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Introduction

This pamphlet is made up of articles on the struggle against the
Bakke decision that have appreared recently in The Call, newspaper
of the Communist Party (Marxist-Leninist.)

Far more than an idividual racist decision of the California
Supreme Court, Bakke is in fact an all-out attack on the rights of the
masses, minorities, and women in particular. It is part and parcel of
the workings of the whole capitalist system, which especially in this
period of economic crises is launching an all out offensive against the
working class. It is no surprise that thousands of students and young
people, especially from the minority nationalities, have already risen
up in mass actions to denounce this attack.

We hope this pamphlet will be a useful tool in studying the history
of national oppression that lies behind Bakke, educating others
about the case, and building the struggle more broadly and
powerfully.




Smash the Bakke decision!

September 26, 1977

At the request of President Carter, the Justice
Department last week released its opinion on the
racist Bakke decision currently being reviewed by
the U.S. Supreme Court. Under pressure from
minority communities, the position gives half-
hearted support to “affirmative action,” and then
contradicts itself by condemning “quota systems.”

The Bakke decision, which raises the phony
issue of “reverse discrimination,” is being used to
legitimize the elimination of hundreds of college
affirmative action programs for minorities. If the
high court upholds Bakke, it will be the go-ahead
for even further attacks on the right of minorities
to a college education.

The case stems from a law suit filed by a white
student, Allan Bakke, charging that he was the vic-
tim of “reverse discrimination” because a Califor-
nia medical school refused to admit him. The
school maintained an affirmative action program
which guaranteed a mere 16 slots out of 100 to
minority students.

The affirmative action programs now under fire
were won only through militant struggles during
the student and civil rights battles of the 1960s.
They represented one important way that minori-
ties, victimized by centuries of discrimination and
national oppression, could overcome some of this
racist legacy.

All the hue and cry about “reverse discrimina-
tion” is designed to cover up the continuing nation-
al oppression of minorities that is getting worse
under this system. The latest unemployment fig-
ures for Blacks alone—40.5% for Black youth and
14.59% for all Blacks—show the continuing need
for special programs like affirmative action to
alleviate some of the discrimination faced by
Blacks, Chicanos, Native Americans and other
minorities.

“Reverse discrimination” is also the rallying cry
that the capitalists would like to use to split whites
and minorities. They say that if it wasn’t for
affirmative action, there would be plenty of college
slots for white students.

The fact is that no one—white or minority—is
guaranteed either a place in college or a decent
education. Medical schools, for instance, accept
only a small percentage of all applicants and have
faced drastic cutbacks in the last few years.

The supporters of Bakke hope that by shouting
“reverse discrimination,” they can get young peo-
ple to blame each other rather than the system for
the bleak future that confronts them.

But thousands havealready rejected this scheme.
“Smash the Bakke decision!” has become the
rallying cry of a new wave of campus protest, led
by Chicano and other minority students and
uniting all nationalities. On Oct. 15, nationwide
demonstrations will raise this demand again. This
is a good time to unite many more people in the
struggle for equality in education.

STUDENT rally demands minority admissions in Boston.
(Young Communist photo)




weeks show that this latest at-
tack on working class and minor-
ity rights in the form of the
Bakke case has struck a nerve
among the masses. Large num-
bers of whites as well as minori-
ties took part in protests in doz-

ens of cities. These protests show
the possibilities for a new up-
surge in the movement for civil
rights and growing class unity in
the common struggle against ra-
cial discrimination.

5,000 march to overturn Bakke

October 24, 1977

The movement to overturn
the Bakke decision continued
to gain momentum last week as
the case was finally heard by
the U.S. Supreme Court. The
large crowd which gathered
outside the court during the
day of legal arguments Oct. 12
was one sign that this case has
become a symbol of the strug-
gle for equality being waged by
minorities and women.

Across the country, close to
5,000 people demonstrated
Oct. 15, following protests a
week earlier when another
10,000 demanded “Overturn
Bakke!”

The latest rallies were orga-
nized by the Anti-Bakke De-
cision Coalition (ABDC).

The demonstrations coincid-
ed with Supreme Court deli-
berations over whether Allan
Bakke, a white engineer, was
denied admission to the Uni-
versity of California (Davis)
medical school because of his
race.

Bakke’s lawyers argue that
less qualified minority appli-
cants were granted admission
in his place. The California
Supreme Court decided in

Bakke’s favor last year, ruling
that his denial constituted “re-
verse discrimination” and was
unconstitutional.

“People recognized imme-
diately that this was not a case to
be left only in the hands of
lawyers,” said Aimée Bell,
spokeswoman for the ABDC, at
a rally in Atlanta. “Many wom-
en, community groups and work-
ers of all nationalities have
joined together to demand that
affirmative action be expanded,
not eliminated.”

She spoke to 100 people who
picketed before the State Capitol
in Atlanta as part of the nation-
wide protest. The rallies, which
were also held in Boston, San
Francisco and New York, drew
large numbers of minority stu-
dents and women who are deter-
mined that the system will not
take away the gainsin equal edu-
cation won through years of hard
struggle.

Among the 2,000 who demon-
strated in San Francisco were
many Chicanos, Asian-Ameri-
cans and Afro-Americans, as
well as whites. Shouts of “Abajo
con Bakke!” roared throughout
the two-mile trek from the large-

ly Latino Mission District to a
rally at the Federal Building.
MEChA, a Chicano student
organization, was a major or-
ganizer of the California protest
which was endorsed altogether
by more than 180 organizations.
The Supreme Court may take
as long as six months to rule on
the Bakke case and, even then, it

may decide to send the case back
to the California court due to
“lack of evidence.”

“The only way we’re going to
fight Bakke and national oppres-
sion,” a Jamaican woman told
500 demonstrators in Boston, “is
by taking it to the people in the
streets.”

Bakke: Legacy of
national oppression

October 24, 1977

The past few weeks of mass demonstrations against the Bakke
decision have focused attention on the growing wave of attacks on all
the basic gains of the civil rights movement of the 1960s.

In the midst of the current worsening economic crisis, whatever
small advances that women and minorities have won through their
own difficult struggle are being taken back. The big capitalists are
trying to protect their profits at the expense of the working people,
while using this new wave of chauvinism to keep working people—
Black and white, men and women—at each other’s throats.

The Bakke case is a clear
example. The fact that U.S. im-
perialism is unable to provide a
decent education for its youth is
underscored by the competition
it encourages among the dif-
ferent nationalities for the few
available seats in its medical
schools. This practice continues
despite the growing need for
more doctors and better health
care in society as a whole, es-
pecially in the minority commu-
nities.

Closely related to the Bakke
decision is the growing wave of
racist attacks, especially the anti-
busing segregationist movement,
and the increasing growth and

influence of the Ku Klux Klan
and other neo-fascist organiza-
tions. This wave of reaction is
being dragged up by the capital-
ists in the face of a new upsurge
in the workers’ strike movement
to split and destroy this move-
ment.

Finally, in the midst of this
sixth major post-war recession,
Black unemployment, especially
among the youth, has risen to
astronomical heights. Unem-
ployment among Chicano, Puer-
to Rican, Asian-American and
Native American minorities is
similarly high.

In short, the decision of the
California Supreme Court in




support of the racist doctrine of
“reverse discrimination” is but
one part of a whole counter-
offensive against the rights of
minorities and women.

But it would be wrong to look
at Bakke in isolation from its
history. In fact, this is just what
the judges of the ruling class are
trying to do in declaring that
affirmative action programs for
minorities in college admissions
constitute “reverse racism.”

The real origin of the Bakke
case, as well as the nzed for
affirmative action, goes back
more than 100 years to the
smashing of slavery in the Civil
War and the betrayal of Recon-
struction that followed it. This
was a historic crossroad where
the Black struggle could have led
to a thorough-going victory. But
instead, the big northern capital-
ists, fearing the thousands of
armed Blacks more than they
feared the defeated slave-
owners, smashed this attempt at
reconstructing the South on a
democratic basis, using Klan
terror and Jim Crow justice to
do so.

Millions of Blacks, rather
than becoming a liberated peo-
ple, were forged into an op-
pressed nation in the former
slave areas, chained to the land
and to the murderous plantation
system from which there was no
escape.

In roughly the same period
there was the conquest of Mexi-
co by the U.S. and the annexa-
tion of that country’s northern
lands. At the turn of the century,

the stage was set for massive
migrations from the South and
Southwest, driving millions of
Blacks and Mexicans into the
urban centers to serve as cheap
labor in the massive war indus-
tries and agricultural fields. The
system of racial discrimination
was institutionalized, North and
South, as part of the fabric of
modern U.S. capitalist society.

The existence of an oppressed
Black nation within U.S. borders
sparked many struggles at that,
which subsequently have devel-
oped into the modern-day free-
dom movement. As long as the
Black masses suffered national
oppression, stemming from their
oppression in the plantation
South, as long as they could be
driven into the urban centers
along with Latino and Asian
workers and pitted against white
labor, as long as 25 million
Blacks existed as an oppressed
nation, racial discrimination,
segregation and attacks on
democratic rights would remain
increasingly a way of life in the
U.S

The growing movement of the
Afro-American peopleinthe’50s
and ’60s sparked a powerful
movement among all the op-
pressed nationalities as well as
mass movements against the war
and for women’s rights. As a by-
product of this militant mass
struggle, the ruling class was
forced to make some conces-
sions. An increase in the number
of minorities and women in the
ranks of professionals and mid-
dle class occurred. The 1954 Su-
preme Court desegregation deci-
sion and other victories led to the

breaking down of some of the
Jim Crow barriers.

In 1969, during the height of
the campus revolt of Black and
other minority students, the Uni-
versity of California Medical
School at Davis established a
special admissions program for
minorities. Prior to that time,
less than 19 of the school was
minorities, although California
has a population of more than
25%.

Affirmative action in the
medical school was an issue that
affected the entire minority com-
munity. Forexample, only about
29% of all doctors in the U.S. are
Black. A recent study indicated
that there are only 250 Chicano
doctors in the entire country.
This lack of training for minori-
ty doctors has contributed heavi-
ly to the poor health care in the
ghettos and barrios. This is es-
pecially true since most of the

COLORADO STUDENTS rally against Bakke decision at Boulder

(Call photo)

rest of the country’s doctors seek
out the most profitable positions
and lucrative jobs far from the
health problems in the minority
areas.

Student strikes, building sei-
zures and mass protests finally
forced U.C. Davis to reserve 16
out of 100 spaces for minority
students, although even this was
a meager step. Between 1970 and
1974, 74 minority students were
admitted to the school. A few
also came in through the regular
admissions program.

Other professional schools in
California set up similar pro-
grams. Black enrollment in
medical schools climbed from
2.7% in 1968 to 7.5% in 1974.

Because the national question
has not yet been resolved, all of
these gains could at best be only
temporary and remain relatively
insignificant. For the masses of
Black, Latino and Asian minori-




ties, conditions continue to
worsen, despite the most opti-
mistic predictions by the liberal
and reformist politicians and
labor leaders.

The fight against the Bakke
decision is part and parcel of the
struggles for Afro-American
self-determination, Chicano re-
gional autonomy in the South-
west and Puerto Rican indepen-
dence, as well as for the full
democratic rights of all national
minorities. Unless these rights
can be won through revolution-
ary struggle for socialism, all of
the lesser reforms will only be
grabbed back in pericds of crisis,
as we are witnessing today.

In the meantime, this long
history of national oppression
under capitalism makes policies
of affirmative action and com-
pensative programs necessary.
Rather than being “racism in
reverse,” these programs are the
only concrete measures that can
preserve at least the minimal
gains minorities and women
have won through hundreds of
years of struggle against dis-
crimination.

In the case of the Black medi-
cal school applicants, for ex-
ample, it is impossibie to talk
about the same admissions re-
quirements as those for white
applicants, when the whole sys-
tem of education, stretching
back over decades, is set up
against them.

Rather than being an attack
on the working class and poor
whites, the overturning of the
Bakke decision would in fact be
a victory for whites as well as for
minorities. The exclusion of
minorities from the medical
schools has gone side by side
with the exlusion of all working
class and poor students. This
country’s professional schools
have always been the domain of
the upper class. National oppres-
sion is a component part of class
oppression.

The cutbacks in education,
while hitting the minority stu-
dents the hardest, have also de-
nied educational opportunities
to white workers. The increased
competition between whites and
minorities over educational op-
portunities, jobs and housing has
been fostered by the ruling class
and has been a key weapon of the
bosses in sabotaging the com-
mon struggle for schools, jobs
and basic rights.

This is why thousands of
white workers and students have
been marching alongside of
minorities in the recent anti-
Bakke actions and why many
others are uniting in support of
the movements for self-deter-
mination and democratic rights.
This is not a question of abstract
morality but one of a common
struggle against a capitalist sys-
tem that exploits and oppresses
all nationalities.
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Autoworkers fight Bakke

UAW bureaucrats like to pose as “socially concerned.” They
pay lip service to union democracy and the fight against dis-
crimination and even took a stand against the racist Bakke
decision.

But when Ford workers in Pico Rivera wentto the UAW Local
923 meeting on Oct. 12 to try to get support for the anti-Bakke
demonstration being held Oct. 15 in San Francisco, they had
even more proof that the UAW leadership is neither interested in
union democracy nor in supporting the anti-Bakke struggle and
the demand for affirmative action.

Prior to the union meeting, the Brotherhood Caucus, a group
of rank-and-file Ford workers, passed out a leaflet calling on
workers to attend the meeting and get the local to support the
demonstration.

At the meeting, workers tried to introduce several motions.
Tommy Stephens, union president, ruled the anti-Bakke resolu-
tion “out of order” because the UAW bureaucracy has opposed
locals participating in any Bakke actions.

Stevens was forced to call for a vote, however, on whether to
take up the resolution. The vote was tied, so Stephens cast the
deciding vote in order to move on and stifle the discussion.

Auto workers are participating in the anti-Bakke movementin
the Bay Area and will continue the struggle to get their union to
mobilize around this important issue.

11




Bakke attacks women’s rights

November 14, 1977

The ruling class is trying to
legalize the doctrine of “reverse
discrimination” in the Bakke
case in order to cover up system-
atic discrimination against mi-
norities and women, and to wipe
out the gains of the civil rights
movement. While Bakke is
aimed directly at a minority ad-
missions program, another as-
pect of the case that has not
gotten much attention is how it
will affect women.

Allan Bakke, a white student,
is suing the University of Cali-
fornia, claiming that he suffered
from “reverse discrimination”
when he was denied admissions
to their medical school. If the
high court does rule in favor of
him, the decision will lay the
legal basis for eliminating all
affirmative action programs for
minorities and women both in
college admissions as well as in
job opportunities.

In fact, some programs have
already been ended as a result of
the lower court’s ruling in the
case. A Lockheed Corp. person-
nel official in California recently
announced the termination of
his company’s affirmative action
program for women, citing thc
California  State Supreme
Court’s decision in favor of
Bakke. In terms of university
programs, several law suits have
been filed in the wake of the
Bakke decision, claiming that
male students were victimized by

“reverse discrimination.”

Women have played a signifi-
cant role in the mass upsurge
against the Bakke case. Many
women’s organizations have de-
nounced the decision, pointing
out how it would rob women of
whatever gains they have won in
the past.

Only in recent years have
women been admitted by law
into certain jobs, including
heavy industry. For decades,
women were stuck in the lowest
paying jobs, or were kept in the
reserve army of the unemployed.
Likewise a career as a doctor or
lawyer was unthinkable for all
but a very few women.

MOVEMENTS OF ’60s

But things appeared to change
temporarily due to the civil
rights movement, the urban re-
bellions of the 1960s, and the
growing women’s movement.
The ruling class lawmakers were
forced to enact affirmative
action programs, admitting that
women and minorities had been
widely discriminated against in
employment, education and
housing.

For the first time, hundreds of
women along with minority
students were admitted to medi-
cal and law schools. In addition,
the 1964 Civil Rights Act estab-
lished regulating agencies which
were supposed to stop discrimi-
nation in hiring on the basis of
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sex.

But far from achieving equal-
ity in U.S. society, women—
especially minority women—
have suffered severely during the
current capitalist crisis. The
massive layoffs have been de-
vastating to women, who since
1973 have lost 109% of the jobs in
heavy industry gained through
affirmative action.

The capitalists reap tremend-
ous profits by keeping women
as a cheap labor force, excluded
from professions and higher
paying jobs. Not only do they
make more money off women,
but they use women’s lower
wages as a threat to keep down
the pay of all workers.

Capitalists also use the special
oppression of women to try to
create divisions in the working
class. The argument that minori-
ties and women are taking jobs

and university positions away
from white men is designed to
hide the fact that more and more
people of all nationalities and
both sexes are out of work and
cannot get into school.

The legal onslaught against
affirmative action exposes the
nature of reforms under im-
perialism. The capitalists only
give what they are forced to, and
they will work even harder to
take concessions back, all the
while using them to promote
disunity among the masses.

Bakke and the legal precedent
of “reverse discrimination™ are
part of a broadside attack on
minorities, women, and the
whole working class. While the
capitalists devise new legalisms
to hang on to their riches, the
masses are building greater unity
in the fight to smash the Bakke
decision.

MULTINATIONAL CROWD at anti-Bakke rally. (Call photo)
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Unity key in anti-Bakke struggle

January 30, 1978

Oppression breeds resistance.
This truth can be seen in the
mass movement which has
emerged during the past year
against the reactionary Bakke
decision.

The decision, made: by the
California Supreme Court, in
effect erases many important
gains for equal rights which had
been won over the past decades
by minorities and women. It
claims that affirmative action
programs are nothing but “rac-
ism in reverse.” This is an at-
tempt to cover up the real racism
in this society, a whole system of
national oppression which has
chained Blacks, Chicanos,
Asian-Americans, Puerto Ric-
ans and Native American In-
dians for hundreds of years.

Last October, tens of thou-
sands of people of all nationali-
ties, including workers as well as
students, marched through the
streets of many cities demanding
that the Bakke decision be over-
turned. Of all the actions held,
the most significant for their
militant stand and progressive
character were those called on
the West Coast by the Anti-
Bakke  Decision  Coalition
(ABDC).

The National Committee to
Overturn the Bakke Decision
(NCOBD) also held large ac-
tions. But its leadership has a re-
formist orientation directed to-

wards detaching the anti-Bakke
movement from the overall
struggle against imperialism and
towards relying on the courts
rather than on the masses.

The task still remains to forge
these separate movements into
one powerful and united force
against this system of oppres-
sion and discrimination.

The Supreme Court’s decision
in October not to rule imme-
diately on the Bakke case was
designed to take the steam out of
the anti-Bakke movement. While
the court waits, however, new
efforts are being made in indus-
try and education to drive minor-
ities and women from job ad-
vancement and from seats in
professional schools which until
recently were for whites only.

These new attacks have taken
place despite the claims in the
press that the Bakke decision
will have only a “limited im-
pact.” With the aim of showing
that the Bakke attack is not
“limited,” but rather a threat to
the rights of all working and
oppressed people, ABDC is now
working to expand itself into a
nationwide coalition which can
lead further mass protests this
spring.

The efforts to build nation-
wide demonstrations will begin
with a national anti-Bakke con-
ference in Los Angeles on Feb.
19. According to conference
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planners, this meeting will bring
together groups and individuals
to organize for major East and
West Coast demonstrations with
April 29 as the target date.

The Feb. 19 conferenceshould
reflect the recent growth and
expansion of ABDC chapters,
especially in the eastern U.S.

While the ABDC represents
the most advanced form of the
anti-Bakke struggle, many activ-
ists are also working within the
NCOBD. They are struggling,
along with thousands of other
honest and determined members
of that coalition, to build the
movement on an anti-imperialist
footing while pushing for unity
with the ABDC.

Working against these efforts
are some of the misleaders of the
NCOBD, which include, among
others, the revisionist Commu-
nist Party U.S.A. and the Trot-
skyite Socialist Workers Party.
These coalition leaders are pro-
moting the reformist view that
the only injustice involved in the
Bakke case is the racist decision
of the Supreme Court.

Facts show, however, that the
Bakke decision is part and parcel
of the whole system of racial and
sex discrimination. This system
extends far beyond the Univer-
sity of California, where the
Bakke case is centered, to the
communities and  factories
throughout the country where
oppression of minorities and
women is a way of life.

The court simply ratified what
was already a known fact—
that upper-class whites have a
monopoly over the best jobs and
educational opportunities.

The bosses knew this well.
They understood that Bakke was
a signal for even more blatant
attacks, and they moved rapidly.

In November, a federal dis-
trict judge declared that, based
on the Bakke decision, the af-
firmative action program for
Black workers at Kaiser Alu-
minum was “unconstitutional.”

As school began last Septem-
ber, the University of California
(Davis) admitted a white student
named Rita Chancey after she
won a “reverse discrimination”
suit on the same grounds as
Bakke.

Many of the regents of the
university (made up almost en-
tirely of big bankers and capital-
ists) were outspoken in favor of
the racist decision. In fact, they
were among those who first en-
couraged Allan Bakke to file his
suit, challenging the few posi-
tions open to minorities in the
university’s medical school.

If it is to succeed, the anti-
Bakke movement must challenge
not only the court decision, but
the whole system which gives rise
to such decisions. The efforts to
unite as many people as possible
on this basis and to build ABDC
into a national organization are
exactly in line with the needs of
the struggle.
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National anti-Bakke

conference held

March 6, 1978

The nationwide movement against the racist Bakke decision took
a step forward last month. A national conference was held in Los
Angeles by the Anti-Bakke Decision Coalition (ABDC) on Feb. 19.
The meeting marked the growth of the ABDC into a nationwide
organization, which up to now had been primarily a West Coast

organization.

Representing 80 organiza-
tions from Atlanta to Hawaii,
650 people came together to
strengthen and unify the Anti-
Bakke movement. The 80 includ-
ed students’, women’s, minority
and revolutionary organizations.
The conference participants de-
cided to launch a spring offen-
sive, including a Week of Strug-
gle/ Una Semana de Lucha (May
6-13), to be coordinated with the
celebration of the Mexican revo-
lutionary holiday Cinco de Ma-
yo.
The California  Supreme
Court’s Bakke decision of 1976
outlawed affirmative action pro-
grams and labelled them as “re-
verse discrimination.” As a re-
sult of the court ruling, many
special minority admission pro-
grams at universities and affir-
mative action programs in em-
ployment have been eliminated.
In this way, many of the civil

rights gains of the 1950’sand’60’s
mass movements have been
wiped out.

The ABDC conference also
issued a call for unity among all
those opposing Bakke, and
urged the building of a nation-
wide front.

The call was aimed especially
at the National Committee to
Overturn the Bakke Decision
(NCOBD), another group active
in the movement. Possibilities
exist that this call will result in a
joint demonstration in April.

Summing up the status of the
anti-Bakke movement to date,
an ABDC spokesman said, “We
have voices from the South and
North, voices from the East and
West calling for the overthrow of
the Bakke decision. Our task is
to consolidate these voices into a
single roar which will shake the
nation this spring.”
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iABAJO CON LA DECISION
RACISTA BAKKE!

Una seleccion de
articulos de El Clarin

Folletos de The Call/El Clarin,
P.O. Box 5597, Chicago, Ill. 60680



Introduccion

Este folleto consiste en articulos recientes sobre la lucha contra
la Decision Bakke sacados de EI Clarin, el periédico del Partido Comu-
nista (Marxista-Leninista).

Mucho mds que una decision particular racista de la Corte Suprema
de California, Bakke es un ataque sin disfrdz contra los derechos de
las masas, en particular contra las minorias y mujeres. Forma parte in-
tegral de la maquinaria del sistema capitalista en su conjunto. Especial-
mente en el periodo actual de crisis econdmico, este sistema estd em-
prendido en una ofensiva total contra la clase obrera. No debe ser nin-
guna sorpresa que milliones de estudiantes y jovenes, en particular mi-
norias, se han levantado en acciones masivas para denunciar este ataque.

Esperamos que este folleto sirva como una herramienta para estu-
diar la historia de opresién nacional que estd detrds de la Decision
Bakke educando aun mds gente sobre el caso y construyendo la lucha
ain mds amplia y fuerte.



iAlto a la decision Bakke!

26 de septiembre, 1977

A peticion del Presidente Carter, el Departamento de
justicia se pronunci6 la semana pasada sobre la decision
racista Bakke, que actualmente se encuentra enla Corte
Suprema. Bajo fuerte presion de las comunidades mino-
ritarias, su posicion apoya la “accion afirmativa”; pero
a la vez, condena el “sistema de cuotas.”

La decision Bakke, que levanta la cuestiéon de la
“discriminacién en reversa,” esta siendo utilizada para
legitimizar la eliminacién de cientos de programas
universitarios de “accién afirmativa” para minorias. Si
la Corte Suprema apoya a Bakke, significara luz verde
para mds ataques al derecho de las minorias de recibir
educacion universitaria.

El caso se originé en un juicio iniciado por el
estudiante Allan Bakke contra una escuela de medicina
en California. Bakke sostiene que ha sido victima de la
“discriminacién en reversa” por el hecho de que la
escuela, que tiene un programa de accién afirmativa
garantizando la entrada de apenas 16 estudiantes mino-
ritarios, se rehusé a aceptarlo.

Los programas de acci6n afirmativa fueron ganados
a través de las militantes luchas estudiantiles y por
derechos civiles durante los 60. Estos representaban una
manera en que las minorias, victimas de siglos de discri-
minacién y opresiéon nacional, pudieron conseguir la
educacion y los empleos que por tantotiempo les habian
sido denegados.

Con todo el griterio de “discriminacion en reversa” se
pretende encubrir la continua opresién nacional contra
minorias, que va de mal en peor bajo este sistema.

“La discriminacién en reversa” es ademas el grito de
batalla que los capitalistas intentan utilizar para dividir
a los blancos de las minorias.

El hecho es que a nadie—sea blanco o minoritario—
se le garantiza lugar en una universidad, ni una educa-
cién decente.

Los capitalistas esperan que los j6venes peleen entre
si en lugar de luchar contra el sistema. Pero miles ya han
rechazado este plan y han tomado parte en protestas
por todo el pais contra la decisién Bakke.

El 15 de octubre, habran manifestaciones nacionales
en Is universidades para exigir “jAlto a la decision
Bakke!” Es hora de unir a mas gente en la lucha por

igualdad en la educacidn.

'Abajo con la racista

decision Bakke!

17 de octubre, 1977

“Me gustaria ir a la escuela de medicina algin dia,” dijo
Diane Waller, 18 y en su primer afio en la Universidad
Howard. “Si gana Bakke, perderiamos todos los logros del
movimiento por derechos civiles de los afios 60.” Para mi, sera
doblemente dificil ser aceptada en una escuela para estudiar

medicina.”

La joven negra hablaba mien-
tras marchaba junto con 1,600
otros estudiantes de Washing-
ton, D.C. desde la Casa Blanca
hasta el Capitolio el 3 de octubre.
Gritaban consignas y llevaban
rétulos denunciando el llamado
caso de discriminacion en rever-
so de Allan Bakke que ahora se
encuentra ante la Corte Sup-
rema.

Esta protesta fue organizada
por la Asociacion de Negros
Americanos Estudiantes de De-
recho, y estudiantes de Howard
llegaron en masa. Se juntaron a
la protesta mas de 350 estu-
diantes de McKinley Technical
High School.

El 8 de octubre, miles de
personas marcharon en ciudades
de todo el pais, en manifesta-
ciones patrocinadas por el
Comité Nacional por Anular la
Decision Bakke. En Oakland,
mas de 3,000 negros, latinos y
blancos manifestaron su oposi-
ciéon a Bakke a pesar de los

desdrdenes de un pequefio grupo
de nazis. En San José, Calif., un
grupo de 500 corrid a unos nazis
pro-Bakke, que tuvieron que ser
rescatados por la policia. Hubo
manifestaciones en Los Angeles,
Washington, D.C. y muchas
otras ciudades en ese dia.
Habran mas protestas de
masa el 15 de octubre, organiza-
das por la Coalicion Anti-
Decision Bakke (ABDC), que
tiene el apoyo de organizaciones
de estudiantes minoritarios, in-
cluyendo varios grupos locales
de MECHA (Movimiento Estu-
diantil Chicano de Aztlan).
MECHA en el norte de Cali-
fornia ya hizo una marcha de
protesta de 125 millas, desde San
José hasta Sacramento.
PROFUNDIZAN LUCHA
ABDC declar6 el 15 octubre
el Dia Nacional de Solidaridad
Contra la Decision Bakke, y
planea montar manifestaciones
en Boston, San Francisco, Los
Angeles, y Nueva York. Las pro-



testas leventaran las deman-
das: “Anule la Decision Bakke
Ya” y haran un llamado por la
“unidad de la clase obrera mul-
tinacional” para “profundizar la
lucha contra la opresion nacio-
nal.”

La decisién de la Corte
Suprema este 12 de octubre de-
clara si Allan Bakke, un ingenie-
ro blanco que fue rechazado
dos veces de la Facultad de
Medicina de la Universidad de
California (Davis), fue o no vic-
tima de la “discriminacién ra-
cial en reverso.” Estudiara la
decision de Corte Supreme de
California, que apoy6 a Bakkey
sostuvo que habia sido rechaza-
do “debido a su raza.”

Aunque Bakke fue rechazado
por una decena de escuelas,
elementos poderosos de la clase
dominante lo motivaron a llevar
el caso a la corte para liquidar
todas las cuotas de admision
para estudiantes minoritarios.
Estas cuotas fueron establecidas
después de afios de lucha com-
bativa, y sin embargo, atin asi la
UC Davis sélo permite entrar a
16 estudiantes minoritarios entre
los 100 que se ingresan anual-
mente.

La administracién de Carter
se ha esforzado para sembrar
confusién y division entre el
pueblo. Atacé publicamente a la

accion afirmativa incialmente.

Pero ahora mandé un escritoala

Corte Suprema en el cual su-
puestamente se opone a la
decision Bakke.

El sistema de cuotas en las
universidades de California ha

_estado vigentedurante ocho afios

pero sin embargo sélo ha abierto
las escuelas de medicina a los
estudiantes minoritarios en for-
ma simbélica.

El caso Bakke sigue arecortes
masivos en las becas y estudios
culturales para minorias y los
programas de educaciéon bi-
lingiie. A la par del movimiento
racista anti-busing, el caso
Bakke esta siendo utilizado para
dividir al pueblo trabajador.

La decision Bakke contra-
pone a estudiantes blancos y
minoritarios y los hace pelear
por los pocos puestos en las uni-
versidades. Es otra denuncia
contra el sistema capitalista que,
no obstante sus grandes riquezas
y masiva red de universidades, es
incapaz de proveer una educa-
cién decente a las millones de
personas cuya mano de obra e
impuestos construyeron estas in-
stituciones.

Las masivas protestas de
blancos y de minorias en decenas
de ciudades indican que puede
haber un nuevo auge en el movi-
miento por los derechos civiles y
la creciente unidad de clase en la
lucha comun contra la discrimi-
nacion racial.

5,000 marchan contra

decision Bakke

24 de octubre, 1977

El movimiento contra 1la
decision Bakke gané impulso la
semana pasada, mientras el ca-
so se presentaba ante la Corte
Suprema de Justicia. La gran
multitud que se reunié frente a
la corte el 12 de octubre mues-
tra que este caso se ha conver-
tido en simbolo de lucha por la
igualdad entre las minorias y
mujeres.

En todo el pais, cerca de
5,000 personas manifestaron el
15 de octubre después de una
semana de protestas en para
exigir “;Revoquen a Bakke!”
Las ultimas concentraciones
fueron organizadas por la Coa-
licion Anti Decisién Bakke,
ABDC. Las manifestaciones
coincidieron con las delibera-
ciones en la Corte Suprema
sobre si a Allen Bakke, un
ingeniero blanco, se le negé la
admisién a la U. de California
Davis debido a su raza. El
abogado de Bakke dijo que
minoritarios menos calificados
fueron admitidos en su lugar.

La Corte Suprema de Cali-
fornia dictaminé a favor de
Bakke el afio pasado, estab-
leciendo que el rechazo de la
solicitud de Bakke fue “discri-
minacién en reverso” y que era
inconstitucional.

“El pueblo se dié cuenta
inmediatamente de que este ca-
$0 no se podia dejar en manos

de los abogados,” dijo Aimee
Bell, portavoz de la ABDC en
Atlanta. “Muchas mujeres, gru-
pos de barrio y obreros de
diferentes nacionalidades se
han unido para demandar que
los programas de accién afir-
mativa sean ampliados y no
eliminados.”

Ella habl6 a 100 personas
que piquetearon frente al Capi-
tolio del Estado en Atlanta
durante la protesta nacional.
Las concentraciones que se rea-
lizaron en Boston, Nueva York,
San Francisco, y en otras ciu-
dades atrajeron grandes grupos
de personas decididas a no per-
mitir que el sistema les quite lo
poco que se han ganado por

medio de arduas luchas.
Entre los 2,000 que manifes-

taron en San Francisco, muchos
fueron chicanos y blancos. Mar-
charon dos millas desde el Miss-
ion District gritando “Abajo con
Bakke!” hasta el edificio Federal.
MEChA, una organizacién estu-
diantil chicana, fue uno de los
principales organizadores en Ca-
lifornia. Esta protesta fue res-
paldada por mas de 180 organi-
zaciones.

La Corte Suprema puede de-
morar mas de seis meses para
dictaminar en el caso de Bakke.
Aun entonces puede que devuel-
va el caso a las cortes de Cali-
fornia por “falta de evidencia.”



De cualquier forma, el veredicto
no acabara con la discrimina-
cién contra las minorias nacio-
nales y contra la mujer ni tam-
poco podra acallar la lucha po-
pular contra ella.

“La tinica forma en que logra-
remos luchar con éxito contra
Bakke y contra la opresion na-
cional es sacando la gente a la
calle,” dijo una mujer jamaicana
en Boston.

Bakke: otro capitulo de la
opresion nacional

24 de octubre, 1977

Las protestas de las ultimas semanas contra la decision Bakke
atrajeron la atencion publica en la creciente ola de ataques contra
todos los avances que las minorias lograron durante el movimiento
por los derechos civiles de los afios 60.

Durante la crisis economica actual, los pocos logros que las
minorias nacionales se han ganado por su ardua lucha se estian

perdiendo.

Los grandes capitalistas estan
tratando de proteger sus ganan-
cias a costa de los obreros. Usan
esta nueva oleada de chovinismo
para contraponer al pueblo tra-
bajador, negro contra blanco,
hombre contra mujer.

El caso Bakke es buen ejemp-

lo. El imperialismo es incapaz de
darles una buena educacion a sus
Jjovenes, y ademds anima la com-
petencia entre las diversas nacio-
nalidades sobre la escasa admi-
sion a las facultades de medi-
cina. Esto sucede, a pesar de la
creciente demanda por mas doc-

tores y mejor cuidado de la salud
en la sociedad, particularmente
en las comunidades minoritarias.

Estrechamente  vinculados
con la decision Bakke estan los
ataques racistas, particularmen-
te el movimiento segregacionista
anti-“busing” y el movimiento
del Ku Klux Klan. Esta oleada
reaccionaria es fomentada por
los capitalistas para dividir y
destruir también el creciente
movimiento huelguistico.

Brevemente, la decision de la
Corte Suprema de California en
apoyo de la doctrina racista de la
“discriminacién en reversa” for-
ma parte de una contraofensiva
contra los derechos de las mino-
rias, y mujeres obreras.

Pero seria incorrecto analizar
a Bakke aparte de la historia.
Esto es precisamente lo que estan
haciendo los jueces de la clase
dominante que tratan de decla-
rar que los programas de admi-
sion especiales para las minorias
en los colegios y universidades
significan el “racismo en rever-

”»

sa.

El verdadero origen del caso
Bakke, asi como la necesidad de
la accion afirmativa empezé mas
de 100 afios atras con la derrota
de la esclavitud durante la Gue-
rra Civil y con la traicién de la
Reconstruccion que la siguié.
Esta fue una importante encruci-
jada para la lucha negra, una que
podia haber llevado a la victoria.
En vez, los capitalistas del Norte,
temiendo mas a los miles de
negros armados que a los escla-
vistas derrotados, aplastaron el
intento de reconstruir el Sur en

base a la democracia. Usaron el
terror del Ku Klux Klan y leyes
racistas para lograrlo.

En lugar de convertirse en
pueblo librado, millones de neg-
ros fueron forjados en una na-
cién oprimida en la regién en
donde anteriormente fueron es-
clavos.

Durante ese mismo periodo
general, E.U. anexo los territo-
rios nortefios de México. Al co-
mienzo del siglo, se habian pre-
parado las condiciones para pe-
regrinaciones masivas del Sur y
el suroeste. Millones de negros y
mexicanos fueron echados a los
centros urbanos para servir de
mano de obra barata en las in-
mensas industrias de guerra y en
los campos y minas. Fue enton-
ces cuando el sistema de la dis-
criminacién racial fue institu-
cionalizado.

Esta cuestion nacional, den-
tro de las meras fronteras de
E.U., encendié muchas luchas en
aquellos tiempos. Estas ahora se
han desarrollado en un movi-
miento de liberaciéon contempo-
rdneo. Siempre que las masas
negras sufran la opresién na-
cional basada en su esclavitud en
las plantaciones del sur; siempre
que sean arrojados a los centros
urbanos, junto con los obreros
latinos y asidticos, y opuestos
contra los blancos; siempre que
los 25 millones de negros existan
como naciéon oprimida, la dis-
ciminacién racial, la segrega-
cion, y los ataques contra los
derechos democraticos seguiran
como la norma en la sociedad
estadounidense.



El movimiento del pueblo
afroamericano durante los 50 y
los 60 dié a nacer movimientos
poderosos entre las demdas na-
cionalidades oprimidas asi como
una oleada masiva contra la gue-
rra y por los derechos de la
mujer. Como resultado de esta
lucha combativa, la clase domi-
nante tuvo que hacer algunas
concesiones.

En 1969, durante el apogeo de
las rebeliones de estudiantes mi-
noritarios, la Facultad de Medi-
cina de la Universidad de Cali-
fornia en Davis, establecié un
programa de admisién especial
para minoritarios. Antes de eso,
menos del 1% de los estudiantes
eran minoritarios, aunque las
minorias componen mas del 25%
de la poblaciéon del estado de
California.

La accidn afirmativa fue cues-
tion que afecté a la comunidad
minoritaria entera. Por ejemplo,
s6lo 2% de los médicos de E.U:
son negros. Una encuesta recien-
te mostrd que solamente hay 250
médicos chicanos entodo el pais.

Huelgas estudiantiles, tomas
de edificios y protestas masivas
forzaron a la Universidad de
California a reservar 16 de los
100 ingresos anuales en Davis
para alumnos minoritarios. En-
tre 1970 y 1974, 74 alumnos
minoritarios fueron admitidos a
la escuela. Algunos de ellos in-
gresaron bajo el sistema de ad-
misién general.

Otras facultades profesiona-
les en California establecieron
programas parecidos. El registro
de negros en las escuelas de

medicina subi6 del 2.7% en 1968

al 7.5% en 1974.

Debido a que la cuestion na-
cional aun no ha sido resuelta,
todos estos logros son tempora-
les y relativamente insignifican-
tes. Para las masas de minorias
negras, latinas y asiaticas, las
condiciones siguieron empeo-
randose, a pesar de las prediccio-
nes color de rosa de los politicos
y lideres sindicales liberales.

La lucha contra la decision
Bakke es parte de la lucha del
pueblo afroamericano por la
autodeterminacién, de la lucha
chicana por la autonomia regio-
nal en el Suroeste y de los puer-
torriquefios por la independen-
cia de la isla y los derechos
democraticos completos en E.U.
Si estos derechos no son logra-
dos por medio de la lucha revo-
lucionaria por el socialismo, las
reformas seran eliminadas du-
rante periodos de crisis como la
de hoy.

En lugar de ser el “racismo en
reversa” estos programas son la
unica garantia concreta que pue-
de preservar los pequefios logros
que se han ganado las minoriasy
las mujeres.

La derrota de la decision
Bakke sera una victoria tanto
para los blancos como para los
negros. La exclusion de los mi-
noritarios ha ido paso a paso con
la exclusién de los estudiantes
blancos obreros y pobres. Las
escuelas profesionales de este
pais siempre han sido el reino de
la clase dominante. La opresion
nacional es parte componente de
la opresion de clase.

Automotrices vs. Bakke

31 de octubre, 1977

A los burécratas de la UAW les encanta hablar de la demo-
cracia sindical y la lucha contra la discriminacién, y hasta
tomaron una posicion en contra de la racista decisién Bakke.

Pero cuando los obreros de la Ford en Pico Rivera fueronala
reunion de la Local 923 el 12 de octubre para movilizar apoyo
para una manifestacion anti-Bakke del 15 de octubre en San
Francisco, se vio que el liderato dela UAW no se interesanien la
democracia sindical ni en la lucha contra Bakke.

El presidente del sindicato, Tommy Stephens, dijo que la
resolucion anti-Bakke estaba “fuera de orden,” ya que la
burocracia de la UAW no aprueba participar en las acciones
contra Bakke.

Por ultimo Stephens tuvo que aceptar una votacién sobre si
discutirla o no. Cuando se empatd la votacion, él voté en contra
de la discusion de esta importante cuestién.



Caso Bakke
ataco derechos
de la mujer

14 de noviembre, 1977

La clase domiante esta tratan-
do de legalizar la doctrina de la
“discriminacion en reversa” con
el caso Bakke para encubrir la
discriminacion contra las mino-
rias y la mujer y borrar los
avances del movimiento por de-
rechos civiles. Aunque el caso
Bakke ataca a los programas de
admisiones escolares de mino-
rias, otro aspecto del caso que no
ha recibido mucho atancion es
como afecta a la mujer.

Allen Bakke, un ingeniero
blanco, demand6 a la Universi-
dad de California, dizque por-
que sufrié la “disciminacion en
reversa” cuando la escuela de
medicina rechazé su solicitud
bajo un programa de admisién
para minorias nacionales.

Si la Corte Suprema se de-
clara en su favor, entonces ci-
mentara la base para la elimi-
nacion total de los programas
que prestan atencionespecial a la
contratacion de obreros y la
matricula de estudiantes minori-
tarios y a las mujeres.

Algunos de estos programas
de “accién afirmativa” ya han
sido eliminados. Se anunci6 re-
cientemente que la Lockheed
Corporation terminé su progra-
ma de accion afirmativa. Lo hi-
cieron basandose en los argu-
mentos alzados por Bakke, que

ESTUDIANTE al frente de lucha
contra Bakke.

dicen que esos programas dis-
criminan contra los hombres
blancos.

Sélo en los ultimos afios han
sido admitidas las mujeres a cier-
tos trabajos, incluso a la indus-
tria pesada. Por décadas enteras,
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las mujeres fueron atadas a los
trabajos peores pagados, 0 man-
tenidas en el ejército de los de-
sempleados.

Pero las cosas parecieron
cambiar después del movimiento
pro-derechos civiles, las rebelio-
nes urbanas de los ’60 y el cre-
ciente movimiento de la mujer.
Los legisladores burgueses fue-
ron forzados a establecer pro-
gramas de accion afirmativa lo

que fue una admision de que las .

mujeres y las minorias habian
sido discriminados en empleos,
la educacion y en la vivienda.

Por primera vez, cientos de
mujeres y personas minoritarias
fueron admitidos a las universi-
dades y a ciertos trabajos. La
Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964
establecié agencias legales para
“poner fin” a la discriminacion
sexual.

Pero en lugar de lograr la
igualdad, la mujer en esta socie-
dad actualmente esta sufriendo
mucho durante esta crisis. Los
despidos masivos han golpeado
duramente a la mujer. Desde
1973 han perdido el 109% de los
trabajos que ganaron gracias a la

accion afirmativa en la industria
pesada.

Mas y mas mujeres han sido
forzadas a buscar trabajo. El
resultado ha sido que se han
concentrado aiin mas en traba-
jos mal pagados.

Los capitalistas dividen a la
clase obrera alegando que las
mujeres y las minorias les quitan
trabajos y lugares en las universi-
dades a los blancos. Esto lo
hacen para tapar el hecho de que
mads y mas gente de ambos sexos
de toda nacionalidad no tienen
trabajo y no pueden entrar a las
universidades.

La ofensiva legal contra la
accion afirmativa denuncia la
esencia de las reformas bajo el
imperialismo. Los capitalistas
sélo dan lo que tiénen que dar y
lo quitan apenas puedan.

Bakke y el precedente legal de
la “discriminacién en reversa”
son parte de una ofensiva contra
toda la clase obrera. Pero mien-
tras los capitalistas inventan
nuevos planes para proteger su
dinero, las masas construyen la
unidad para aplastar la Decision
Bakke.

Hora de reagrupar lucha

anti-Bakke

30 de enero, 1978

La opresion engendra la resis-
tencia. Esta verdad se puede ver
en el movimiento masivo que se
ha ido formando en oposicién a
la reaccionaria decision Bakke.

Esta decision de la Corte Su-
prema de California, elimina

muchos importantes avances en
derechos civiles que se habian
ganado en los afios 60 por medio
de drdua lucha de minoritarios y
mujeres.

La decisiéon declara que los
programas de accion afirmativa

11



no son mas que “racismo en
reversa.” Encubre la naturaleza
racista de esta sociedad y el
sistema de opresion nacional que
han encadenado a negros, chica-
nos, asiatico-americanos, puer-
torriquefios y nativo-americanos
durante cientos de afios.

En octubre del afio pasado,
decenas de miles de personas de
diferentes nacionalidades, obre-
ros y estudiantes, se volcaron a
las calles en varias ciudades, de-
mandando la revocacion de la
decision Bakke. Las acciones
mas importantes, por su carac-
ter progresista y por ser mas
combativas, fueron las organiza-
das en la costa del oeste por la
Coaliciéon Contra la Decisiéon
Bakke (ABDC).

El Comité Nacional Contra la
Decision Bakke (NCOBD) tam-
bién celebré amplias activida-
des, pero su direccion promovid
una orientacion reformista que
mas trat6 de confiar en las cortes
que en las masas. Ademas no
vinculé el movimiento contra
Bakke con la lucha contra el

Carter dijo, “Militar, politica,
econdémica y espiritualmente,
el estado de la unioén es firme.”
Aun invent6 una nueva forma de
descifrar las estadisticas del de-
sempleo para hacer parécer que
vamos en camino al pleno em-
pleo.

Lo que Carter no puede ni
quiere admitir es que E.U. se
encuentra en la peor recesion
desde la posguerra y que esta al
punto de sumergirse en otra ain
peor. Aun las cifras de desem-
pleo alteradas del mes pasado
indican que nuestra sociedad

siempre tendra entre 9 y 12 mi-
llones de personas desemplea-
das.

Esto quiere decir que durante
los ultimos dos afios, los capita-
listas han usado todo truco posi-
ble para salirse de su baja eco-
némica de 1974-75 y si hanlogra-
do un auge lento y tentativo en la
produccion.

INDUSTRIA EN CRISIS

Pero atin con sus trucos, la
industria, particularmente la pe-
sada, funciona a mucho menos
de su capacidad total. La indus-
tria del acero se encuentra en una
crisis sin precedentes en toda la
historia de E.U.

Cada pequefio auge ha sido
acompafiado por una inflacién
desenfrenada. Esta hasido resul-
tado de las inmensas importa-
ciones de petréleo, tremendos
gastos militares y la baja del
dolar.

Carter intent6 solucionar el
problema de la inflacion pidien-
do a los monopolios y a los obre-
ros que se sometieran a una con-
gelacion de salarios.

Esta trampa tiene el fin de
penalizar a los obreros por la
inflacién. Dijo Carter que los
monopolios alzan sus precios
para “proteger su margen de
ganancias en vista de aumentos
salariales. . .”

Pero la verdad es que la tasa
de inflacién estd a un nivel
mucho mas alto que los salarios
de los obreros.

Carter también prometié “im-
pulsar la economia” dandole a
los monopolios $6 mil millones
en recortes de impuestos y $400

millones para programas de “en-
trenamiento.” Estos programas
usan a los jévenes minoritarios,
pagandoles poco para llenar los
puestos de los desocupados.

Tal plan requiere la coopera-
cién de los burdcratas laborales.
Ellos junto con los patrones pro-
mueven el proyecto de ley
Humphrey-Hawkins como solu-
cion al desempleo. Carter la lla-
moé “un paso adelante” aunque
no creara ni un trabajo nuevo.

Mientras tanto el Presidente
pidi6 un presupuesto enorme,
incluyendo un aumento de 18%
para el ejército. Carter oculta
estos gastos de guerra con su
palabreo de “distension” con la
URSS. “Por primera vez en esta
generacion,” mintié Carter, “no
estamos envueltos en la pesadilla
de una crisis internacional.”

En un descuido, Carter tam-
bién admitié que su programa
energético tiene problemas. Para
un pais en el camino hacia la
guerra y azotado con un gasto de
$120 millones diarios para pet-
roleo importado, esto es cosa
seria.

El discurso del Presidente es-
tuvo lleno de disparates empa-
lagosos como “unidad de prop6-
sito” y de trabajadores v capita-
listas “caminando mano a ma-
no.” Esto es su suefio dorado.

El verdadero estado de la
union puede verse en los talleres,
en las oficinas del desempleo y en
los barrios pobres. Allilos traba-
jadores y los desocupados con-
struyen la lucha para cambiar el
estado de la unidn por el camino
revolucionario.

Se realiza conferencia
nacional anti-Bakke

6 de marzo, 1978

El movimiento nacional con-
tra la racista decision Bakke to-
mo un gran paso adelante el mes
pasado. Una conferencia nacio-
nal fue llevada a cabo en Los
Angeles bajo los auspicios de la
Coalicion Contra la Decision
Bakke (ABDC) el 19 de febrero.
La reunion sefialé la transfor-
macion de la ABDC, hasta aho-
ra una organizacion de la costa

occidental, en una organizacién
nacional.

En representacion de 80 or-
ganizaciones desde Atlanta a
Hawaii, 650 personas se junta-
ron para fortalecer y unificar el
movimiento anti-Bakke. Las 80
incluyeron a organizaciones es-
tudiantiles, revolucionarias, fe-
meninas, y de minorias. Los par-
ticipantes de la conferencia de-
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cidieron iniciar una ofensiva en
la primavera, incluyendo una
Semana de Lucha del 6 al 13 de
mayo, en conjunto con la cele-
bracion del Cinco de Mayo, dia
de lucha revolucionaria mexi-
cana.

La Corte Suprema de Califor-
nia, mediante su decisién Bakke
de 1976, prohibi6é los progra-
mas de accion afirmativa y dicta-
mind que éstos representaban la
“discriminacién en reversa.”

Como resultado del dictamen
judicial, han sido eliminados
muchos programas especiales
de admision para minorias en las
universidades, al igual que pro-
gramas de accion afirmativa en
el empleo. De esta manera, mu-
chos de los avances en derechos
civiles de los afios 50 y 60, con-
quistados a raiz del movimiento
de masas, han sido liquidados.

La conferencia de la ABDC

también llam¢ a la unidad entre
todos los oponentes de Bakke, e
inst6 a la formacion de un frente
nacional.

Este llamado fue dirigido es-
pecialmente al Comité Nacional
por Revocar la Decision Bakke
(NCOBD), otro grupo activo en
el movimiento.

Ahora existe la posibilidad de
que ambas coaliciones realicen
una accion conjunta lo que
decididamente fortalecera la
campaia.

En resumir el estatus del
movimiento anti-Bakke hasta la
fecha, un portavoz de la ABDC
dijo: “Han levantado la voz des-
de el sur y el norte, desde el oeste
y el este, para aplastar la deci-
sion Bakke. Nuestra tarea es
consolidar estos gritos en un solo
trueno esremecedor para sacudir
a la nacion esta primavera.

i SUSCRIBASE A EL CLARIN!

Organo politico del Partido Comunista (M-L)

O Por favor envieme una suscripcion regular por $12.
O Por favor envieme una suscripciéon por 6 meses a $6.

Envie cheque o giro postal a E/ Clarin, P.O. Box 5597, Chicago, Ill. 60680.

JUVENTUD
COMUNISTA

La Juventud Comunista te trae noticias de la lucha contra el
imperialismo que la juventud esta desarrollando alrededor del
mundo.

O $5 por un afio
O $2.50 por seis meses

Envie cheques o giro postal a/:
OJC, P.O. Box 5698,
Chicago, Ill. 60680
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