CONFERENCE RITH GENERAL DERITT
EXHIBIT

u at s&n Praacleco, Xriday Jan, 9th, qu'b

8incs Qen!l De¥itt had telephcoed twice while I was in L.A.,
inquiring as to when I would report to hin, I dscided to leave L.i. on
the morning of the 9th, accompanied by Comuissioner Wakefisld and Yr.
Oreaves. ¥s raported to Gen!l DeFitt at one Pers Ths Qeneral waz |
surrounded by his staff officers ug Lollows;

Col., Poraey, G-z in charge of counter~ecsplonaga
Col. &trob, Calef of G2
Lt.Col. ganith, Aest. Calef Signul Qfficer

Col. QGrace, Catef Eignal Officer

4

Col. Martin, Public Relatioas Officer, Intelligenas
Hr. Plefer, spent in Chargs of F.B.I. fisld offlce, §.F.

Tae Qeneral grested us very cordislly ana expressed his eppreclation ‘
df the assistance given by Hr. Creaves and ¥r. Sloan on matters pertaining
to radio communicutions. RAs, too, liks Gentl Ryan, emphusisaed that thly mas
& Tneatre of Qperations of a Combdt Area ana pro&pt as well es astrict mearurss
¥ere necesysdry to aeel situztions as toey developsa.

The Gensral launched into quite & discourse on the Japanzse and
other foreign langusge prograns, radio transmitters operated by enemy ugents
in California seading medseges Lo.ahips at sea, and a genaral discussion of
the enemy aliens and all Jeapaness in that area followsd, Upon conclusion aof
his opening rezerzs, I requestsa permission to explain our Fleld Division opera=
tions wolch he resdily granted after 1 brief discussion of the foreign language
situstion which Coandissioner Bakefield, I beliave, has airsany zsde known to
the Chairman, ‘

Since Gen'l De¥®itt seecmed concerned anc, in fact, seexmed to ballave
tuat the woods wers full of Japs witn transaitters, I procesdad to tell him
Ana his staff the organization of the NeD.0¢ Esction, ite iaception, objective,
Jurlsdiction and distribution of statione, squipment vzploysd, personnel end’
training of persomnel and the genersl mocaus opersendi, I explained hox we

&nd how we closed in on it with 20bile wnite und otner speclalized esquipment,
dncluaing the all-fraqusacy response recelver. I know it virtualiy astouncea
the Geasral's stuflf officers. They had no cozprshension waetsosver as to the

Fﬁ"‘" TR e e v -
1‘\,“(.\-' - R

b




C

difficulties one encounters in radio direction finding and why different
equipment s necessary for ground wuve aas compared to skip wave and why
it was particularly nscessary to train personnel, not only in use of
equipzent but radio wave propagation and polarizatlon,

Prankly, I never pave seen ao organization thuat was zo hopeless
to cope with radio intalligence rsquirements. As an exampls they (the
&ignal Corps) has only two radio direction finding cozpanies in the Combat
Zons, The equipnent is that heavy truck type that 1 saw at Ft. Moamouth
and designed for use in nun actusl battle zone. The personnsl ls unskillad
_ana untrainec. Most are privatses who can read only ten words a minute.

" They xnow nothing about signdl identification, wavé bropagation and other
technicul subjects, s0 essential to radio intelligsnce proceaure. They

teke bearings with loop equipmsnt on Jupanere stations in Tokio listed in
the Berne list as such ana employing thsir authorized call letters ana rsport-
to thelr commending officers that they have fixes on Jup agents operating
transmitters on the West Coast. These officers, knowming no diffsrent, pass
1t on to ths Qeneral ana he takes their word for it, It's pathstic to say
the least, A3 an exsmple of what they have done, & few nlghts ago a group
of soldiera f{rom G-2 with guns and steel helmets started golng {rom houss

to house demanding everyone to cut thelr recelving sntennas down to 10 feet
in length. Furthermors, Arzy reports Navy stations as being Japs and vice
verss. In betwesn this chaos stands Mr. Greaves! office. Fhensver a sts-
ticn cannot be identified thsy csll ¥.C.C. Consequently, it is easy to
understand the hundrsds of calls: that have bsen made to the F.C.C. office

in 8.F. Thsy lock to the F.C.C. as an suthority on all matteras pertainipg
to redio commmications other than their omwn. As & matter of fact, the

dray air stations have bsen reported by the Signal Corps statlions ag Jup
ensmy stations.

¥hen I had finished many gquestions were acked nhich both Mr. Weks-
field and zyself answerea. Then XNr., Plefer, agent in charge of F.B.I.
stated that tha bsarings he rsquested from Hants ina ana Portland, combinea
with those taken by the Havy were instrumental in locating a Jap sub off
ths coast vhich wus dsutroyed by bombing froa the air. Ccmdr. Wensel,

D.Ce0s, told me Satur thn the rtatexent mnede by Mr. Plefer we correct,
L eHpnnsiel ﬁ:@ PecAlll 2o,
en

The G lte bt&ff exprassed considerable interest in the N.D.0.

rganisation and particularly whst it comprised in men and equipment on ths
ﬁebt Cosst. I told them und also exhibited a =ap showing the distributicn
of stations on the Rest Coast with particular emphusls on thse modbile patrol,
pumber of unita, thelr sone of operations extendiang f{rom the Cenadian to
the Mexican border. I explalned the success we have nad in locating over
439 unlicensed radio stations, as well as muny etatlons snguged in eaplonugs
activities, I endeavored to show that through our 24-hour coaprehensivas
survelllance of the sntlre comaunicatlion spectrum, it would be difficult for
a Jap station to operate cn the Ceast without coming to our attsntion. I
stated that, while I was looking into ths generwl situation that I coutdaft
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get svxcltea by their fear that Cslifornia was full of Jap ageats »ith radlo
trensxitters and that, in fact, I doubted thut there was a elngle one in
operation on iund, Howsver, I wan cuareful to polnt out that I did anot want
to sppeur egotistical because, after all, they zmay xnow several things that
I dic not, but from the way unsuthoriised stautions have developsd in the past,
I wat of the opinion that we would soon be awars of it. Col. Forney, of G-2,
stutes that with his suthority in the Combuat Zone he wus prupared, with P.B.I.,
to selze all tllaegei transmitterr that we found operating without golng thru
the regular process of search and selzure. They seamsu to think that ell it
was neceseary to do wet to give a x»un a direction finder ana it took hi=m
imnediately to the transmitter. They stressea ths neceseity of finding the
transzitter quickly, otherwvise messages might be transmitted that woule lead
to sinkinge and bombings. 1 tried to strecs that the job waer not au sinple
as they thought cnd, while tixme 1& of the esecence, neverthelsur, regardlese
of wno set out to locate an unsuthorized transzmitter, not to be surprised

if 1t took eeversl hours und posvlbly days if it were moving about.

Near the ena of the conference, each zmember of the Generalte staff
sxpresved hls opinion that it appearsd that the F.C.C. was organized with both
perstonnel and equipment to continue the task of investigating subversive usse
- of radlo 1n the Combat Zaane. Gen!l DeWitt concwrreda ana stated that as Llong
as ne could, ne would mskes use of civilian agenclez to carry oa the auties
reguired in the arez he comnends. He directea that membsre of his staff, in-
clucing the Chief Signsl Officer of ‘tne ares, the F.B.I. representative, meet
vith me to discuss pizns for a central clearsnce ugency on all zatisrs per-
tuining to bearings and other zatters relating to rudio intelligence and com-
nunications., Wa immeciately went into session discussing ways and means of
bringing order out of chaos we fur zz it relates to the particular problea
of locating und icdentifying radio statlons. Te continued in ssssion until
five p.a. ana then adjourned until Saturdey so that Comdr. Wensel, D.C.0.,
coula sttend.

On Ssiuzrday morning I zet Coamissioner Faukeflield in Mr. CGreuves!
office una tisd him in with thes Chairmsn on the 0.I.C. lezsed line. The
connections werenl!t complatea before I left for Gen'l DeWitt's nagis. to egain
seet with the committes, He phoned at the conference and told me the Chalr-
men wat fully in accord with the plans for a Raalo Intelligence Ceater aud
advigea zme that the Chalrman felt that possibly me coula sccure funds to
finunce the project tiince we did not want to too closely ally or =merge vur-
solves wmith any ocne agency. Of course, I know that and, in fact, as you have
previously sxpressed it, I had told Cen'l DebBitt that as an independent agency
ve cowid be of greater aszvietance to ail agencles thun wme coula If we were
perged or controlisd by a particular agency. I =mention this eince Geatl Ryan
haa told Mr. Greaves prior to =y arrivuel that wxe should be militari:ec. Gea'l
Dekitt agrsud wlith me ana it was then that he stated he woula continue to
utilize the services of civilian sgencles 2s long as he coula.,
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4% the conference on Baturday the entire assembly of both Army
and Navy repressntativaes stated that thas report mads to Gen!l De¥itt should
carry & recoamendation that the Radio Intelligence Center should be under
the N.D.0O. Ssction of the F.C.C. with a member of the irmy and Navy alwaye
in attendance. Of courss, it 1s no% known with any ceriainty as to whether
the Navy Department in Washington will permit participation in the Center
by the staff of the D.C.0, of the 12th Naval District. I was requested to
draw up a plan of organisation and operation which is as follows:

Space will be provided in a room olose to the joind
military command which is to be establishea in 8.F.
In one room we will have a charting table and private
wire teletypevriter circuits to our stations in Baniza
Ans and Por‘bl&nd, Na.Yy Deptt’ Fer D‘eptn,l angd F.B.1.
A1l radio bsarings, inquiries regarding call letters
interference complaints and other matters concerning
radic intelligence will feed into this center- and ths
matarizl classified, digested and the results disseminated
to the proper agencies. The ¥ar Dept. will pay for all
communication services ai an approximate cost of £200,000
per year. The F.C.C. staff will consist of one Supervisor,
Grade P-5, $£4600, ome H,0., P~3 and 4 A4.4,0. and pix
radio operators, 4 clerk-stanographers and 4 file clerks.
This will permit of twenty~-four hour service seven days
& ‘'weesk,

_ Lt. Col. Smith is preparing the report of the Comaittes for submis-
slcn to Genll De¥itt, Gen’l Dewitt wents me Yo report to him upon return from
Portland and Seattle. (Just arrived Portdand few mins, ago, They are just
recovering from a savere sleet storm., All wires have baesn down and power off.
Foulunately our emsrgency power supply had been installed and the station 1is
carrying on fine. The F.B.4.8. geng were without heat and power 3o ¥iltss

and Landsburg moved thexm into ths cellar here and opersted their ¥WX from our
ezergency power supply.)

I hope you ¥ill have an opportunity. to read all this and I do apologiza
for the looge lenguage and writing but I have bean in continuous operatiocn and
x¥ant you to nave this information before I report agaln to Gen'!l DeWiti. I
rill call you from S+F. on Wednsaday or Thursday. Going to Ssattle Tuesday
and expect to return to §.F. by Wednesday as statsd abova.

I c&nnot refraln from again bringing to your sttention the confusion
that exists in this entire cosst area because of leck of cooperatiocn and
knowledge of direction finding on ths part of the military forces,

I failed to mentlion that the opsrating persomnsl wilt all be F.C.C.
The Army and Navy rspresentatives are marely to help in identifying their
stations and traffic, It will, of course, necessitate detailing experienced
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men from other stztions to the Center. If it is approved by &ll coancerneaq,
I would like to uave Y¥cIntosh coms to the Coast for « few days to get it

off oo tae right start. Incicentslly, I falled to umentlion that & continuous
lezesd PLT toletypewriter to my office,so thsat we can also coordinate the
activity and aid in coming up with the right answer will be necessary. I
would liks to put &loan on Greaves! staff in charge, transferring hiz from
Routine to ¥.D.O.

Sorry to burden you with so much detail but feel that you should
- have the whole plcturs.

G. Z. Sterling




