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BRIEF HISTORY OF THE SLATTLE BUDDHIST CHURCH

* % sk k %k ok 3k *k Kk XK

As we welcome the formal opening of the Seattle Buddhist
Church and the Auditorium, let us for a few moments turn back

the pages of history as we review briefly the highlignts of

our church.

The Seattle Buddhist Church first saw light when a group
of young people met on November 15, 1901 and decided to form
a Buddhist orcanization, With the passing of years the mem-
bership increased and there arose a necessity for a church--a

spiritual and social center near the Japanese communl ty.

In 1908, seven years after the founding of the organiza-
tion, a $20,000 church came into being. The church was bullt
on 1020 Main Street. In celebration of this momentous occa-

sion a formal dedication ceremony took place with the entire

Japanese community participating.

In 1939, 40 years after the dedication of the old church,

the Yesler Housing Project condemned the building to make room

for its new homés on the church site,

The Hokubei Butokukai served as the temporary church
after the condemmation. On February 28, 1940, the church mem-
bers, realizing the necessity of building a new church, de-

cided unanimously to commence the preparation. After prepare-

tions were completed, a Construction Board was selected with

Architect  Pierce A, Horrocks, assisted by Associate Architect




Anky Arai and Contractor William Hughes to assist in the actual

building of the church.

A year passed., On March 26, 1941, the dream was realized
with the successful construction of the church, Seattle Budd-
hists were mighty proud of the new church for it c¢ost more
than $100,000 and was housed with the latest in modern equip-

ment, It is the best building of its Xind on the Pacifiec

Coast.

Then came the cornerstone ceremony and finally the much
awaited dedication ceremony which would mean the formal open-
ing of the Buddhist Church to the Japanese community. It was
October of 1941 that the young and old took part in the dedi-
cation ceremony with the children in festive procession lead-
ing the parade of Buddhists from the temporary church to the

modern ediface on 1l4th and Main Street.

Unfortunately, the second Vviorld Wlar broke out during the
finishing stages of the auditorium and temporarily halted the
completion, Most of the members who served on the committese
were interned and those who remained behind until the mass
evacuation were arduously on their respective assignment €To

finish the roofing and the flooring of the auditorium,

The entire church and the auditorium was occupied by the

U. S, Maritime Commission. The basement served as a store-

room for the belonginss of the evacuees until the occupation.

M e Rt BNRSG- ol ov i v



One of the first problems to be tackled by the returning

people was the problem of the old debt still unpaid since eva-
cuation. The actual work was started on June 2, 1947, and by
January, 1948 the entire debt was paid, thanks to the untiring
efforts of the community and the Japanese people who supported

the drive,

With this, we bring to a close +the brief history of the
Buddhi st Church dating from the beginning in 1901 and ending

with the gala dedication ceremony today, September 25 and 26,

1948.
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