June 1, 1942

Dearest Helen: a4
v

Our family is now settled at Tanforan after first making
our * ture® out of sec lumber picked and sal~
vaged, plece by piece, in Jjunk~yard section of this
Auut':ly Center g:innukingly washed and scrubbed, then
sawed and nailed into benches, stools and crudely built
tables and shelves. We were quu‘ linited as to our
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and also under eaves, where the carpenters forgot
finish building the wall. ¥We have our iron cots
which we stuff
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We have no windows for ventilation at all but one stationary
one for light. ¥We o the door to air the place. The odor
was not pleasant at first, but we grew accustomed to it. It
is not a pleasant life we must lead, as our surroundings are
not pleasant. -

¥e must wateh cuts and bruises for tetanus. The huﬁzll&%-
tion is totally inadequate for a community of size,
less 8%.20 people here at Tanforan. For accuracy's sake, let's

say 7, p‘m.

Yesterday S Hay 31st, another funeral was held. It has
been the third ral here since May 10th, Nother's Day,
when we arrived here.

There are 200 women who are in pregnancy, 76 expecting within
two months, 3 already born (1 born at San Mateo County m&.‘z
2 here---the &linr{nuk“ place at any room convenient--
table was fashioned in_the umnur shop of available wood
by Japanese volunteers, with ir own tools brought from
home. They had no mat oouuyngo:o'uipo from
the stretcher of the San Mateo Coun pital am e,
They have to 1ift the patient or mother in labor, matiress
and all, from make-shift table to make~shiff litler, etec.
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Our new "home" is ve compared to the " fabrica-
g dere the

ted" barracks that o were _as Lo~=

sleep 7 adults to a room--! TH¢ are all "
both outer wall and partitions : rooms, as well as
the « Then the outer walls are covered with tar Ty

and reof of thin roofing paper, and considered finished.
The floor is made of 1x10's just hacked together. Since
the wood is green, it rapidly shrinks, and the slits be-
tween the mmmmpmum-immmam
grass comes creeping thru daily--since the soil beneath is
QUITE FERTILE.

ﬂwhnnhurtmmm in other camps, we are not

in daily dust storms. It seeme to come in from every-
where covering everything - Looth brushes, mirrors, soap,
ot in their soap boxes, books, becomes yellow-
grit covered every day. We cannot in cash at
the Canteen--we are required to buy a of scrip at
$2.80 each(the lmpcgu-tabl.d monthly personal
we were w be “"given") and with these we buy rs,

bar candy, cigarettes and kotex. That is the complete stock.
Nothing more.

Cne rare day they had € crates of oranges at 20¢ a dozen.

It lasted 6 minutes. The line to the canteen is a a
block long. Ye always had to wait in line to visit

toilet, but now we have one nearer our place, just erected
this week. I haven't seen hot water since we left home. I
always shiver and gshake in the shower--~the shower is one
which I have not yet seen--very public-~so I go in the middle
of the day-~then I don't have to keep ¢ ¥ith 7 others.The
toilets~-~~"Latrines"~-are better here at oran than at
Hanzanar or Santa Anita. Ours flushes and we have partitions
between seats for a depth of 24 feet. This means our faces,
knees, etc., protrude but it is better than none. Here too,
provisions are made for 8. For about the first 3 days we were
8o disappointed and found these places so repulsive that we

would go there, look an, and plod home in, to use the
bedpan with whleh we Prntohed oULssIvES B8 ' here.

We stand in line for our meals, too. On rainy days it is
very inconvenient Lecause the soil here is clay, and we sink
deeply into the slippery slush.

Our first week was very hard for us here--we arrived half ill
because we were sleepless, having packed in a frenzy after re-
ceiving a 12 hour notice by telegram to evacuate(from the
WCCA). We had to undergo inspection for health and also for
baggage-~it started to rain, our stalls were dusty, dirty,
bare and drafty and my sister had a fever and was shaking on
the hay--and our was not delivered--no blankets or
anything. The only th we had was Paul's rain coat , which
he took off for her to have. :
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