—

On the other side of the pdatform was the lineup of the drums and
the gong.. ..the big drums, the medium size# one, the snare drum
of cow hide and fascinating little snare drum made of fax skin.
Suddenly teacher called, '‘he Little ones may begin now." 86

&he-girls-started—to Tineup and spresd out their-fans. But the

little girls continued to run around and giggle. Once more

teacher shouted, "Pracitce begins." And the girls finally

5egan to straggle into line. Most of them came because it was

so much fun to come to practice to see their frie;::?tiybecause
their pafents were so anxious to have them ZXF¥/AY/iAfd learn.
The teacher sang and fYE/P¥Yi played the shamisen while the
pupils flung their amms around and lifted their legs. Vhen they
stamped their feet, the platform creaked and there was a great
disorderly heap of noises., "Oh, dear," said teacher,"you must
listen to the music and stamp upon the floor &t the same instant.
And BEmichan why do you always search the floor While you dance,'
“omeone had dropped gum on the gdpractice floor and poor Zmichan
was having a messy time with her feet. "And what stiff knees,
and your neck must follow the movement of the music,"%hile

she criticised the neck something would go wrong with ever&one:s
X¥iXH/ their knees. As yet most of them dif had not developed
a sense of music and feeling nor mastery of technique. Yo

coordination and yet there was a certain sweetness about it as

is so char-cteristic of anything that involves children.
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