REPORT OF THE INFORMAL INTELVIEY '
OF THE Mf'ﬁ Skade.
L DIVISICUAL LESPCFSIRIE 1EN )
i YD THE
DETAINED STOCKADE INTZRNEES

January 14, 1944

DATE: January l4, 1944
TINE: Administration Building Room 23
PLACE: 1:45 p.m.

ATTENDANCE:

Divisional Responsible Men: Shimada, Akitsuki, Nakao, Okamoto, Naito,
Namekawa, Yamatani, Vayeda, and Furukawa

Detained Internees: Hoshiko, Yorri, Shimizu, Inouye, Katayama, and
Nakamoto

Shimizu: The stockade 1internees first questioned me, what the
stending of the people whom we met was and the object
of the meeting. So will you kindly explain that fully

again, 1f you don't mind, so that our positions will be
cleared.

Shimada: This body was selected from the various divisional heads.
The object 1s just the way we explained yesterday.

Shimizu: From what view point did you people call us?

Akitmuki: As to the people we wanted to meet, we didn't have the
slightest idea whom to call. Ve first included some of
the members of the Negotiating Committee but permission
was refused and their names were crossed out.

Shimizu: Did you say that you couldn't get permission to call the
Negotiating Committee members?

Akitsuki: We asked for Mr. Kimura, for instance, of the Negotiating
Committee, but he was denied. There were few others who
were also crossed out from the list we submitted.

Shimizu: We reported all the things discussed at yesterday's meet-
ing to somewhat 247 stockade internees and also told
them that your sinecere object in meeting with all the
dlvisional heads was your earnest intention in trying to
restore the Center to its normal condition. Unless you
try to encounter this problem with solid determination
and sinceréty this situation cannot be solved. Merely
return to work of a portion of the colonists is not
enough. You have a very heavy responsibility.

Shimeda: I can't and don't know whether we'll succeed or fail.
But I can tell you this, we are doing this with our
sincerest faith and I can say that we are certainly doing
our utmost.

Akitsuki: Let me add thils, we have no political ambitions, whatso-
aver,

We have strongly resolved to dissolve this group as soon
as the Center returns to its normal condition, as soon
as people go back to work, as soon as we succeed in
getting the release of those justifiable colonists de-




Inouye:

Shimada:

Inouye:

Shimada:

Shimizu:

Morri:

Shimada;

noted that over 4,000 s avorod status quo, 1.ookKing
at the problem from that point of view, they felt and
were somewhat worried whoether returning to work of a
portion would not be complicated and perhaps dangerous,

Yes, after looking at the results, it's barely half and
half, I wonder if the workers rsturning to work on
onday could go without complications. I surely hate to
see the Japenese divided and hate to see them fighting
with each other. 1It's obvious that majority of colonists
have opposed status quo, If a portion return to work
what do you think these¢ people will think or what kind of
reactions will they take? They might take an exactly
reverse attitude instead of calmly, peacefully yielding
to the winning side. 1In that case will you people take
the responsiblility? I hate to sece anything like that
happen, after all the things you people have gone through.
Have you anything prepared in the event of such a cir-
cums tance? As Japanese to Japanese, let's speak frankly
and tell all we know, after all we're working for the
same object,

That was the very thing we were worried about, This
morning one reprcsentative came over. He was a strong
backer of thls status quo, his attitude was very firm;
however, he gave many just and sound reasons for support-
ing it. Of course, I medec my footing clear too, None-
theless, I found, after talking to him, one thing in
common and that was the ultimaste object which we were both
aiming for, although in a different way.

Iet me give you an illustration. During the hot presiden-
tial campaign, when Roosevelt and Whlkie were running for
President, American people werc divided. But after it
became known that Rooscvelt was the victor, all the
Armericans, 1including the ones who strongly stood up for
Wilkle, conceded (whethor thoy liked it or not) to
Roosevclt and his Administration and supported him whole-
heartily. Why can't we do that?

The rcferendum was won by a bare majority, but I personsly
think that in rcality, status quo actually won., After all
that hardship and all that misery the poople. had gone
through for a long time, little loss than a half still
supportcd status quo. Without giving that point a
thorough consideration and should people return to work

on Monday, 1t may be pretty hard to continue or re-

cstablish friendly rclations among the Japanesc., You may

be worried about that point, but so are we.

Yos, we were worricd about that and that's why we really
wanted to consult 2nd confer with you people and possibly
find a harmonious solution to this problom. .

To what oxtent, in tho first place, are you attempting to
get our release, thnt is among the 247 internod. You
realizce, of coursec, that the reason why status quo came
into existence was chiefly for the purpose of getting our
reloase. In other words you cannot rcemedy and settle this
situation fundamcntally, by merely liquidating status quo,
Normaley will automatically come back if you solve the :
root of it. ;

In getting our relcase, did you have any afrangdments or
provisions made with the Administration?

We tried all meons we could think of, but ail in vain and
so wo concluded that this was the only way out, e
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Are youw iliins o nesotiate - ith the iXasiristration
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Then théd vhole thine will be solved,

;8 tried,; aa T spid Dafore, e trisd all vethods and wars,
nut was lielted 'esech Tiwme, 'This vwna the only alternative.

To ‘vhat entant is release en wasge Ho8sible?  You see
thero are some man 1'ho have had no heisrin® even after two

wonths and ‘hey still don't lmow vhy they vere siclked uo,

S0 the neople are rotuwally roturrning to vwork on "onday?
‘hat 1s your outlook? " hat ére wvou trying to tell us?
're woun trying to ot our vnderstandin: or concescion?
A8 Jepanease: to Japs nese, lat's notbt have anvithins behind
our “baoks,

Yes, the peonle are raturning to rork on londay, a nplien
you peonle with a thow:ht thot ve »izht bHe ahile to “af

vour wmderatancCinr ond vour cooperation ond nerhens vour
frank opinlon, ag ve contioned yesterday., Ua thouzht by
doins this, we u”*Ht bs able to avold nossible frictions
amony the Japanese, wha .are no divided in thelr idess.

You have our coopoeration in 21l re-~vn* Tovever, snedlos
in7 from our stand olnt, don't you think you peonls huve
aore-or-leas over-ridden us in not consultin-: or conferrin:
with us bafore the raefesrendum. I vou peonle Liad any
gincerity I don't see why »ou overlooked that.

Wwe admit that we over-rode vou psonle, Hul rou see ve trisd
to out thia issve over in o watter of tvwo or thros davs
Ehat oL L,

vhat 1s wour Iuture nlan and vhat YNind of neotintion sre
you g«xwcting to ecarry on in ve~ard to our reléense?

This oroblen dozs not concoern the 247 dstsinadwr dost it

enncern thae ~ere 16,000 colconists - this is & very celrioets
woblam which affeats Janan and Arpviea. Do »ou roalisng
that?
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. Shisada: Yall, if thig nlace raturns Lo iss nomsal concitiocn, e
will try to ret vou neople relensed, that s jusiifisble
colonists. The Adsinistratieon a8lso sanid That they ares
willing to take that into oensideration; @ only & if the
centar 18 in its normal coadition.

inouya: Avs won trring to just ~ive us a re-ort or asking seomethine
from ua?

ok

18 all vo ask. Sore neople ho are raturnin” to work are
hit afraid of those who are not. If you people will

arree and understand this sltvation, the colonists vill

think more deenly. As vou lmow some cploniats have so

mpeh confidence in your . stateilents,

shimadaz If wou 1117 only undsrstend vhy we Lool this gtep, that
L
&

Faito: Ags Mr. Morri stated, /e may have over-ridden w*ou, but *ou
see, there vere agsvoral warehouse vorlkers who ‘anted to
work and vho started work at a grect rislc, in order (o
rotoet and support them, wes had lo fake cuvick cetion in
earrving out Lthe .ill of wnny others. BHo wa ¢id nok
eonsult vou first, 1T can 82y that there wers 300 woun:
poople who were recdy to stand up, nowever, they verae
ur~wrﬂn.nd 1 think if sunpression vasn't done, there
wonuld have been riots.

orri: The foundation of this, as vou know, is the ‘e oltiscting
GCormiittes, Tven if we; 3ix, varvye called oub like this,
we oannot decide alt our own will, 7o vrant vou to ask
iy Best or Colonel Avatin to rolesag en o unse dll thoge
d stained without condition. “hen the »reblam is gutomnti-
l]y‘ ﬂ(’}].\f!.‘ B thaink,

Matto: Ietls mee, Unecontitional velease? That mav he imnossible
s \n'.l.rll .
himlisn In the nast w ot into nolitlies and feuds, Hus aftepr and

AL the rnlna‘q is svanted, we can acsvre vou that the
lezotiatling Committos wwill not mix into polities. BEven
at that time. our ohiect vaa the inprovanent of living
conditions, - ith this condition and orouineg, Siill vou
inforn the Administration about it? It is
our desire to sze riots ond cisorder. Then erantion,
2a well as our fullest coonerntion will bhe ven vhole-
haartily.

Alitaniels  Novobiationm will ve Tavliiteted 1f you will Jive us sueh
an gssurance in writing.
Katawama: MYaill is censored.

dkitsuiri:  However, we have our ealknesacses too, lest e =re accused
or suspected by the Administration.

Yorri If vou have any Japanege apirit, I nhqu this fatter oould
e eosily solvad, ~ou have any intantioa in tryins to
accomolish anvihing, I know Tou vill snocesd, but if vou
have any personal eleusnti anolven, it il alrays De a
comnlate failure.

Shirizug There's another nilan, if v, lopvits is imnossivis,  Si00e
Tou . are o vuorried aoout restorin-s the center to comnlete
normalcy, how about setting the Ve obistinz Cormmittee
(14 merbers) out for markhe even two or thras hours and
heve them meet and talk te the colonisis, T think if
wou saould do that they can convinece the p2onle, o are
g0 stronzly surnortiing thewm, of the Taect thot true
norria ley can only be achiaved by vislding to the »lans
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The whole tnin
for roll call,

benruse ve retfnsod to sondar

Chief reagson, ol course, was becauss twp men lav ded durs
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o hn avina anaald i o mbatitas and e viawa waal e a o ramia
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- ~ these two will be releassed and they viere released but as

' we sald before we were left out in the snow while the

Army boys searched our entire barraclks, and took many

of our belonsings. ©On the 31lst these two returned but

we still refused to 7o out for roll call., The Army

.said, "all rizht, we have nlenty of soldiers.” And they
brousht out some 300 soldiers so we had to ;0 out for

roll call, OCur ounishment continued to be bread and water,

Inouye: As Jananese we couldn'l just concede to the Army's mean
attitude like this so we took the same stend Let's not
Eat,

Yorri: Our strilke ended on the €th. Yot & sinzle person ate.
‘e just manazed to survive on water end salt.

Yamatani: ¥hat cevsed you to 3ive In Tinally?

porri: iT, Hartman recuested Tsuda for an interview, Tsuda came

back and requested us to stop the sitrlike and =0 ve did.

Inouye: S0 you can readily see that the circumstances made it so
ithat we had to be united., '/e are so united, I dontt
think individual release vould be possible.

Shimizu: If Vr. Inouye's rlan is not feasible, see if vou can 5ot
the Ner~otiatin; Cormmittee out for certain number of hours

-

for the nurpose, as I mentioned.

Akitsuki: Whatever the liezotiatin- Comaittee me:mbers hove to say to
the people, I suzzest that such swuld ve wvritten up.

Interview ended at 3:45 p.71.
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