different people. .. -

April , I megn, MAY lst, A derk end dresy dey, mo less.:

.. Minassma Ohio Gozaimesu, . .- N TALIHGRY. BE TR

Trensleted into English, it means Hi Toots..: -« . .0 o o =0 oo
- This, is several JfLgf hours later after serveral interruptions by several

.~ I.had better give & brief: sunnary of xw :htqi, here ip' 'folqro before going

' into detsail over my meenderings. . -

W
Semples will be made with patterns #1, 12, 15.
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On April 25th I wes met at the Hotel Deiichi by Ken Keto and we had dinner.
Saturday. morning, 26th, I met Kamei's young assistant, Isobe, and he brought
me.some cushion covers, zippered, :din Tsumugis : I noted end discussed {1) that
sewing was too coarse and must be more. thread count per square inch, (2) that
zippered portion was not executed properly, that material should be hemmed while
being.zippered. so, that there will be no loose threads henging ss per sample, (3)
that we did not.require any middle tassel. ; I-seid that our SF office will in-
vestigate the amount of duty it will be with or without tassel, so please have
Jim hurry down to Appraiser, if he is not on his vacetion, and find out ebout
duty of pillow covers with tassels and without tassels and report immediately. )
We can alweys sew on the tassels later in SF if duty is too high (we'll weighy¥
various labor costs before ordering the finished cushion product. :

- If you are ablé to send me stock sizes of foam rubher cushions available
locally, we cen easlly have the proportions altered here in Japan much more
quickly and esonomidelly than in US. If Tami can contact various foem manufts.
we can chgnge the size of the cushion covers here, or make various sizes accord-
ing to sizes available in US. v : ; ]

I was told that the Noil cushion cover would be about 93¢ each FOB and the
Tsumugl covers are §1.30 each FOB Japen, That means that we will land a Tsumugi
cover at $1.75 in SF to wholesale at $3.00 each end retail at §5 each plus foam.
Or if customers would like to retail the cover at $6 each, please let them, If
foem is evaileble at reteil for around §5 each, it would be considerably checper
than the product we are selling now. A $6 silk cover plus fosm rubber or sub-
stitute for mround §5-§7 #s better than what we are presently offering. Then we
will be rid of our present headache. @nd the NOIL cover should land in SF for
$1.30 each. We can wholesale around $2.50 and reteil for §5 each. I have asked
the weaver of our noil cloth to weave samples of noil zabuton width seme as hattan
patterns DZ 13-19, in black-white, blue-green, lime-orenge, etec. This might be a
better buy for us end less headeche in the long run. -I streesed to the maked that
the color must be fast so that a person who may perspire while perched on e cushio
will not have her dress soiled. I teld them this was: very importent. Meybe the
NOIL covers will be a big thing this year for ms. And with a minimum of headache
and heartache (for Martha). : ! CHRLDER : Rk e e, 2

I also i for coolie coats and banker ,co;ks in smzll and medium sizes.

Shoontd (i o Sotd clors 4 lecosionen .

Later that efternoon of 26th I went to Kato's office where I ordered some
Hagi Brand kiseru pipes, sbout 100 dozen Japarese style and 100 dozen streight
type, at 67¢ dozen for Japenese style and (?) for straight., I also ordered 300
dozen (JM~-1) dogs on wheels (toy) I forgot the price but I think it is about
6l¢ dozen. I also ordered two sizes of drum (TAIKO) similer to ones we buy from
China Dry Goods. 53" @ $4.45 dozen FOB and7%" @ $7.45 dozen. I ordered 14 dozen
of 5% and 8 dozen of 74. Also ordered Chess Sets from Hekone @ $6.50 dozen,
about 20 dozen in all. Sample of this item is being sent. Also ordered Hariko
no Tora, (24 dozen) @ 155¢ each end a smaller version (50 dozen) @ 9¢ each.

I also ordered popguns (50 dozen) at 74¢ dozem. Plain, very little paint,

Then we went to Maruhiro where I heard that George Tsuruoka of Katsurs -
Pasadena was there and had placed a request for gift boxes. I saw them and they
were fair but.quite expensive, Prices are too high for wholesale, I fear, -
However, I asked Mr. Onishi to alter myboxes to lower costs so that I can reeell
them. Will'do and I am to see.samples later. He showed me some  stationery and
I again fear that he is not e hand made peper men, but e printer who is eager to
get as mugh business as possible regardless of whether he kmows the item or not.
I do believe thet my other pRinter who is mekéng my woodeut cddenders from
Serizewa's culender 1s a better man, end I am happy that I did not commit myself
with Maruhiro. ‘I asked about the denguri type emall decoration toys and I was
told that Nikiyo (Otagiri's agent) had approached them earlier this yeer and
thet the item could not be produced fast enough to .satisfy Otagiri, and that
the meker makes so little that no ome is interested in selling the item. .
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including the &oop which binds the calender together. It is o hendsome.thing
indeed end I -knou(thatwe shell do:e: very gbodsgob ithbs fyearronodhis item. I
suggest that Jack try to get some firms to send out Xmes Cards using our Cal-
endar this year. We can have their nemes imprinted here in Jepan et very lit-
ide extra cost if they buy early emough. Give us two to three months. And if
they like we cen mail them from Jepan. Minimm order should be at least 200
calendars, This celendar will reteil for $1 eech, wholesale ©3§. dozen end

10% off by gross. I am toosee other samples of cerds etc tomorrow. I can
hardly wait to see the designs. This is the beginning of a new enterprise for
us end should give us a very unique line in statiopery goods~--cards, stationery,
letter pepers, gift cerds, etec.

-To date we will include such new items as IRON WARES, ST/ TIONERY, TEAK

OWLS, SALT/PEPPER SETS, TRAYS, FEATHER GOODS, New wooden toy g}gg oJeybg¥Res.
2 pxl-i_’otjégm/)d line s of now to give us e gqoa Xmas' sesaons  HbF G
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- I do believe that it would be difficult to buy eny small paper toys like -
that this year. There were no samples of this nature at Int. Trade Fair, and I
guess since there is no profit no one wents to sell the item. Let Otagiri bup
the stuff end we shall sell them in our retail store, end I think we will pro=-
fit gust as much this wey. I did manage to bay e few at Nanri Kobe end I shall
order there for our wholesale store if I cen. ; e :

Sunday, April 27, I spent the whole dey with Sugihers of Serizewa. I met
him and the printer, Kurihara, around noon end we hed lunch together. Then we
went to Telumi where I pumcheeed three pots (bottles) I liked for about ¥150
each for my collection and then Sugihara end I roamed around the stores in the
neighborhood trying to get fresh idees. 3. DOLA S

Suglhara said that our celenders will be ready soon for me to see and ap=-

piove before having them cut and printed. rihere showed me e sgmple rough
of our propose u%’:%er;déf. 2hd it is ﬁrkinf g‘u%’%y ﬁg%? #u%@hhh&-mede paper
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