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‘West Coast Asian-Pacific Isianders
- Student Founding Conference

On April 15-16 there will be a founding conference for a West Coast Asian and
Pacific Islander Students Association at San Francisco State University. Asian
organizations throughout the West Coast will be attending this conference to
strengthen the existing communications network, plan joint campaigns and activities
and to build and develop Asian and Pacific Islander student organizations. The
general goals of the conference are to formalize a West Coast body, develop
principles of unity and a structure, and to take up major issues like the Bakke
Decision. : .

Asian and Pacific Islander student organizations exist on almost every campus
on the West Coast. Why do we have these organizations? As Asians, we have faced
4 common oppression, shared similar experiences and have similar needs. Every-
where Asian and Pacifie Islander students are working together to defend Ethaic
Studies, Supporting community struggles and striving to meet our social, cultural,
political and educational needs on campus. The goals of the conference are to
bring these organizations together to develop the unity among Asian~Pacific
Islander students, to build our movement and to continue to fight against racism
and the oppression of Asian-Pacific Islander people. :

In February of this year, over 200 students from California, Hawaii and the East
Coast attended the West Coast Asian Student Conference at Pasadena City College. -

community and labor work, joint work with other Third World organizations, Etanic
Studies and formalizing into a Western Regional body. Many resolutions were passed
to sum-up these perspectives. The most important resolution Passed was the formation

e of a West Coast Asian and Pacific Islandz
Students Association.

The founding conference is the product
of a long term working unity that has
developed among Asian Student organiza-
tions. Many organizations have worked
together on community issues like
International Hotel, China and the con-
centration camps, and campus issues such
as Asian American Studies and the Bakke
Decision. The founding conference will
lay a path for Asian ‘and Pacific Islander
students to become a single unified force
fighting for the interests of Asian and
other oppressed pPeople and to strengthen
the unity among Asian and Pacific Islander
students. This founding conference will
be a significant advancement for Asian
and Pacific Islander students throughout
the West Coast.

The conference will include cultural presentations, speakers, skits and a dance.
In addition, there will be numerous workshops on the Bakke Decision, principles and
Structure of the West Coast body and practical workshops on outreach, resources,
Putting on educational programs, films, newsletters, and taking up the Bakke Decision.



WEST COAST ASTAN/PAZIFIC STUDENT ASSOCIATION
POUNDING CONFERENCE -~ SAN FRANCISCO STATE UNI1V.
APRIL 15 - 16, 1978

. STATEMENT OF FURPOSE

Lest Pebruary 18, a2 very important conference at Pasadena City Coilegc
bfought together over 250 atudents from 335 csupuses throughout the West Coast.
Directly flowing from this successful event, the West Coast Asian/Pscific auué.nt‘
network was formed to develop joint activities and commmications to bring
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Asian campus organizations closer together. As rescived by the Teb. 18 Confervnce,
rhe West Coast Asisn/Pacific Student Association is calling for its foundiag
conference on April 15-16!

The weekend conference offers a wide context tc meet vew people, deepea
{riendships and discuss mutual guestions and concerns. For the weekend, cultural
activities, a dance, and socilalizing will combine with workshop ‘discussicmn;.
educational medla sod prasentations to reflect and amplify our solidarity. Ia
this way, the conference hopes to generate ongoing collective discusailons and
activities among all Asian students. Thus, the three basic goals of the com=
ference are:

1) To build and strenghhea broad and damocratic Aslan student organizatiocns, v
in order to solidify the Asisn Student Movement #2s a whole. We want to devalop oux
undarstanding of the role of Aslan student organizations in serving the needs apd
promoting thc interests of Asian students - Including socisl, cultural, political
and aducational needs. We want to draw lessons and share practicel ldeas to L4
help Asian students get better crganized.

2) To formally establish the West Coast Asian/Pacific Students Associatiom.

Such & body can better coordinate meetings and aciivities and provide a forum
for sharing experiences snd providing mmtual support; and have a greater imgacf
on the 1ssues that affect Asian students. w,

3) To take up the Bakke campaign (spring offensive)} as an important paxt of

our work as Asian student orgauizdtiona. snd deepening our understandiang of the_

role we play in advancing the struggle.
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APRIL 15-16, 1978

SCHEDULE

SATURDAY, APRIL 15

8:30 a.m.

9:30 a.m.

.12:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m.

5:30 p.m.

9:00 p.m.

Registration

Moriking Program

1. Cultural Performance

2. Introduction/Welcome :

3. Keynote Address- History of the.Heat Coast Asian Student Network

4. INTRODUCTION to the Principles of Unity
Skit by Northern and Southera California Regionals

5. Slideshow presentation~ "Asdin Studente and the Bakke Decision”

6. Proposal from the Coordinating Committee fox WCAPSA spring campaigus
a. Anti-Bakke work
" b. Initiating an Asian American History Month

LUNCH

Afternoon Session
1. Solidarity statements
2, Yutroduction to werkshopes

3. Workshops Session I
Pringéples of Unity
Structure -

Name :
CC Canmpaign proposal

4, Sum-up of workshops

5. Presentacion of resolutions

: DINNER at XKonko-Kyo Buddhist Church

Evenéng Program
Cultural performance by Bamboo
Dance with Filinese

SUNDAY, APRIL 16

9:30-11:30 a.m. 1. Introduction
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2. Review of Resolutions and Voting Rules
3. Voting :

4, Conference sum-up and concluding statements
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11:30-12:30 p.m. BRUNCH

12:30-3:30 p.m. Afterncon Workshops
' 1. Taking up tﬁe Bakke Campaign among Asian/Pacific students
2. Medie resources/How to do a slideshow
3. How to put on programs ‘
4. Newsletters and other publicationsi

5. Ourreach and organizing
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:bbrkahop Session 1
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Constizution for the WCAPSA

8)
b)
c)
d)

’t

principles of unity A8
structure %
name

tampaign proposals

a) .Principles of Unity

Lust February 18th we strove to build the unity of Aslan student organizaticns
" avound varioua.questiona and issues such as : what is the character and purpose

of Asian student organizatisns? How can we build such organizations? How can jwe

take up community and labor support work? What is cur relacionship to Aslan Am&riban

Studiea?

fight the Bakke Cecisicn? At the end of the conference we summed up our idess
in the form of reselutions which were psssed by the general ssetembly.

continue

How can we work with other 7hird World students? What can we do to

to gulld the work of the network.

However, in formalizias the network into a APSA, the C.C. felt that the

resolutions were tov specific, cumberseme and time restfictive to expreas a genaral

bagia of

unity. Therefore, from these resolutions the C.C. derived :he‘folloving

five suggested principles of unity which would state the character and purpose of

cur organization and would be used to unite us and guide our future work. Poiats

for discussion are also listed after each principle.

Although éverj pavticipsting organization may not have these speeific principles,

tha C.C.
the APSA,

Proposad

l.

progoses that all organizations sgree with them as a basis for jolning

and simcerzely try te uphold them in their work.

Priaciples of Unity and points for discussion :

PROMOTE UNITY AMONG ALL ASIAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER STUDENTS THROUGH HEﬁTTHG
OUR SOCIAL. CULTURAL ,POLITITAL AND EDUCATIONAL NEEDS.

- veflects the broad character of Asian/Pacific studemt organizations
inzegrating different aspects of cur common interests and needs bassd
on our cormon expereicnes and histories

- by socially coming to undevstand each other (different nationalities,
native-bora/lumigrants, efc...} we begin to realize ocur culturai
similaricies and bonds and underxstaad the diffexent political iasuea
fac;ng our broader communities

- b&cause of our histery of oppression in this country, we have been lcaug

ied means to soclalize amongst ourselves, to learan of our own cultural
hani'ags, and to understand our past and ptesert history of strugzle
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page 2 comtinuation of Workshop Seesion I

(?rapc.:d ?ria~1p1es of Gnicy and points fov discuseion:)

.20 FIMIT AGATEST THE XACISM AND WATIONAL OPPRESSIOI FAUING ﬁslﬁﬂ AND PHBI?TC
: RBLA!DER PREOPLES ’

“ 5 auptﬁsaaa the objective sizusgion that our peoples ss oppressed msticnal
winozitice in this country must deal wich in all aspects o our iives,
in ¢he substendnrd and irrelevant education we geceive, in impoverished
comenities, exploitative jobg, and dcainl of our language, culture and
hintory

A

4 - the term ‘unational oppressicn’ tccoéuizes that Asisn and Pacific Islander
* peoplas hgwe been systematically oppressed in the historical- dewelopwent
of thin goclety, and deepeut our undcrttauding of tlclsn in Amevica -

. - amcouragus 58 £o become to cowcerned and sware of issves atfoctiug ue
on campus such as Nthaic Studies cutbacks, the Bakke Decision, snd
- brosder issues in the di!fatent Asian cOu-untciaa. uorkplacc -trugul&s. ete.

Je 30??023 Tﬂ*ib HD!LD. LABOR COHHBHI!Y, QUHEN. LHD ALL PROGR!SSIVB STRUCCLFES .

= pointn out that the struggles of Astla and Paelftclislnndcr peoplas ave nok
4soleted, but pert of the broader struggles affecting wovkers, women,
and oppreassed uetionalities.

~ a3}l Third Worid vuople im America share a commwn history of stvupple

_ and resiscence pgpoinst vatiomal oppression. The comtinuing struggle
car bs strengthered by the smutual support and solidaricy besween differans
oppresgac watiowsifcies

= the vast mzjority of Aszisod and Pacific Iaslanders are working people,
leboring in the fields and factories and menial iobs (usually the most
ezplodtative) aince our inceptiva in Amexica

~ the siregzlies of our paoples ave tha struggles of all laboring pcoplc
in Amarica, and we can only grow astronger with cux nutual support and
aliisnee wich the eneira.uotkins clasa ¥

- hofam and Pacifie Islandet paoplea must express resolute support for
our sisters in atrugple, and women of sll natiopalities, to plsy an’
active role in changing society and in ending wmale domination and chauviniam

&. FPROMOTE ﬂﬁbﬂlﬁ;&ﬁbik$‘0F>QSIAH‘QRD PAGIFIC ISLANDER CULTURES AND HISTORY.
~ to despon cur ows understandimg of our rich cultures snd hirtorise which
havs loung been dealed us, also fo educate people of all nstionalibies
of our culiures ond history. To promote a better undevsranding »f our
pecples axperiences and to share and kaowledge with 21l patfonalities
5. 301D ?RIEND%HIP BUTJEEN ALL ASIAN'AHD FACIFIC ISLANDER FPEOPLES. :

il - real frieadship is eosted 1a a nutnal g g oy gy St s B o gy
‘“‘%&?& sharing comwon ideas and experiences

« girang bonde of | xiendship can develop by building common perapectives
zfd atruggliag for gammon goals
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{Proposed Principles of Unity and points for discussion:)

(5} - to break the barriers of different nationalities and cultural differences
~to become a basis for friendship, through sollective sharing and joiat
action g

3 Structure

From discussions held both within the regionals and in the C.C., wembers of
the Westr Coast Asian student network genqraily felt that we shon1d keep the net-
work's present stfucture. yet more clearly dafine and specify the role and
function of each body. : :

ithe following structure is thus proposed:

I. membership : - : 1

membership i{s contingent upon each organization or individuals from
cawpuses without organizations agreeing:

1. have unity with principles of unityy

Z. actively uphold principles of unity to the extent of organization's abilities
3. consistently iry to attend reglonal meetings and general body conferences

I1. organization :
5 5% genefal vody

the geaeral body is the highest decision-making hody. It should meet

I twice per year at annual conferences to plan out sctivities and campaigns
fer the scheol year in the fall, and to suz-up the year's work and
meke summer plens in the spring. It would have the répresentation and &
perticipation of all members of the APSA (see #3 c.). Rach organization
or group of individuals on campuses which don't have organizations will
recelve one vote.

2. ragional bodies ;

regional bodizs, presently located in northern and southern Californias
‘though we hcpe ro form some in the Northwest and Hawaii) ,meet more
‘requently than the general body to takeup and discuss general conference
feclisions as well as regional activities and campaggns. For practical
and geographical reasons it is more feasible for organizations and

students to meer and participate on a regional letel. Tt slso enables
the body to take up local issues and concerns and more easily coordi-
nate comnunications. s

3. coordinating committee (C.C.)

i the C.C. 1s to be selected by each regional. Each regional may select

3 as many C€.C. representatives as it wishes, but only 4 will be given
voting status. '

. The responsibilities of the C.C. includes:
a. providing day to day leadership and direction to the APSA
: b. coordinate communications between regionals



Ley

¢. act as a liason body between the APSA and orher organizations

d. palan general body conferences ?

€. give leadership and oversee repionals :

L. actively seek input and advice from campuses in the APSA and act
a3 & grievances body to receive complzints and handle problems

namne

It was felt that the name "West Coast Asian and Pacific Islanders
Students Association” was too long and should instead be ahortenad
to "Asian/Pacifiec Students Associarion (aPsaY"

At the last conference it was raised that we should inciude the
term "Pacific Islander” or "Pacific” to encompass students of
Samoan, Hawallan, Microneslan and Figli Island descent since this
term is widely used in these communitizg,

In short, ve want tc have more discussion at the conference to have the
widest posaible participstion in choosing a name. - We want to choose

2 name which bast raflects the broad chararter of our body. Any

other suggestions?



gpcfdinatiggACommittee Proposal for a 1978 Spring APSA Canpaign

At the 12/11/77 conference, we resolved to form & network to take up
Bakke and other issues of importamce to Asian/Pacific people. Again at the
2118/78 conference, we reaffirmed our -oqni!ment to do anti-Bakke work, to
wourk with the the ABDC. We recognize the ﬁgkke Decision as a seriocus attack
agaipst our rights and against such tundanentat programs as special admission

and ethnic studies, which we fought hard to win in the 1960s.

Tn light of these resolutions, the C.C. proposes that we, tha APSA, take
up the Natlonal ASDC spring. offeasive, in particular : :
1. o mebilize and bulld for the May 13 West Coast Demonstration in

San Franclsce
fo have PrOgrans. .oﬁ/éiza campus during the week of strugple, May 6- 13,

e
Lo Dﬁigg/eﬁi the importance of Asian/Pacific students taking up

L

ant zkke work ” :
. Ptk B & "’(WW of o V—
s a means to oganize ground these two'podncs, the Q;C. pYoposes that APSA

innitizre an AsianRacific people’s History Moath. The Asian/Pacific History
eme for ou:’work'i bringing out the historical nature

gh our history show that the ides of ‘reveise

While we have suffered a history of such

attacks as Ehg/fikk: Pacision, we hawe always resisted und fought back. Through
thia 3ist6;§ month, we can bring out the
nke venent of resistance,

the C.C. redlizes that organizaticno within the APSA have a wide vanga

mportance of continuing and bullding

o abiiirics. rescurces and activities planned for the spring. Therefore we en-
~ourage each organization to participate ead show solidarity with chis campafgn

in 3ifrfarent ways - through haviag a movie or slide showing, putting on a progranm,
going on a £i#ld trip, havicg an Asian/Pacific cultural fitr, etec... In northern
“alifornia programs on the concentratiom campus (to build up for the Tule Lake
{lgrimage) can also be livked to this campaign. We feal that this campaign not

yaly will be an Influential force in helping to overtuxn the Bakke Decision, but

can also provide a focus and hkdp build each individual organization. £

A
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WORKSHOPS

The workshops are a large part of our sharing of ideas, questions and
experiences during our conference. Following are the topics for the workshop

discussions, which we hope you can look over and prepare any coIments or

questions you mey hava.

Suggestions before the conference for preparations

of the workshops sould also be greatly appreciated.

Topica:

- AP > P ——- e e

(Afrexnoon workshops)

Taking up the Bakke Campaign among AsianfPacific
students

Media resources/ How to do a slideshow
How to puf on programs
Newsletters aud other publications

Gutreach and organizing

-
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TAXING U2 TUE BAV.E DECISION AMONG ASIAN/PACIFIC STUDENTS WORKSHOPS

:

I. history of Asians and Pacific Iaslanders in America

A

oppression and rasistance - dispelling myth of “reverse discrimination"

B{ mass movements of the 1960s~ how we got special programs

TW Strikes on campuses - role of Asfan/Pacific students in fighting for
special admissions, Ethnic Studies, EOP, etc.... '

11. present slituation

A.

A.
B‘

e

E.

the Bakke Delcsion as a legal asaault on our gaoins of the 196Cs

egzampies : attacks on Asian Amerfcan Studies -~ cooptation
elimination of Asian specizl admissifon at Boalt Law School
attacks at Hastings and USF Law Schools
the Bakke Decision slready being implemented in other instances?

IIY. taking up anti-Bakke work among Asian students

reviaw Satufday woaning presentation

review ABDC pspring offensive plans

organizing on campus

establishing Bakke committees

inrercampus Bakke networks

prograns

How can we present the Bakke case in a creative way? Examples from some

campuses : skits, fundraising socizl activities, etc... programs, demonstratiocns,
movie showing, etc.... .

o:her ideas, experiences?

. PR
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MEDTA RESOURCES / HOW T0 DU A SLIDE SHOW WORKSHOP .

I. use of facilities and materials N :
*, &A. Joint work or cooporation with community media groups (JAM, Kearny St.
- Workshop, ¥ixuel Communications, etc....) ;
B. educational filme, booke (for a library)
s C. publicity/outreach - Asfan Americasn readion shows, TV :inc. skits
‘ €. leads (sources) , cheap goodn and developing

i ¢ & croaéing our own materials
A. art - graphics, silkscreeaing, murals, photography/photo displays,
newsletters, slideshops : :
3. printing - uincoi. dittos, offset

IXI. actual 1istings of resourcs centers
A. audio visual coumgaity groups - leads

Iv. qu@ stions
L. Eow can thase materials help brisg out the geals of our organizatious?
- ﬂow.can thay broaden gutreach?
.Please briag some examples of your work :
slide shows

list of resnuvces

"o



"ORGANIZINC A PROGRAM" WORKSHCP

Il

II.

geaeral discussicn on organizing a program

1.

ways to creatively bring out ideas
use of skits, slide shows, speeches, musie ete...

2." learuing the skills of writing and performing skits, speeches, slide shows, .
- etc... : .
3. being economical - resources in your ca-puﬁ
4. logistics_ : . AV |
getting a place; sound equipment, putting out publicity 5
Guestiona 1 ; .
L. Why is it important that everyone be united on the purpose and theme |
 of the program? : : :
2. How can people work collectively on a program? Division ofllabor/;haring
respousibiliciss . .
3. Why 12 1t important for a program to Se as diverse as possible and to be
" ecreative? A
4. In what wugps are "sutreach" and "publicity" crucial to the success of a
program? = ¥ .
3. Why 4s 1t important to sum up each program at the end, particularly ite

strengths and weaknesses?



z "“L”'"TL‘\ SJORKSHOP
{. Whot's a newslettar supposed to do? .

A. Communi~atlion and Education
1) expresses opinlon o7 Asian students/organizations on various issues
2y promote idaas among Asian and odther students on campus
33 exchange of 'deas between campuses and communities .

B. Outreach and Expressicn
1} advertise act.vities
2} gerting feadbank and response from students
3} ereative wricting publications

1Y, ¥hat form should newsletuaf take?

A. Conteut -~ written by meuwbars or students
1) editorials, opluiona, commentaries, reviews
2) articles of lnsues
1) ereative-~ pesmg, ehort stories, etc.
&) graphics and photoes
5) calendar of svents
6) recipes
7) gamas and puvazies

B. Faorm
1) xerox
4) mimecgraph
3) oifset
4) ditto

3} tabloid (priated)
71, Organizarion aad Production

A. Comulttee wizhin ASU
i} working collectively to write, decide upon and edit articles, =te.
2} discudeion withia ASU about articlas to get unified perspective and feedbasck
for improvenant : :
3)
B, Production.
1} setting schedules wich daadlinea, editing
2} layout process

17, Distribution
A. When to cowe oul
1) weekly
2) nonuthly/quartevly
3) must suit needs of crganization

B. Who ro distr:bute to
1) =varyoue!
3. On S3amIus <
b. cligserz
a her ”1genizan*ons

x - v ©®
; YER’- 4. coher Aglan stedent groups - network
Z

e. conmunity groups

v. Sp&ﬂ:i&l-«'{&%‘i&l\‘w -~ Funding, etc.
g s

®
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i. outreach ;e . .
questions for discussion on outreach sty f:lAthf,g‘ag‘
1. Why is outreach so important to strangthening ourhcampus ofganiratibns’ {
2. Hoew can What are some methods of outreach? 3 ) i p”'j‘ ! ;
2.. How can we set up periodic oxientntion‘mgettnga Qe pkograni ; Innxoﬁﬁce; f
aew students to vur organizations? s ok B il bl ‘
3. What kind of imnnitial outreach to studentz could we use to start up new i
campus organizations? _f R SR IRGy DLPAL TN é
a4} usze of creative amethods Siv %?’rﬁf‘. TN 3 1 §; ;;':;J?ET«;.!; ?
i. setting up tables/leaflecing AL g ":‘; . ;, |
ii. phona trces/mail suts :
i1y, Importance of follow-up : ’
b) how to relate %o broader communities, etc.... : q ¢ {5 ‘
¢} develop collective workstyles in outreach .

5
™A

1. division of labor/sharing responsibilities

organizin g

nuestions for diszussicn

1
A
]

- How can we appeal to a broad range of student interests and maintaingngubur

C“ovarall

gnals?

ldezs For sccial/cultural/political/educational events?

cormunity,

other progressiva forces

October 1 coumittees,

&~

What kied of

issues are important to take up {Asian Anexican Studies,
iabor, etc...37 Work with other Third WQfldtgrduuég'énd'
‘ex: Third werld Coalitions, cutbakk coélitions,3

3 o SEE

‘. '
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