THE SIGNIFICANCE»QF 'HOJI’
he

The Buddbist memorial service is known as 'bo;t “or-hoyo’ in t
Jabanese language and this service is held on the date of the passing-awa
of a person. On tbzs day we go to church or stay at home and clean the™
altar, offer flowers; candies, m@m,et(;” invite a minister to rectte tbe
sutra and deliver a sermon. This is a typical “hoyo’ which is bein
by the Buddbhists.

What is the significance of such a service?
—
Firstly, to recite the sutra is_to. listen” to the sacred words
Buddha which are the Mns ‘of His mercy. No matter hot
we strive to use-the" noile words in our attempt to
to approach the level of sacredness of the Buddbas _wor
our gratitude and praise the Buddha’s merits. . "
The congregation must listen ajkﬁttve!y to the sutra, gra
in them, and then try to practicethem. Thus, the spirit of th
therefore, the observance of “hoyo’ becomes an act of grét

Secondly, Wﬁ“"‘emember the deceased by observ g these service
to those persmis who have gone before us by laoldz  these services o the dates

Thirdly, and perhap
gratitude to the
teaching of th
is, in itself,

es who passed ourselves
determined to undesstand and foll

o

W he observe tb{; service, it is indicative of good health and fortun-
ate circu amily is congregated at su is united in the spirit
of the B o those who have passed on already. It i ct of great

merit to ¢

1t is 1 erve the ‘hoji’ for the members of the fa ily or for

those wh service on the “meinichi’ (Japanese term for the date

of death reas _; permissible }IO observe the service a few days prior

to the a reject the evil and to practice the good; this is the
. S { :

meaning

i
i
{

enth day., However, in usual prac-
fifth or forty-ninth day.

undreth day and one year. From the
e the actual second anniversary as the

tice it is reduced to

b) The memorial, re ith
following yéa us y Japanese wa
“third,” the actual sixth as the “seventh,” etc,

So after the first year, the anniversaries obs
ty-third, twenty-seventh, thirty-third, fiftietk
fifty years. Among Shinshu Buddbzsts, the tw,
third and the twenty-seventh.

ird, seventh, thirteenth, seventeenth, twen-
> hundredth. T hereafter, it is observed every
niversary is observed in place of the twenty-
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