans in the next twenty~-four months (and WRA hopes
to better that fimre), it will be a jobwell done. Tt would leave some 45,000
in the rolocation cemters; as continuing public werds, not to menmtion over 29,000
at Tule Leke and the Dopartment of Justice intcrnment campss Whatever the final
residuve, 25,000 or 45,000, it is certain thet the "protective custody" of 1942
‘and 1943 cannot end otherwise than in a kind of Indien resorvation, to plague the
conscience of Americans for many ydars to come § v

"ILTTARY NECESSITY," "PRCTECTIVE CUSTODY"

Mearwhile in the coming months, and perhaps years, a series of cases testing
tho constitutionality of evacwtion =and detention, oven suits for recovery of
property will comes beforc the higher courts. Verdicts of "unconstitutional," or
even eventusl settlement,of property,claims cannot undo the recorde It is writ -
_ten not only in militery orders, in American Legion resolutions, Hearst headlires,
end Suprerme Court archives. It is wri tten in the lives of thousands of human be-
ings, most of them citizens of U.S.

When future historions review the record, they may have difficulty recon=
ciling the Army's policy in California with thet pursued in Hewaiie People of
Japancse blood meke up morc than one-third of the Fewaiian Isl1mds' population,
yet no large-scole cvacuation was ordered after Pearl Herbor and Hickam Field
beceme o shamblese Martial law was declared; ocertain important constitutional
rights of = evoryome were suspendeds The Department of Justice and the military
authorities went ebout their business, rounded up a few thousand suspects. In
Hawaii, unlike California, there was rno strong political or & conomic presure de=
manding cvacuation of the Japanese Americanse Indeed, had they been romoved, the
very foundation of poacetime Fawniian life, sugar and pineapple grewing, would
have besn wreckede Gencral DeLos C. Emmons, who commanded the Hawaiian district
in 1942, has said of the Japancse Americans thre: "They added matorially to the
strength of the areas"

Fa two full years ths West Coast "military necessity" order of March,1942
has remainced in force=--an unprecendentod quasi-martial law, suspending a small
minority's constitutional rights of personal liberty and fresdom of actions Those
loval evacuees who can take jobs in war plants inthe East have reason to ask
why they are forbidden to return to California +to plant cabbagese MMr. Stimson
and Mr, Knox have assurad the notion that the Japonese enemy is not coming to our
shorese The Pacific Coast is now a "defense command,™ no longer a "a theatre of
oporations," in the Army's own terminologye. Ench month the March, 1%2, order
seems more unreasonable.
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Perhaps the Army forbids the evacuees to retuwn home less for military rea-

sons than because of strong Calif ormia pressures and threatss ‘The Hearst papers .

on the Pacific Coast promisc pogroms of any Jepanese citizen or alien in permite
ted to come homes New groups like thc Home Kront Commandos of Sacramento  have
risen to ®ry: "They must stay out==--or else. The Associated Farmers _and the
California Grange, thc American Legion and the Sons and Deughters of the Golden
West reiterate the theme of or elses Politicians listén and pubhcity urgc that
the dospised minority be kept out of California for the durstion. :

There are Cahforniana who care about civil liberties and humen: justice and
see the grave danger of continued quasi-martial law,but they have difficulty get-
ting their side heardes The California C4I.0., tha League of Women Voters, and
segments of the church are all putting up = fight against continued "prabective
security." They work side by side with the Comaittee on American Principles and
Fair Play, = group thgt inclw es such distinguished Californians as President
Robert G. Sproul of the Un1v'erslty of'’ Calii‘ornla, Ray Lymen Wilbur,  .and Maurice
‘E+ Harrison. L jorel, ' S

Lieutenant Goneral John L. DeWitt, who ordered ths: evacuation in 1942, en=
éouraged California's racist pressure groups when he s=id, "I don't care what
“they do with the Japs as long as they don't send them back heres A Jap is a Jap™
General Delos C. Emmons, who succeeded De Witt on the West Coast last September,
‘gays very littles He is the same Genheral Emmons who declded not to gpder whole-
sale evecuation of the Japansse from Hawaii. :

The longer the Army permits California and the rest of Pacific Ccast to be
closed to everyone of Japsnese descent the more time is given the Hearst papers
. and their allies to convince Californians that they will indeed yield to lawless=-
ness if the urwanted minority . is permitted %o return. By continuing +to keep
Amorican citizens in "protective custody," the U.S. is holding to a policy as
¢ ‘ominous as it is news The American custem in the past has been to lock up the
‘~citizens who commits violence, not the'victim of his threats and blows. . The
~doctrine of "protective custody" could prove altogether too convenient a weapon
“in many other situationse In Califor nia, & state with a long history of race
hetred and vigilanteism, antaegonism is already building against the Negroes,
who have come in for war jobse : Vhat is to prevent their removal to jails, to
"protect them" from riots? Or Negroes in Detroit, Jews in Boston, Mexieans in
Texas? The possibilities of "protective custody" are-.endless, as the Nazis have

mply proved.

«
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