Letter #22

Dear Henri: Glad to hear that your leg has dried a little. I suspect you should

not wear the tweedy wool pants as much as possible. Ferhaps you should get your-

self a pair of dark brown slcks of worsted to wear with the jacket if you don't have

one. You may be allergic to the rough wool fibers that stéck throughf the lining.

(THIS IS TAMI...GET TATLOR TO INSERT RAYON LEG LINING BOTH SIDES...QUICK AND CHEAPLY DONE.)
The teak 11" and gold 11" trays are $10.80/doz., 14" are 18,00/doz.3 21" oblong

are 36.,00/doz.

Received your letter of 28th from Daiichi this morning. We also heard from

Kamei., They are disturbed about the P.0. for the raw silk jackets with pockets

we sent them. The letter accompanying the P.0. clearly states that it is the order
you placed with them, Flease make it clear that we wend the F.O. to confirm

your orders, and it does not mean another order so do not duplicate. The letter
Jim wrote was i&n Japanese and they should have understood it. Jim is also writing
to you about it.

The moldy yo-yo's are a big headache and we are really getting a batch of complaints.

o
The sample of the hagita came today. A3so sample of a s€are-crow doll from Teruo
Kadowaki of Sendai Chamber of Commerce. No price or letter with it yet.

The hagoita is only thing we got so far from Hashimoto. Their letter says they

are sending other things.

(Since “arthat left the office saying 'I'LL be back) I came to her mach ine and read
what she wrote thus far. Inserted caps above. Re: Hagoita, it is cheezy, how do you

sell unknown game in America even tho 10¢ piece? You must off your rocker. Quit

doing these things. If you are going to continue Kuwamura thing, hagoita, etc, you'd sure
bettér come back quick bec. you're wasting time and money on excessively infoerior things
beyond just boo-boos, they are tremendous blunders! Are they doping your coffee? How

come they can put these things over on you when you haven't answered our questions &
evaded our requests, and not bought anything for the retail store on their request list?
What's the idea not getting us our goh-shogi set, going to Takahashi mrty favor place

that might have more things like our white doves???????0thers are very much on t he ball,
Otagiri came out with lots of new things aever and beyond the several new kinds of matches.
Their plain grass mats are superior to ours being of a different loom and core thread so
they lay heavier and stiffer, and sell at 16,00/Gr. How about getting arcund to the
post card people so we can make up a selection boxed, and doing this with ready-made

and available or run-offif-on-order sorts you don't even h.ve to work on? Gee, we supply
youw ith the ideas and even where to go, and you spend you time on Kuwamura's stinking
hot pads and hagoita of the cheapest cheeziest I knew never such existence of. Hagoita is
traditionally beautiful of silk....and those who don't know the traditiom 1 use ARE NOT
going to know what on earth they are forl What are you going to call them, baby seat
beaters? The face pasted onto them, paper, is not pretty. I'll cook them for dinner for yam.
Give them away to an orphanage before you come back to escape t he duty and freight, or
better still, sell tham back to the guy for half price. Tell him not to crate them, give
him half the money, and tell him to keep them. YThat's the best solution. Also same
for Kuwamura's hotpad, which will not be a pad, nor will it protect from hot. And is
peko-peko§ It's tension makes it spring, i% 1s plain lousy. Givehhem half the cost

and tell them you've made a boo-boo. About matches.....I'm enclosing some colors, designs.
Hope they help. Have some modern usable-everywhere-in everyone's -home-type things and
don't confine yourself to just J. sorts or Serizawa's desiggs....“essler's stinking colors
& desi gn sell bec. more harmonious with interiors. After all, they accessorise American
homes and are bought with typical US psychology, not folky craft-ists. Most don't understand
the real amt of work invols#ted in the folk art paper. We should have our advantage at

the level of color and design and knowing our market, since nothing is exclusiwe anymore.
DESIGN, COLOR AND APPROPRTATENESS, STYBING.....FOR EVERY ITEM. Ithink yu should read this
part of the letter onee more. If youare becoming Yapanized, you should come Wwack and I shoul
alternate with you from now on. Then there'd be enough stagger so that we'd both have good
ideas. Over here, you should go .o the display houses selling mateirads, they surehave fres
fresh ideas. “ince America has abundance of all things, we must have COLOR,DESIGN to sell!



2/ 1 went to Sylvan Cohen yesterday and was enchanted at their beautiful display. ince they dis-
play toselk to}displayq;§,rcap't_yqu<imag}ne, Lots come from J. but they arrange if so expertly.
Wish I could telf yod what we dould commercializey bub onlythat & smalk feather duster the size
‘of “our smalles%ift%éﬁh“,‘was}b . the; énd” of a rattan stiekol“ft. long, afranged like flowers, etc.
Thought I gonld find ‘souetiling & 0's'¢ll 2t retail ontrial for a wh§l latér import, but came away
with nothing. “Went to'rac:C'D‘Gds 5ame’ bldg,” saw our folding shdji Llamp. copied, black, with J
eléec parts, l.75 each, design Little giff, like' #2&8 thrown”togébher.; Better yell at your source.
I didn't sege the elec parts, jbut agsunéd it, For they also had ‘squatty Boxed oblong in our same
grey and brown, bosh-sama design, with-elec parts, like shoji yokoshige. on legs, balancing up
from a wooden board -about 5x7 or 8 wide, on/gf%?Sﬁithh on wire part way:;past the lamp. PCDG also
Had, some very nice plain gold/blk lacquer markb@j&IZﬁgiﬂQmei_taEse'é/g; coffee c/s; bowl part
of owanj desernt plate, all with gold wash on<inside or ‘top Side, with-olitside or bottom side blk,
I'cansee where.red not selling; &sﬁcﬁlls‘forﬁit,iS?iesg,'tben%theﬁto 2 of red is touchy question.
Only one thing F'm all’ fob, is thet SBaiki buy the older used stuff, if Me can gt it cheap. We shld
tell him item fér tém, top Price %o_go. Under no ¢ircumstande ‘shduld*he buy things that need fix-
ingy becs (labor here’ is ‘high' . Unless it's fixed theres ‘I£'ll gét worse condition before arriva.
They're getfing dn nicerprints For the children's challis-type kimorios so they sold out to hakufin
"hy don't yougolp ' 3-stars dand othérs who ddvertise fhét.pretty butterfly print? Everyone is an-
xious t0 do:a good job this yeary and .competition dis-fast, 50 designiis going tobe the factar.
Kamei and you are.all balled: upiso’why don't you-give them a‘®ansai address and phone number when
you go away? -“urely anyplacedn Yapan-is cleser than SF is, and yet/they can't get a hold of youl
I think;steak kni¥es had gone the way oft allp fleshs - Thv8yTve Hadit.® DON'T BUY NO INDIAN CARVED
STUFF- 14 -Seki Cutly told mé 2' Iié! ~They sold me :sets’ of thatstuff claiming they designed it,
v%én it was-originally Indian} I sacrificed them at'retail store atunder wholesale price & hal
deuced "time getting rid fo them and: they «don't evén euty hd what's the idea of them doing this
to us when we ‘werd such good Gustomers, .and why are-yda £ ooking withithem when t he mkt is DEAD,
DEAD on" the“carving:séts?2?2?Lay of ff, ‘lay off;fityi$3§6fsdp,_éﬁtlerxﬁis not omr forte, we don't
have enough in that.1iné to invade the nmarréw-margin’ Yow-profit, big®volume housewares mkt! Teak,
brass, ete on the” Indai’stuf{ meshs endless-polis hing,’ and it“is poison! Dom't fool with those
gyppers and “fast talkers. Btay away frem theicarving.séls; f& heaven's sake. The knives the
teen-age hoods carry @round ape chedp-and g&bé.gpﬁbrhﬁ&e,éné‘iﬁ the kitchen from school! I'm using
it, has pointed, curved end; serated edge, then comes intd thin razor-sharp edge, and in a nice
white Handle, and it is'great.! Wouldn't use my J. ofies agaimi on a bet. How I got it is a long
story. A

If Shizuoka has the inclination to do so, maybe we can get them to make a big box for us, with
drawers, like the woodre cker type, but without the cocks dec. on them, with black hardware or
hardware painted on them, for jewelry, keys, watches, etc tell them like Mah Jong boxes, but
without the front sliding panel that fits in slot and comes down front, but mke that hinged
and open outwards like the cheap lacq deals they make, but the insdie with drawers like the
mah jong tile boxes. Maybe not so many drawers. Or olike the woodpecker chest that stands on
table or hangs from wall, with four or six drawers. This is usable for buttons, pins, etc for
sewing center of home, near desk for clips, stamps, rubber bands, etc. Adaptable. Tone the
color of the wood finish down or keep same, substititte black hareware like design painted on at
the corners and at the pulls by paintings these on, and there you are . Small miniature Tansu,.
How about th:t? Also a Hime Kyoodai, which is a miniature kyoodai, or a mounted mirror on one
drawer base. Knocks down. Traditional. %Yon't gook up. We had one downstairs in store for
ear-rings try-on, sold it for 7.50, was used, faded. Finkie plaged with it as child, Good mirror
and larger, better. ~Jept stres have them full size, for dressing. ‘urn. sections. Retail $20?
Tilt of mirror adjustable with brass screws on both sides. Shizuoka can make. Keep the Shiz. typ:
gook off, Knock-down with two posts and mirror fitting barelyinside drawer wiil make only box
to ship. Make nice hardare for pull. Remember old one to be about 8xl11l% roughly by memory, when
given to me, was one box, all came out of it. Can be black lacq (kashu§ with brass knob, screws
to fasten tilt of mirror, like the standard J ones, no change. Design if nec. can be weeping

willow, scattered coins or Mon, or weeping cherry blossoms but dignified, dainty, not with heawy
hand. . ‘

About Mme. Kuwamura, acc to Jim, we've sent L/C! Oh woe! $180.,00 plus, down the drain. Tell ler
Nanri is cheaper on beaded bamb., net bag, that you demand the name and address or bo see the lette:
that came from the Jews in US asking to buy it. Tell her you'll do the selling to them, thua
benefitting her anyway! *“he'll enjoy the volume, will dea% vith only one outfit, TTCO, already
known to her. This is where J#§#f Far East Trade “ouncil comes in. We can offer to them. Ya
can ask all your sources if they get requests and if so, you will s 11 to them, so show their
letters of inquiry to you. Condifiential, and you will aek in their and customers behalf, to
negotiate business since yougo so often. If they want more business.
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3.

Henri: This is Marthe again. Tami thinks the hagoita is awful, and I agree it
is pretty sad too. Maybe your bad leg was bothering you at the time. Well,
I'm sure you could do something about it.

Saw some flower shaped candles in Better Homes and Gardens shopping column for
3 for $1.50 (retail), prepaid. I'll buy a copy and send you the picture.

(just got it and am enclosing above.,) ,
Just got Back from Kayo's. He said the sponsor of your team treated them to a dinner,
They wanted to wait until you got back but they couldn't leave it that long so they went
ahead and had it in Chinatown without you. Too bad.

Pongee Kimonos are selling quite well., As we predicted, the natural, red and blue are
best. The brown and charcoal are poorest. The price is good and the quality good.

No one has complained about the belt loop or the placement of the label, They
probably remove the label anyway and put on their own.

I think the men's robes and the ladies' kimono in noil will be very popular,
They make such good gifts. They say that in this recession, the soft goods,
clothing in particular was not as hard hit as large appliances and card.

If you see some nice white china pieces for the retail store in your various
wanderings, you might get them if unusual. That is, odd pieces to go with
white dishes. They may not have them ready made, though, I guess, If you
do see them a few pieces of each would be enough,

The pongee kimonos are supposed to come in next week., The ship was @elayed.
It was supposed to be in this week. The rest of the cotton aprons and the
raw silk jaclets with pockets are supposed to come in on the boat due the 10th.,

No samples from Ken Kato yet. Guess he's stalling so he won't have to send them at all.
As I recall, he's the one who is so tight about postage.

Regarding folk art cannisters, don't you think the folk art designs are a bit

too common now? They are nice, but not as unusual as they used to be. Now that
Otagiri is out with matches in the typical folk art patterns, they will be very
fommon, Luckily he hasn't used any of the patterns on our folk art boxes, but

if he did, it would ruin the boxes, unless you did it yourself purposely to match
the cigarette size boxes. Americans are great ones for matching sets of things.

The Otagiri matches are nicely packed in good quality white cardboard boxes per doz.
fire-place matches, lined insilver. That is, the cardboard is made with the silver
on one side, a thick version of the PBS-22 foil star paper, but thick like extra heavy
shirt board. The fireplage matches are folk art paper designs, but the box itself
is of white cardboard. No wood is used, for the boxg unlike the small matches I
described in a previous letter.

Correction: add
Re: my inventary on grass mats G-16 sent you yesterday, please &84 1030 doz

to the figure. I just found out that there was another 1080 dz. on the same boat.
This means we have quite a few left. When we get our next shipment of G-17, we
will have enough of those too. 100 gross expectgd in May,

If the earving set you speak of is like the one you had in the store, I think they
were ugly, and dangerous. The XLO sales are slow now, a Christmas item, perhaps.

Wie have enough for the present. Bamboo Higo shades are doing pretty well as you
can see from the sales. Better than Shaji lamps. The paper part is rather fragile,
but less apt to be torn than the paper on the shoji lamps. IREXHEEEI

The retail store is never very busy, but steady, I guess., The conventions always help.

Sorry that your purchases so criticized, but you asked for it, martha,



Flower ex »s cast enchanting
spell as centerpiece for bridal par-
ties or any occasion. Scented, they
are white and silver. Why not float
in a punch bowl? They don’t taste
or drip. Three, $1.50, ppd.

Joan Cook, Centerport 8, Long
Island, N.Y.
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