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Subject: Information Raquest d by ths Attorney Gener

7 - ale L

Relative to donitoring Operations on the West

Coast Between December ZLGJL.~ end July 1, 1942,

. i es Exp:essed in Memorandum from 0ffice of
: Generzl Counsel

Cn Decemhsr 7, 1941, there were in operation within the cond

irzg of
the Western Defense Command area two Prlﬂ.ry Honitoring Stations ard fourtesn
- Secondary Svﬂtlﬁﬁq. Tne Prirary lHonitorir g Stations were locatsd et

glr;> land, Oregon and San Pediw, Celiforniz. The Secondary Statiorns ware
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2Ty ocatad
at Se=§ula, Fashington; Spokans, Washington; Po*tlsda, Qregon; Great Falls,
Montana; Boise, Odaho; Arcata, Califo oraiaz; ﬁﬂrvsour) Call-ornwa Fresno,
ch California; Los Angelss, Celifor nla, San Diego, Californiz; Reno, levada
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Xuma, Arizona; Tueson, Arizona end a_t Lake City, Uten.

Between the da
of Dscsaber 7y 1941 and Julj 1, 1942, a Seﬂonaary Station at Larks
California, was moved to San Leandro, Ce71¢crn1a, and wes expands
P**n,*y denitoring Station. The Sncon:ary vation & Yune, A

1vcna, ERS]
moved to Selinss, Californiaz. Thess s t,uions were engaged in a comprehen-

sive surveillance of the entire communications speetrum to guard against

<

L‘-?:,

its use for illegsl and subversive purposes. The -Primary Monitoring Staticns
were equippsd with Adcock high-frequsncy d*recu_on'flnaing apperatus aznd
tied In with 2 nationwide directicn finding system whose operations wers
- coerdinated through ths hzadquarters of the Naticnal D'efence Operations
: Section, Field Dlvig&on, Ingineering Department in Veshington. Through this
facility, direction find cing bezriangs frox e nvmber of stations on ihe con-

tinent es well as Aesks, LaWE31 and Puerto Rico could be abtainad en

' fixes embracing the zreas in which.ihe suspected trehenitters werd located
made possiblc,

DJO

Ths Secondary M zztor;ua Stations were equipped with mobile loop
direction finders whiech yerm;ztad then to go into tze fis2ld and by u=V1r”

Valld

bearings within the groundwav? rangs of the station th ey could quicikly
locate the source of the radio signals. Other devices were provided whiech
enabled the personnel to determine +ha exact houss and room in which 2
trengmitier was located if necessery. Coae

e
In addition %o the direction finding apparatus all stations wers
equipped with radio receivars and racorders which permitied the intercaption
and recording of signals trensaltis throughout the entire communications
spectum from 15 KO to 300 NG,

[

| NORMAN S, CASE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
GEORGE HEMRY PAYNE WASHINGTON. D, C. ' _
T. A.‘H. CRAYEN [YItry [T Py ew] -
RAY C. WAKEFIELD , DECLASSIFI=D
EXHIBIT -~ 1 S | / »y
. €. deDURR ) . &5 larch 1944 © EJ0. 12083, Sec. 3-492
i Y ) -
MNDE 76606
‘ Sy WEL VAL NARS, Dete G-7¢
MEUORANDIY TO THE CHIEF ENGINEER: ! te 1207

\]
~




—— 4 s e a e e et

E.0. 12085, Sec. 3-402
M DE 260053
By W& L pAC_ NSRS, Date G 12981

Chief Enginesr -3/25/44 -2, T R

General of ths Western Defensa Compend znd Fourth Army thsse monitor-

. 9
Esrly in the Spring of 1941 at the recuest of the Commanding

ing facllities were intensifled through the uss of coastal patrols.

The coastal patrols ccmprised mobile direction finding-intercept sta-
tions which operated near ths coast from the Canzdian to the Mexican bor-
der. The particular purpose of these patrols was to ferret out any
enemy transmigsion from the shore to ships at ses as well es to locate
the source of interference to military circuits and to identify radio

Tepresentalives of the War and Navy Departments and members of the Feders
Communications Commission.

nishing these agencies with bearings and other information parts
radio signals. Similar service was rendered at San Diego and ot

relating to radio beéause

sonnel. COur records ars replete with cases whers untrained en

Army persomnel erronsously

- vpon investigation pro
. the Mandatsd Islands.

signals and service at ths request of War aund Navy Department uniis
in the field. :

1941, were flooded with
sive radio siznals as w2l as
radio sigrals and services.

The Commission's field offices on the West Coast on Dscember-7, .
calls from the Army and Navy, reporting subver-

requssting the location and identification of
Several inforual conferences were hsld in. Saen Francisco between

a L

Yoreover, telephcre circuits were kept open

contlnuously between the Primary Monitoring Staticns at Portland, Oreagon,
and Arany and Xavy Posts in Orszon and Washington for the purpase of fur-
-

ining to
her stations.

-
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Considera®tla confusion and misunderstanding existed in military cirecles

ge of Jnexperienced and untrained officers and per— .
d inexperiencad
7 reported location of Japanese radio stations which
ved to be radio stations trensmitting from Japan eng
Jnformation concerning a case of this kind can be

. . gained by reading from the file entitled "Corrzspondence Relating to £1egad
Radio Activity by Japancss on the West Coest® end thes RIC file.

Federal Coammicaticns Commissicn by the Commending General of th
Defense Comnand and Fourth Lrmy in matters relating to radio =ile
seizure of radio transmitters in the posgession of eneay aliens withi
Evacunation iAres.

members of the War and Navy Departments on the West Cosst and members
Fedsral Communications Cormmiszion.
ing General of the Westarn Defense Command and Fourth Ammy requesting the
Department under date of January 15, 1942 to establish a joint Radio Intelld
gence Center in Sen Francisco to be operated by the Federal Communication

Commisslon. The Commending General stated:

Considerable assistance was rsquested from regresentatives of
e e
o

. o
e
ices an

Mention hzs been made relative to inforzel conferences held betw

i

These conferences resulted in the
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Chief Engineer - 3/25/44 < 3.

"The defenss of this theatrs of operations requires
the immediate establishment of a joint Radic Intelligence .
Center for the purpose of coordinating and evaluating Lo
radio Intercept and gonicmetric information now being
collecctsd By the Qrmy, Mavy, end FCC. A plan for its
egtablishment agreed to by reprssentatives of the above
services is 1nclosed " '

This Intelliz nce”Cantef was establishzd in the Cusiomhouss in hiarch, 1942,-
and funds were made available by the War Departnaﬂt The Primary Monitoring
tations at Portlend, Cregon, and Santa An= and San Leandro, *l*forn;a,

were providsd with direct leased-line teletypewriter circuits to the Center. .

Furthermore, a centrel circuit was vrevicded between Sen Francisco and the
b4

hesdguarters of the Radio Tntellige“\ﬁ Division in Veshington, D. C. Throuzh
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these chennels repid coordination of radio direction finding be"'wngs and
exchenge of information .relating to identity of redio stations wes consummat
Army cfficers were in constant attendance at the Intellicence Center for
the purpose of coordir ting the Commissicn's activities with theous of the
War Department.. The Navy furnished officers for part-time service and sli
the departments had dirsct line telephone circuits from the Centzr to td ir
headquarters. The following is a report of actuzl cases investigated b

the mobile direction flnaer units of the RID operating in the Evacuated Aren

of the VWestern Defenss Command from Dscember 1941 to July 1, 1942:

1. DNumber of Repor to PCC of Unidentified or unl“quJ radio signals in
erea evacuasted: 760 .

'

2. Résuiﬁé

(2) Humber of cases in whizh found no radio signalling at
all involved: 641

(b) Number of cases in which found radio signallin cane
from Yqidzntified and lawful stations

(1) U. S, Aray: 21
(2) U. S, Nevy: 8
(3) Tnemy stations in enemy occupied territory: 10
(4) Others - by groups, if possible
(a) Police: 12
(v) Phonograéh Oscillators: 3

¢) Legitimate U. S. and Foreizn Commercial Stations: &5
b} (=4

AY
(¢} Mumber of ¢ cases in which found radio slgrnalling wes fro
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Chief Engineer - 3/25//4 L.

(1) Unidentifiable socurces. No -cases involved signals
vhich could not be identified. R

During this peried as a result of the operations of the Radio Intzlli-
gence Division, 19 unlicensed radio stations were found; however, nons nere
located in the States of California, Oregon or Washingten. There are
attacbed to this report 2 graphs showing the trend by months of the npurter
of cases referred to the Radio Intelligence Division elleging illegal o
subversive radio operation, between Sertember 1941 and September 1942, two -
Eraphs are shovn on this exhibit. It will te seen that the number of con-
pleints reguiring investigation received before and efter July 1 are ccli-
paratle. It is quite evident that these compleints wer influenced only to
a small degree, if =t all, by the evacuation of the Jepsnscs since tre
graph shown-for these three states almost exacvly follows the trend of *rs
graph shown for the entire United Stetes end possessions, which is thas
larger of the two graphe shown on the attached sheet. Observations eng
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statistics maintaired by this Division since the establishment of NDO guite
clearly indicate that the increase and decrease of the nuzver of compleintg
received from time to time, not only vearies in the Same way in various parts

of the country, but also actually follows our success in ihe war. VWonen our

ilitery ventures appezr to be unsuccessful, or when we zre losing battlss,
complaints received from the general public eppear to sharply. incresse. 25
soon es the tide of battle turns in.our favor, the number of complaints re-~
ceived shovs a sharp decrease. ‘

The materizl contained in this memorandum does not portrey the while
picture of the months following Pearl Harbor. Hundreds of complaints were
received by our offices which irvolved licensed radio stations or identified
stations in other cavegories which did not Tequire investigation but could e
solved elther by referring to the station lists of various sorts, by listsn-
ing to the signals over the telephone, or by tuning in the station ané idone
tifying it right at the monltoring station. Reports which were handled ip
this manner, particularly immediztely following Pearl Harbor, could not te
arrrorrietely recorded gnd classified es cases since investigation in thezs
numerous irstences was not required. One example of this may be shomm from
auoting the report received from Seattle, Washington, for the month of .
December 1941, in wldch the recorded number of cuses toteled 16, but dqurin
which time the Monltoring Officer reported, "In addition to inz cases Listed

7

on the attzched repert, this Unit has investizated and closed (without essign-

ing case numbers) 130 compleints of elleged unlicensed racdio transmitiers,
Japanese lenguage transmissions and radiotelegraph signglg’since Decembaz

7, 1941. tlso, = great deal of cooperastion has been given to the govermment
agencies in identifying radio signals,® :
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Chief Engineer - 3/25/./ - 5. “Geoniidential

In honoring specific requests for bzarings con Japaness radio
. signals, originated by the War Department, the Primery Monltoring
-Stations at Sen Leandro, California, and Portland, Oregon, took bearings

‘on Jepanese sigznels outsiue the Unltad Statzs in the fcllowing categories:
P 5] .o

tion Numbe* of Stationsg )
T Japarege MNaval 193
' Jepanese Army 45
Japenese Military Attache 1
. Japansge Diplomatic - 17 .
-Japanese Weather 10 -
Japenese Shertwave Brozdeast 9
Japenese Point-to-Point 16
Japanese Folnt-—to-Point in 8
Occuvied Territory
Other Japanese . B2
TOTAL 871
- Durdng this entire perlod of operatica, no illegal radio stations were
found within the confines of the Evacuated irza of the Vestern Defencze
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