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POWDER-BLUE SURGEONFISH

Acanthurus leucosternon

This rare member of the surgeonfish family is found
throughout the tropical Indo-Pacific. Protected from pred-
ators by the sharp lancet near its tail, it grazes freely on
marine algae along the reef. The female Powder-blue
Surgeonfish can grow to 12 inches in length. This may
be twice the size of the male, and is unusual when com-
pared with other species, whose males are typically larger
than females.

Photo: George Grall / National Aquarium in Baltimore
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