Washington University
St. Louis, Missouri
Varch 3rd. 1943

Dear Tommie,

This :fternoon I h+d # chemistry leb and when I got back to the

dorm £t 4:30, I fomnd vour Topaz Times and the ehclosed letter.

It was very interestingtto me and I'm so glsd you wrote. 2 - -
Tod=y, the smow is still on the ground from yesterdsy's snow blizzard.
It is very dry snow snd it is like send. One cennot meke. snow bs1ls
with this type. The sun was shining most of the dav &nd you cean im-
agine how blinding it Bets. The electricity in the air-is even - .- --.
worse in St. Louis then in Uteh. Your clothes stick to you and

the cracks that sound when you take off your coat is almost frighten-
ing. There is » thick rug along the long hallway downstairs and
the elctricity we build up when we slide along there is pretty
strong becsuse when we touch someone else, there is ¢ loud sncp, -
¢nd the shock is pretty b:d. A . i
I-em surprised that people, especially issels, can get furlighs, but
I'm glad they can. I rather think that peps will enjoy it if he :
goes, but I don't know. T received three coples of the Topaz Times,
with the letter. How often does it come out? -
As for eclothing, it 1s rather inconvenient to wear too mueh under=-
e¢l¢t ing-here. First, there is physfcal ed., we wear shorts and skirts-
which we bought. The shoets are like the reguler shorts which people
wear for tennis, ete. except that it has enother laver with elastic legs
underneath of the sscme materizl., This mrkes it impossible.to wcrar
‘erything bulky underneath. Anywey, we -have to take everyt' ing off to’
take showers, and the more we wear, t¥e more “time we waste., Secondly,
this place is unlike Topsz in that the weather ountside 1s very cold

but the rooms sre uncomfortebly warm snd stuffy.. I know that I m:y

nbt get as many headaches if the people zround here like fresh air.

It 1s impossible to wear & coat inside the house. Everyone takes. ofl
their outer coats when they bome into the classroom. I was surprised

to see in every room ¢ plle of hats, scerves, gloves end overcoats

in the baek row.  ‘Boys all werr the ecbove named articles to school-- --
everyday, the very kind that we would expect to see at church on -
Sundays in Srn Franciscp. They do dress well, but t ey -call itlecasuval'
dress. T don't know what the~ wear when they really dress up. 8-

for quilted vests; they are very populer here. Not very many girls -
wear cotton or wool stockings but ma y of "t em wesar silk, nylon, or
reyon. However, the majority of the girls werr short socks, and even ---
wifh their besutifiul fur cérts. Peggy wears a brownish muserat fur

cort to school. On cold days, every other girl is weering one . ,--I--bought
e pair of non-run rayon mesh stockings. They are not very.comfort--

sble but look alright. Yes, I hear thot we sometimes get snov even-- - -
ss late e&c May., After that, it gets unbeeraebly hot and humid. I-doc----
need warm clothing too but it seems kind of exptravagant to buv clothes
when things are as they sres If I had known trat this dorm was elesing,
I might heve worked for rorm and board snstead. It -does cost so ruch-

. to stay here. $55.00/ semester for g#oom. ' Thet 1s‘for about 15 weeks.
food is $105.00/ semester for bre:kiust and dinner, plus lunches- +h ch
is on the average sbout 307/dey. Th's would emount to over a dotler- --

~ dey for me:ls. The food is elright but afger-all we do pay -ulte

a bit for it. I haven't decided what to do next seme ster yet. Frobably

work for room a d board.



Peggy has been wonderfwul end.J th'nk 't would be very nice to give her
something. Che is graduveting th's semester and at that time T will
probably have to give her something. She is majoring ‘n occupational
theropy and that is healing by occupying the mind with wvarious erafts,
therefore she is rabber clever wit» her hands, end T =sm sure that

she will get a good job, Her frther is a doetor in Santa Barhars

«nd. this profession will be very vaslusble in working with convalescent
soldiers during snd after the wrr, She is sbouvt-a size 36, for she
teskes size 15 clothes.

I can't understend why Haysgo Kihare would be going to Minn. Perhaps
you mean Texas =~ thrt is where he wanted to go. "

I'm glsd you sre going to sewing sehool,  You are verv good in that
sort of thing and you did need = little of thet finishing toueh to
your sewing. I will try to go to the store this weekend and buy

a few patterns to send you. There 4B a Mont. Wards here that ] saw
from the street cer but I don't know if many people go there:. Now
that I am in a lerge city I would rather see, feel and try=-con the.things
which I buj:. ke e %{:\,.{fﬂ,t Wi . ! ;
Alex wrote to me yesterd:yq:nd s ys that he is studying veryhard. He
went to Chicago on a four day furlogh #nd says he will not get anther
until July when he expects = 14 dey furlcugh when he will visit Top:z.
He wrote that Chicago or rather WRA hes set ¢ 2000 evscuees a2s the
saturetion point. I don't know sbout St. Louis but T do know that
there =re few if ny evacursted or reloc:cted fem lies here.. Kiku wrote
end said that Chicsfo disappointed her but I think any mid-west city
is = dissppointment to us who sre from S.F., -She is only &n hour from
Chicego. 'Masako Amemfyya, Kiku #nd,Alex all seld that it would be. a good
ide: to meet there sometime. Chicago 1s.only four hours from here.

I heve gone to the doctor sever:l times during the past week and I feel
better any =v. I will ask Kiyoshi Hikoyeds about my tooth before he
leaves for Boston..I am not wesring my new glasses trat. I got from
-Toprz Hospital to see if it mekes any difference.

Now to teg&l you = .little of what I've been do‘ng. -Sunday I went to
the free concert at the municipal auditoriuvm and enjoyed it & lot.

I went with three other Cauc. girlds from the dorm. Mondey,; the World
Student Service Fund drive started on this campus.. Tt helps students
in China,eBurope and J.A. students 'n the US. Besides contributing to
it, I hepped make & .poster and Rest night ten of vs from the dorm
went .to the big ST. Louis U. vs. WeBhington basketbsll geme to collect
more money. After one gérd® made an announcement, d uring half time,
we went through the isles and asked for donations. I think I was a
pretty good sdvertisement by h=ving sn orientel face. Perhaps they
thiought I was Chinese but I was rather successful. We collected sbout
$26. last night and the dorm girls, sbout 130 girls contributed over
+140.00, which is over o dollar average. There were . lots of nisei
fellows «t the game last night and T don't know what they thought of
me byt I don't mueh care. : :

I received ¢ letter @rom Miss Astroth, the FOR member:, acking me to
luneh with her Saturdsy with rnother J.A. girl I mentioned who is =
leb technichan., I will go, and T hore we will have a nice time.

I ‘m rpplying for employment -t the employment office of the school,
not expecting & plscement but just taking s chance. T think .that . if
there 1is an opportunity to work in s lab of csome sort, full time, .1t
might be a wise thing. What do yvou think? T shell be shre to send
you the want rds, too.
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o ! Sfis01d at Klines for $1.98. I think T will wait until wrrmer weather-
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cont.: 3/4/43

I'm continuing this létter today because 1l:st night I went to the library
with M Scott, who lives = few doors dovn the hall. I tried to do

the chem’ stry problems for todav there. /@ter we got bsek, two of the
girls in my lab section came to my room to try and solve i1t toget er.

We were at it until about L1:30. We finslly did them and by the time

I gotgto bed, it was well past 12:30. I get up et seven, usuvally and
have breskfast from 7:30 to 8:00 so I have to rush to my 8:00 classes
every morning. I never did have much appetite =t bre-kfast but I try
end eat 8 much #8 I ¢en. Fruit or fruit juice, brcon, scrambled or
posched eggs, (soft boiled if desired) tosst, doughnuts, or coffee- -
c~ke, ceré#éasl, coffee, milk, cocoz, or tes, are usuelly, on. the menu.

£t lunch I heve s=lad ard & sendwich with milk or something else, hut ..
¢s balanced as I know how. Mv hours sare verycepowded in the mornings- -
becruse this school has 11l their cidrsses in the mornings snd lcbs in- the
afternoons. On Mondays, Wednesdavs ~nd ¥ridays, I have class streight
thrivgh from 8:00 to 12:00 and on Tuesdays and Wednesd ys, I have chem
1=b in the sfternoon until about 4:00. So you can see that my Wednesdrys
2re the busiest. On Buesdeys I have an 8:00, 9300, end on Thursdevs I
have an 8,9,:nd 10:00 clrsses. Todey is Thursdavg so I w s through at
11:00.

I told you that o week ago I got = new room-mate. She is only 16 =nd
she sure acts it. She wears horn rimmed glasses and no lipstick.

I often hear girls in the @dorm talking rbout her =nd say’'ng how queer- -
she is. She owns all sorts ofk%ypk,jgro%J etrified crrbs -nd corals

to office pencil sharpenersﬁwﬂw eﬁﬁéﬁe*ﬁaéwébne‘out, lots of girls come
in to look at the collection which is now cuite well known here,

As T ment'oned before, my room is verv large * rbout 25-27 feet long

by 14-15 ft. wide. She occupries two beds, two desks, two chairs :nd
roughly, 3/4 of the room. Another thing, she loves to pace the floor.

I told her bluntly not to while I w-s in the room, whic~ isn't often
anymore., 1 go to the librrry to study, end when I'm here, I go teo--
Pegey's room or to see the gtrls down the hzll. This June Foinsett, -
the room-mate loves to telk and goes on and on about everything, :nd
talks real fast. She never maskes her bed z2nd she throws her things 1]
over the place. I wanted to ask = girl up here yesterday =t noon,--

but I couldn't very well with the plr-ce locking the way it did. Wedl, .
it won't be so long, snd I hrve spoken to the women in charge of the
rooms snd se will let me know when there is & vacancy in ¢ single room.
%I know that the m:id appreciated@ my end of the room and she likes it
“because I don't have very meny nick-nacks.

YBy the way I just thought of it. Please send me the light blue shéfts_

Q;“gemd my beige slacks (rayon) =nd the other things I acked about. The
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¢ 13ght blue shoets are new and cre in the bluck, large sguare su’t case.

_(i Some girls play bsdminton zat night in the gym of this dorm and it will
g be nice to wear.

The girls sre =11 buying those Mexican woven hurachas. They are béing

comes and they will make more non-rationed sheed. I left my brown
e ones I wore to golf. Most girls wear them

§ 5 mocssson shoes there'y, :

& 5 to school and I would like to have them here if yo» could send it
W Jwith my other things. .

~ If vyou can get some cute material -t the canteen, I would like a

dirndle skirt. If you buy three lengths, it doesn't come out even,
but %ill m ke & pretty full skirt. (Cotton is best, percele,



They =re so useful. : ' :
regey would like a Pekenese, and I think I better give one to Betty
Kelly. She is very nice and is Peggy's best friend. ;
Wonddy,; 280 reserves of Wrshington U. vere called: to enter the army
on the 15th of this month.: They :re being c-1lled from every college
and this is no excertion. Tn their place, hundreds of soldiers

in the =ir corps ‘re coming here for training. !

I hope the rcdio comes*real soon., Tt will be & good friend and compan ion.

T will sey goodbye now and will “rite agein soon. FPlease keep sending
me letters. Thank vou.- : : :

W Mwa
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