SUGAR BEETS HAVE BEEN THE WAY
OUT FOR THOUSANDS OF JAPANESE EVACUERS
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¥ore than seven thoussnd Jeoponese from the west's Wnr
Relocstion Centers volunteered during the paet yesr to werk
in the sugrr beet fieldg of the netion, thereby nssisting
materislly in the production of »n essential weapon of war
e « o gquick energy food,

To a large percentage of these recruite the experience
wae & new one, Many of them were mere youngeters; some
were city bred Japenese vho hed come from fine homes on the
Pacific Const but had been forced into reception centers,
then relocation centers by the circumetences of war, Some
were women sand girls who responded to sgriculture's e=1l
"mon power® by joining the army of harvesters,

¥hile the mumber of recruits was sm=2l]l compered to the
neede of the indursty =nd compared slso with the potential
mumber thet might have responded, the beet growers vrho were
fortuncte enough to receive thelr quota of these workers
greatly sppreciate the help that wns given, s

Recruiting of Japanere lsaborers from reloeation centers
followed = plen approved by the War Relocation Autherity,
For every evacuee trking outside employment there wes a
epecific offer of employment from sn individual farmer,
Thie of fer specified housing accommodstions, the terms of
employment, nnd other details, The wage scale prevailing
in the region for this type of work to be done wes nlso
guerenteed under the regulntions.

Recrniting of evecuees was done largely by the suger
company, »nd =t its own expense, in behalf of the beet
grover ., . . =nd the job cost = war cheet of money . . .
end 2 lot of men power besides,

Best recruiting resulis were obtsined from the tempo-
rery receptions centers, before the removel of ewouees to
thelir nermenent relocotion brnses, =lthough meny were re-
eruited from the relocetion centers themselves,

The industry hed » wide variety of results from ite
recruiting efforts. PFrom the Eden csmp in Idshe, for
exsmple, nesrly two thousend Jepenese were recruiféd from
a totzl population of elght thousend, From Topesz, Utsh,
on the other hend, with sporoximately the seme populatiom,
bareiy ome-tenth that mumber were recrnited. From Tule-
1ske, in Northern Californiz, with fifteen thousend inha-
bitante, only eight hundred volunteered for outside farm
work, though this e-mp's own nsgricultural project utiliged
meny sdditionsl men snd boye, These differences are also
partly sccounted for by the fact that the Topaz and Tale-
leke csmpe had higher percentnges of evacuees without
previous sgricultursl experience,
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The Amnlgemnted Suger Compeny wne smong the very firet
to ask the Govermment's permission to recruit Jrpsmese evscuee
labor for the harvesting of agriculturzl crops., The first o
these recruits come out of the FPortlend reception center log
spring for work in Eastern Oregen,

Becouse of uncertsinty se to the attitude of communitie
townrd the evacuees snd the feor of unplesssnt incidents,
loeal snd state officiele were at first relusbant to suppert
the progrem., But as the need or help bee-me acute mnd the
attitude of the evrcuees and loesl communities beceme mutuslly
adjusted to the situstion, ncceptence of the Jepenese has
become genernl throughout Amal gomated territory.

The employing fermer has shown uniform coneideration for
the evacuee worker, as sttested by the voluntary praise for
“the bose" expressed by many 2 well-trusted Jropenese employee,
Amoet invassbly the conditions of employment were lived up
te by both parties te thecontrret, and short terme of service
were expended into ionger ones; sometimes into permanent jols,

Howard Imangeki, writing in Deily Tulean Digpatch, pude
1ished by the ew:cuees in the Tulelske e mp, soye:

¥The majority of the white fermers gre sstoniche
ingly good to the ev: cuee workers. I heove yet to

hesr sny serious complaints sgrinet them, They

don't seem to taoke ndvontage of the workers' plight . . .

They are friendly snd have 2 knack of lesrning the firet

nemes of thelr workers, lHost of them come to the

emp in the morning and pick up thelr boys »nd bring

them back in the evening, A lot of them lend thelr

own passenger ears to the Jep-nese crew hande to

transpart workere, Seversl be~utiful c-rs ere seen

perked slong the csmp rosd nightly . *

‘Many evmecuees who sccepted "trial contracts® of thirty
dnys, or more, lster sent for thelr f-milies te join them feor
the duridtion, or plan to return to the s-me communities with
their families next spring,

The job of thinnine, enltiveting, -nd hervesting the
lergest erop of suger beets in the nation's history hes not
been en easy one for either the grovwer or the processor,
Sometimes the job seemed =1lmost impoesidle, Some beets were
lost, though the percentage of lose, on the vhole, wes ex-
tremely smell. Heither wns the job sn ensy sne for the inex
perienced Jepsnese form worker, And not emough Jroprnese
volunteered to replsce the regular farm workers who have left
the farm for military service or to earn higher weges in
defense industries,

In 1943 the nation faces another shortnge of sugar . . .
s shortgge thet is likely %o become more criticsl than the
present one, So the beet sugsr industry mmet ngein stretch
ftgelf to produce = dumper crop ., . . bigger, we hope, then
the crop of 1942, To do thie we must get even more help tham
last year from the Government through draft deferment of faram
workers, copperation of studente, white-collar workers, women,
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and over-aged workers freom neighbering communitiee, Besides,
ve must have even more help from the Japenese evacuees than
he has given this year . . . much mere!

Hare i® an opportunity few every Jepenese, elien or
citigen, to show his loyalty to Amerien,

The challange is now 121d down to 211 sble-bodied Jap-
anese vho love to brenthe free air and enrn their own living,
The sugar beet industry has done more then =11 other private
agencies condined to provide work for evmcunees, opening to
thousande of them the door of opportunity to get ocut spd
look around for work of their own cheosing, ae well ae to
perforr patriotic service on the food-production front, Yeen-
while meny of these beet workers have secumlsted hundrede
of dollare 28 2 nest egy for the esrliest possible resumption
of educotionsl or industrisl activities on a nermal pre-wer
h.“o

Bat even more important then 211 this, work on the form
front is one of the best possidle ways for evecuees to re-
build goodwill with the Americen public which wre so unforte
nstely lost for them at Penrl Herbor, no matter how unjust
such 2 judgment may seem to countless loysl Americens of
Jeapenese nncestry, vho love our free institutione rnd our
democratic way of 1ife ne desrly as sny mnative citigen of
sny roce, 1t is more thon flsg-waving, more then economic
expediency which moves us to s«y thet enly through "all-
out" service on the preduction front ewm Jepsnese hope to
re-establish themgelves in pence and prosperity, in the full
confidence of the Ameriesn pubdlie, for the duration of the
war and for the more plemsant years to follow.
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