April 28, 1958 10 PM  How time does fly !  Daiichi Hotel #771
Dear people, -~ 1 : e s ;

When I reeched the hotel Fridey evening around 6:30 PM there wes a steck
of meil weiting for me. Just going thru the mail wae quite an undertaking.
But this is not a compleint. Far be it, for it wes most decidedly 2 pleasumt)f
wey to pass the time. = > ot nh bv ache

- However, Ken Kato celled for me at 6330 PM.so I postponed the recding of
“the mail for supper end & short chat. We had sushi et e neerby resteurant.
I returned to the hotel in en hour to rest, bathe my heeling thigh, end to
enjoy reading my letters from you in the Juxury of a warm bed. . :

I last wrote to you from Negoya. Al that time my leg wes showing signs
of getting better--at leest some indicetions of drying up. - Early the next
dey Heshimoto Feethers showed up to bring me a typed confirmetion of my pur-
ohese the dey before and also some semples of fancy feathers and some Hagoita

, bats for sele with the birds I bought. I bought some stocked Hagoita for our

store and for possible wholesaling, at $1.09 gross (totelling 150 grosses).

I beg your pardong for the price for Hagoita is 80¢ a dozen and I purchased
1000 pieces which were stocked « The 1,09 price was for the birds. I do be-

lieve that you have elready received a purchase confirmation from Hashimoto,

Plecse send them directly our purdmse order number and send only the copy to
me. If there is any correction to be made I shell do so efter getting my copy.
This will seve time snd & lot of bother for me, since I am very short of time
end considerably short of essistance, not to mention tempdr.

" I also met Seki Cutly on the 23rd before I left Nagoya. We discussed the
meking of the Indien Carving Set made in combination of Teak end brass end the
blades to be tempered sharper than before, and to heve the scabbard fit loosely
in Japan to allow for shrinkege. Also teek and stainless stesk knives, etc. If
enything is worked out we mey develop something interesting here. There is no
quota restrictions of fletware in wood-stainless combinetions, I was told. They
ere prepering some semples for me end prices of knives without sheaths. Knives
heve elweys sold quite well and we could always count on at least $2000 eannuelly.
XLO letter openers are 15¢ each without the sheath. Our stesk knives will also
be cheeper. Is good, no?

I ceught the 1:20 Express for Shizuoka end arrived there at 4310 PM. Met
Shibata et the Shizuoke Hotel with a men who does his documenttion, and the three
of us went to Sugiyems, our bemboo shede meker. Sew the samples there of the
phote sent us by Shibats, and I still like the large one shaped like a flat
dismond. I worked out some shepes with the meker who will prépare samples. I
placed & small order to ensure receiving some before the gift shows, totalling
50 sets of various shepes, each set consisting of one large shade, one medium
and one or two smell inséebed in each other (nested) to seve freight. I hope
they turn out successfully. I also asked for lerger lanterns LAE of #2,3,4
equal in size to our #5 (shade diameter only) so that we could include & small
shede inside esch shade we order of that #5 size. I designed e small shade to
£it in esch regular #5 sized lantern. (mecsurement of the paper porting only)
By the wey, how sre these shades moving enywey? Is it worth our while pleying
with these freight consuming items? Plecse let me know.

How ebout folk art tea cannisters? Can we sell them yet? I cen get them
cheasper now, a set of five (with the largest being the same as those in our re-
teil store) at ¥425 a set, FOR. How about an individual design for each size,
like tes, coffee, pepper, curry, nutmeg, etc. by Serizewa, appropriate for each
size can? Could be a hit, could be. Should we try again? Or we cen go into
different sizes more suitable for US households, or egain, we can bring in one
size only like Freeman Lederman line of white poreelain for various spices,
with appropriate designs indiceting the spice within. How sbout? Is good?

If you like the ddea please send me full perticulers. Maybe the set nested
ds best for us to save shipping space. 7 ;

. 1In Shizuoka all the woodworRers who sold to Woodpecker are crying the
blues. It seems as though Woodpecker suddenly stopped buying boxes, selt—
pepper sets, seldd bowls, etc, Orders now just trickling in, no longer pour-
ing as before. Shibate had no new designs for me this yeer, Must be drying
up. I.nixed his idea of fixing the large boxes because of the rise in price,
"Heis working of coffee grinder.for me. Contacted Qkemure, maker of the
metal grinder end worked out some sort of idee, I hope something will turn
_out for us, if not this yeer, next enywey. : g o '



WES VESY L0 Ahe reepon for our increese in the retail store, not counting the
month of. Fnbruai‘ﬁf Seledy “At the ‘présent Féterwe shibuldr bebettercthan lest
vear's April which was $2,823.18. To date,. each month has ‘been our best
end-therc seems bo be no signs of a recession in our store. (I hOpe that
this is not the kiss of death.)

Saw Mrs. Mihara of Oriental Culture Books today at breakfast at Hotel dining
rooms , Saw Mrs. Tino of Mademe Butterfly at Kagawa ken Exhibit room also.
Heer George Tsuruoka of Katsura (Pesadens) is in Japen., Must be-in Kensai.
Left for Kyoto, Osaka Just after T dide Well, I better sign off now. Will

wiite a more detciled letter later on events in Tokyo. Not too much has trans-
pired es yet for I hit Tokyo on a bad ‘weekend, and the samples are not ready as

planned. Japan's pace is very slow end plodding end makes it very hard for
us who are pressed for time.
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3 loft Shizuolca et 5: lh pm on Apri.l 25th and reached Tokyo at 6323pm.
I texied to the Hotel where I met Ken Kato.

I meent to say esrlier that my leg had about dried up by the time I ar-
rived in Tokyo. It behaved very well in Shizuoks, end today it is elmost
completely -dried up except for a few places. I am now thickly scarred and
scabby. - One sed note, in the meantime I developed a boil in the #eme thigh,
due to some vigorous scratching from my wooly tweed pents. The boil has be-
come very sore and big, but today I managed to squeeze some pus oul to relieve
the tension. ‘Mede it very diffioculs to walk from one place to another. I am
cert-inly blessed with a bountiful crop of sores on my left thigh this year,

I only hope that our business will attreaot business in the menner my thigh
attracted sores, 2

From the - atatisticos received to date I do see that we have improved con-
siderably over-plesiuyesy dp bothiwhglesale gnglyr@t&i;”*ﬂ!}mpﬁ;akuy een be
appraised ‘at the fact that we had very good inventory at the time of sales,
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