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" come out here to see what we coul
general problems— —~ - -

S Well, here's the situstionm.

- 8 states—has been designated as

" men at wmy disposal including Alas
to the Mexican border, There ars
serious threats. First, the pres

OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA .

efiitts
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e’ o

e General, it wasn't so much telling you, as the A'ttorney General wanted me to

d do. I thought we could Jjust talk sbout the

I might say thdt we are at war and this area— -
the theatre of operations. T have aprroximetely 240,00
ka, Of course, my Command extends from Dutch Harbor

two threats that we have to fact, and they are
ence of epproximately 288,000 enemy allens — or

elien enmies — which we have to watch. Of the two threats, I am concerned with
their seriousness to the large number of very important defense installations and

factories on the coast. XNot nece
factories — Boeing up north, and

ssarily the Navy yards, but primarily the aircraft
& large number in the San Diego and Los Angeles

area. We are holding a lerge number of troops for the protection of those

instellations, The threat is=a ¢
all the time. I have little conf
loyel in any sense of the word.

onstant one, and it is getting to be more dangerous
idence that the enemy aliens are law-abiding or
Some of them, yes; Bany, no. Particularly the

Japanese. I have no confidence in their loyalty whatscever. I am speaking now of

the netive born japanesew — — 117
meet that thredt, we have got to
homes and premises, search snd se

7000—and 42,000 in Celifornia alone. In order to
do two things, We have got to be able to enter their
ize immediately without waiting for normal procésses

of the law—obtaining a search w
Proclamation, Paragraph _ (S 2, §

arrant to make an arrest. So much of the President's

ection 5 kas been implemented only so far as pertaing
to redios and cameras, What I wa.ntare two things: The centralization of .

authority. * ® ® & o o o u-ndez‘t
. of authority in the ¥BI, to searc
Stztes Attorney for a warrent eve

-

he Fresident's Proclamation. . ., . . ‘the centralizetian”
h, enter, and arrest without going to the United
Ty time. . . . . . In other words, blaqket euthority.

o Thzt is something I didn’f’know about./ It is beyond my power to say that. Thai
5, 18 a legael problem that would have to be a/matter of policy with the Attorney Genersl.

*» e o o o o2nd full implemen
locate—the FCC or ourselves thro
Tecelving set, we want to act at

tation of the President's rroclamation. If we
ugh our Intelligence—we locate a sending or
once. There hes got to be complete and accurate

registration. . . .There is a registration that wes made by the Immigration Service

but ¥hich apparently is very inco

character that is of some valuna,

oplete. The registration has got to be of-a

e e .+ o ¢« .a picture of the man, thumb prints,

to keep track of him at all times. _I want to go in
and_premises of every elien beginnine with the

EXHIBIT
L




Py

e

a LR
aorest LS Le A
bk a hkd M o Al .o e om o - T

P
et E]

: ;4'.....

4

3 c X
40 do it de i nd iha

ey e

PRIV Y KV Ay

L . S~

Page 2. Conference in Gneral DeWitt's office. 1/4/42

’

I have a list of those we have reason to suspect of pro-Axdis activities who are
dengerous, but I appreciate the fact that those discrepancies, . . .Now, you are the
Attorney General, .. do that, It is hopeless to do it any other WEY .

‘2;”- I'11 tell you, General, there is a lot of preperation has to be made to
* do a thing like that , . . . .What we . . . .

.;‘ Whet we are doing now with the alien registration: We have got a comaittee
., working., We have got to have an enemy alien registration. I can't gusrantee how
7 soo that will be done. The preliminary work has been done . . . ,The FBI hagd a

report on that last December, 1940. . . , ,We have got men working on it and ought
to have at least the whole ;lan worked out in another week. Unfortunately we are

uneble to report much progress. . . . . oI don't think there will be any argument
on it. . . - ' .

I ¢hink we have got...how many alien enemies have we got, 1,800,000?
Something like that, | ‘
Thét, I gather, was the orginal elien registration?

It was the nationel registration. TWe went to break it down into ¢e.... so in
California you would have a complete list of everyone here, and it has got to be kept
up to date., Now, I had hoped that that might all be done. Naw let's see, what you

&1’8 l.!.vo,c:mtul.

Vie can go ahead at it here,

There would you get your lists? How would you go zbout it? You would have to
plen to reguire all enemy aliens within an area to report at certain places at
certein specified times, and then we would have to — T don't presume; all of them
would do it — and then we would hsve to go out after them and meke all Japznese

in the comaunity show who he i5 .+ . . . .we would have to keep efter it and go out
efter them. Te can't fool erowmd. . .

e bave to do something; we are gelting nowhere now. Now, a case came up
yesterday at Willapa Bay, where the Jepanese occupying ahouse out on the wharf and
who are known to be enemy aliens, and the FBI coudln't take sction. ‘

- - ~Commanding General there, isn't he?

Tiell, I have received no report from him.

How much authority do you have under military law in the thester of operations?

I have no authority other than that under the President's proclamation, and . thet
doesn't give me any authority except in Alaska.......But I have no suthority under

/ o Coeee e
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Page 3. Conference in General Defiitt's office. 1/4/42

the rules and regulations prescribed by the Attorney Genmeral umder the ?resident's
proclamation for the continental United Stetes other than to go to the Ettorney
General, through the FBI, and get a warrant, and then I have to show reason.

I don't see any solution except hevging your registration. I just don't see
where you would get a list. .

I don't see any solution now in such a case other than for the President to
delegate authority to the Secretary of War and let him delegete it to me and
let the FBI and other agencies concerned function with me and let me go shead.

I think I cen get something done; I can start to do something now.
There would you get your aliens? WRould you have a registration?

« « « oI hope to lay the growdwork withih a week., We can take the reglistration
that has now been started by the Immigration Service. . : ’

That is just in this district. Now, in the other districts we don't hold « . -«
United Stutes Attorney Districts?

No, thet is an Immigretion District. This district in which Wickson is in
cherge, Northern California-Sierra Nevadzs, they have index cards, ealrhabetically.
There ere long sheets that are sent out from Washington which I haven't seen which
ere, I understand, by locelities, communities of 10,000 and over, and of scattered
units as they call them, Now, they have sheets on Japs, Italians, and other eliens,
But Wickson is under the impression that they are not accurate, as I expleined to
you. There are 3,000 Germans pictured and just 1,000 Italians, which we know just
can't be right. : .

No, in California alone thers.zre 100,000 Germens, 100,000 Italiens, and
33,500 Japs. That is of the census. Now. there is another thing ebout this
registration. Tie would keep them separate from the seeeeeees !

L N

Oh, no, you couldn't do this in/g,é;ek. Tou could stert within a week.

It doesn't mean a thing, Mr. Rowe, thut & Jap has turned in & receiving and
transmitting set. If he thinks he has, at least in his own mind, satisfied the
Americans by twrning in one set, he could still have another. I am perfectly willin
if T cen get the esuthority ....... to underteke that rrovided the esgencles that ere
now concerned with it-—the locel police, the FBI, cownty and stete police, and FCC
and the Immigration Service will be willing to work with me. .

#
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Page L. Conference in General DeWitt's office. 1/4/42

.Can you say how you would do it?
r No, I baven't talked it over with the FBI—I keven't thought it out, but I

believe I would stert first with the registration list—at leest we know where

they are now. That would be & start. I heve to get something done. ¥e ere lieble

to wake up any morning, any day, to find on & smell scele that o o o o o -

I have no reason to believe that the troops I have now end the npumbers I now heve

ere going to be left in my commend. T hope so. I would be very happy to see a

large number of them go to the west. I am disturbed ebout it and I am anxious to

see some activity being done right now. . « . .There are a lot of Filipinos in

the State, toos . ' .

Now, what dind of muthority would you have to have to do that?
© + ¢ o o« oexecutive authority would be . . . .
Tiould you have to have législature in order to bring zbout & registration?

The theatré Commender here, if we had the other suthority in guestion, could geo
ahead with the registration es a militery measure. . :

Much is wnintelligible.here.

I just got & report here, General, that the mother and sister of one of these
men was arrested yesterday in Los Angeles in possession of a revolver, rifle and
other arms, & short-wave radio, and a red blinker, in anJapanese hotel in Los

'

Lngeles.:

Rell, Genersl, ¥hat do you expect would happen by reglstration? ,

I think we will be eble to control them. By requiring those people _to éarry the _
tegistration car on their person, restrict their movements, I expect to be zble to
control them. :

_ And there is those that won't ebide by the registration.sevescosso. But efter
the registration what would your thoughts be on raiding them?
~ /
. 4 - :
B Yiell, I would raid anytime I felt it was necessary. Ainy time I got any infdrmetic
of suspicion. ) ' ’ ] )

Ve hzve been working on the spot-raiding proposition and it is frénkly getting
evfully close to the lin€eeeceva. . .
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Page 5. Conference in General DeWitt's office. 1/4/42
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We have lots of aliens who are perfectly loyal who are not Lmerican
citizens, and some + 4 ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ « ¢ o o . . Jbut it is pretty hard to separate
Ay the sheep from the goats. In other words, it is something we can't temporize on.
i I think we have waited too long. .

I ¥now we have waited too long.

v " VWell, I think the thing to do is to go after the other authority. I kmow
,' I ma.ke mista-kes, but i.f I am . . e o = :

i Do you think there would be eny difference in & case where you heve en alien
) enemy residing in a house owned or controlled by a citizen? _Could you not eprrehl=nd
that person on an ordinery warrsnt that you would heve for searching a house?

/
L T . . P K

i
e .
L

—

Fell, as zn incident , of course, in carrying out a warrant that you have for
epprehension, could you not search for conirabend?

PR

- R

Ve are inclined to think there is guite & difference—quite an argument on that.
There are two different forms. I don't know if you know of them. '

-

-a
1
———

TR

7 Yes, I am familiar with them.

] .

o3 -

3 We'do think there Is that distinction of going into a citizen'shouse to °

?3 search for en alien. We don't want to go to courte o « o o JIf you go to court youw

have to show your regsoniececee. :

@
e des

e Y

The Department is Prepared to do all the spot-reiding you want.

u“

e

Then we telk about spot-raiding, I don't look on spot-raiding as 75 raids at
one time. T look at spot-raiding as individual instences. In my discussion
with you yesterdey, your view of spot-raiding wes that we would hit 50 or 75 pleces
at one time with the view of seeing what we could find. Ky reply to him, General,

e

-

J ves that that did not, in my mind, meet your desire, because you . + o + .baven't
2 got complete coverage. . : // C
: . V4 , ‘
Are you going to adher to that Yon probeble cause®. . . .before you cen get a
warrant? . ‘

Ressonable cause.

N .,
. * .
TN WPV T G

What constitutes reasonable cause? We have asked £he United States Litorney
whether the fact that-a-man is an enemy alien is probeble cause and he szid no,

I am afraid that it true,

R
.-«‘31’1
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Conference in General DeWitt's office. 1/L/42.

I heve reason to believe that thers isn't a ship‘leaving.that they don't Xnow about,

Tell, we know that, We have contacted them » infact we have seen
) thEmo . PR . ' .

Pessarze not understood.

Ve have actually sunk ships. There is no Guestion about thenm being out there.
There are 3 things that cen happen on thig coast from the direct standpoint; +the
shelling of any one of our - & raid

Passaze not understood.

Pessage nqt understood,

I

But I don't care. T have got 0¥ responsibility placed upon me now..., .ﬂ?"

”»

Long passage not understood,

Here is a practicel problem. In the Monterey Area T have had men out a1y night work-
ing on this thing, T haven't gotten g TePort yet as to what they have found

S0 I can find that station down there. They are going o spend time in -
there until we fing something. We knoyw something is there all Tight., Now, under
the present setup we cannot g6 'in to Joe Doakes house down there end search it, even
if we think it ig there unless we get a clearance, which ig & process which is sst
up and we ars abiding by that Frocess. I think that 1s what the General vanted to

P

I can't do that. T &m not permitted to do that and we are followiqg ébsdiutelj, -

the regulations,
Fe might have to have something 1ike that after,,.,...
Passege not understood., . ////

- B R IR R
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'One way to get to them is to-

Yonterey Bay area, a blanket way - to stop that one thing.
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Conference in General DeWitt's office. 1/4/42.

Tou might and you might not. It is a hypothetical thing. I would expect if I
vent In on my major subject, in other words if I knew that he had a resl espionage
egent, I wouldn't expect to find anything on him because he is too smart.

essesssonotice that we are coming in but there is also the other view voint, on
the other end of the cycle. If you went into every place, if you had the right

to go into every place then you would at least have a full coverage. It goes back
to that old problem we discussed yesterday; 999 of a thousend of those complaints
don't mean anything, but that one - you have got to run over the thousend to get

"that one. . .

You will find a lot of that that is bound to DPeeeveeces
Passage not intelligible.

- o There is a specific problem
there ’ « I personally am convinced that there is a porteble
sending set operating in the Monterey Bay area. I am pretty convinced thst thers
is one operating in the Columbia River asrea, I would like somebody to have a mesns
of blanket coverage to go out-and catch that station. It is a hopeless Setup eee.ss
a monitor station. You hear it, you go to the » he 1s gone. ¥We have
had repeated evidence of that in the Monterey Bay area. I want to stop every car
on the highway for a time and search it - every portable, movable thing there is.
Row, whether we catch it or not we will pat a stop to it. It happens that I am
mich more interested in stopping this thing than I am in catching them. I would
like to catch them. Counter-espionage works on the principle of prevention. Now,
is there a rapid, direct, legel way that I conld get after this problem in the

Passage not intelligible.

We could do it if they would give me that power, if they AR

‘That is the only way we are going to stop that. Every single ship that sails from ;

the Columbia River since the outbreak of the war has been subjected to submarine
attack, every one of them. That means to me only one thing, that there is a boet
watching the ' system up there with communications with a submarine at
ses.

{

Well, I am convinced that it is a big-job, but we can solve it.
/

,

Passage not intelligible. . . , - o

ceeseasesaWOrk it ocut and the War Department can take it ovéf, why it is all right
with me. : . : ' N

Long passage nﬁt intelligible.
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Conference in General DeWitt's office. /1/%/22.

I bhave: got to show probable cause. Suppose you have a cancrete case, for instence,
. I believe they have got it fixed on one of these smell

@t hnes @y ok o
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sets. I thlnk they had a locetor attached down here at Mountain View Ranch. Now,
suppose you knew it was in the direction? ; would you HEive to go back to the Uni-
ted States Attorney. It is gone by that time. You have got to be able to have the
pen on the grounds and the only restriction on you should be that he hes got to
exercise his judgment. If there is an abuse, you have got to discipline him. TYou
have got to beve a man capable of doing the job on the ground, but you cen't meke
him go back to the United States Attorney. By that time the radio is gone, 80..ss

How much authority do you have............... :

It depends on the emergency.

Fhat's that? .

It depends on the emergency at the time. _ ' I haven't any legsl
powver to do &nything under the Pr951dent's proclamatlon. ~ .

I am Just wondering hov far along ycu ought to go from there.

I can see your point. «.eceseccsto the authorlty, I vouldn‘t hesitate to do it
in order to reduce theeseesanssess.I Would of course interfere for him, I ‘think...s.

The United States: is at war and war has been declared by Congress and eny, law that
would stop the government from protecting itself from enemy action, I can 't see.

I was wondering, from a financisl standpoint. At the moment to gusrd the West
Coast we'!want to protect what we have and to spend money for the building of addl-
tionel facilities and _ for defense. If anything happens down here
to stop production, even a black out for a few bours, it is equivalent 'to one

.of 15 planesS...ceesesscesssssss.oBut if anything should happen, an explosion, a

wreck . I have very definite, specific in-~ ‘
structlions that it must not heppen and I have done everythlng hnmanly p0851ble...¢.r

I wonder if we could do this. Let me come back and...........I csnh come back to-~
mOTTOW.

A1l right. ’_ ////’

You cen call beck to General Gulliof..ecscescsssecssssAll right. Suppose we do
that. I am giving you no guaraniee of what we can do but I . ’

I think the sooner we get at 1it, tbs better.
M1 right. Suppose you do that and I will get it.

Thenk you very much,
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