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That great and beloved American humerist, Irving Covb,

wile ~—

ir his sutoblograpky "Exit Ieughing® ralatas g axperiencs, IR

a convoy waeel crosgling the Englliah Cmnél during the lest war.
Juet vefore salling, orders had beon gj.v:en that ehould one ship
bo torpodoed it mhwuld £21l out of line and its passenger;ﬂ wourld
mmve to teko thoir chances in life bosts o lifa Jacketsz, but in
no ease wus another ship to stop and 8ld in rcsﬁuei Kre Cobb
tells of tho 3}.119 immodintely In front of the one on *zsrhic}:i ne was
& paamng:&; beiﬁg hitx and all Its iigl:‘;';taiﬁ:ﬁuftﬁx? m@amwzy.
Through glassges ho could sos the'trcaps of l:t‘;;iﬂ _tranﬂpart ﬂhi‘pl
taking thelr plkaces on the 't:aj' ok, ﬁ:; h.t# al‘:ipd*r;ew' closer hs
gaw flrst one deck and then another settling ba;e# the etfrface,
until Jjust as his ship puiled elong side tﬁ&torpadmd vessgl,
only th.n top z.ec:. renainod sbove the water. Iinaﬁ us on this
deck were the troops which he could then ses plainly, end aerons
the churning watexrs cameo the sound of thmandacf #3nEing:

1N

volcaes, All on board wvere under parl a&tﬂantr01, not =& slgn of

W - * /
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panie, nothling bot lusty 3.1ngin5¢ ﬁ‘-@i they had bLesn Russian
boys they prodvably m'cu;d have been aingi.‘ng the Internationale;

cr 1f Prench soldlers, the ¥ afﬂqillaa; and if Engllsh, God Save
the Xinge But, they were none cf those, they were Ameriecan
doupghboys. 4nd what were thay singlng? e Star spangled Lanner?®
America? ¥y N1d Nentucky HHome? ko ,', they ware singing & populer
sonz hit of the day, "'ﬁ?mf@ D¢ Te Go ¥rom Hove, Boyn, Whore Do

e Jo From Here?®

Lhesplicans bave .the happy faguliy of ba;ng ableg to look

- disaster and sdversity sguarely in tho fsce md ¢ome up langhlng
it off. ZSoamething in thoe expoglsnces of thoué ﬁhﬂ- felled the
i‘omatq y opensd the pilts In the gfounﬁ, and b_ro}m the sod sxe &6
sart of our heritage, thelr lives are & part of us « we hove
learned Pto talke 1t." %here Do 'ﬁ’a Jo From HoreV I--em not thinking
of & phirgical location and I & npot ;oin'g to talk roloczilon here
this gvening, but I weuld like lor you young men end women of this

gradusting cla=zs to-think with me fer & fow ninntos sbout your

Tfutore,

et we mizhit urnderatend onoe anothor from the start, let
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mo sar I azres that vour lot at this tims and at this hour is
¢ tousgh onhep btougnher than most graduating seniors In thoe thouseands
of nizh achoonls throughout the landes Injuctices have been done,

wardshipe encountered, & redlically difforent type of life has hed

to be lived, snd zeomingly slmozt lapossivls Vaerriers orscted,

Put is the sltusticn hopeless? It 1s rotl Kot [or one moment will

any of you, nor I, admit thut I Hany feel the world is in a mess,

by .;-;emrﬁticn end the one preceding siet must take the dlawe for
1t i 32ev Zut you are ssno youny people who have the opportunity
- to help clean up the wese, You have completed a course of study
and are reedy to roll up your sleoves, doutble up your flistz and

say "whatl's noxt?" Brouwning wrote in ono of his lovely poems:
-“Goﬁ‘a in Hiz hoaven, allls right with the wor_ld.“ Some c¢ynic
psraphrased thls when he sald:s ¥is God in Big.' hetsw:*a.n? Ft;r
nothingts right in the world,” Young =men, yocung women «= In which
group o you wish to throw your lot, mlth thoéa' whol have courage,.

a felth in Cod and themselvoes, or the cynles, and lis down and

be 8 quitter? You ond I know thot in the gano ahead youw will all

/
/
[

be in there pltching, There aro several roasons why I am conw /



vinced vou will,

In lir, Ctaifford!s neasagae, he spoke of pridat of ancesfirys
I ehall not recount any of those efrly hoardshinz of your parents
in =aking 2 htome in this new land., Each of you have boen tcl@
come of the lpss Lizorro of the inoldents. You can and should
- tierofore take pride in the courags and socouplishments of your
parents. You have & heritage, a reputation to preserve. Tha
scnolaztic record of HNesel in this ccuntry is scmothing of which
to be Droud ard a challenge to emulate, Yea, I know whick group
you are In, you will not be cynlcal,

You have youth, paysical stomina, and above 8ll that “will
to do™ whlch la characteristic of young puople evozwwhére. will
1t bu casyvalling? Hot for & moment I F!i grnooth road ahead?

ot for an lnchy Any fun in life ? ¥ell ~= maybe~- that depends

on you {

What are some of the cbstacks ahead? Plrat, thers is that
hor@ible end devastating disense Yeoampitis®, Ever hsd 1t? Ever

goco anyone else wlth 1t? 4 physical sxazinstion will rarely show |

it up, but thb nimate you apeak you e.hoﬁ 5 4 you sre aifllcteds



"Cazpltlis® 18 wn nttitude of mind, manifeating 1tzelf in the

V

vesting of time, purposoless living, bravaedo bshavior, disrespect
of the rights and feelings of others, that d:a you do =l th your
aDRYe tl.:::o;? nhat sro the subjecktn of yar canvumatiolnj’? Is it n
continual “gripe®? Do you engage 1in ﬁha vastime of sélf plty?
Bave ycu developed g scapegoal complox? You and I know thore is
an epldemic on, and you are expozsd, contimwously § MHave you
caught 1t? I agreed in the beglnnlng there hﬂW begen injustices,
but really now, will crylng on sach othaera? mﬁ:ouldera ‘ﬁurc [y~
thing? I do not wish to appeer unsympathetic, ;"cm I assure you
I ar net; bat fin e soHirit of friendlinems I wiazh to talk Yatrelght
from the shoulder.”®

Arae you growlin: wp, out of aanlﬂucémg 3 5.3 youi'-lli‘e.rul&d
by foar, fear of not making good, fear thal zomoong will mige

understand, fear of your ability, fearful your parents cznnot

zet ailong, fearful you carnot go to c.allagé_, "f&_ai" of not getiting

the right Job, fearful you can't ever got married a.nd have & home?

Pear, fear, fear =~ it 12 a complicatlon resulting from "camplitis®, v

f
b /

.." . /j
Courago, that ls freedom from foar, ls & sign you &re growing up, ot
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1f you khave 1t means you ere leavinz bohind ¢hildlalh things
| | { |
and are ready to teke ;qbuv plac% 88 o
f i

en and weomen ln s growm up

/
sacictye.

“;mﬁpitis“ can 2o observed in mnothar l‘ﬁ'as'. i Secttlo,
?ortland,_ Tecome, [rom whersver you came, how did you dress when
Fou_wentltu‘n party? « on Sunday? Did vyou try to be toush,
the cowgzmity roughnecz? .nd you girls, were. vou regarded as a
flirt, frivolous, an unsudbztantlal p&rnﬁnalit}? You were nob |
Did you take pride in your perasnml appoarancé; now were your
table mancers; did you pay any attention to thie sccial nicoticsy
did you take ar interest In the arts, the activities of the
comranity; 4id wvem 1::0&&;1: atout the home touny Sﬁre you did; you
should hava, and you rmust 1n the future U

Shartly defore rlemvin,g‘Phil&delphia, I was in the TBA
distrlct office late one afternoon. In the ragcoption room, X
overheard & conversation hotween a :mung manr and the receptionist,

which told wme ho had arrived in the clty only that daye. Suspecting

ne mipht be stopping et the hostel, I &‘keﬂ alm 1f he were, and
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T _
he a.nswq:f?ed unocaslly in thoe affir;ativey - Having my car doune
town and returning by wey of the hostel, I 1ﬁvited bim alohge
The walkx to the cer was about & mlloe ¥e hed gone 5 or 6 bloecks
throush the crowded downtown seoction when ke turned to me and
sald,' "::.O cno pays sny attention fto you here, do theye® I
raplied that I reelly hadn't noticedy I @&' alweys too busy
getilng frem one place to another to think about 14, the iden

just hadn't ocourred o mo. ¥But shy do you 8sk%t¥ I queried,

s

[/ .
ife then went cng to toll =0 he had srrived from & relocation

center only that morning, had spent the day welking cround s and
no one gave him & second glance., Ho sald hoe had expected to Do
stared at. If passsrsby had stared I would not nave bean sure

rrlgott, e wes 9tlll zufferling from “camgitiﬁ“; Be thourht ke

-

wasr differont., 1ilo dicé not wolk with that nonchalant air he could
rave, snd Dy hla very actlons he drew attention to himeelf. Yo
possescod an unwholescome mental attitude twnrd Ritsoll, 'i*&'ill
you avold "campltis® or got over it if you kave 1t? Edwin

arkban has exprassed 1t in those words:d



ﬁla crow s clirele Wat shut me out,

derctlc, rebel, a thing to flout,

Bat love and I had the wit to win,

“e drew z cirele that took him ing ®

Theae of us who have spent any time in largze wstropelitan

citlies tho pust two yware have useon a lingering of the malady
“campltls ®, reloosteer who go cdown the stroet olther hugeging th
bulldlingse or the curbs as they wall 2 You attemnt
"to get thelr eye™ and thuy shift their glzmcqf peer onbarretesd,
or 1I you spesi to them the response is lcz:e than half he&rted;.
The public generally wents to teke you for what Jou aro, a8 un
individunl, Friendllnesr 18 n two way thi‘.ngf }Tc_iu will be" -
expectsc to go at loast _half'.-;my. ‘i‘i‘ithouthueﬁion,f persons of
Jananese sncestry have nore sincere, close I'riqnda in fmerica teday

than they ever hade I have sesn 1t manifested ':_Ln DUDEIOUS WRYS ¢

I have travelsd scross this continent 4 timﬁa,a_nd into nearly

evory statc in the unlon s=ince I left thls project almost two

vears ago. I have talked to hundreds of people, I know t;hey

want to Te Iriendly, they waut to help, twut ew you zo out of hsre
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you 8y 'J..I.ve outgldeo a circle, or bty your own efforts you too
can draw & circle to take tham in 3-‘:
The Bridgzo Bullder
An old man, golng & lone highway,
~ame, at tha evening, cold and gray,
0 & cinsm, vest oo daé;:f, und wlde,
Throuzl whilch wen flowing & sullen tids.

The old men ¢:ossod in the bwilight dimg

Thoe sullen stream had no fears rop himy

Zut he turned, whon wufe on tho other E&idq;

ard bullt & bridze to S pAn the tidoe

*31d man,” ssid 2 fellow pilg‘rim, DOAar,

"You afe wasting your strength with bulléing hore;
Jour journey will esnd with tﬁﬂ endingida?;

"..-."‘ou_ nevey srain rras & pese this wayy

You heve crossed the chesx, Goep and wido we

0

why bulld you the brldge at the eventides®
The bullder 1ifted his old gray heady}

"Sood friond, 1n the patn I have come,” ke sald,
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Mom

Inere Iolloweth after me today

A youth, whose feet muzt pass this wav.

fnles chasm, that has been as naught to me,

To that falre-naired youth sy a pitfaell ’aen_

e, too, must cross in the twilight dimg

Good friend, I am bullding tho bridge fﬁrhlmé ‘
fes, my young friends, you are not alene. The adult world is
bullding bridges daily over which you may pass safely. Your
parents, thousanda of unknown friends whom you &re yet ?o xeot,
are waltlng to zlve you a hasnd, t;: gulde you acfoss the “"chnon,
vast, and deepn, and wide."

Ones of the nost dishaart'aning a'ttituﬁes of evacugss which

I have wltnessed is the one invelving other minmorities. What ism
your attitude toward negroes, toward Jews, toward Buddhists,

Ciristians, Chinese or Fillloinos? If you think your lot not so

good, I comnend to you most highly*ﬁichard ﬁright*a suteblography
"2lack Boy". . Other minoritles too, have problems, discerimination
to combat and most lLiaportant, sensibilities which.can'bﬂ of fended e

/‘

Countee Cullen, the great Yogro poet Hﬁawei
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"Once I wys ln Beltimorsg,
I was six and no whit bigper
Of all the thinrzs that I rexmexber
A man, hoe cml}ad e ~ﬂ~ﬁig#ﬁr.?

vt

In what terms do you think and speak of wexbers of’ oﬁ:.er grounsy
X kmve been saddencd grently to heear some evasuses &ay. thoy would
not rent thelr properiy to a ¥egro or' & Jowe ILow can we experiencs
brotherihood unk sr we practice-ﬁrcthﬂrhmed.

The crest and c¢rowning of all good,

Tire's final atar ic Brotherhoody

For 1t will bring aszain te earth

or long-lost Poesy snd irth;

¥Will serd neow 1izht on overy facs

A kKingly power upon the racoe

tnd, till it comes, wo =en &rc £1aves,

And travel downward to the dust of graves,

Comg, clesr the way, then, olesr the ways

Blind croeds and klngs have had thelr Qi o
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Sreak the dead brmghas from the paths

dur hong 12 in tSQe aft&mnﬂt-h et -

2ur hoe ia 1n herole men,

star-led to bulld tho werld szain,

o this event tﬁe soa8s xant

¢

neke way fpr Srothsphood we @@ka way for X¥an i

“here Do %e Co From Hore Boys, Where Do We Jo From Lere?

ell, vhere do wn go from herey Some may sey seloncoe hes
prozregsed so rapidly end far there is notalng sore to dilacover
or develop. Somo will say all the land lataken up, we can't live
here, we can't live there. In the field of political sclencae,
woald you say we have devised the best methods of political
orgrnlzation? Are the most capable, wost hc;nast“ 5ichal _auldct&d o
rn our sovernmental aff.irs? %het of our codos oy which pcdple
are tried or litigatlion settled? Arghalc, cuﬂberspmg, there they
rect, waltinr for some young men and womon to come along end revise

thene

in internationel dealinge how well do ve pgot along? Is
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there nothlng to Yo contributed? Is th@re nﬁthing dballenging
in modernizing the machinery for handling peacesbly world |
Drovlems?

And how about the health of the wrldy Do people not

die hourly becéuae 8 cmeons hgﬁ not es yot discovered the cure or
prevention of scoreg of discases,

Would you sa&y farmers, goenerally, apply solentiflc methods
to agriculture, soll consarvation, insect cohtrol? Is there not
unvoutided opportunity to zrow better and more ﬁaod for rmankingd
by cheansr and more improved nethodn

And you young women who axpoct to establiah ¢ home ard
raiae‘a Tamily, what ateps may you take to'makaizhat home Buccosg-
Mul, a place in vhich happiness »ay ablde? Iz thero not a éhallenga
in prepering for that day by good, honsst, honofﬁble téil and study?
DY, AL yoﬁprefer & career, lmmediately, are th;-doora of opportunity
closed? Not one bit -- unloss you are suffering from "campitis®.
‘here do %We Go From Here? !Have you ynqucour#e+qﬁﬁrted? Fhore

do ycu expect to bo and what do you expect to be dolng one year,
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two years, five years, ten years from nowt Will you pearden me
for reclilng a personal experience. In my Second's;ear in cclloge
I rcoched tho nolnt whore lt'aesmmd useless to zo one 5incuuraged,
overwriked, and & not teoo faverableoreport card caused me to conw
slder dropning out of colleges I rationalized that until I

declded oxactly wiet L wanted to be or the field of endsavor Y

lshed to enter, I should quit school. Exprﬁaaing this defeatisn
te my brezkotBall coach, & most understanding man and one {n whenm

I had confidence, he ssid, "tell, scmo students do not discover

exactly what they are golng to do untilltbﬂir agonlor year, and
some few not untll efter thay, but 4ll the time you are studying
and 63 lying yourself, wou are developing the avbition for bijzer
thinge, you are »raparing vyourself for ths futuro. iffycu 2rop
cut now, you are acuittling to yourself that you are 2 guittor,

You rurt live with yoursall, therofors you must hﬂVBirﬁﬁtmct for
yourself. Stick it out,® I did, end I shall bo eternally grate=
ful to thet coashe So, if the way 18 not altogathéi' cleam;,. 1f the

exact field of endeavor hes not been decided upon, do not sit
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by 1dly, precrestinating, get buﬂy'nOW} tanorrowy moko plens

_—

for work or atudy which will contribute tolyour endoa{or for
the dsy vhen you malte vour permanent life work plﬂns._ ¢ind you .
need sot ée 00 hasty In selscting your 1ife wak. Get 8 CEeo
exporionco, but be sure it ts purposeful. A drifting oblect on
the gea is & haxerd to navigation; a;drifting ﬁlmless 1ife is

nol only useless for the porpetrator but may be & hazard to those

oy L

about-i;. flgh wages which some are recelving today will no#
laat forever. IX you ave pwalting for that'big‘“brenk" with a
big wagoe sttached you are in for a bitterﬁdiauégdintmant. g
erecte our own. "breeks', If you work, frugallity end thyiftiness
wre a oreparetion for sny field, g
wgere So ¥o @o From Werey It s up to ?6uﬁ Unlilke tgoae

troops etanding on the top dock with the eohip sottling rayidly

beneath thom into the chilly, choppy watera of tho Ehgliah Channel,
7 nave cholces, you gan chart JOur Coulridés Lan }'0‘}/ 1lko vhe,

face the herdships, the unknowg,evan survival itzelf with & song

in your heart, a sxlle on your 1lps, unafrald, andhwithout



-l
whilmpering? You may, you can, I_Q}_l_ ville Is it possible for
vou to leavse this school experiahca, and sey with %, 3, Henley
fnohin Mrnvictua”
Out of the nizght that cavﬂra* 1 Py
clagk aa the Pit from pole to pele,
I thank whgtover goda may be

For my unconquerable souls

In the Iell clutch of circumatanges
I have not winced nor cried alouds
Under the bludgeonings of chance

%y hoad 1s bloody, but unbowsd,

e

SJeyond thies place of wrath and teavs
Iooms but the lorror of the Shede,
and yet theo menace: 6f tho yeai*ﬂ

Finde, and shall find, mo unéﬁ_'a.id.
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1% mpttore not how Mr&_t thé-,gd,te;
How ohurged with punishments thﬁ acroll,
I am the mastor of ny fates

I am the captaln of my souls



	ddr-densho-408-6-1_mezz
	ddr-densho-408-6-2_mezz
	ddr-densho-408-6-3_mezz
	ddr-densho-408-6-4_mezz
	ddr-densho-408-6-5_mezz
	ddr-densho-408-6-6_mezz
	ddr-densho-408-6-7_mezz
	ddr-densho-408-6-8_mezz
	ddr-densho-408-6-9_mezz
	ddr-densho-408-6-10_mezz
	ddr-densho-408-6-11_mezz
	ddr-densho-408-6-12_mezz
	ddr-densho-408-6-13_mezz
	ddr-densho-408-6-14_mezz
	ddr-densho-408-6-15_mezz
	ddr-densho-408-6-16_mezz
	ddr-densho-408-6-17_mezz

