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S Pursu&nt .jbo arrengements .x_ade by E.Lrs. ..She
c f‘te*noon I bad a_conference with’ Mzl Der.u:v, G"nmnl Counsel of V‘edbr&l;
~ Commlc‘.umns Co:zmiss:mn, “and ¥r. George =. ez-l:mg, txssw_'vt&.t Chief, ™~
S g’.z_neer ‘and Chief of the Radio I.nte""igence Dr’l.,ion, o the subj ect of
;1. _ 7 the statements mede’in General DeWiti's réport perteining {to the a_.lerred :
: -;' - erigstence of the illicit radio transmitters on the FPecific Coast fo]lowlng
SR " Pearl mear-. Both Mr. Demy and Mr. St erling spoke very i‘ran}:ly and’;
L ‘—I'.'A showed me & numbér of documentss .As & result of this conference I” have f.
e formed the conclusion that General DeWitt's statemenis are not on_.y ‘mis- T
;.7 . leadingy bat were made’ by him at a'time when he personally’ l:aew ‘the facts
w1 %" to be otherwise. Since Nis statements are slightly ambi guous, it cannot’
275 7L be fletly sa:.d however, that Genersl DeWitt wes deliberately wmtruthfull
(é; ‘i\’e can. say, however, tha he ¥ES dellberately m_sleeamg.:__};*'

ST - ,..--. ...- Zae —- N

- LR f- .The facts are thzt Genersl DeWitt hed ome. “company of radlo inte "W—_- .
o gence trooos on the Vest Coast. I have seen ac‘bm.l reports made by FCC ... . -
. .. cod FBI agents on the opermtion of theses: tre-sps . and-it seems ebundantly .. . .
T clear ‘thzrt they were not t‘ramed for 'the spec all_lzeo. work of. '*e.d_m 1ocau1r.g. .
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. T On ’che o...b.er h..nd the FCG had & mumber oi‘ h:.gnly ‘bra.lned crews R
with specialized eculpment on the West Cozst, which were immediately placed =
at Ceneral DeWitt's disposal. Generzal De?'n.t* turned over to FCC a great; I -

_mumber of reports.of broadcasts by .lllcz.‘t stations, some of these b*oad—_ '

cascs 'ba:,!_ng in the J’...nane'%e language .or in a Japaness eguivalent of the )

Irforse code. T’l‘thou‘.; a:c.evulon, however', .the FCC succeeded in locatimg i

. ~every station conce*'n:mg waich the Army cozplzined, end without e;rceotlon
] . . every station turted out to bs either en a"thon"ed a.qd 1&entlfn.able s»a—--
N “tion in the United Stetes,.a station located in JaDBin, ‘or; in-a few cases)
= ;- _a J‘apanese ‘submarine of a‘.‘,,the ‘coest. - FCC, ¥as mever unabtle to” idenun_fy a -

" . " radio signal’ repcrted +to’ F:x.f; ‘end fomd no I1licit transmitier at’ any, "cime* g

' " on the Te"s""Ca&ls' "Lmtz.l .the Fan of 1943;"93%:63 they foun:l the" 'bwo ertreaa

€' Abo*czt 'the'lsb.of J'anuary, 194.2, Genev—al ‘Dc,Wit‘aJks THt elllgence L
““officers thought- uhey had ‘establis hed & fix on & statmn soxge:’paera"neh(:- -
» Selines; Californis, in Yonterey Cou'n’cy. UFCC was ablé to, demonstrate that.:
R this wes 8 a*tat.x.on loca’ced in daoan, the ca..l s:.gna_l. oﬁ_nh:t,ch was reg—z.stered
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.on‘tbe 6 ficial Bearﬁlgist. which 18 the internetionsl list of redio shaw
tﬂ ons p-ubllsned in Smtzeﬂmﬂ - S : L

- D The tecanice_ dlf;lcul by was that the relat*vely untralnea Armv
rzdio technicians were ‘using loop -direction Iinders to get beerings and .
were then plotting the intersection of the bearings to get what they tnoughu-
wes the location of the station. Loop direction finders.can be used only. ...
to azscertain the direction of radio ;mpulses't*avelinv 2leng the growad.: .;
‘ 'If reafio signels are reflected from the ilonosphere, the direction of the “F°.
e point of origin cennoi De ascertained by the type of dirsction finder bc_ng
o used by the Army. It 19 _possible for a treined engineer to distinguish be—,n‘
Tu ol tween the relatlvely near grcund signals and very distant signdls reflected:
 off the ionosphere)’ since; for exzmple, the long dlstance'51gﬂa*s ;ege and

‘Le accomsanled Yy en ec'no effect. ,'—..-_; S --.;- e ST -

ST : Prlor to FCC's 10”& ion of the ”Sallna s stetlon in Jaoan,~w;~
IR General DeVitt ‘hed throvwn a cordon of troops around aalxnes,‘end, since ha
- “. could not locate _the radio,’ ‘had ordered _every resident of the city to re-
) "duce hiE @rial to & length'of tén feet, ‘on the theory that this sould pre—:
vent ay short-w&ve transmission."’ ¥r, Sterling pon_nted out that this ¥es &
. loolisnlmeasure, sxnce (f) shart—weve transmission can be accomnllﬂhe . I;g;
. +' " with en =rial of less than tem fest,-2nd (b) = a=i2] of &by lencrth can DP

COnvCaled in a house or other structure m1th greet ease..

o :f transzlt er in fact in Sallnas, C&llfo*ﬁl&,.lu would not have been'noces~
: sery to  throw troops around the whole city, since his unit could not only:
L . 1ncaie the house .n whlcn the transmitier -as operaied, but could even lo

The qigni;i"ance of thls is thet one of General Den t*‘s.érineﬂse1

-

argumeats in favor of mess alien enemy re&ids was that it was impossible Lo/ -

locste radio trensmitters precisely, and therefore impossible to cbttein search

Ay

- werrants, which nade it necessery to be atle to enter every house inm z localily
in #hich & trénsmitter wes thought tc be operated. Nr. Sterling stated czte--
gorically that a -search warrzmt could always be obtained since his men vodhif“
be in a positicn to swear to the precise location of the transmitier: .
(¥r. Sterling told me_that the Cermans siarted a short-wave radio seb, ovarat—

et -ing in the Cerman’ ~mbassy two days after Pesxl ] Harbor., For some “eauon “the o -

— State 'Dewtmen‘b vwished to know whether the transmitter wes. in the Z‘mba,_'x;

o buildinv or in, tha C@enccglerv next docr. YCC wes abla tﬂ “tell them this.

... .. This i& to'be expected, éven ifiwe- know “thak there “were in fact mo, 1llic1
‘. . trensoissions; since the popular spy_ scare voald be d_m“nl~aed w1tu all th
C T Jananese behlnd bn.bed wire. It'ls_lnuerestlng to note, however~‘that here
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i: attended to Japanese broadcasting. General DeWitt at tnau time said

. Depertment of Justice adequa tely to provide for preventioa of it necesci~

al*e~tly 1y1ngw

egain General DeWitt is incorrect. FCC has & chart of complaints coming
in by weok which shows & high point shortly after Pearl Harbor, a low .
point just before the evacuation, end unoth high point in the Summer -

of 191,2. IR

"Mr. Sterling read to me reports transmitited by his representa— .
tives of their discussions with CGenerel Defitt's radio imtelligence offi- -
cers, in which it was expleined to the Army men thet their fixding opera- .. .
tions were belnﬂ poorly conqu~tba, and perticularly-in which it was ex~ L '
plained to them that the "Salinas" station wes in Japan. His men elso- p
repo‘-ed to,the_Army in every case in waich the “rmy referrea a comnlalnt :

Mr. Sterling further-states thet he personally &uuvuﬂcd a conferenco vithf
Generzl Deﬂlut ecd that Gemeral Defitt was told aboul the technical in~’
efficiency of his ow¥n radio locabtors and wes told ithet FCC had been eble"
to locate every radioc signal reported and hed found no illicit signal..:
(Incident21ly, Mr;'Sterling called Gemeral Deliti before the report came
out, whem he laarned of the existence of the limited ediction, and’ ex—*
pressed concern about the implications that FCC had not sufficiently ~

that he thouaht the r°oowt had never been Drlnted Do ”ﬂaua~~“
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In conclu51on, Gene”al Dvet ‘s recor* sugveumﬂuuhé" there nad:
a g*e_u deal of i1ldecit redio commmication and that the feilme of the

tated the evacustion of the Jepznese. If the report.cen be copstrued as
stating this directly, then, a3 General DeWitt well knew, the sitement is
e 1ie (&) because there were no illicit transmissions, end (b) if thers -7
hed been, they could have been located and dealt with by FCOU and by the
use of judicial search warrants. If General Deflitt's steotement is con- " ...
strued as being merely umbwguoas, then his intent wes to mislead witbout .° - .

Lr Denny sag gé° e& that the Atvorre Gonerel w**ty , .

men of FCC and ask for his comments on the redio 2 spect of Cune“" Denlt*’“54. L
report, and stated that he thought the Commission WO"WQ be willing bo reply )
substantially along the lines’ SLsge,ued ebove (without, of cowse; uhe‘*a;+?
attrlbat*on of Qeliberau, mis:tatement to L*eutﬁnnit Genaral dohn L. D°Wlth.§




