


“Carved by the forces of nature in ages past, this unique Bay lies vast and vulnerable.”
—E.K.S.

Sumie painting by Florence Holmes for
Save San Francisco Bay Association
P.0O. Box 925, Berkeley, Calif. 94701
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WOMAN TODAY
| She’s AC

By ELAINE REED
Tribune Staff Writer

If Kimiko “Kimi”’ Fujii had
her way, more people would leave
their cars at home and ride the
bus. You see, “Kimi”’'is the new
president of the AC Transit Board
and the first woman in its 19-year
history to serve in that capacity.

Elected by fellow board mem-
bers, she is well qualified for the
post, having served as vice presi-
dent of the transit board for two
years.

“T’ve always been interested in
transportation,” said Miss Fujii
(she prefers Miss to Ms.) during
an interview at Fujii Florist, a 53
year-old family business in Hay-
ward. But her interest is height-
ened in view of the gas shortage
plus environmental issues.

She was appointed to the sev-
en-member board in April, 1971,
to fill out the unexpired term of
the late E. Guy Warren. And just
last November, she was elected
(she won by a wide margin) to a
four-year term. She represents
voters in Ward Five, which takes
in Hayward, Castro Valley, San
Lorenzo and a little strip of San
Leandro.

Miss Fujii has no doubt that
the public is more transit-oriented
these days, but she still thinks
there’s a need to get more people
riding buses. ‘‘Some people,”’ she

noted, “are in their middle 40’s

and don’t even know how to ride a
bus.”” And the best way to teach
them, she figures, is through a
vigorous marketing campaign.
“We have to send some of our
public relations employes out to
organizations, factories and
schools and just show people how
easy it is to use the bus.”

Miss Fujii figures the more
people who use the bus, the better
off the debt-riddled transit system
will be. ‘“There is a definite need
for more money,” she noted, ‘‘and
we don’t want to raise fares.
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Because, see, mass transit,
philosophically speaking, is for
people who don’t have any means
of transportation.”

As pres
ing board, which works closely
with the AC Transit District staff,
she wants to see all of the pro-
grams started last year continued.
She also wants to see bus lines
within the city studied more care-
fully so they can be more useful to
the public. She’s going to be
pushing for more shopper buses,
now in operation in Oakland and
Hayward, put into use during off-
peak hours. And she would like to
see the district purchase buses
with wide E!oors and aisles so they

could be of service to the handi-
capped. ‘It’s very important for
anyone who’s confined or with
limited mobility to be able to get
out and a part ef the main-
stream,” she emphasized.

Miss Fujii would like the pub-
lic to know that she is deeply
interested in people’s transit-re-
lated problems. ‘‘There’s nothing
worse than having city govern-
ment or any kind of government
where the people are not in-
volved,” 'she said. “I feel very
strongly about being available to
people. I've had people call me
here and I'm glad they do. It’s
surprising how people don’t know
where to go with a problem.”

Working on people-problems is
nothing new to Miss Fujii, who’s
been invelved in community prob-
lems in her home town of Hay-
ward since 1947.

In 1942, her Japanese-Ameri-
can family was sent to a reloca-
tion camp in Topaz, Utah. Miss
Fujii studied for a year at Brigh-
am Young University and then
transferred to the University of
Wisconsin, majoring in botany
and minoring in art history.
Friends had kept the family busi-
ness going during the war years
and after the war her family
returned and picked up the

nt of the policy-mak-
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Transit’s Big Wheel
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Kimiko ‘Kimi’ Fujii, who’s devoted a good part of her life to commu-
nity affairs, is in the driver’s seat as head of AC Transit Board

_ pieces.

Miss Fujii returned from col-
lege in 1947 and began working in
the family business as well as
working on housing problems in
Hayward. At that time, she re-
called, Japanese-Americans were
returning from the relocation
camps and having trouble finding
housing. People didn’t want to sell
or rent to them.

Working on people-problems
came naturally because, she said,
“my father was active in the
Japanese-American community
and I was brought up to think
about the welfare of people and
the community.”” Her experiences
during the war years helped to
reenforce her beliefs.
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Rita S. Vandenburgh
- Hayward, California 94542
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