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MANZANAR , . . RELOCATION CENTER

By Robert L, Brown i 3
(Reprinted from Common Ground,
-'-‘. 19”.) .

- Mangamar is most startling to those vho spprosch it late
at night, After driving from Los Angeles for three hours scross
the silent wastee of the great Mojave desert, with only an
occasional car passing, and only one small town of les® thana
thousand population te bPreak the solitude of the sters, the
traveler rounds a emall hiil md is confronted suddenly with
the lights of a eity of 10,000 persons, sweeping upward over
a mile square toward the silhouetted wall of the Sierrs Crest,
14,000 feet high, ;

"So that's Menganar " he exclaims, "Wonder what's going
on there! How do you suppose they're taking 1t™

For Manganar in Owens Valley is ome of the War Relocation
Centers where 120,000 evacuees of Japanese descent are housed
for the duration, Under the lighte here, pretty well at peace
vith the wrkd, 10,000 of them are sound ssleep on Army type
eots in Ammy-type barracks, their stomachs full of good sude-
stantial food supplied through the Army quartermaster and
ecooked by their own cooks in 36 standerd Army kitchens, served
mese=hall style,

A few men are stiil awake: those on the night crew to
watch the water system, night jJanitore, firemen, snd the ine
ternal police~=nll Japanese Americeng--and there may bde a fow
eard or 'goh' gemes still going on in muffled tones, Some
younger men sre stil]l earnestly or heatedly deboting the le-
teet rumor or their present predicement, But these are a
mere handful, There has never been an enforced curfew within
the boundaries of Manganar, Ite people, like people ali over
the world, are normal, When 1t comes time to go to bed, they're
tired; they go to sleep,

And if, by chance, the Army gentry in one of the four

searchlight towers becomes playful and ewings his searchlight
down on 2 house g0 that it shines in 2 window and awakens one

of the sleepers, he gets angry} "I wigh those damn' sentries
would keep thelr lighte out of my window, You'd think we were
in a concentration camp "

LI

To get the over-all picture of the tremendous task of
tuilding and staffing Manganar snd all the other War Reloca-
tion Centers for evacueees from West Comst aress designated by
military smthority, imagine, if you will, any town of 10,000
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in America~-in Vermont, Michigmn, Alabema, Washington, Then
try to imagine someone hnndiu,m an order to go out and
build a duplicate town with an executive crew of 30 people
and e construction crew of 400, the whole thing to be done
in 90 days including water system, sewer system, snd build-
ings., To top that, the instructions read that 7 days after
work is started, the firset 1,000 inhabitants will move in.

Thus wes Manganar started,

Bighty-three volunteers avrived first, They came in’
three busloads, Included in the group were etenographers,
& woman doetor and a nurse, a male doctor, and 60 kitchen
workers, :

The doctors immediately set up an emergency hospital,
Kitchen crews piled into cases of food stacked in the
middle of the firet bloek, which then consisted of four
buildings without windows or doors, They srrived at 3 °
o'clock in' the afternoon, By §, everybody had been fed,
camp style, sitting on packing boxes and eating on peper
plates~-but fed, By 9, beds were ready, and Menganar cemp
1ife had begun,

At 10 o'clock, somebody thought there should be a
"house count" to see if everybody was present, The eount
turned up one missing, A second and more eareful ecount
was taken., Still one missing! BRveryone beesome conderned,
and Japsnese ae well as Ceuceasisne turned out to hunt the
miseing person, :

He was found in about fifteen minutes, A eaterpillasr
@1tch digger had cut a line ditch for the sewer pipe, anf
excevation about 6 feet deep and 15 inches wide, At night
and vithout 1ights, a eook, a 1ittle hefty about the waist
as some cooks get, had walked into the ditch and was wedged
tightly in the bottom,

Thie hes been Manganar's only case of a "missing
p-reon®, '

Two daye after the coming of the first 83 "ploneers”,
soproximately 1,000 "volunteers" arrived, Some csme by
automobile in a 140-car ceravan led by Army jeers: others
by special train, Within those two days California's
fastestegrowing city incressed from § buildings to nearly B0,

At Manganar, many of these "volunteers" could get work
for the first time for which they had been treined., In the
cities a Japanese Amrican Yoy who had been gradusted from
2 university with an engineer's ticket often found it next
to impossible to get 2 job in = Cancasian firm as an en-
gineer, Prejudice kept the doors of opportunity closed;
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many gave up the fight and teok on "apple polishing" jobs
in the fruitestand markete,

. But in Manganar there was immediate and urgent need
for highly trained personnel of all kinde, A eity of :
10,000 has ecountless tradesmen and eupply houses to keep
the vhedls of living moving, Work nowmally done by these
people had to be orgeniged and directed by the management,
There had to be police and fire protection; maintenance of
sewage disposal and weter supply; distribution of food;
garbege disposal; ground meintensnce; a ecommunication
syshem; a transportation system; a public heslth service
and a hospital, Cities of 10,000 have a eity eouncil,
and ghould, if they do not, have = planning commission;
‘they have churches and schools and newspapers; places of
entértainment and stores, Murthermore, sll these things
grow graduslly as the normal eity of 10,000 grows,

But at Yanganar they had to be created immedistely,
almoet overnight, by » menagement at first consisting of
12 men, lsater expanding to not more than 40 Cemeasiens,

So the Japonese Americans found plenty of epportunity
for work, *he first arrivils, especially, looked upon
themselves ne ploneers, Manganar had earlier beem a
pioneer community in the '60g, when Middle~festern fare
mers, after the overland trek to Califoraia, had setiled
on the rich land of Oeorge's Creek snd planted epple trege
there-<hence "MANZANAR®, from the Spanish "apple orchard ,
Byt the Oity of Loz Angeles, in its search for water,
bought out all the farmers of Menganar early in this cen-
tury sad by 1933 had turned the land ik to sagebrush, with
only the hardiest of the original apple trees surviving,
The first arrivals were guick to leern this background of
the land they were to c2ll home, and rapidly accepted the
pioneer challenge,

Two former newepaper men saw immedistely » need for a
elesring house of information between the adminietration
end the evacuees, They presented = plen to the msnsgement
and found themselves within the hour in charge of "Internsl
Information", which grew from an empty bsrrack and & bule
letin board to a etff of 53 information experts in 6 major
offices within two months, “he work these boys and their
staff 4id in the early stages of development was invaluable
to the management. When self-government was orgsniged snd
block lesders elected to a central couneil, the informstion
clerks moved into the larger scheme of mansgement as clerks
to the block representatives and were able to bring with
them intimate knowledge of administrative machinery and po-
liey which insured 2 smooth functioning of the block leaders'
duties from the very inception of the pragren,
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A young architeect was given the task of organizing what
might be termed the City Planning Commiesion, With a erew
of aselstants he began work immedistely at sm oversll lend-
geape plan for the Center, under the genersl supervision of

the Ceucasian chief engineer, Today thie plan ig well on
its way to realigstion.

Other engineers found themeelves running the water and
gewer system; young business men were put in charge of waree
houses and supply, A girl with en excellent record in State
Civil Service in personnel work took charge of sll personnd
mam records and within a short vhile had a staff of 20 clekks
who compiled records on all pesple in camp, Newspaper hopee
fuls, = Tew with mctual experience and others with high
school or some college newspaper experience mnd a great de-
gire to be professions] news=hswks, found their way to the
staff of the Maneanar Free Prees, a2 mimeographed sheet, and
first "neespeper" to de pudlished in any of the reloeation

. or evacuastion centers,

But these opmertunities for the ewcuses were not the
Utopla they first seemed; the other side of the story soon
bedame spparent with the arrival of more people, As in sny
eity of 10,000 there were more people qualified for certain
jobe than there were jobe, The early volunteers had, of
course, settled intd the so-cslled "best Jobe", * familiar
ery made the rounds, a ery heard in ofher ecities of 10,000
or cities of 2,000 or eities of 2,000,000, . . . .

"How 414 thet guy get that Jobt™
"Where do you get the pull to get on this crew?®

"Itye got 10 years' experience and he has only 2 years
ee=it's a gyo 1" :

And 2e in any other community, oédjustments were made,
By smd Yrge, Manganar residents hold jobs on ability just
ae, by and large, people in other eommunities hold jobs om
ability, Ae new work orportunities develop, there is a’
shifting of personnel, There are advancements on merit,
end some workers get dismigsed for mot doing the Job ae it
ghould be done,

In 211 the relocation centers, evacuees are provided
with room, board, snd hospitaligation, In Manganar fami-
1lies are together in partitioned barrscks, four apartments
to the building, Single men ané women heve sepsrate large
barracks. The Center is divided into 36 Bloeks of 15
tuildings each, Each block has its own kitchen and mees
hall and its own recrestion building, Showers, toileis,
end lsundry roome are located in separate buildings in the



e

center of each block, A 250<bed hospital is completely
equipped and staffed by Jepsnese Ameriecan doctors and mir-
ses, A children's villsge near it houses nearly 100 ore
phans, The Center has a community general store where
residents may purchase anything from sods pop to psfamas,’
end will very soon have community barber end beamty shope,
shoe repair shops, and other tradesman types of enterprises
necessary to 1life in any elty of 10,000,

Thoee employed on projects or work detdle within the
Center are given 2 monthly cash advance adéording to the
type of work done, Those who do not work receive no re-
muneration, Cash sdvance for workers is divided inte
three groups: for work rated as unskilled, $12 a month;
skilled, $16; snd professional, $19. Unekilled work ine
cludes general mafntensuce jobs, beginning typiste, care
penter's helpers, or cub reporters; skilied work includes
earpenters, truck drivers, stemogravhers, eooks, eleetri-
ciane; snd profestional classzification covers doctors,
registered nurses, editors, engineers, and those who qua-
1ify ae sub-hends of departments, .

Beside the general funetions of Center operation, re-
sidents are employed on 2n Ammy project in the completion
of cemouflege nets; in farming, with en anticipated 3,000
scres in production =t Mangansr by next yesr; and in en ex-
perimental progrem of growing guayule, the rubber producing
plant, With 2,000 children in school this fall, and 4,000
persons now employed--both men and womeneeand with an
2dditional 2,000 to be added to the payroll vhen new pro-
jects are developed, Mengzanar will be utilixing close to
100 per cent of ite employable manpower,

General opinion is that the Japenese Americans are
primerily sgriculturalists. Yet records show only about
40 per cent have a distinetly rural background, Conse-
quently Mangansr, with limited sgricultural possibilities
st the outset, 1s bdeing looked on moré and more as a po-
tential manufacturing center, Among other things, =&
elothing mamfacturing project to supply work clothes %o
21l evacuees is being established,

Life outside of working hours follows a pattera simi~
lar to that in sny other Americsn community. e Nigel,
second=generation Japanese Americens, continue to live
end set snd think as do sny Caucasian youngsters of like
sge groupe. Lepeclally is this true if they are kept busy.

1 am constantly smesed on entering offices where peo-
fle are at work drafting or filing, to hear strains of the
latest Benny Goodmen or Artie Shaw swing record hummed or
whigtled softly ae work goes on. Dances, held regurlarly

. to the str-ine of the lhtest popular records, bring out
the "jitter-bugs" =s do dances in the "Pelaces" and "Winter
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Gardens® s11 over America. On the Yourth of July the Center
a "Queen Contest" and elected the most vopular Miss, who
was erowned with as much gaiety as thousands of others
throughout the country.

And let none say the Nigel have no sense of humor, The
Center was divided into distriets slmost immedistely by in-
coming people, It has ite Beverly Hills, ite Hollywood, ite
Westwood, and ! suppose 1ts "South of the Slot", though thbs
haen't as yet sppesred in print, Apartments have 2ll manner
of faney names: "Sierra Maner" is quibe comuon; "Jerk
jernt" 1g perhaps the most modern snd dizamre. There ic the
*Town House", "Ambassador", and the “Beverly-¥ilshire",
nemed with fine irvony after three of the best hostelries in
Los Angeles, ‘he vhole camp chuckled st m item appearing
in the Free Press asking the women to stop using the laundry
tube for bathse-use the showers insteadeeas "it is haré on
the tu‘.'o g

For recreation, the top sport 1s basebell, Driving
around the Center in the evening, one gets the impression
thateverybody is playing baseball, Actually there sre over
150 tesme snd some 20 lesgues, Two full pages of each
issue of the Pree Press are devoted to baseball scoree and
briefs of the best games, Feeling that the paper was
getting overhanced in this direetion, I suggested to- the
editor that the staff play dowmn & n“l* on sports and try
to get more news of a general nature, howl went up inm-
mediately. The basebll scores were the-best and most highly
velued news items in the paper!

* & ® = =

Through s11 the standard pattern of 1ife at Manganar,
however, runs the river of doubte-the fear of the future,
By far the grest majority of the residente are elmple folk
who are unable to comprehend the full significance of the
eveeuation, They were moved becsuse it wae war and the
Army said to wmove, They know that if they had not moved
there would have been troudble between themselves end their
Canessisn nelghbors, They feel safe and protected, and for
this protection the vast mejority sre epenly grateful,

"But after the ware-yhat happens?” 1s the question in
every adult mind,

Mothere are worried about their dsughters' ability to
keep house and make a home for prospective husbande "after
we leave here", ag dsughters mow sre enjoyving a freedom
from hounsekeeping, cooking, snd dishwoshing that is usslly
only & wighful dresm of young brides,

Yathers shake thelr hesds and say that the lack of
competition, the governmentecreated jobs, will eause their
boys to become soft and laszy snd 111 fit them for the hard
work that wust come "when this is over',
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There to live and what to do afterward is a constant
tople, :

"We must seatter, spread ourselves thin over the country,"
csutions one elderly lesder, "We have lived too long in Lite-
tle Tokyos all over the country, Our Cmucasian neighbors do’
not ¥now ue, We trade smong ourselves, have our own friends,
snd live spart from the country we are now frantically try-
ing to cling to, No one knowe ue,"

"¥e have the poorest public relations program of any’
group in Ameriecsy with the possible exception of the Jews,"
saye thervonsidtexexerpiisnxeafrthwrsdews another young
Figel, gradmate of a Pacific Coast university, "It may be
too 1ate to do much sbout it, but after the war we should
orgenize a bangwup press and public relations program to
1ot the reet of Ameries reslly know whet we sre like,"

Another vut it this way: "You know what the trouble
here is?! Here at Mansanar we have security without a fu-
ture. One of the best traite of our people has been that
we have elways supported surselvese-have always made our
om way, Now the government pays our way, and we have se-
eurity in having our food snd lodging furnished, If the
war were to end tomorrow, what would we have! Mayhe vhat
we need is less security of the kind we're getting and
more chanee for a future, which we're not getting--yet."

There 1ies one of the dengers of the program, of
course, The danger of potermaliem, Ca11 it what you will,
it eennot bde denied that the very protection afforded the
120,000 evecuees in a time of war, in the manner in which
1% is being accomplished today, will isslate these veople
from the realities of everyday existence, And to compete
in everyman's world of the future will be difienlt if one
has not 1ived through the stress sad strain of the times
~=been conditioned to living, for example, in 1948 by
having lived through the years from 1942 to 194,

A gick man who has been in bed for a year has to
lesrn to walk 211 aver again, To accomplish thie he hae
helping handse<his murse, his family, his friends,

What the war will do to the thinking of the Anericem
publiec, to eondition ite help or non<help when 120,000
Japsnese Mmericans try to walk again, is the big question
mark of the progrem, 2

Porh:ps the angwer lies in keeping the patient on his
feot=eto let him walk enough esch day never to forget how,
This is an important part of the flederal government's pro-
gram in working toward self-sufficing snd self-governing
commnities for cwsuees, vhere there is useful work to doe=
work in the developmentof natursl resources vhich will keep
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gleills in good trim and provide opportunity for the
young to develop useful srts snd crafte,
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Pobert L. Brown, a native resident of Owens Velley,
é' now Public ®elations Pirestor at Manganar Beloeation
enter, 4

The West Const evacuation program was first in the
hands of the Wartime Cigil Control Administration of the
Army's Western Defence ommend, which established 18
temporary Asgembly Centers for citizens and non-citigens
of Japenese descent, From these the evacuees are moved
to Reloeation Centers, permanent for the duration, under
the eivilian control of the War Relocation Autherity,
headed by Dillon Myer, (Milton Bisemhower, who first
headed 1%, 18 now with the Yffice of War Information.)

The Reloeation Centers include Mangenar at Manganar,
Gelifornia, with sn approved capacity of 10,0003 Colorade
iver st Poston, Arigona, 20,000; Tule Leke at Newell,

Celifornis, 16,000; Gila at Sacaton, Arigons, 15,0008
Minidoka st Eden, Idsho, 10,0005 Heart Mountain at ody,
',u.i." 10.000; “h"’ at’ Ohi'r. Aft‘ﬂ."’ 10,000,
Jeromé st Jeromé, Arkensns, 10,000; Central Utsh at
Délta, Utsh, 10,6003 and frndds st Gremeds, Colorade,
g,000,

Movement of ewmees to four of these Keloestion -

Centers i¢ nearly complete as we go to press, and two
more are evpected to opem in mid-August,
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