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April 3, 1958...Thursday 9 AM...In a Hotel room overlooking view of used
lumber, plumbing, and littered trash under a. ghoomy dull-bright sky.....

How time flies. This is my fifth morning in To’ivo,, yet I have not
seen anything exciting nor even in the leasst worth buying. Times are bad
here in Jepan, or so they say.

Since I maided my last letter to you I wes picked up by Mr, Hirai of
Kagewa-ken. At his showroom he showed me a few scmples. None were up to
our standerds. Sew some lacquered rice containers and suggested some for
our store and possible wholesale in black and red. These containers are
about 12" in diameter and about 5" high with a very slight bulge at the side
and without any lide. I thought they could be used for salad bowls, es
Martha suggested oféen (and I can hear her nodding her head at this moment).
I do not know the price as yet, but a few samples are being prepared. I
think it will be about $5 each FOB. Quite expensive so I doubt that we can
do too much, but yet again it is a very hard to produce item. I do believe
that Hirai mentioned that they are lacquered about 13 times. I sug@lested
that less coatings be applied to cut cost, but the meker might not be too
amenable (spelling}) to such an idea.

. "I also th t a deeper bowl with 1lid (rice container) in smooth lac-
‘quer finish, redfblack, at about ¥900 FOB end 9" diameter would also be
interesting. Semples are being prepered. Could possibly sell for around
$12.50 Bof $15.00 retail. This can be used for selads without 1id or hot
foods like maceroni dishes etc, After all, rice is hot and steamy when

‘in and the containers have withetiood meny years of use. Maybe a little
‘blurb tastefully prepared and inserted with each lacquer bowl stating its
history and method of mamufacture ete might just do the trick. This is a
quality item and should be given numero uno treatment.

April 4, 1958, I was interrupted by a visit from Mr. Omishi of
Maruhiro, our paper star meker. He brought me some beautiful fruit in a
wicker basket for me to "get well" from a seige of rummny stomach which
occurred at his office the night before. This is a long story and will be
related in full at a later date,

(2\ At Kegawe-ken showroom I purchesed e toy (folk art of the prefecture)
of a figure on a bamboo stiek, its arms mede of string with two stomes
as hands and its body shaped like a flat drum with Band made paper stretched
taut . When you twirl the stick in your hands the strones strike the drum
body and thmps away. "It -costs 6¢ FOB Jepan and should retail for apound
40¢. I bought loo dozen, I believe., Should go good at our store and might
be & good wholesale ‘addition. Time only will tell. ) :
f " At 1:30 'PM I was picked up by K. Katd and we both left for OMIYA, 'the :
supplier of our rattam fly swatters, ‘There, I selected some little gadgets
for the kitchen. I will give you details in later letters after receiving
FOB prices from Kato. . P T i Pl e ey
Then we went on to the doll (KIM) maker for possible new ideas. I did
geo a crying doll which-I was.told was bought by Ken Hirose. It had e .
Little Red Riding Hood custume om, I suggested that it be clothed in Kimow.
no and sold to me at the same price and reserve it exclusively. for me. A
" gample should be forthcoming. We may sell quite a few, for it provides
| emusement in various ways. JIM, Please investigate DUTY of crying dolls
_immediately. At eround $1.30 FOB, the 7" erying doll.(€.35% duty) should
sell Por-around $4.20,to $4:50 a dozen without difficulty, if priges are not
too far agtray from other importers of a-similar doll. -Will send sample
as soon as received, , ; MG by i PR N g . ) &
,* “At Keto's office, I was shown a few glasses with rattan wrapped at the
bottom. ' The quality’of the glassware wes not the best, but is advertised s
heat-proof; ehd should be gdod’ for hot drinks, like coffee, besides being
used a8 highbell.and old-fashioned glasses. - The'shape of . the.glasswsre:.wss
soceptable. 'I believe that' samples will be sentjto you. Kato has an ex-
clusive on the item snd he reveasled that AKRON of Los Angeles was interested
I gave him the pitech co§,cerniag‘~Akr'on. o e paal o U, el
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