WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT
Topaz, Utah

FINAL REPORT OF THE TOPAZ POSTAL
SERVICE SECTION

Submitted by me. Hideo Iyeki, Resgident foreman, July
1, 1945, when I left my office for my own relocation.

The Topaz Post Office opened 1ts doors for bus-
inese on September 20th 1942, in the bullding whieh
is now used for the Administration canteen and mimeo-

aph room. Its operation was started with & erew of
hree boys end one girl. Mr. Jamees ¥. fughes, As- N
stant Projeet Director, was then head of the Aduinige
trative Divislon under the Project Direetor ¥r. Cherles
F. Ernet. Our Post Office was under the supervision
of Hr. James H“h."

‘o September 26, 1942, Hideo Iyeki was sppointed
foreman to take cnarge of tne postal service wnit in
cooperation with the Office Serviee Seetion, now called
Mell snd File Section. 4 few daye later, Nr. & lloughby
was sent from the Delta Fost Uffice to operate the full
funetion of the regular U.S. Post Office in cooperation
with our Residents lepartment.

that the army had mo right $0 censor evecuee's mail
for the reason tihat the evacuees were nob prisoners of
war. During five months of military censorsblp and
inspeetion of two to three bundred parcel packages of
évacuee residents dally, not one contraband was found.
Oaly a few kitcaen knives were seized.

Ia the early part of December 1942, the Post Office
was moved into the new building, the weseat location.
The new building was divided into two departments with
a wall partition between: One for the caucssian postal
employees (U.3. Post Uffice mrunﬁ who took charge
of all outgolng mell, money T8, reglstering mail,
selling etamps snd C.0.D. parcels. The resideant depart-
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ment handled all the inc mall for the residents.
All mall for Topaz was sorted out at the Delta Post
office into two separate groupe; one for the evacuee
residents and the other for the W.R.A. offices and
~appointed personnels. The W.R.A. mall was handled at
the Hall and Flle Section.

OPERATION OF THE SECTION

Up to June 1943, the W.R.A, Postal Service wmit
had 122&sp~!l-u- personnels:

1 Foreman ; :

J 0Office desk clerks

11 Hall carriers

4 JFarcel clerks

4 Truck drivers
Two trucks were assigned to the unit for nmail trans-
portation.

The meil treaasportation between Delta and Topaz
was handled Stwice dally by the W.R.A. trucks.

Lach mall carrlier delivered first, second and
third eclase matters from house to house twice dally
in three blocks.

Resdlents callzd for parcel post peckages on
recelv notices from the office.

in 11l 1943, mall boxes were installed in the
block managers' ices so that the residents could
deposit thelir mall in their own blocks. The malls
were collected from these boxes twice daily by the
mall trucks.

At the beglaning of summer 1943, a drastie change
:: the operation of the HResidents Department was made.
in order to « Yy with W.R.A. new icy, = reduction

of 2&. aervice

- in the number resident postal @ vorkers

was made as follows:
Old No. of New Ko. of
Personnels Pergonnels

Foreman 1 .

Office clerks 3 .

Kalil carriers 11 6

Parcel clerks o 2

Truek attendants 4 S
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PREGENT SYSTEM OF WAA POBTAL SEAVICE UNIT OPERATION

1.
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Number of Persounels: l4
Foreman: Bupervises the whole operation of

‘the unit.

!wtatnu ¢clerks: Gon;r..l office work, cor-
rec addresses snd forwarding mail. They
n-tl?u %o the residents notices of arrival
of Hegistered or Insured mail.

Six wmail carriers; anh mall carrier delivers
mall in five to ~ix blocks per day. '
block gets mall delivery service once & day,

. 8ither in the A.M. or P.H. All the mail
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' €8 aad, at the same time, c ecting

carriers sort the mail.

Two pareel post men: Sorting and unui all
the parcels to have them ready to be delivered
to each bloek by a truek. They take care of
the second and $hird class mall, which are
also delivered to each block with parcel oet
pumh es. They take care of the empty ma
B&CKS.

Taree mall truck attendants: They work in cooper-
atlion with two mall truck drivers who are on P
the Motor Pool pay roll. They ere in ;
trensporting mall between velta FPost Of
and Topaz for which they meke two trips dalily
eéxcept Sunday end Monday, being no trip on

Sundey and three trips on Momday. Wi the
Project, they make trips to all the bloek nanag=

ers office twlee dally except Saturdays and

from the block mail box.

Kotices are seant out from the office , -
the mail earriers for the residents to call for
the C.0.D. packages, Registered mall and Insured
packages. / : _ o

All the Reglistered mall and Insured parcels are
recorded. Also all the forwarded letters and
parcels are recorded in the office.
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the name of every member of a tuug: Ate sex, gl

ldentification number, its address before evscus iom,

address of former assembly center and present center

address. ‘

; in case an evacuece leaves She center, his forward-

ing address iz added %o the Directory. See the attached
. Itm.tnmthutooﬁx' ete this most com-

: Direetory of the evacuee re dents of Topaz. It
proved to be the most dependable _
reference for the Fost Office « Within the next
one year, @0 many residente moved and o many changes
of sddresses wers reported that the directory had to A
at the end of 1944. At both times, & great agsistance
was glven by the block n-;ng::;: to expedite the com-
pletion of this tremendous « An extra typlet was
added to the regular office personnel, speclally as-
siguned to % out six hundred pages of the first
directory. second volume was not & 0 heavy as the
first one due to the decrease of the Topaz populaticn.

Mmmﬁﬁu«

A new program was
for the weekly issuance of mall liets. With the
¢ooperation of the block managers the new lists of

mall and some times a:‘xsmnt notice with ite
:3-”. Sranslation ere posted weekly in each dlning

1 and other public places. This was very aelpful
in clearing the dead mail. !

Helationsulips of the Fostal Service Jectlon with

m other WRA Seetions, the Postel bervices

Was in operation almost indepeandently. The caucesian gih
department 1s the branch office of the Delta Fost Uffice. :
it operates imdependently as the U.8. Post Office. In
September 1943, Er. wui.:;fm, the first guperintendent -
of this branch office, 1 Topez and kr. Cleo Whicker &
guccecded Lim to supervise the Topaz Fost Office with
three other caucasian clerka. o
The Hesidents department is under the supervision
of the WHA Administrative Mug-nt Pivision. HMr.
James F. Hughes was the first head of the Division.
On February 16, 1944 he left the ceater to join the
Navy and Ar. Roy Fotter took his place. ‘o Kereh 23,
1944, dr. Potter left the center snd Mr. Walter None
derick became the hesd of the Division, and » month
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TOPAZ PFOST OFFICE °

pow & BANPLE | :
NAME, in Full Sl_‘li AGE | FAM, # | I.D, # Former Address Assembly Present
Eng‘lj.sh and Japanese Before Evacuation - Center Adéress
M Address
Last, Middle, Pirst or
: F
IYEKI Hideo u 20676 |1019A (3614 E. 12th Street | 16-28 8-11-E
Minoru ¥Flas | « B feaum, California | Tanforan
Kenneth Nobuji X 19 |* * :
bonald ghozo M 16 |* * B
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