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BUILD AN ASIAN
STUDENT MOVEMENT

{The followimg is tbe transcript of a
speech  presented im  the Sisdewt
Organizing section in the recent national
Asiaw Studies Cozference beld im San
Jose, California. 1t was presensed by a
student from Laney College in Oakland,
California. The sub-beads ave ours.—Ed.
lotr I ;

My presentation mu focus on the role
of Asian students and the importance of
building Asian student organizations at
this time.

You might w3k, “Why and what kind

" of Asian student organizations? lsn't this

a conference for Asian Srudies?”

" We must examine the aspects of these
questions very carefully. To do so, we
have divided tise presemiation into the
following parts.

1. The bicssoming of the student

" movement and the role  Asian
Americans played.

2. The establishment of Asizn Srudics
and ar snalysis of its contributions
and [imitations.

3. The need for building Asian student

' ocganizations, their nature amd their
purpose, and their rchnomhlp to
Asinn S,mdus.

4. The various areas of work and
methods of orgenizing studenmt
The growth of the American student

_ mowvemment can be atwributed to three

grest movemenis that had immense
Empact on our socviety, First, there was
the Civili Rights Movement, which
sparked a growing militancy among Biack
Amenicans. Black people, in fighting
aguing: racism :nd for their demoeratic

- sights, played sn exemplary snd vanguard

role in the stwruggle of sii Third World
(TW) people in the U.S. This movement
glse set into mogion a wave of student
activisin; students pleyed an important
mole in building support for the Black
mruggle among other sectors of the
popaintion, and were active organizess
and perticipants in the movement.

Anti-War Movement
~ Secondly, ihe anti-war movement
browght the siruggies of the American
peopic to & new fevel. Students played 2
feading role in the movement, exposing
US ruoperisliom Ln indochina, and
building massive 2nd widespread opposi-
soa o the war. in addition, Asians

L the Fovemens, we recn(m’td ther we
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had to relate the war concretely to
struggles of Asians in America. Thus, we
brought out the racist and genocidal
character of the war and drew paraliel
examples between the Vietnamese fight
for liberation abroad and our fight for
liberation at home.

Thirdly, srudent unrest and activism
hit the campuses across the nation. calling
atieniion to institutional racism, and the
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wrelevancy of the educstional system vo -

the lives and needs of the American

people. We began to see that these variows

issues were not isolated cases, but instead,
glaring refiections of the fundamental

. -problems facing all of society.

Self-Deverminsntion

Again, Asians were 3 significant force -
i the movement. Spurred on by the .

black 2nd anti-war movemeni, Asiang
soon recognized our own history of racial
oppression and the - contemporary
probiems facing Asian people. As our
consciousnesz and identity matured, we
began to relate to problems in our
communitics, on the campus, and in
general sociery. Asisns brought forth the
militant demand {or self-determinarion ~
i.e.,, our rights to maintain and build our
nauonal cultures, history, language, etc.,
and to determine our own destinies free
from racial oppression. To lead this
sweeping Asisn | movement, - many
campuses formed studemt organizations,

like the Asisn American Political Alliance

on the West Coast.

The Asian student movement ex
ploded and peaked during the TW serikes
of 1968-69. Asians, along with other TW
people, demanded the estsblishment of
an sutonomous TW cque that could
meet the needs of TW pcoplc in Americs.
After a long and hard fought serike, we
won this battle for Ethnic Studies, but
did mot gain complete autonomy from
the sdministration. in any event, the
militant strikes 2t BERKELEY and SF
STATE leu to the establishment of Asian
Studies (AS) across the country. o

The emergence of AS nationwide,

attracted the most progressive and active

Asian students. Srudent organizations
merged with AS and thds, AS became the
leading force in the ASian movemen:.
Since this tme, AS had played an

Cuwstrumentzl  role  in building  the

consciousness  of  Asians, unifving

. students, and i providing an intellecnss)

fscmg Asnans in the US,
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Besides its many contributions, AS '

also had its limiations in leading the
Asian movement. At nmes, school
sdministrations implemented AS in hopes
of pacifying and co-opting the siudent
Gissent. Also, as Jeff stated {previous
speaker], AS is dependent upon and
restricved by the educationsl instirution
sad is often limited to serving 2 purely
scsdemic fanction. As 2 result of these
factors, Asian Studies has 3 tendency to
wolste iteeif from the masses of students
and cesses to be part of the various
'sirnggies of Asian students, workers, and
- ComMuRItics.

Becauer of dnes limitations, it is
emential that Asian rebuild the broad
.student movement o organize Agians on
a ongoing and independent manner. We
ssust again intensfy and raise the struggie
for the nmeeds and rights of Asian in
. Now, let us talk abour these student
ovganizations. Do we see Asian Studies as
,8 negative force and want to replace them
‘with student organizations? No, we do
aot. WE continue to see the Asian Studies
m:m as an important force on the
nmpus. Asisn student organizations must
phy & complementary role to Asian
‘Srudies. lemg an independent force,
‘#udent oeganizations have more fiexi-
Bility in wking progresive public
positions, have greater abilities o
mobilize and informally reiate 1o students
fheirg outside the classroom), and can
purticipste and organize in 2 wider range
of issues Badically, we car place much
#more emphasis on more involvement and
Bupport Deing 'an sctive orgamnuom
‘mwoteed is practical activity.

Thus, we can see the complementary
relationship berween Asian Srudies and
Agian student organizetions. Esch play: 2
gpecific role and has its specific fupctions,
&t both cam interact and coopersterio
‘Pmild even greater unity within the Asian
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Now, let us turn to ducusing the
rature and 1ype of student organizations
that we want to build. We mentioned the
strength of the mass movement earlier. it
® in this context that we must view the
student organizatons. They must be part
of this movement, and take on 3 broad
form, uniting the many progressive Asians
on the campus. In this way, our idess can
reach the broadest sector of the student

popuisticn and be linked with their
interest and demands. This is cmmcly
esaentizl.

More concretely, we see the Asian
student population generclly categorized
into three msin types of groups: social,
cultarsl and political. The gaps between
these three types of orgsnizations may
scem insurmounmble, but they are not.
Az student organizers, we must bring
together these forees, and we can, for
among them is a strong common basis of

B

We must nndemu\d that Anans in1

America have experienced a common
hiszory of racial and national oppression.
This oppression has resulted in two
things: 1) it has divided Asians from cach
other, from other oppressed people, and
from the larger society and ithas stripped
us of our cultural, social and political
udentity.

In reaction to this rscial oppression,
then, we see that Asians necessarily built
unity in the three generai forms. These
material conditions. the oppression of
Asians, formulate our basis of unity. We
are all struggling against oppression, and
it is this struggle which must build our
strength  and  advanee  the Asian

movement, : ’

Now, some may ask, “How can we
build this student movement?” What
issues ean we organize seound o unify

our beothers and sisters?” N
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Presently, we see five main areas of -

work where Asians can concentrate their
scruggle: 1) campus, 2) community, 3)
workplace/labor, 4) unity with the
struggles of Asian countrics and
opposition to U.S. intervention, $)
women's struggies. It is vitally important
to sce these different struggics as part of
one general movement, that of winning
and protecting the rights of Asians in
America and advancing the gencral mass
movement. .

The main area of work, naturally, is on
the campus, We feel that students are best

shie 10 organize other students. This is -

because we share similar life styles and
dass  backgrounds, are - physically
concentrated and have consiamt contact
and interaction with cach cther, face
similar conditions and share common
problems in fighting for our education.

M;gv issues and problems face our:

ampum today. The gains we won during
the Third World Strike are being artacked
by the University. Budget cutbacks face
many Asian Studies programs. Financial
z2ids and Economic Opportunity Programs
are being eliminated or reduced, and the
right of child care fudmes is being
ignored.

Students mm unite to resist and

confront these cutbacks; they represent
the general
government to the needs of Third Worid
people. Only by organizing students can
we defend our rights to a decent
education.

insensitivity of our .

Asisn canmuamhannhnysphyed »

an  important role in rzising the
consciousness of Asians. Being the victms
of oppression by our society, umiversal
problems, such a3 immigration, redevelop-
ment, inadeguare jow cost housing and
medica! care, exploitation in garment
factories, government OEQ cutbacks have
dealt severe blows to various socia! service
ageneier. These cuts indicate 2 common
source o many ofthepmblmhcm

.
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Communities

As students, we should link up and
support all efforts to change the situation
"-in our communities. We can do this by 1)
building support committess on campus
which organize and help bring the issue to
other sectors of the population; 2) work
with the community on campaigns
sround housing (Intermatiens! Hotel),
redevelopment (C.A.N.E., the Committee
Against Nihonmachi Evicdon), budget
cors or other issues, and 3} fully
integrating ourseives with the commu-
nity, becoming an integral part of it, and
waorking and organizing on a day-to-dsy

in relating to the community,
however, we must sveid taking moralistc
o condescending sititudes towsrds our
work. Also, we must have no illusions

sbout merely serving the community — |

this couid lead to s dangevous missionary
atutude. We shouid take che aititude that
it 8 we who must learmn from the
experience, and that we must work with,
oy for, cur communities.

A chird ares of work is around
working class or labor issues. This area
rasy be quite vague to us, and some may
question, “Why or how do we relate to
these struggles?”

There src two separste aspects to this
question.  First, working peopie suffer
simiiar opptmn as students and in fact,
fure the mest extreme exploitation in our
swaety. Thue, they are the most advanced
end progressive sepment of sociery and
mmest necessarily be at the, vanguard of
say movement for fundamental change.
Thus, students mus: learn from working
people. They sre the makers of history.

Secondly, many students upon
graduation will become workers and
‘hhboring people. Therefore, we mus
begia now to see that our involvement in
the Asian movemen: must continue whea
e make this transition.

Becauge of thewe rwo aspeets, we must
“bepia to rsise consciousness of working
cizzs struggles: we should expose the
‘conditions in Chinatown (sweanshops and
reseaurants), snd of Pilipinos and Chicano
{nmworkers, of the strikign Chicano

thmszthcl-‘anhpum,mdmny
‘other imsues.
MW ;

Fourthly, we must extend the saity of

‘Asian Americans 1o Asians struggling -

throughout the world. Directly velated to
-¢his is our opposition o US intesvention
i xbe internad affaire of other countries,
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peopie’s fight for self-determination i
smilar 10 our stugygle at home. Their
wictory, and our role in support and
solidarity, serves as an example {or ait of
us here today.

This - international  soliderity is
important because many nations are
presendy fighring for their independence.
Cencretely, our support of nations rights
o seif-determination means that we (1)
demand an end to the bombing of

Cambodia, {2) support the movement for

national democracy in the Philippines and
stringently denounce the present state of
martial law, and (3) support the peaceful
reunification of Korea.

We cin raise these issues in many
ways. in the pase, film showings, cultural

and social presentations of the various’

countries, slide shows, and other
education forums hsve been very
successful. Most important, though, is the
need 0 reach brosd sectors with our
miessage. This is how chu:gc and xction

begings.

Women's Cryanizing
Women’s organizing work is one of the
most iMporiEnt areas that we must begin

. - - Nk 3 S
We stated before that the Vicinamese

to recognize. it is time ther we ail realize -

that for every movement to be successful
s reguirement is that the idens, the
creativity, the strength of our sisters be
present. Not merely on a physical sense.

Women should be treated as equais in
every semse. Women should be in’

positions of decision making, 1o take on

respongsibilicies, to develop fully, Women

held up half the sky.

The wvarious areas that { have just
discussed sre hopefnlly concrete enough.
We reslize that it is difficult to inciude
the wide spectrum of interest the
sudience tonight, We hope that the ideas
being discussed are not too far flung. We
bhope that when we go back to our
individual campuses, we begin to

wystematically  anslyze the marerial

conditions in owr areas or schools 1o
begin to organize student organizations.

In closing { would TIKR to say that we
have u life e ahnd‘p} us. Let us cast
no iusions. Let us dea! with the
problems of socicty 2t hand, the
expioitations, the oppresion, the human
misery in the most affluent society in the
world, Let us begin seeking solutions and
begin to pinpoint the soors of these

lems :

The task before ws is a long and
pmmmad one. Bsn I'm coafident that

i



MAY FOURTH COMMITTEE SPEECH :

Welcome to our May 4th Movemant Celebration! May 4th, 1919 marks the ‘be\agtnning
of the ;nspmtioml vouth mou;nt in China which hus given léadership te youth ali ‘
oper the world, We would like to begin our prograa with s brief descripiion of the
sy l&&h'novoment and its importance today.

The May Lth Hovement was an antl-imperialist amd an’g.i-feudnl. revolut ionaxy
movement, In the era of the !ﬁ.y 4th Hovement, China waes dominatad ‘w imperialiist
powers which had divifled Chinia among themselves, A%t the end of World War I the
victors-Great Britain, the US, France, Italy, and Jaran met in Paxis and decided o
further divide Chana for fhcir own gains, In particular, China‘s Shaatung Frovince
was given 4o Japan withour strong protest by the Chinese government, This particular
event sparked the begimnings of the Hay bth Movement. '

On May 4th,1919, three thousand students held a mass meeting amd demonstration
in Peking®s Tian Ah Hin 8qm to prart,ost this gross viclation of Chimn's mational wights,

| S;.:;un; ;no /l’;k;.ng, ’f‘.\;\c utudom.a fcmnd 8 mti;r::;: a:\:do;t’m;l;n.c l'b.n;;' students loft
the oanpnses and went thrwghowt thina, The Moy 4th Movement became Lhe first move-
un‘a in \..him ever o lirk up the struggles of siudants and irntellectunls with the
masses of Chiness pwople (the workers amd othex partiots) to form & hwoed united from:
against the foreisn domiration by the imperialists and the oppressive system of
2euinlism, The snemy was barzaged with the dsclayntions of the masses; “Return our
Teingtao®, *Protect our gountry‘’s soll”,“China bo’}.onga tp the Chinese®, "Self-detereriration™,
=(ppose power: pelitics™, and “Down #ith the tvaitors®, Boycotis, sit-ins, shubt-down:
and strikes spread throughout Chime calling for the immediste return of the Shanturg
Province to tw cmneie reople, -

Chdne wae & country wrached vith fmﬁ.al traditions, Another facua of the Moy
bih Hovement wes directed at the Confucian ethic (Le8. ™,..80vernign guidss subject,
father guidea zon, and husbend guides wife,” Q- presenting +he opprossion and axpleitation
of the masses of Chinese people as “natuzsl laws® which could not be changed ), The

movament called for the development of & mev cultural movemsnt using “he dny 45 Say
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languags of the people verses the old elite educational system, Further, the May 4th
Movement. called for the emnciﬁa.‘.ion of woceh} : \
= How can we learn from the May Ath Movement? Historicszlly the same inparialiat

forces which ravaged China and other Asian countries throughowt the 1800's and sexly
1900°s sxe directly resvonsible for Asians coming to the US, At thet tih the IB was
in 2 period of rising dapitaliss, Chinese were kidrapped and forced into this cowniry
as semi-slaves to fulfill the nesd for cheap labor, Slave vas & sersitive word
during thoge yearse---instesd we were called ‘coolles®, Coolie labor dug the mines,
When the mines were despleted, collie labor was ¢hanneled to wuild the reilrosds, t1i11
the fields and work the canneries, _ | o

Becaua.o ve were brought here only for ouxr lator, Chinese women were axeludsd
‘m &n n.tten;;t to prevemt our pwople from extablilshing ocuvselves in the US, At fizut,
Chiness were dispersed throughout the west to vhevever our labor waz needed, later with
the Depression of 1873 and the rise of the anti-Chirese movement, Chinese waere driven
mrt of their homes and forced into ethnic comsunities, This scvesent culminsted in the
1382 Chinese Exclusion Act,

later, other Asiane were brought to the US ic¢ replace ccellie laber, Japanese
and Pilipinos ‘suffercd aimilar oppression as the Chinese pefore them,. Today, other
peoples are being expleited for their labdor, ':‘h%a illusirates how the expioliation of -
Third World people i3 inherent in the US econoric system-capitalisa, »

The oppression of Thixd World poople continues, UWe &re denled our rights of .
adequate modioal cere, youth progrems, gquality educatiin; snd decent, low.cost
housing, Ve are still exploited as cheap labor, Third World cosmunities, such as
Chimatown, are blatant examples of the oppression Qif our people,

Whers there is oppréssion - there 1s resistanse, Since our arrival to this

esountry, Third World pecple have always struggied against our apy.?msion, Youn paoplu
have always played a key role in these struggles, Third World stulents on compuses
have united with the struggles being waged in other ssctors of scciety (community,
workplace ) and have supperted the struggles of oppressed people around the worid,
Young people in our communities began to taks up the struggles and the deabnes éf the
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community, and to link ‘up their work with the struggles of all oppressed people,

Together, campus and community; American born and foreign born, youth have struggled

glong with other workers, professionals, and community residents for our rights such

as low cost housing, adequate health care, and decent working corditions, Thus the

Asian youth movement has its roots within the Azian povement and the movement of all

Third World and working class people, to estruggle sgainst thelr oppression and unite

¢0 tvans forw socletly,

The Committee to Celebrate the May 4th Movement is made up of campus, coamnitﬁ,

amd working youth throughout the Bay Aves, He ars united aroupd three principles:

Lo
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Advence the apirit of the Msy kih Movement and promote the comaitment of

‘ .youth to transform aoeietya _

a) Oppose racise and meilome]) oppression
b) Combat feudalistic ideas
To unite Asian youth on the campuses and in the community

Unite with the struggles of the Third ¥orld ‘and working class people,

¥We thank everyone for joining us today in celebrating the 56th enniversary

of the May 4th Novemént,

$HANK YOU

¢ "{6‘-.



Comrades and Friends:

On behalf of I VWor Kuen, I would like to thank the Cormittee to Celebrate the
May Fourth Movement for inviting us to speak todey.

~In éommemorating China's May Fourth Movament, Chairman Mao stressed the need
A‘_for youth and students to 1ntegrate themselves with the/mnsses of vorxing people, %o

struggle to transform our outlook &nd aspirations to serve the in*erests of the masses

_and.thgir s?ruggleg te meke revolutionary chunges in sogiety. In our presentation
_we wnuld like to brlefly relate sgme of *H&at concepts to our situation in the US.

Alinn youtb have quays played 8 positive role 1n the progressive and revolution-

ary movement is shovn by our participatiun in the anti-war movenent, the strugzles
for Ethnic Snudies, the I-Hotel campsign, young people heve often been the first to
_recognise the need to change society and te become actively involived, Through these
;gruggles, too, we found that the root ofiihe many ﬁroblemﬁiid ﬁﬁr roiety, rnngivgww
ufrdm unemploymeni te the exploitation of Chiteée garment workers to lack gf relevamﬁr
4§ducation, 1ie in-the inherent exﬁloitative snd unjust nature‘of the systémvﬁf {mper-
fﬁlian. Frcm here, nany of us committed our&elves-td making fundamental changes in
society, snd to building a new socialiet system based on the leadership of the work-
ing class.
What were the tasks of young people, and how best could ve confribute to trang-
forning society? This was the éuestion on our minds,
§ Many yourg students who had bepun to study Mao Tsetung Thought, correctly viewed
the main task to be one of fully integrating and uniting with the masses of vorking
‘people. .As & result,ivide sectors of youth left the carpusend moved to the commuri.
ties to live, work and struggle side-by-side with _the masses of working people,
This is how we put to practice the concept of uniting with the working class, end
‘struggling with our old petty-bourgecis background and position. Only In this way
could we effectively Serve the People, Integrating with the masses meant learning
from the experiencgs and weslth of knowledge that the musses hed eccumulated through-

out history. It meant strugpling to understend the background end interests of ths

masses, and to respect and work with them collectively. It was through this process

e




that ve realized that it was we, the so-called eduxated intellectuals, who were ig-

-.norant, of aocial conditiéns, and that the masses of people were the knowledgable ones,
.. Another thing that 1nte¢rating and uniting with the masses meant was to rely on the

- .gtrength and unity of the masses as the besis leading factor in changing the commun.

N

ity. We felt strongly about having feith in the masses in . iy . grasping

_..revolutionary and progressive ideas and actions, and the ability of the masses to .

\ unite end organize themselves Lo change the conditions in

the community. This concept has been proven true as examplified by the aciive pro-

' China movement developed by the masses in Chinatown, the formation of community or-

Z gpniza@iona like the Cpinesg Proggassi#e Association and the Committee againét Nihon-

machi Fviction, and the many succesafnl community strugples waged over the past years,

e e e S » s Wl

Uniting and integrating with the masses cof working people alsc meant a sharp

ltruggle with our own old class 1deas, background and sgpirations. We had to set out
to re-mould our vorld outlook to vork in the interests et the working class.

Specifiaally, we had to combax the tendency that saw students, with skills and tulents

ncquired at the Universities, as somehov moreadvancea and above the 1eve1 of the mas-

ses, and that students and professionalu were the leading force in changinp the com-

munity. Another attitude that we had to struggle with was individualism and seif-

ilhness. Integrating and uniting vith the masgses . _ .~ meant that ve had to

- "

nnke sacrifices, to give up . our privileges and comforts, and to think more

of the ccllective needs and interests of the messes cf working people,
These changes, 4nd many others, reflected the neceésity for young people to con-

ifantly‘struagle to change ourselvcs,—our petty-ﬁourgﬂeis outlock and sttitudes, in

~

‘the proceéi of burticipating in changing sociaty,

We feel that the vorking class is the leading revolutionary class in society,

¢ , v

' aand encourage young peocple to_Join the working class and become involved in their

struggles., This, too, is part of putting the concept of inteprsting with the masses

into practice. Over the past few months, labor ilssues like the Jung Szl garment worke-

'crtystrike and the Mandarian Restaurant wvorkers issues has demonstrated the integral




role thAt the atrugglea of Chinese wcrkers play in the fipht aeainat raciam and the
| oppresaion of mhird World people, and the exploitation of the entire working class,
. key aspects in the revolutionary movenment , Young people have been very active in
»supporti;g the struggles of working people and have helped us combat the tendancy
to view vorking people a8 “menial; eubservientlabor", andkto recognize that it 1ie
.the lahor of wc*king people that cre-xes all of the wealth of society.

Al - . o——

'.;' The process of Joininp the vorking class is not En easy or simple one, and in-
: folves a constunt and thorough struggle within ourselves. From our experiences, two %
5enera1 »res have come up uhen youth have attempted to organize at the workp¢ace.

The first cne is for young people to.adopt an idealistic , romantic view of the worke
4ng class. They Join the vorking class bursting withenthusimsm, and expect to organ-
ize their fellow workers quickly and Jump into a strike or big struggle with the bosses,
And althougﬁ there is much ectivity and exchange of ideas at the wvorkplace, they do

not conform to the idealist conception éf the’young.people. Unable to struggle agzainst
this 1deali§m,'it'a ver& easy for young people to become demoralized, impatient, and
they often drop out of workplace organizing completely,

~'" Another tendecny is one of be;ng scmevhet hesitant or skeptical about integrat-

ing with the working class. Coming ffom petty-bourgeois, middle class backgrounds,

some youth are not sure if they can ;truggle against their old ideas and desires,

end vaciblate on their vwillingness or ability to integrate with the masses, to become
part of the vorking ciass.

Some principles we must follow when inteerating with the working class are

g 7 ¥ develop an objective understanding of the role of the working claés, and the
ettitudes and interests of your fellow<vorkers, 2) develop a patient, protracted
atttitude towards. your work, viewing organizing as & lonp term process, 3) learn
from the masses of people, and also study and apply the lessons of Merxism-leninism
Mao Tsetung Thought, and L) carry on consistent struggle to change our outlook and
transform our petty-bourpeois tendencies, Ve are confident’that the overwhelming
majority of youth who inteprete with the massesAwill carry on this strugile to change

peStotiee. 4 ~lanpee oneaelf, ard prdg slyong contritutiong e 43e Brocpoy side sond
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A understnnding and commitment,

~ %he progressive movement, and some lesssns thdt we can apply to our situstion. 1In

Most of us here today express esctive concern to barticipate in changing amd in-
proving society, but not all of us have made a comnitment to revolution or to building
a socialist society., Many of us are just becoming invol&ed and are gtill formulating
our ideas ‘nd analysis 6r US imperialism, and deciding how we can participate :
and contribute to the process of social chanpge. This is a pood thing, and reflects
the fact that each person must gather experiences and undergo personsl struggle with

ond's ideas and questions, and that everyone goes through a process of developing our

_ For all of us though, I hope the talk has given us some direction for youth in
?bg final analysis, the struggle betyeen the dourgeois end working class outlook,
the choice we make as to vhether or not to integrate with the masses end become
.1nvolved in the mass struggles will determine the extent and menner of our contribu-

tions to the movement, 2

Dare To Struggle - Dare to Win,

Long Live the Spirit of the May Fourth Movement -

\




Sum up Statement:

Today we have lesrned much about the May &th HMovement in China and have tried |
to discuss how it applies to our own work, What are the lessons we can learn from
the 5/‘& Movement? How can we use these lessons in our future wor!}c?

Form the 5/i Movemsnt, we have learned how imperialist forc\;es, together with
the feudal forces of 0ld China, maintained an oppredsiveosdoisty wherd the masses of
people suffered untold hardship and exploitation at tha hands of a few, Ue have
lsarned how those same imperislist forces played the dominant role in the. coming of
Asians to the United Stated and in creating the conditions of recise, national
oppreuioh,a and .exploitation which exist for Third \lox"ld and working people today in
_this country, As in Chins in the 1900's, there is the urgent tssk of transforming
scclety into a scciety free from exploitation and metionmal oppression in the U today.

We have also iearned that youth can play leading roles in the struggle to
transform society, As young people, we are mobile, open to new ideas, and are often
the first to question and criticisze the injustices and inequalities that exist in
sesiety, In the 5/4 Movement, youth stood up defiantly to prevent further domimation
ef China by foreign powers, The banner of *Down with the Confuclan Shop® flew brightly
in challenge of ihe 2,000 year old conceptz of ascholars above lnborcrﬁ{ s@d man above
wonen, puahing the struggle for democracy forward in China,

The most important lesson we can learn from.the s fiy Movement is that youth alone
sannot ochange soclely, Ve must link up with other Third Yorld people, the working
~ alass, and all‘progrcfaivo people to build & broed united front in our strusgls
against imperialisa, .

How can e use these lessons in our fulure work, and bulld the Asian youth
movenent in the US?

Pirst of 311', Asian youth - should becone actlvé:;': w ti;e CORPUBEB
in the communities, and at the workplaces,

Batiomal oppressin, the opprezaion of women, and the exploitation of working
péople permeates every aspect of onpiuilut aoclsty, To be only aware of ths pmhiou s

and ills of our society is not encugh, for things do not change by themselves, The



oppression which we face will be ellminated only throuzh constant struggle, {‘

In recent years, Asina youth, +hrough active struggle, have fwcomplished
® great deal, Asians and other ;!'hirk ¥orld people have forced the educational
gystem to create prograns such as Ethnic Stwdies ard the Equal Opprortunity Prosgram.

On our campuses, Asian Student organisetions were formed to siand up for the
~ xights of Asian studenta, In our communities we have organized siurggles around low
cost housing, police repression, and haecalth cars, The forﬁtion of organizations
such as the Chinese Progressive Association, I ¥Wor Yuen, the Committee Ageinst
¥igonmschi Evection, In Struggle, the J-Town Collactive, the Union of Democratie
Pi11pinos (KDP), snd many others domostrates the continuing unity and comuitment of
kaﬁn people to strusgle Por-equality and justice, We have 2lso helped ts expose the
role of imperialism in dther Thixd World countries, such zs Vietnas, cambodie, and the
Philippines, through organizations like the Bay Avea Asian Coalitlon Agalinst the ¥ar
and movements like the Tiao Yu Tai Moverment, And ve were first to raise the five star

¥lag of the Pecple's Repu'blic of China in Chanatown, ard to educaie people about the

nature of socialist China through the celebration of October Fiest, Chinz's National
ey,

Today many social sexvice rrograns which we heve won through our cwn initistive.
and ltrugélo are being threatened by the Unita:_i States Govarmnment, In facing these
outtacks, we must remember that 14 is the messses of people who will struggle for our
righte~ we must not rely on =axpexts” to figiht for us,

Historically, the Asnn youth movement has been united avound opposing
mationa) oppression, Our growing urderatammg of vacise and oppreasion will hecp us
41 linking up with the struggles of ail opprmss«i peoples, and tuilding & broad
united front td carry on our common strugiis. |

¥ith our understanding deepening, we should reaffirs oux' commitment to dhangs
society, and to encouxage others to be active, Recently, various suefan Student
Unions and othdr Asian Student orgenisetions orgenised a pilgrimge to Tule lake,
one of the comcentration camps which during World Wax IT imprisened 2 tolal of

110, 0C0O poople of Ja.pa.mu nnceatry for four years, Over 250 peopls including students,
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uorksre'. and community pecple, want on the pilgrimage, A call was issued to "Build +
the Asian Student Movement as an integral part of the Asian Movemeni™, This pllgrisege
reflacts the growint unity of Asian students and is a glant step foward for the entire
progressive and revolutionary movement in this country,

Let us increase communioations and build greater unity a.mng.g_g,_m&

formes mseking to build the Asian movoment, We must comsit oursslves to elimi-

nating this decaying, oprressive economic and politloal gysten of i:ugpi'ullau

and truly change socisty,
Ir clesing, the Committee to Celewate the May Pourth Hovement would
1ike to say thats .
For those of us who are not yet active, “Let us Bacome Active!™ For those

of us who have been active, no matter how long, “Let us sum up our Frsciice,

Analyse our Successes and Fallures, Study ard Maxch Porwerdl® For these of

us who feel that only our present individus!l projects are important, “Let us learm ™

from Past Struggles,” like the May Fourth Movement ami "Unite for Feture Victorlesi®
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