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1942,

No Time
for
Silence

Monday as the beginning of the
week, Sunday and Saturday as leisure
time no longer have significance. Each
week fades into one continuous motion
without beginning or end. We would
like to crank everything backwards or
make the cycle stop for a short while.
When we have the courage to look
carefully, we know nothing is getting
better. Rumors spread like flames on
a windy, dry field. No one questions
their origin or validity. It is said the
farmers in Tulare County are lynching
Japanese. It is rumored a law will be
passed in Congress stripping all Japanese
Americans of their birthrights.

The mayors, the police chiefs, the
attorney general of California begin
making statements against our loyalty.
City councils and county supervisors
pass restrictive ordinances, and petition
Congress to enact legislation against
the Japanese. The military press re-
leases pour out, rating us as potential
subversives, fifth columnists, and
saboteurs.

Finally, the Governor calls a
meeting with concerned and promi-
nent Japanese to discuss the “Japanese
problem.”

‘An excerpt from the novcl

Tule Lake

The Governor stands almost a head
taller than most of the Japanese in the
room—doctors, lawyers, farmers, min-
isters, and Gordie, Dad, Kageyama and
I. He begins, “I am here not only to
express my views as a representative of
the majority of Californians, but as your
representative also, to hear your ideas
and suggestions which you may want to
offer for solving our present crisis. We
hope we can come up with a plan,
mutually agreed upon, which would
enable us as loyal Americans to contri-

bute our share towards winning the war.”

Kageyama’s face flushes as the
Governor unrolls a map of California.
The state is divided into zones, red for

continued on page 7
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 Jought to preserve their heritage.
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Clandestine Camp Film. Even in the concentration camps, Japanese Americans

Oshogatsu (New Year’s) was celebrated in this

Heart Mountain, Wyoming camp barracks with a community mochitsuki (pounding

and forming of sweet rice cakes).

The photo is one frame of a motion picture.
Although the authorities prohibited cameras under the pretext of “na

many inmates nonetheless found ways to smuggle them in and secretly documented

camp life.

The government eventually relaxed its ban.

Redress

tional security,”

December 1980/ January 1981

Conference
UnitesOn
Goals

During the past two years, a major
thrust of the Little Tokyo People’s Rights
Organization has been centered on the
effort to gain redress/reparations for losses
suffered by the Nikkei community during
World War II. LTPRO’s Reparations
Committee helped initiate the National
Coalition for Redress/Reparations (NCRR)
in July 1980. The formation of the na-
tional coalition came from the efforts of
groups like LTPRO and the Japanese
Community Progressive Alliance (in San
Francisco) in uniting with all people who
see the importance of fighting for direct
monetary compensation as the basis for
a just settlement of the redress/repara-

tions issue.

A high point of the redress/repa-

rations campaign initiated by the NCRR
was the recent national conference held
at California State University, Los Ange-
les on the weekend of November 15-16.
This conference brought together over

continued on page 4
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A strike of warehousemen and truck

drivers at Japan Foods Corporation in
Los Angeles has begun its second month
as we go to press (Dec. 14). It began
simultaneously at the three companies
which control Japanese food distribution
in the U.S. Two companies quickly set-
tled, but Japan Foods Corporation, the
largest, refused. Instead, JFC, a subsidi-
ary of Kikkoman International, has vowed
to smash the union. In response, the JFC
workers have asked for a boycott of JFC-
distributed products, and plan to shut
down the San Francisco headquarters of
JFEC with a picket line the Bay Area work-
ers say they will respect.

Nikkei/Sentinel interviewed a worker
and two community supporters on the
picket line at JFC on November 28.

Shin'ya Ono, JFC union shop steward.:
The most obvious thing about this
struggle is that it is a very key part of a

nsmg up of Japanese workers today. It
started spontaneously at the Horikawa
walkout five years ago, and the Japan

Food strike three years ago, then perked

up at Horikawa again one year ago.
This one really gives a big push to that
rising up. I think it’s going to have an
impact through the Japanese American
community and on Japanese American
workers, not just in L.A., but through-
out the United States.

Before the war, there were numerous
struggles involving literally thousands of
Japanese workers and Asian workers, in
Hawaii and the mainland U.S. Just a-
bout every year, there was something
going on. After the war, however, there

was hardly anything. As far as we know,

the 1976 strike at JFC was the first one
on the mainland U.S. in the postwar
period. That’s very surprising, consider-
ing that there’s close to 700,000 Japan-
ese Americans. This little-bitty struggle,
continued on page 3

Photo by Mike Murase

JFC workers and supporters march in
Little Tokyo on Nov. 22.
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JCPA and LTPRO members met in Los Angeles in August 1980 to discuss joint
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publication of the Nihonmachi Sentinel and Nikkei, after a brunch of Portuguese

sausages, rice and eggs. Both had marched in the 10th Anniversary Commemoration

of the Chicano Moratorium the previous day.
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Nikkeil Sentinel

Why a Joint Edition?

We are happy to present this special
Oshogatsu edition of the Nihonmachi
Sentinel and Nikkei. It is published
together by the Japanese Community
Progressive Alliance (JCPA) of San
Francisco and the Little Tokyo People’s
Rights Organization (LTPRO) of Los
Angeles. This is the first time we've
put out a paper together, but if it
works out well, we may continue
doing so. But first, we'd like to ex-
plain how and why this project came
about.

Some of us have to take a little bit
of the blame for the wear and tear on
Highways 5 and 101. Friendships be-
tween our two groups go back to long-
standing. ties between our members.
Each organization even has expatriate
members of the other. And both
groups came out of the people’s
movements which arose in the 1960s.
Our deepest common roots are in the
century-old Japanese American struggle
for equality and dignity.

We've supported each other through
the years, and a lot of our friendship
comes from shared struggles. JCPA
and LTPRO also apparently have
shared a taste for taking up struggles at
David-and-Goliath odds, whether it has
been in redevelopment, immigrants’ and
workers’ rights, or the concentration
camps reparations issues. We have had
to face powerful adversaries: the govern-
ment and the multinational corporations.
It has always been encouraging to peer
up (or down) the coast and see some-
one else similarly fighting the good
fight.

The ongoing reparations campaign
has given us further opportunity to
work together, and has increased our
unity. As you can also see, there are
contributions in this issue from organi-

zations and individuals in many other
places besides San Francisco and Los
Angeles. There is profound need for
greater cooperation and communication
among progressive Japanese Americans.
Perhaps this paper can contribute to
that effort.

Most importantly, we have decided
to try this experiment in joint work be-
cause our basic ethical and political
principles are essentially the same. Al-
though our respective principles of
unity are differently worded, both
speak of a commitment to: (1) protect
the Japanese American communities
for the benefit of the common people,
(2) fight for full equality for Japanese
Americans, (3) solidarity with other
minorities and working people, and
(4) rely on democratic mass methods to
decide policy and make social changes.
This commitment is the main basis
for our work together.

There are also pragmatic reasons
for joint publication. Publishing a
periodical is not cheap, either in money
or in people power, and we hope to
save a little on both by eliminating
duplicated efforts of production,
printing cost, distribution, and the like.
The writers and artists should be able
to concentrate more on their work,
putting more time into fewer articles.
We hope that we can produce a
more informative and entertaining
paper together then we can separately.

As was already mentioned, this
cooperative publication might not be
just a one-time venture. Both LTPRO
and JCPA will be evaluating the ex-
perience. We may decide to continue
to publish together. Read all about it
In our next issue.

—Editor

and JCPA

Since its formation in 1976, -the Little
Tokyo People’s Rights Organization (LTPRO)
has consistently taken stands in the defense
of people’s rights and against the forces
which threaten the future of the community.

LTPRO was born out of the need to
oppose the forced dispersal and destruction
of the Little Tokyo community. Since its
formation, LTPRO members and supporters
have united around four Principles of Unity:

1. Rely on mass support to fight in

the interest of Japanese American

people for full equality.

2. Defend Little Tokyo, a center of

the Japanese community, in the interests

of the residents, workers, cultural and

community groups, and small businesses.

3. Promote understanding of the culture

and history of the Japanese in the

United States.

4. Support and learn from the struggles

of Third World and working people.

These four principles guide the mem-
bership of LTPRO. The membership
includes people from Little Tokyo, the
wider Japanese American community, and
supporters from throughout Southern
California. LTPRO is an all volunteer
organization supported by donations.

LTPRO isheadquarteredin Little Tokyo
in Room 406 of the JACCC, located at
244 S, San Pedro Street. If you would like
to volunteer your time or want more infor-

About LTPRO

mation about LTPRO, call (213) 620-0761.
Evenings are the best time to call.

NIKKEI is published by the LTPRO
Public Relations Committee. LTPRO is
responsible for its contents. We invite
community organizations and concerned
individuals to reproduce and use the
articles contained within if it will help
them to wage their own struggles or
10 Ssupport ours.

The NIHONMACHI SENTINEL is
published quarterly by the Japanese
Community Progressive Alliance (JCPA).
JCPA is a community organization in
San Francisco's Japantown, and is united
around three Principles of Unity:
~~ 1, Stop the destruction and dispersal

of .the Japanese community.

2, Fight in the interest of Japanese

people against inequality and discrim-

ination.

3. Support the struggles of Third World

and working people,

The NIHONMACHI SENTINEL encourages
all readers to contribute articles, ideas; help

distribute; and make donations of time, labor
and money. ;

The NIHONMACHI SENTINEL, c/o JCPA, 1858

1858 Sutter Street, San Francisco, California
94115. (415) 921-884],
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Japan Foods
Corporation

SUPPORT JFC WORKERS IN THEIR FIGHT FOR
A BETTER CONTRACT, RESPECT AND EQUALITY.

PLEASE DON'T BUY:

HIME BRAND BOTAN
WELL-PAC

continued from page 1
spontaneously happening at JFC three
years ago was the first one.

Of course, people didn’t realize then
that they were doing it for the first time
This one is the first fairly big scale (by
Japanese American standards), fairly in-
tense struggle because of the impact it
has: workers at all three companies go-
ing out together, demanding a common
contract, belonging to the same union.
It’s really raising the specter in the
Japanese American community, from
Central California down to San Diego
and the Mexican border, of going with-
out Japanese food, right before New
Years! Because of these factors, this
strike has a solidity about it that the
earlier JFC and Horikawa struggles
didn’t quite have.

The U.S.-Japan Business News says
it’s having “tremendous reverberations
and a shocking effect on top executives
of Japanese corporations throughout

-the United States!” They're really

shocked by it.
Japanese American Concentration

Another reason why this struggle has
built as much as it has is because of its
concentrated nature; almost all of the
64 workers are Japanese. It’s got a key
role in the Japanese American ethnic
subeconomy —food—with ties to res-
taurants and supermarkets. The brand
names are well known to all the house-
wives. This whole Local overall has a
high concentration of Asians and is well-
known in the community. It was found-
ed by Japanese revolutionaries in the
produce market in the Thirties (see
“Build the Union,” Nikkei, Sept. 1980).
There are now perhaps close to a thou-
sand Japanese in this local; many are
keeping a close eye on the developments
of the JFC strike. Local 630 workers
at Fish King--400 women workers.

200 of whom are Asian- have been
inspired by this struggle and have
asked us to help, the next time they
have contract negotiations. By sup-
porting each other around our common
concerns, we can lay the basis for
building a Japanese American or Asian
American caucus of Local 630 so that
Asians can get more representation in
the union, as part of the rank and file
movement.

This local also has ties to other
unions, such as Retail Clerks 770.
where there are also lots of Asians. In
the old days there was a Nihonjin Rodo
Kyoyu Kai, a Japanese Labor Fraternal
Association. People in it belonged to
different unions, in different cities. and
in different trades, but they helped each
other.get organized. It was a cross-union.
It wasn’t the union. it was a labor coun-
cil. We sliould study their experiences
more and learn from them,

Also, unorganized workers are being
encouraged by all this. The packers
at one company have already requested
union representation: 8 out of 8
workers have already signed unioniza-
tion cards. Even office and sales people
are talking about their rights, their
grievances, saying maybe they have to
get together.

We've also been getting tremendous
support from the community and com:-
munity groups: LTPRO, Japanese Wel-
fare Rights Organization, Chinatown
Progressive Association, Asian/Pacific
Student Union, Agape Fellowship,

Unity Newspaper, One Family, other
Asian trade unionists in the United Auto
Workers, etc. Over 500 people signed
the published support petition. This
made it real clear that, in a way, the
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KIKKOMAN
JFC BRAND

DYNASTY

HAPI

Photo by Mike Murase

Why the Strike Began

On November 13, 1980 warehouse-
men and truckers of the three companies
which control the distribution of
Japanese food throughout the U.S.
went on strike for better working
conditions and higher pay. By a
57-1 vote, the workers at Japan Foods
Corp., Nishimoto Trading Co. and
Mutual Trading Co., who were mem-
bers of Teamsters Local 630, decided
they had no choice but to go on strike.
The nearly all Japanese work force had
been paid up to 25 percent less than
workers in comparable industries in
the same union. The companies had
resisted the workers' efforts to obtain
raises which would have allowed them
to come closer to wages paid to
warehouseman in similar jobs outside
of the Japanese corporations. After
less than one week, management at
Mutual and Nishimoto quickly settled,
and the workers won substantial pay
raises and better working conditions.

companies are taking on a good segment
of the community. We were not just
64 individuals. We were backed by a
wide range of Japanese Americans and
Asian Americans and other friends.

| think the support that we’ve gotten
from LTPRO--especially their Workers
& Newcomers Committee--is creating a
basis for a longer term association. and
[ would encourage the workers to join
that committee.

Keiko Kadota, community supporter:

The strike is not only a problem at
the three companies involved, but of
all the Japanese and other minorities
living in the United States. Minorities
of course, have more problems than the
majority. This strike is a concentrated
(expression) of the problems we have
as minorities living in the United States.
It shows all the problems we have.

At one of the companies, there are
many people having immigration prob-
lems, who were afraid to speak out.
While they are here, they have to work
and earn a decent living. But with this
strike, they spoke out about their prob-
lems, especially about immigration and
unfair labor practices.

The Japanese immigrant workers
realize how much we're getting ripped
off by Japanese from the Japanese
mainland, and we just wanted to show,
“No more ripoff from us.” We're taken
advantage of by ideas like “Japanese
have to show loyalty,” “you have to be
proud of being Japanese,” and all that.
But we say, we've been loyal to you,

Japan Foods however, began to
hire scabs, threatened to turn the
warehouse into a nonunion shop, and
said they would, “teach the workers
a lesson.”

In response, the JFC workers have
called for a boycott of JFC products.
People have been asked to stop buying
the following labels: Hime, Kikkoman,
Botan rice, Wel-Pac, Dynasty canned
goods and Hapi confections.

Community support for the strike
and boycott has been strong. Rallies
were held in the Nikkei community,
an ad signed by 500 people was placed
in the Rafu Shimpo, and volunteers
have been leafletting at supermarkets
throughout L.A. Donations of food and
money have been coming in to the
workers, and supporters have joined
them on picket lines in front of the
JFC warehouse.

~Janice Yen

we've been all Japanese, but what do
you do to us, just been ripping us off.
And we can’t stand it.

Harold Ono, 78 years old, who was the
main organizer of the union:

I'm very happy about this thing. ]
was in Local 630 about forty years ago.
Now that the young people are taking
over, I'm very happy about it. I'm
getting old. I think they’re doing all
right, I hope they keep it up. The
Flower market should be organized next.
They've got at least about one thousand
workers. They’re not organized, not
even one.

Shin'ya Ono:

Union Democracy

In the recent union elections, we
pushed out that the leadership of the
union needs to be more responsive to
the voice of the rank and file. It must
be based on a certain program, certain
principles. Principles like, one, we
have to fight inflation and cutbacks,
so don’t bring back any contract pro-
posal that’s not enough to fight infla-
tion. 6%, 7% & 8% proposal should
not be allowed when inflation is 15 to
18%.

Two, that of union democracy.
There should be encouragement of shop
committees and rank and file cau-
cuses, democracy in the Local meeting,
and real encouragement of rank and
file participation. Democracy within
the union.

The third thing we pushed out
was equality and respect for all the
different nationalities and languages
and cultures. People should be able
to speak in Japanese, Korean, Spanish,
or Chinese as well as in English. All
the contracts should be in different
languages. This contract is gonna be
in Japanese, as well as in English,
because most people read Japanese,
not English.

The fourth principle is building on
the fighting tradition of Local 630,
making it into a fighting union again.
630 once had such a reputation that
employers would actually sign anything
when they heard the name, 630.

The last thing would be organizing
the unorganized, aggressively. Hire
Spanish speaking business agents,
Chinese speaking business agents,
Japanese speaking business agents. The
whole of Chinatown needs to be or-
ganized. There's only one shop that’s
organized and it's about to go on strike.
It's Kwan Lee Lung, a warehouse with
about twenty workers. They make
$3.50 to $4 an hour! It’s a union place,
the same local. At FishKing, a few
blocks from here, 400 workers, women
workers, half Latin, half Asian, 100
Japanese, they start off at $4. If they
work twenty years, they go up a little,
and if they become “lead Woman,”
they make a little bit over five dollars.
That's also the same union. So while
these workers are “‘organized,” it’s
almost as if they weren’t organized.
They're not adequately led by the
union, partly because of the language
problem.

Conclusion

This whole wave of Japanese workers
rising up gives us a good opportunity not
only for organizing the whole of Little
Tokyo (where now, there's no union)
and the rest of the unorganized Japanese
American workers, but also of securing
a greater voice and leadership role on
the part of working people in the JA
community. The tradition of having
the JA community represented mainly
by the so-called community leaders who
are subservient to the big businesses in
the U.S. or Japan must be put to an end.
The laboring people who constitute
over 80% of the 700,000 strong Nikke:
community have got to start take hold
of the basic direction of the JA people
as a group on issues like labor, repara-
tions and redevelopment.

Recent workers struggles such as
Horikawa and JFC here in L.A. and
Suehiro and Benihana up north makes
an important beginning in that direction.
~Interview by Dean §. Toji
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Horikawa Workers
Win Major Victory

Horikawa restaurant workers are
calling a federal labor ruling against
Horikawa Restaurant management a
“major victory.” Their supporters say
that the decision will have a great future
impact on Japanese restaurant workers
not only in Little Tokyo, but through-
out the country. Management, and
its attorneys, have refused to comment
on the ruling, but have filed an appeal
which may postpone the final decision
for a year or more.

On Sept. 2, National Labor Rela-
tions Board Administrative Judge
Clifford H. Anderson found Horikawa
Restaurant management guilty of un-

r labor practices against its employ-

s> during i1ts anti-union campaign
summer, including assault and
.1y, interrogation, intimidation and
numerous forms of coercion. Anderson
has ordered the company to “cease and
desist’” from further such act .ities.

Results of a July 20, 1979
slection held at the restaurani. wheic
snionization was avoided by a 22-17
vot2, were ordered to be set aside

and a new election be held when the
workers are ready and “‘circumstances
permit.”

Union activists project that the
favorable ruling will encourage others
involved in struggling labor movements
to continue their efforts.

The working conditions at Horikawa

re typical of the over 300 Japanese
restaurants in and around Los Angeles,
of which only three are unionized,
according to LTPRO spokespersons.

The Horikawa unionization drive,
initiated by Japanese and other immu-
grant workers in the U.S., began in
February of 1979, as a protest against
vhat they call “blatantly poor and
exploitative” working conditions. The
vorkers said management is verbally
abusive to employees, that workers are
forced to work after punching out on
the time clock, that workers are not
allowed legally-required breaks, and
that management interferes in tip
distribution.

Also listed was that employees are
required to pay for meals made from
Kitchen scraps, that management
.equires workers to buy and maintain
their own uniforms, kimono and
accessories, that use of workmen'’s

ympensation s discouraged, there are
inadequate health insurance benefits,
nd that there 1s confusion over wage
and salary standards.

Employees began a drive for union
sentation by the Hotel and Restau-
Employees and Bartenders Union,

al 11, AFL-CIO.

"
KT VR R VI T VI S ¢
Naris Hair and
Skin Care Salon
New Otani Hotel Arcade
Little Tokyo

Phone: 6874116

That is when members of Horikawa
Restaurant management began to
employ a campaign of unfair tactics
to defeat the union drive, according
to workers. (See Nikkei, August 1979
and October 1979.)

Ruled by Anderson as guilty
parties for violating sections of the
National Labor Relations Act on
one or more occasions were: Yasuo
“*Mike” Horikawa, president of G.T.A.
Enterprises, Inc., the corporation
which owns and operates Restaurant
Horikawa; Natsuko Taki, manager
of the restaurant; Takashi Iwabuchi,
assistant manager, Masao Takemoto,
restaurant office manager, and Jiro
Robinson, chief bartender.

Anderson also ordered the imme-
diate and full reinstatement of two
employees illegally fired for their union
activities, along with salary reimburse-
ment for lost time.

Also ordered was the posting of
copies of his order in Japanese, Korean,
Spanish and English in a conspicuous
place in the restaurant for a period
of 60 days.

“But,” says Stephen Beck, a Local
11 “organizer’” who has worked with the
restaurant employees since they began
their drive, “there’s very little chance
that the appeal will be reversed.” How-
ever, he added, the appeal “is just
another tactic to stall negotiations with
us,” and may forestall further union
activity for a year, or possibly longer.

Also commenting on the appeal by
management was Lucy Kubota, a
former Horikawa waitress, member of
LTPRO and Workers’ and Newcomers’
Committee member:

“The appeal came as no surprise to
us (the workers),” she said. “It just
shows that all along, instead of address-
ing the needs and demands of the
workers, Horikawa has relied on money—
hundreds of thousands of dollars in
legal fees—to defeat this unionization
effort,” she said.

With the turn-over of workers since
the election, and probable careful
screening by Horikawa management,
unionization is going to be tough,
according to Beck.

“But nothing’s impossible,” he added
quickly. “This is certainly not some-
thing we re going to give up on. It's
just going to take time to educate the
new workers and build up their con-
fidence,” he said.

And as soon as the appeal is decided
on and the workers show interest in
having another election, “we’ll go in as
soon as possible,” he said.

—~Naomi Hanano

(213) 389-842]
(213) 389-3763

Redress
Conference

Jnuelalue
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FIRST TRUE VALUE HARDWARE

Screens - Glass - Shades - Louver Services
Your Service Supply Center

continued from page |

400 redress/reparations supporters from
throughout the nation to share ideas and
develop plans for building the movement
and preparing for the upcoming Presi-
dential Study Commission hearings to be
held during the coming year.

The keynote address for the con-
ference was given by Bert Nakano, a
member of LTPRO and a spokesperson
for the NCRR. Nakano set forth the
perspectives and program of the Na-
tional Coalition and stressed the impor-
tance of uniting the community in a
common cause of justice. Nakano said,
“The strength of the reparations move-
ment will be based on the unity of the
people in demanding justice, and not on
relying solely upon the legal system,
politicians, and so-called community
leaders.”

Other featured speakers at the
conference included Gordon Hirabayashi,
a Professor of Sociology at the Univer-
sity of Alberta, and the plaintiff in the
historic Hirabayashi vs. United States
(1942) court case that attempted to
test the constitutionality of the concen-

tration camps. Also featured on the pro-

gram were spokespersons for the Aleu-
tian Pribilof Island Association, National

Council on Japanese American Redress,
and the National Redress Committee of
the Japanese American Citizens League.
There were seven educational work
shops in the morning to provide oppor-
tunity for participants to share informa-
tion and ideas. Some workshops ex-
plored particular dimensions of the camp

experience and its impact of the Japanese
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American community; Isseis, Niseis, and
Sanseis listened to each other, supported
each other’s proposals, and reaffirmed
their common struggle. Organizing work-

shops in the afternoon discussed reaching

out to the community, developing stra-
tegies toward the commission, pursuing
redress/reparations through the law, and
developing art and culture to unite the
community.

The spirit and enthusiasm evi-
denced during the conference was also
demonstrated in the evening cultural
program that featured artists and per-
formers sharing their support to the
reparations movement through their
poetry, singing, music, and dancing.

The final session of the conference
was devoted to the approval of the plat-
form for the National Coalition. The
key points of the platform are: 1) mo-
netary compensation to individuals who
suffered from the evacuation, 2) restitu-
tion to the Japanese American commu-
nity, 3) exposing the racism of and over-
turning the legal basis that has justified
the evacuation and the camps, 4) sup-
porting other groups that have suffered
or are suffering from unjust actions taken
by the U.S. government and 5) educating
the American public so that future gene-
rations may learn from the mistakes of
the past.

Those present at the closing session
developed future plans and activities to
be implemented by each local region of
the National Coalition. These future ac-
tivities include: continued community
outreach through petitions, surveys and
educational-presentations; a nation-wide
coordinated series of events on the Feb-
ruary 19 “Days of Remembrance” to
focus attention on the reparations move-
ment; mobilization for the commission
hearings, and the development of educa-
tional materials. To contact the NCRR,
call LTPRO at (213) 620-0761.

—Alan Nishio
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In recent years, many groups and in-
dividuals have become involved in the
issue of the wartime incarceration of
Japanese Americans. Nikkei of all gen-
erations and background are coming to-
gether in their common belief that
some amends must be made for the in-
justice. Although there is great basic
unity on the issue, varying approaches
to it have been taken or proposed.
Most are efforts to find a policy which
‘will unite and lead the community.
Japanese Community Progressive Alli-
ance (JCPA) and the Little Tokyo
People’s Rights Organization (LTPRO)
would like to present our views on the
movement for redress and reparations,
and on how to approach the upcoming

struggles.
History

The movement for reparations/redress
(R/R) goes back a long way. The 1948
Evacuation Claims Act was the first
attempt to gain compensation for the
camps experience. However, it resulted
in only token payments to but a few
internees. The 24,000 claimants receiv-
ed only ten cents on the 1942 dollar,
and claims were limited to *‘tangible”
and completely documented losses. It
took seventeen years before the last of
these claims was settled.

Through the years, the camps experi-
ence has been the focus of community
concerns and activities. A proposal was
once discussed to have the government
Issue a postage stamp commemorating the
incarceration. At the birth of the
Asian Movement in the Sixties, the
camps were identified as a major ex-
perience shaping Asian American and
Japanese American identity. Annual
pilgrimages to the campsites were begun,
and the Manzanar Committee and Tule
Lake Committee were founded. The
concentration camps spawned a wealth
of articles, books, poetry, plays, films,
slideshows, classes and programs. A
campaign was successfully fought to re-
peal Title II of the Internal Security
Act of 1950, which authorized the pre-
sent and future use of concentration
camps. In 1976 President Gerald Ford
was pressured to revoke Executive Or-
der 9066, which sent the Japanesé-to
the camps in the first place. The
issue has been ever present in the hearts
and minds of Japanese America.

In the 1970s the Japanese American

Citizens League (JACL) took up the redress

Issue as a major campaign. At its 1978
National Convention in Salt Lake City,
JACL members voted overwhelmingly
for monetary compensation of $25,000
per person interned. In July of 1980,
the JACL was instrumental in obtaining
legislation to establish a fact-finding
Commission on Wartime Relocation.,
During this same period, the National
Council for Japanese American Redress
(NCJAR) was formed in Seattle, and
lobbied for a bill to be introduced in
Congress by Representative Mike Lowry.
This bill calls for individual monetary
compensation of $15,000 and $15.00

per day of internment.

Grassroots Organizing

JCPA and LTPRO have also played
an active role in this movement. Our
emphasis has been on grassroots organ-
izing in the community and bringing to-
gether all those who can be united on
the R/R issue.

In 1978, JCPA initiated the Tule
Lake Committee, which has sponsored

three pilgrimages to that concentration
camp site. This laid the foundation
for future R/R work in Northern Cali-
fornia. LTPRO participated in pil-
grimages to Manzanar and lead in form-
ing the Los Angeles Community Coali-
tion on Redress/Reparations (LACCRR).
We developed our basic policy on
the R/R issue and have sought to win
support for it. Its main points are:
direct monetary compensation, the
establishment of a fund for community.
use, overturning the legal basis for the
incarceration, support for others who
are threatened by similar acts of in-
justice, and to educate the public-at-
large about the experience.

Working in a National Coalition

Through both of our R/R Commit-
tees, we have: conducted educational
workshops and community forums,
written dozens of articles in our news-
papers, and made presentations to dif-
ferent campus groups and classes. We
were among the founding organizations
of the National Coalition for Redress/
Reparations (NCRR) which formed in
July, 1980, and adopted our policy.

Since that time, extensive outreach
has been done through the NCRR in
trying to unite with all who are inter-
ested in seeking redress. We have given
talks to numerous community organ-
izations and churches. We have put to-
gether a slide show and organized film
showings on the camps. Our work has
been a concerted effort to reach out to
the Nikkei community in order to build
support for the issue. These efforts
have been rewarded in the number and
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type of groups that have joined and en-
dorsed the NCRR. They include the
Center for Japanese American Studies
(SF), Nihonmachi Outreach Committee
(SJ), NCJAR, JACL chapters in Long
Beach, Sacramento and Palo Alto,
Southside People’s Art Collective, Tule
Lake Committee and Asian State Em-
ployees’ Association in Sacramento.
Asian Legal Services Outreach, Little
Tokyo Service Center (LA), authors
Michi Weglyn and Edward Miyakawa,
and individuals from Boston, New
York, Chicago, San Diego, Portland
and Seattle.

What Approach to the Commission
Hearings ?

The Presidential Study Commission
on the Wartime Relocation will hold"
public hearings in early 1981 in cities
across the U.S. where there are signifi-
cant Japanese populations. The Comis-
sion’s sple purpose is to determine
whether or not an injustice was com-
mitted against the Japanese during the
wartime evacuation and internment.
WE BELIEVE THAT THIS IS A FORE—
GONE CONCLUSION. The burden of
proof should NOT have to fall upon
the Japanese. ‘Why must we prove
that the suspension of all constitutional
and democratic rights of 110.000
people was unjust? Is the forcible re-
moval, incarceration and destruction of
entire communities in the name of
dubious “military necessity” unjust? Is
the denial of our language, culture and
true history in this country unjust?
Were the losses -economic, psycholo-
gical, physical—anything other than

A Hawaiian Nisei’s Ordeal
in a Concentration Camp

Saburo Sugita, age 81, is a retired
businessman, a Hawaiian Japanese
Nisei, living in Gardena.

In addition to the 110,000
Japanese who were forcibly removed
from the Western United States,
Japanese people from Hawaii, Canada,
Central and South America, in varying
numbers, also suffered the same fate.
In Hawaii, 980 suspects were pulled into
the Hawaiian Detention Center, includ-
ing those transferred to the “Justice
Dept. Camps” on the mainland U.S.A.

Altogether, there were 1,037 interned;
912 of them were citizens. (Statistics

from Michi Weglyn's Years of Infamy.)
Mr. Sugita was one such victim.

Q: Can you tell us what happened
after the bombing of Pearl Harbor on
December 7, 19417

Sugita: The FBI and the military
started immediately on their intensive
investigation, arresting Shinto and
Buddhist priests, educators, fishermen,

continued on page 6
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NII{I{EI UNITE! A Progressive Strategy for Redress

S0 staggering that the Japanese com-
munities have never fully recovered
even to this day?

With this in mind, we will utilize
the Commission hearings as a vehicle
10 express our demands for R/R. We
plan to be both inside and outside the
hearings. We will use the media to
put forth our views, and we will help
people prepare to testify at the hear-
ings. While we want to ensure that the
community’s voice is heard, we realize
that not everyone will be allowed to
participate. We want the American
public to know where we stand on
this important issue.

The Commission can only make re-
commendations and does not have the
power to appropriate money. We
are not relying on it, but instead plan
to continue to put pressure on the
government after the hearings have
come and gone. To build the level of
participation in the movement after
the life of the Commission will be a
difficult yet important undertaking.
We must keep foremost in our minds
the lessons we've learned over the years.
It may be years before any congression-
al action will be taken. In particular,
we must always rely on the spirit,
creativity and anger of the majority of
Japanese who want what is rightfully
theirs.

During and after the Commission
hearings, we plan to continue to broad-
en the support for R/R and the five
Principles of Unity of the NCRR. We
will pursue other legal avenues in ob-
taining R/R, and we will further ex-
pand the joint work between JCPA
and LTPRO.

Future Work

Clearly, the struggle for R/R will be
a long and difficult one. It will take
a monumental effort and commitment
from all who support the idea. It will

~take unity, cooperation and strength in

numbers. LTPRO and JCPA recognize
that in order to win, all the forces in-
volved must be united and there must
be as much input and participation as
possible.

Through the NCRR, we are attempt-
ing to build that unity and involvement
among the majority of Nikkei who
truly desire justice and compensation.
This can only be done if the movement
1s firmly rooted among the people.

Our work has proven that in order to
win demands, we must depend and
rely on mass support, not the judicial
system or a handful of politicians.
The movement for redress involves
people of different social and political
backgrounds. There will be differences
among people as to the exact amount
of compensation and the methods

for obtaining our goals. Some, for
instance, may want to concentrate

on the redress aspect, with monetary
compensation as a secondary goal.

We believe that such differences of
view, which are natural in any com-
plex issue, can and must live together
within the unified front for reparations
and redress. The point is that people
can—and are—uniting around the
common goal of seeing that justice

is done after almost forty years.

The movement for reparations/
redress concerns an issue that
affects all Japanese in this country.
Our ability to raise one strong, unified
voice will be tested throughout the
campaign. We can—and must—show that
unity is possible if we are to win
justice and reparations now!

The Editors
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had worked for with years of hard
work and sacrifice was felt by all.
Some families experienced extreme
sadness losing their sons in the war.
Such bitter feelings were expressed like:
“This is a wretched life. Here we are
enemy aliens behind barbed wire, and
our sons are off at the battle line dying
. . . it doesn’t make any sense!” Many
suffered mental breakdowns of varying
degrees and many deaths were caused
directly from this miserable existence.
There were families with fathers
and husbands who were imprisoned in
other concentration camps in New
Mexico for example. At one point,
some of those families were ordered to
move to another “family separation
center.” They had no idea what was
ahead; the rumors were that they
might be deported to Japan. Such
mental anguish adding to the already
insecure state of the people was terrible.
(: Could you briefly give us your
impression of the administration’s views

continued from page 5

Q: What were some of the political
issues in camp and how were they
implemented?

Sugita: Each block elected a block
manager (of which I was one) and a
weekly meeting was held at the Center
Project Director’s office, where we,

as representatives, were allowed to
address our grievances. | was eager for
this responsibility. My feelings were
that through this body, we could press
the administration for many needed
improvements, and being forced into
these camps should not stop us from
speaking out, as we had nothing more
to lose.

I recall one of the first meetings
when one of the directors casually |
addressed us as “. . . you Japs ...” In
my anger, | raised my objections to it,
‘and caused the other members of the
block council to chastise me. Still
| felt that it was necessary for us to
exercise strongly our rights to speak out
at such instances.

At some point, we also formed a
Japanese Federation Club, to take
stands with “drastic” measures, if neces-
sary, for improvements of conditions.
There was mixed reaction to this—a
group of Isseis was spirited and eager
to move, while some advocated a
stance of silence “for the wise man
does not court danger” was the saying.
Other attempts developed, such as
forming a national communication net-
work with other camps throughout |
the country, to exchange views and |
ideas on how to best deal with these
questions. Some of those efforts fell |
to the wayside, but through these i
various means, and by degrees, our '
demand for more coal supply, equip-
ment for work, clothing supply, g
expanding the farm group, sports and !

E
|

and how this affected activities?

Sugita: The camp’s officials were
comparatively fair and generally dis-
interested on the whole, was my
personal impression. However, there
were intermittent periods when camp
officials would bear down with tighter
and stricter controls based on their
assessment of the situations. People
would hear of arrests being made

for possessing and listening to short-
wave radios, or people were cautious
about the language and content of their
conversation when discussing the war
or such matters. Also, rumors of various
incidents of struggle going on at other
camps which were situated in the near
West Coast area would filter in and

this would cause uneasiness and much
speculation. Also, overall, factors such
as the long history of legal and racial
injustice that Isseis suffered, long before
the war, affected our behavior and
sometimes became an obstacle in acting
for reforms.

Nisels
Ordeal in
Concentration

Camp

community leaders and businessmen.
They took us in for interrogation and
that was the last we saw of our families
until about one year later. We were
kept in the Immigration compound for
months, and later transferred to “Sand
Island™ Detention Camp, which was a
military POW camp as well, located

a few miles off the coast of Honolulu
Harbor.

Q: What was it like at Sand Island?
Sugita: We were under strict guard at
all times. Every morning and evening, we
stood in line to be checked for attend-
ance. The camp was encircled by an
electrical wire fence with S guard
towers manned with machine guns.
Also, there was a S-foot boundary area
from the fence and anyone who crossed
that area would be shot, we were
wamed. One person was Kkilled in that
manner, but our protest came to no
avail. In fact, any kind of dissent was
quelled immediately in military dis-
ciplinary fashion.

Life on Sand Island was grim. Each
week, a few more of our friends would
“join™ us, while a number of Isseis
would be taken away to be shipped
out to the mainland concentration
camps. At that time, we had no idea
where they were being shipped to,
s0 an ominous gloom would prevail
at each parting. We would all sing
“banzai” farewell. This was forbidden
too and for that, our rice at meal
time was taken away and substituted
with bread for a time. .

Q: I understand that all of you
agreed to eventually voluntarily move
o the concentration camps on the
mainland?

Sugita: Yes, to be united with our
families, we agreed to go to the camps,
and for the first time in 11 months,
our wives or relatives were allowed to
visit us to discuss this move. We were
then sent to Jerome, Arkansas.

Q: Can you describe some of the
aspects of the physical environment,
also the mood and atmosphere of

the times?

Sugita: In Jerome, which was in the
swampland of the Mississippi Delta,
the summers were hot and sultry.
Insects and snakes were abundant.
When it rained, it flooded the camps.
We later transferred to another camp,
Heart Mountain, Wyoming, when
Jerome closed down, and there, the
desert heat was scorching, and winters
were harsh with blizzards and sub-zero
weather. Also, in between, we had
the sand storms and hail storms. At
night, we could hear the howling of
wolves and coyotes in the distance.

While some time was spent in
idleness, it was a restricted life at all
imes. Japanese language schools
were prohibited, of course. People
were careful about the conversations
In any group gatherings. When New
Year’s Day came, emotions were
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recreational funding, etc., were won.
When I moved to Heart Mountain
Camp, I was asked to join the Block
Council and my wife, too, urged me to
become involved again. I was reluctant,
for as a newcomer, I did not feel that
{ would be able to contribute as much.
But at that time, there was among
the mess hall chefs and workers, a’
demand for the resignation of the Mess
Hall Inspector due to his hostile atti-
tude, and in addition, that the staple of
cod fish be replaced with the more
palatable (to Asians) tuna fish. |
became very involved again, and though
our proposal was in the minority in the
council, it all turned out for the best
eventually, for we thereafter saw the last
of the likes of cod, and had sashimi,
mackerel, etc., to everyone’s satisfaction.
The petition to replace the inspector
also materialized.
Q: What are your feelings about the
redress/reparations movement that is
now taking place in the communities?
Sugita: When I look back to those
years, the Japanese people lost every-
thing and were forced to live in those
miserable camps for three to four
years. It was a bitter, unforgettable
experience. | am glad to hear that
it will now be brought out fully and .
fought for, I have written up my
experiences so that my grandchildren
will know what happened then. This
R/R issue will serve such an educational
purpose too.
Q: Do you feel that monetary pay-
ments should be demanded of the
government at this time?

_ £
}% Vi |
442nd infantry G l.s from boot camp in Mississippi visiting relatives and friends -
in concentration camps. Mr and Mrs. Saburo Sugita (center).

Photo courtesy of Saburo Sugita

Boyle Heights Nisel
Favor Cash Payments

As part of our work in Boyle both individual payments and the
Heights, TAKENOKO would like to community fund concept. In addition,
share with the community some of many also favored an apology from
the initial results of our door-to-door the government. They were interested
outreach around the issue of Redress in the campaign and were open to
and Reparations (R/R). attending educationals in the future.

We developed a questionnaire Some felt there was a definite need to
with 14 questions about R/R, includ- have the American public educated

_ing personal experience with the camps, about the camp experience. In addi-
and views about the causes of the incar-  tion, these people were often also
ceration, as well as opinions about the concerned with other issues such as
R/R issue. With each person surveyed, crime in the community, education,
we also sought their ideas about the senior citizens’ housing, and isolation
general situation of Japanese Americans within the community.
in Boyle Heights, and about the need Two persons were not interested
for a community organization. in the issue or declined to discuss it.

We identified the households with TAKENOKO will continue to
Japanese surnames on one residential work around the campaign for redress
street in Boyle Heights and began to and reparations. We are now a part

of the NCRR and feel this issue will be

heavy with thoughts of the past and
the future. The difficulty of coping was
felt more keenly. Questions like, “what
has happened to our homes, our farms,
our shops . . ." People would also talk
about the various tasks that they might
be engaged in around the crops on the
{arm, the orchard. . . . but always, the
keen frustration of having lost all they

visit them on weekend days in Sep-
tember and October. Seventeen persons
in all were surveyed.

All those surveyed were Issei,
Nisei, Nisei-Kibei or Japanese immi-
grant. The average age given was 60.

Of the people surveyed, 88% were
{or redress and reparations. All of
these favored monetary compensation,

a major one, as evident from the initial
outreach we have done. This issue is
of particular importance now, since
the congressional study commission
will begin early next year,
' ~TAKENOKO

_ Denise F. Yamamoto

Sugita: By all means, monetary pay-
ment should be the demand. Even in
terms of property losses alone, our
demands are minimal and justified,
although there is no amount of money
which can repay for all the other kinds
of hardship that people suffered.

~Interview by Lillian Nakano
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From the Novel Tule Lake
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restricted, blue for free, and yellow

for agricultural camps to concentrate
Japanese Americans for the duration of
the war. ‘“‘These work camps could be
set up under armed guard, for the wel-
fare and protection of the Japanese from
possible vigilante activities. The com-
munity would remain intact and share in
the winning of the war. With your con-
sent and willing cooperation, it would

silence once and for all the loud minority

who question your loyalty.”

“PREPOSTEROUS!” Kageyama
booms from the back of the room.

Startled eyes turn to Kageyama.
He stands redfaced and angry. “You
are suggesting we go to slave labor
camps? Preposterous!”

1 feel relief and shock hearing
Kageyama shout at the Governor. He
looks in disbelief at Kageyama. His
voice is drained of friendliness and
warmth.

“Slave labor camps,” he repeats
slowly. “Nothing of the sort. If I am
correct, I believe most of the men
assembled here would be willing to
evacuate without protest if ordered to
do so.”

“They have said nothing. You
cannot assume they would be willing
to take their families behind barbed

wire and machine guns,”” Kageyama says.

“The program we propose would
eliminate any military involvement,” the
Governor says, “and give you people a
chance to control your own destinies.”

“We control our own destinies now.
We are Americans like you!” Kageyama

shouts. The room is stunned into silence.

We are ushered into the FBI office.

The head agent, a Mr. Olson, asks Father

for his alien registration. He looks it
over carefully, then hands it back and
motions for us to be seated. On his
desk is a copy of the Mainichi Times,
the latest issue containing Kageyama'’s
article. The agent picks it up and
asks Father, “"What do you know about
this editorial written by this man,
Kageyama?”

“I am the publisher of the Mainichi
Times, and owner and 1 have f{inal
say on matters of editorial policy.”

“You knew what this man was
saying and yet you decided to print it?”

“Yes.”

“Why?”

“Why?"’ Father looks at the article.

“My father spent many hours debating

whether to print it or not,” I answer.

“Because it is my responsibility,”
Father says.

“Your responsibility?”’

“In a democracy it is important for
all views to be heard.”

I notice a slight glimmer in the
agent’s eyes, as he is informed by an
“enemy alien” about democracy.

“In time of world war?"”

“l believe in this country and the
freedom it stands for. It is what
protects me.”

“This man, Kageyama. You know
him well?”

“Yes, he is my wife's cousin.”

“Is this the same man who insulted
the Governor of California?”

“I do not understand.”

“At the governor’s meeting for
Japanese community leaders, a man
stood up and called the governor's pro-
posed agricultural labor camps ‘slave
labor camps.” Is Kageyama this same
man?”’

) §

“Does he have any political ties to
Japan, to the Emperor of Japan?”

“He does not care the least about

the politics of Japan nor the Emperor,”

Father answers. “'I have never heard
him talk about anything but democracy!
He is an American citizen and a veteran
of World War I, and very proud of it!”

The agent questions Father about
Kegayama’s Beliefs, his relatives in
Japan, his financial interests in Japan.

“] think we need to consider the
ties to the old country in the sense that
all Americans were at one time or |
another aliens in a foreign land,” I say.
“We are not yet even one generation
removed from Japan. We are inextrica-
bly interwoven with all aspects of
Japanese life, It is the same for all
those who have come from another
country to search for the promise
of America.” I see Father wishes I
had not spoken.

When the questioning is finished,
the FBI agent says to Father, “There
is a world war going on. It is a time for
discretion, not a time to carelessly ex-.
press your political views and opinions.
It would be wise for you to desist
printing anything inflammatory that
would raise questions about your
loyalty.”

Father answers, “No, no, there will
not be any more such articles.”

Back in the car, Father says, “Drop
me off at the office and go immedi-
ately to Florin to tell Kageyama what
has happened. I think he should be
ready to leave. He is going to be
arrested soon.”

I drive south along the Sacramento
River until I get to Florin Road, then
head due east for several miles. In
the countryside, I feel the contrasts
of city and rural life and remember how
much I have always enjoyed escaping

to the fields lined with neat rows of vine,

the contours of rich black soil.
As | enter Florin, I can see the
center of town where railroad tracks
and country road intersect, the dirt
road bumping across tracks through a
grove of eucalyptus and emerging
once more into cultivated fields. The
town, unchanged from decades past,
is built on both sides of the road and
both sides of the tracks. Within its
half mile there are all the necessities
of a Japanese community: Ishikawa's
general merclandise store, a fish
market, a tofu-ya, a red-white-and-
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blue striped barber pole in front of a
barber shop, a garage, a feed and
seed store, a boardinghouse, and a
restaurant.

It 1s a very small western town
of Orientals. a foothold for many
Japanese farmers in the San Joaquin
Valley. This is where Father and
Mother became farmers for the first
two years of their immigrant lives,
and later it became a stop on Father’s
bicycle pharmacy business.

Some say the Kageyamas were the
first Japanese to settle here. Others
claim there were Issei pioneers who
settled here on their way to the Gold
Hill Silk Colony in the 1870’s. Through
the grove of towering trees, 1 watch the
town disappear in the rear view mirror.

Beyond the trees there is no direct
sun, but an overcast light reflecting off
water trapped in holes and ruts. Soon
the half dried mud will be transformed

to fine summer dust browning a pale sky.

The Kageyama house is a mile past
Florin, set at the end of a narrow road.
It is a quarter mile off the highway,
flanked by gnarled grape vines. The
green foliage smells like spring. When
I drive up to the house, I know Obasan
is watching me. Now in her seventies,
she has become over the years,.a grand-
parent surrogate to Gordie and me. She
always wears a simple cotton print dress
with her silver hair tied in a bun behind
her head. Her warm smile sends me
back to all the family gatherings that
have taken place here, and the decades
before when Father was still a young

[llustration by Ron Battle

man on his bicycle, delivering aspirins,
band aids, iodine, and cough medicines.

We exchange bows. She asks about
Mother and Father. Always I am struck
by her—she seems an anachronism—an
elderly Japanese woman, small and deli-
cate, yet strong and resilient like bamboo.
After fifty years in this country, she
speaks no English and bows as if she still
lives in Japan. Framed by the front
porch of her square white farm house,
she looks to me a perfect mixture of
rural American and rural Japanese.

| ask for Kageyama. She nods to
the barn, where he is loading crates.
When Kageyama sees me, he stops and
smiles. Around his eyes there are gentle
lines, furrowed by hot suns; the corners
crinkle when he smiles.

“This is pleasant surprise,” Kageyama
says. “When I heard the car up the
road, I couldn’t imagine who would be
coming. What brings you?”

“Not good news,” I say. I look up
at the wooden crates stacked six high on
the truck bed.

He follows my eyes and before |
can reply further, he says, “If you don't
mind, I'll finish loading while we talk.”

“Please. Maybe | can help.” I grab
some crates and begin stacking.

“1 enjoy physical work,” he says.

“lI don’t have to do this now if |

choose not to, but I cannot sit around
idly wondering what’s going to happen.”
He speaks in a matter of fact way with
the same candor he showed at the
governor's meeting.

I can smell the sweat of the man.
His muscles are still rock hard, his face
and arms are dark, a healthy outdoor
tone even in winter. In the rhythmic
swing of lifting and swaying, the boxes
slide easily and swiftly from stack
to stack.

“1 hope I'm in as good condition
as you when I'm fifty!” 1 shout.

“I've been doing this long time.

You city guys don't get much practice.
I was gone for few years when I was

in army in Europe, and few years when
1 tried being navigator on fishing boat.
But I came back. I guess this is where
I belong.”

When the truck is loaded to capacity,
Kageyama threads two lines on opposite
sides through hooks and cinches them
tight. When he finishes lashing, he
motions me to get into the truck. “Come
with me. It’s a beautiful day.”

“I'd love to.” I climb into the old
model T flat-bed. It coughs and sputters
to life, crawls slowly into motion
drowning out our voices in the uproar.

“I haven’t been around these fields
for a long time. They’re beautiful,”

1 shout.

Above the noise he calls out, “When

Dad came here, he used to say, "You

continued on page 8

[lustration by Ron Battle
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continued from page 7
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should see land then—barren—like waste
land ' I often wondered what men like

Dad and others saw in it. Maybe they

saw nothing except chance to own land.

| guess that’s what it was.”

[ can feel every bump in the road.
| hang on to keep from bouncing and
hitting my head on the roof. Dusty
roof, dusty seats, dusty truck: the dust
is part of living and working out here.

| strain to listen to his voice above
the sound of the engine. ““The early
Japanese took what land they could
get,” 1 say. %

“It was worthless to anyone else
or they wouldn’t have sold it to us.
When other Japanese heard about
it they followed and pretty soon it is
all Japanese community. They pooled
cverything to survive:gnoney, seed,
equipment, muscles. They didn’t give
up easily,” he adds.

Mesmerized by the sounds and
smells, by the whirring of the engine,
Kageyama falls into a reverie of the
past. The long rows fly by as if we
were sitting stationary in the center of
a long brown spoked pinwheel. He
shouts, “I think he loved this land . . .
| understand him now.”

He slows the truck and pulls up
under a roofed field shed. He gets
out, unties the ropes, climbs onto
the back and begins to hand crates
down to me. We work silently, until
he pauses, taking a red handkerchief out
to wipe away sweat from his brows.
He motions for me to sit beside him
on the seat. Breathing heavily, he
says, “We had to be different out here.
Had to gamble and try different ideas
so we could survive. One year we tried
grapes. They had never grown here,
but we had to try something new. It
worked and pretty soon grapes began
to be regular part of crops. One year
we tried to grow strawberries between
rows of grape vines. People laughed.
They thought we were crazy. But
after two years of failure, that worked
too. Inch by inch we brought this
land to life. Now look at it. It’s
valuable land. There’s lots of people
who would like to buy this land . . .
or take it away,” Kageyama pauses.
“Of course, you didn’t come to listen
to me ramble on about early days.”

“l enjoy hearing what you have
to say.”

He nods and waits for me to go on.

“The FBI. They called Dad and me
for an interview at their office.”

“They were asking about me?”

“Yes. Because of the editorial.
Father thinks you will be arrested soon.
He says you should pack and be ready
to go.”

“He is right. They will come. Many
have been arrested who have said
nothing. | was very outspoken. But

| have right to speak up. | am American

ctizen.”

As we drive back to the barn, he
asks, “Do you understand Japanese
people?”

| remain silent. He looks question-
ingly at me. “Of course you are
Japanese and so you understand. But
that does not always mean you really
understand.”

“It is possible,” | answer, not com-
mitting myself,

“That is good you are cautious. Of
course you do not understand what |

am saying. What I did at governor’s

office is not like Japanese, not like my-

self. I do not wish to caus#® trouble,
to question authority. So you may
wonder why I am acting as I am.”

| nod.

“If a man believes as I do, he
should sacrifice. But to ask a man
for sacrifice for half truths and lies?

[ cannot submit.”

“But maybe the Governor is right
when he says he has a responsibility
to everyone. And he has information
from police departments, FBI, military.
Do you think it is possible there is
some truth to all the rumors?”

for her. She will be able to stay with
you?”

“Yes, we have prepared for her,”

I reply, still trying to keep up with
the conversation.

“My mother? The Issei? Danger-

ous? That is very funny. Of course she
still loves old country. She has senti-
mental memories of childhood. That is
being human. But they ignore her age
and say she can’t be trusted. Do you
believe my mother is spy? What about
your father? Is he spy? Are you spy
if governor or FBI says you are?”

“No,” I say. I suddenly feel incon-

Illustration by Ron Battle

responsibilities.

“I wanted to go to college . . . but
I didn’t make it. But man does not
have to go to college to become edu-
cated. I have studied much history
and government. I marvel at democratic
system. Yet, you and [ both know
Orientals are the only people in this
country who can’t become citizens.
Man’s laws are not always just. So we
can’t just obey blindly. When there
is injustice, we must stand up against
it. Do you understand?”

“Yes I'do. But maybe 1 don’t have
your guts. Maybe the system will still
rescue us.” |

“You mean Tolan hearings?”
Kageyama asks.

“It is a place we can express our
views.” ,

“Don’t get your hopes too high.

It is also place for those against us to
speak up.” -

“We are innocent. We myst be
proven guilty.” e

Kageyama breathes deeply. “If
there is one thing I have learned study-
ing history, it is this: injustice breeds
injustice.”

“Come,” Kageyama says, getting
out of the truck. At the barn door he -
stops and says, “‘Ben, this may be last
time I will see you for long time. They
will come soon and take me to North
Dakota or Crystal City. There will be
need of strong voice for Japanese.
When time comes, you must speak up.”

He looks back across the fields he
has tilled with his father, at long
perfectly straight lines of brown and
green, now quiet under an overcast that
swallows shadows and deepens the
stillness.

L

“Truth? What is truth at time like

this? Why do you talk like that to
me? You think I lie? Everything was
calm until newspapers and radio began

gruous. Bumping in a dusty truck along
a small country road, talking with
Kageyama about freedom. He looks
like so many others, bending over straw-
berry plants, cutting lettuce with flat-
blade knives under sun and heat so

Copyright 1979 Edward T. Miyakawa
Reprinted by permission of the author.
Tule Lake is available at the Amerasia

Bookstore, Los Angeles or Kinokuniya
Books, San Francisco, or through

to call us disloyal. Japanese live near
waterways, power lines, assembly plants,
highways. They had to take land no
one wanted. Left-overs. Is that truth
to you? And Mother . . . we must plan

Tule Lake Author Speaks at R&R Program

Edward Miyakawa was born in
Sacramento in 1934. He was
interned in Tule Lake with his
family in 1942; they remained there
until it was designated a segregation
center, at which time they obtained
clearancé to move to Boulder,
Colorado. In 1951 he returned
to Sacramento and subsequently
received a degree in architecture at
UC Berkeley. In the mid-'50s he
began intensive research into the camps,
determined to help educate others.
Ten years later, as Watts and other
minority communities exploded, he
began writing Tule Lake, his first book,
its completion coming twelve years later.
Since 1974, Edward Miyakawa and his
wife Mary have founded and participated
in Plan Loving Adoptions Now (PLAN),
a parent oriented adoption agency in
Oregon for homeless children world-
wide.

On November 8, 1980, Mr. Miyakawa

spoke at the NCRR’s Community Pro-
gram on Redress/Reparations in San

Francisco. Here are some excerpts from

his remarks:

[Before the War]

“. . . I remember that I was bilingual

.. . I could speak to my grandfather
and grandmother in their own language,
I could speak to all Issei, the pioneers

who built the Japanese communities . . .

I was secure and loved. 1 felt one with

intense I know I could give them twenty
years and still not match their endurance
and stamina. And here is one of them
telling me about government and my

my heritage; my identity was clear.
Being Japanese was being happy and
whole.”

[In the Camps]

“All semblances of normal family
life broke down. Qur community
had been destroyed. Its structure,
that had provided us with peace and
cooperation, was undermined . . . From
peaceful communities that survived
fifty years of struggle and difficulties,
we had gone to concentration camps
to leamn violence.,”’

[The Aftermath]

“We didn't see obaachan and
ojiichan anymore, except for the rare
occasions every fourth or fifth year
that we visited the Chicago tenements
.. . I was depressed, seeing them living
in the slums, working as dishwashers

and janitors, exhausted not only by their

new lifestyle, but by the five flights of
stairs to their apartment. They became
like strangers to me; they couldn’t

speak English, and I could now only

House by the Sea Publishing Company
8610 Highway 101

Waldport, Oregon 97394.

$12.95 hardcover, $7.95 paperback.

speak broken Japanese."”
[Studying the Camps]

“. .. When I tried to interview
those branded as 'No-No Boys,’ I en-
countered a quiet and embittered
refusal to discuss the camps. I was
intrigued by this group of men . . .

I wanted to tell the story of the men
who were perhaps the true patriots,

persecuted because they refused to com-

promise their belief in democracy.

“As I learned of the bitterness, the
fear, the shattered lives, the alienation,
the irony of homeless Issei imprisoned
while their sons fought for America,
my anger was magnified . . ."” '
|[Future Tasks|

“It is encouraging to me, after
spending twelve years writing and
two years self-publishing Tule Lake,
to see the development of the redress
movement, to see so many Japanese-
Americans young and old, even Sansei
and Yonsei, also greatly troubled by
the camps and working to bring their
story to the American public . . . My
experience tells me it is essential that

we get out the message to the American

people in whatever ways possible.

“The time has come for Japanese-
Americans to demand retribution, to
set the record straight once and for all.
Not only as a protection for ourselves,
but for all Americans, to ensure that

such a violation of constitutional rights

will not happen again . . .”

"
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LTPRO and JCPA have come a long
way in the development of our work
and understanding. As the charac-
ter of our organizations and the support
for our work continue to broaden, the

of our groups. The coming period
will witness intensifying oppression
directed at minority peoples in this
country. At the same time, there will
be increasing resistance in the com-
munities, the workplaces, and the
campuses. LTPRO and JCPA will
continue to fight for full equality and
democratic rights for Japanese people.
We are fighting for control of our
land, our communities and our future

as a people.

To succeed, we must be organized
and united ggihere.is.a-need .for pro-..
gréSSive community organizations like
JCPA and LTPRO, capable of raising
issues that are of concern to Japanese
people. Indeed, we are working toward
a network among Japanese progressive
organizations to share ideas and infor-
mation. This, in turn, may lead to a
statewide, or nationwide, mass Japanese
American organization.

o We-have learned fag@ both our
successes and our mistakes as we

strive to make LTPRO and JCPA
organizations that people can turn to
for guidance and assistance, or can
join for direct involvement. Paramount
. among the lqﬁuns we have learned is
that we must continue to uphold the
interests of the majority of Japanese
j people and suppor{ other minority
and working peoples’ struggles. We
'5 must always rely on the support and ef-
forts of the people. Without this, we
never could have succeeded in our
campaigns to stop the evictions of
tenants and shopkeepers by redev-
elopment. If we had depended solely on
the'legal process or the promises of

politicians, our struggles would have
ended in failure. Instead, we stopped
the redevelopment agencies in San Fran-
cisco and Los Angeles from completely

implementing their destructive plans.
By reaching out to many people and
enlisting their active support, we were
also able to get the government to
build new low-rent housing. This
reliance on the people provides a basic
perspective for all our work—one which
we will maintain in the future.

We must also deepen our historical
and political understanding. This
includes recognizing the many forces
that compose the Japanese national
minority: the churches, students,
the JACL, social service agencies and
various other groups. We must have a
better grasp of our true history in this
country, of the contributions and the
role Japanese played in its development.
We must struggle against the idea that
Japanese are ‘‘committing ethnic sui-
cide” and are “fading away” as a
people. We will not accept the notion
that assimilation/integration/accultura-
tion is the only choice we have, or
that we have “made it” in America.

We have also learned through work
with other community organizations
that the potential for unity among
various sectors on many issues is great.
We must continue to build these ties
and to develop better working relations.
Our ability to unite with the progres-
sive sentiments of organizations, churches,
students and workers is the gauge of
our failure or success. We can accom-
plish much through the strength of our
combined forces.

future holds mucH potential for both ~ *

Fighting for Control of Our

Our organizations have always main-

- tained the right of Japanese to have a

community. Our communities have been
forcibly dispersed and reduced, but the
spirit that built and sustained them re-
mains stronger than ever. Our commu-

- nities are the mirror of our strengths and

accomplishments as Japanese in this
country. They are an integral part of
our identity as a people, and we are
committed to seeing that they are
preserved and rebuilt for future
generations.

Over the ye¥rs, JCPA and LTPRO®
have broadened their work be%nd |
fighting evictions and redevelopment,
to include English classes for Japanese
newcomers and labor support work.

We also have sponsored pilgrimages to
the sites of former concentration
camps, and have lent our support to
campaigns to build community centers
and low-rent housing for Issei and
families. More recently, both*JCPA
and LTPRO have taken up the
reparations/redress issue. We expanded
our work because Japanese face
racism and discrimination in all
aspects of their lives—and that our
two organizations should address

this fact in a concrete way.

The 1980’s w#l be a decade of
asserting our identity, our rights#nd
our power. A nationwide campaign for
redress and reparations presents a unique
opportunity to reach out and bring to-
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gether Japanese all over the country.
For JCPA and LTPRO, this means we
have an equally exciting chance to make
new contacts with many organizations
and individuals from San Diego to New
York. Ttis also a way to strengthen
already existing relations with com-
munity and student groups such as the
Nihonmachi Outreach Committee in
San Jose, the West Coast Asian Pacific
Student Unions and the Tule Lake
Committee in Sacramento.

LTPRO and JCPA will continue to
support each other’s work and will step
up the joint efforts. Join us in raising
the call: “JAPANESE COMMUNITIES—
ORGANIZE AND UNITE! WE'RE
MOVING AHEAD IN THE 1980's!”

From the north, Fukushima.
Tokyo. Okayama and Hiroshima in
the west, From the south, Fukuoka,
Kagoshima. Then Hawaii. Maui. San
Francisco, Los Angeles, Sacramento.

All links in the chain forged by Japa-
nese as they came to this country more
than one hundred years ago.

Portland, Seattle. Watsonville
and Victorville and Oxnard. Ludlow
and nameless mountain camps, as the
Issei made their way, struggling to gain
a foothold in this hostile country as
they laid the track, planted the crops,
and built their towns.

And when their communities were
alive with the many voices and songs of
peoples working and living, when their
children were growing despite the heavy
weight of discrimination and oppression,
then there were ather places to go.
Manzanar, Tule Lake, Poston. Heart
Mountain. Rowher. Places of desola-
tion. Places where dust storms scoured
the earth or where the snow lay deep
and heavy; but it was never enough to
stop the demonstrations, the general

.Strikes, the protests against oppressive
conditions.

After the war, while some went
east vowing never to return, others made
their way back to their old homes. The
camps had separated families, torn apart

communities; but there was determina-
tion to build again. It was to be ano-
ther long struggle—one that continues
today—as large corporations and govern-
ment agencies started the plans to bull-

doze the Nihonmachis and Little Tokyos.

L * *

What is the history of Japanese in the
U.S.? What contributions did Japanese
make to the growth of this country? Has
discrimination against them really been a
widespread and common fact? What are

the roots of today’s progressive movement

in Japanese communities?

In reviewing the real history of
Japanese in Hawaii and the U.S. (a
history almost totally ignored in the
American media and educational system),
one sees that it is a history of people
struggling against oppression in a
country they helped build. It repre-
sents a struggle that continues today,
after a century of exploitation, of
camps, and of forcible evictions and
massive demolitions. Japanese people
in the U.S. today carry on their proud
history in many ways. This article will
present a survey of the first half-century
of that history.

Japanese immigration to the U.S.
began in the late 19th century. The end

[llustration by Wes Senzaki

JA HISTORY: FIRST 50 YEARS

of the Tokugawa dynasty, which had ruled
Japan for 250 years, and the establishment
of the Meiji government in 1869 signalled
tremendous changes in Japanese society.
Massive new programs of industrialization-
taken up in part as protection against
American and European plans to colonize as
in China—created new social problems and
turmoil. Inflation caused the prices of
food staples to increase drastically,
leading to an unprecedented number of
protest and popular uprisings. Taxes
also increased as the common people were
used to subsidize industrial development.
Rural peasants and tenant farmers, now
largely ignored by the Meiji government
and unable to keep up with inflation,
were dislocated and forced to search the
towns and cities for work.

Against this background operated
the labor contractors, newly arrived
from Hawaiian plantations and the U.S.
mainland. The Chinese taken to
America had worked hard building rail-
roads, mining, and more; but now they
were getting “too hard to handle,” and
the Chinese Exclusion Act was about to
pass. Why not use Japanese? The
Huntingtons and Crockers, the capitalist
magnates of the railroads and plantations
wasted little time in luring Japanese

continued on page 11
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AVC

CCSUJL

I'he West Coast Asian/Pacific
Student Conference was held at San
Francisco State University November
| and 2. APSU is dedicated to uniting
Asian/Pacific students by (1) educating
ourselves and bringing to campus an
awareness of the problems that face
Asian communities, as well as encour-
aging participation in the different
groups who are working to solve
these problems; (2) providing an
opportunity for students to become
involved in political issues as Asians
iIn America, (3) building unity with
other Third World individuals and
groups; (4) bringing folks together
for fundraising and cultural programs.

A variety of workshops were held
at the conference: Asian/Pacific
Women, Ethnic Studies/Special
Programs, Art and Culture, Media
Stereotypes, the International Sit-
uation, Draft, Chol Soo Lee Update,
Pilipino Student Organizing, and
American-Born and Foreign-Born
Relations and Asian/Pacific Commu-
nities.

The Asian/Pacific Communities
workshop was of special interest.
Speakers from the Chinatown Pro-
gressive Association and the Japanese
Community Progressive Alliance dis-
cussed the history of the Japantowns
and Chinatowns and the current
issues facing them. A presentation
and slide show on the International
District in Seattle was shown by
JCPA, which revealed the ongoing
struggle between corporate interests
and community needs for housing and
health care.

The workshop participants also
discussed the importance of our ethnic
communities as centers for learning
of and teaching our native heritage and
culture, and places where people can
share and act upon common concerns.

APSU Conference

Examples discussed were the long
struggle by tenants and their support-
ers at San Francisco’s International
Hotel, the Horikawa Restaurant workers’
fight for fair wages and decent working
conditions, and the protests in China-

town against police harrassment of Chinese

youth.

Cultural projects which APSU has
been involved in included the Southern
California APSU Art Collective’s mural
of Chinese Contributions in California,
Visual Communications” dramatic film
presentation Hito Hata: Raise the Banner,
and dancing in the annual Nisei Week
Parade and Ondo. APSU also joined
in JCPA’s seventh annual dinner,
including a well received skit, ““Several
Samurai, or how I learned to work with
the people.” Later this year the Little
Tokyo community will have its annual
mochitsuki.

Language tutoring was also brought
up at the session. Community groups
such as JCPA and CPA have
established highly successful tutoring
programs. San Francisco State’s
APSU has tutored in English in
Chinatown and Japantown. (See
Nihongo Comer.)

APSU’s Northbay Region participated
in the Can Charlie Chan Campaign, in-
cluding successful protests at several
filming sites against racist stereotypes in
the movie. Angry members of the coa-
lation and the Chinatown community
chased away film makers each time they
attempted to shoot.

All in all, the APSU conference
covered the broad spectrum of politi-
cal and cultural activities in which stu-
dents can become involved. For more
information about APSU, contact:

Sheri Miyashiro
Phone: (213) 283-3602

~Raymond Kuroki

Third World
Students Unite!

You call us “disgruntled ethnics”
Because we fight for funds
To put on programs
Showing our cultures — our histories
Addressing student needs
And community concerns
Affecting our people.

You say you’re “‘for the students”

But you cut our classes

“Fire our teachers

Take away our tutorial services

Discourage our career days

Our orientation and recruitment efforts

In order to prevent “reverse discrimination”
And a “too high” minority population.

You say we’re “‘uncivilized”
For being angry at your unconcern — your arrogance
Your Roberts’ Rules of Parliamentary Procedure,
Your secret “open” meetings
Your happy birthday gorillas
Your wooden gavel that slams down
on that hard — wooden — block.

We're Asian, Black, Chicano and Native American Students
Third World and United
And don’t think your wooden hammer can silence us
We're proud of who we are |
Because we know our sweat and blood
Is what really built this country.

Not Crocker, not George Washington, not Christopher Columbus.

L |

You try to erase our lives
our struggles — and achievements
You create Charlie Chan, Tonto, Frito Bandito. Uncle Tom
You tell us to teach the student body
how to use chopsticks
Your idea of Asian American studies
So-called “institution of higher learning”
So “high™ and out of touch with reality.

You know you can’t stay there for long
high up on your fantasy throne
'Cuz we’re exposing people to the real side of you.
The truth is coming out
And like a two-sided coin — you’re changing faces
changing your attitude 3

changing your mind. (Or do you really have a choice?)

Serving us coffee and tea

instead of cold stares
Yelling for more chairs so we can sit comfortable — now.
Saying you’re not responsible for what’s going down — now.
Pointing out flaws in the budget you helped to create - now.

And what about that $30,000 in imaginary school councils?

And what about that $10,000 in reserve?
And what about that “x” amount of money invested in
in prior yr. savings & T-bills?
(and if everyone’s against it now, who voted for it
in the first place?)

Should have thought about all that before.
Before you decided Asians were non-struggle introverts.
Before you decided you could pit us one against another.
Before you decided to give us nothing for our efforts.
(or as you would state it — 150% of nothing
which in my calculations still amounts to nothing)

No use trying to split us by throwing us chicken feed.
‘Cuz you can see we're standing up!

We're Third World and United
And now we’re in control.

We have you calling peanut budgets back
from the President’s desk.

We have you yelling across that long table
at each other.

We have you dishing out thousands of dollars that was nowhere
- to be found — before.

We’re Third World and United
And the mountain moving day is here!
And we're moving mountains!

~Sheri Miyashiro
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such as James Phelan did much to

encourage mob attacks and other physical
violence against Japanese people.

E
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Japanese Communities Organize
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continued from page 9
In the face of such conditions Japanese
people formed communities and continued

JA Histo
their struggle for decent lives. The

contract laborers onto boats with promises Jargest concentration of Japanese lay in

- of money and opportunity. Los Angeles, San Francisco, San Jose,
Although groups of Japanese arrived and Sacramento. Communities also arose
as early as 1868, the main influx to the  in Seattle and Portland. Within the
U.S. began in the 1880’s. Japanese worked communities, which encompassed a broad
in many backbreaking jobs, as farmworkers, range of urban and rural working people

railroad workers, or in canneries. Others
labored in coal and copper mines in

Colorado and Utah. The pay and work
conditions were not good: Japanese rail-
road workers on the Northern Pacific line
laid track in mid-winter for less than $1 a
day. In the decades that followed, the
labor of Japanese in the U.S. helped
develop California and other Western
states into centers of the nation’s wealth

in agriculture, minerals, and raw materials.

In farming alone, Japanese used intensive
labor and innovative techniques to trans-
form thousands of acres of California
desert and other wasteland--which had
been written off by American settlers
and farmers—-into rich areas of vegetable
and fruit crops.

It was in part because of these contri-

butions that Japanese in the U.S. continued

to face severe discrimination and
oppression. While Issei farmers turned
desert into prosperous farmland, they

were prohibited by the California Land
Act from owning any of the earth they

cultivated. ‘At the same time that they
helped build the roads and cities of the
western United States, they were denied
any chance at citizenship. The Japanese
Exclusion Act, passed in 1924, closed the
door to any further immigration. More
than 500 pieces of legislation against
Japanese eventually passed, including laws
which prescribed segregated schools and

prohibited entrance into many occupations.

Labor unions refused to admit Japanese,
and the racist and chauvinist pronounce-

ments of the newspapers and politicians

and families, various organizations were

established to help meet the needs of the

people; these ranged from kenjinkai
(prefectural associations) to cultural clubs
to political-activist groups. These all took
up the concerns and interests of people in
the community, and helped them with
problems or in hard times. The streets

were lined with small shops, boarding houses
churches, and cafes. Those in outlying

areas came to visit friends or see a show,
to go to church or shop or get medical
help. These were their communities,
their homes.

Understanding the strength to be gained

by mutual support, Japanese in the U.S.
always strove to organize, both within
and outside of their communities.
Militant strikes and resistance to
exploitation on Hawaiian plantations
and in Oxnard. California sugarbeet
farms (held with Mexican farmworkers
in 1903) are examples of early struggles.
Japanese workers were instrumental in
forming the Alaskan Cannery Workers
Union, and sacrificed their lives in the
Ludlow Massacre of 1914, where they

were shot down by Colorado state militia
for helping to organize coalminers.

Japanese longshoremen added their

determined effort to.the successful West
Coast strikes in the 1930’s. From their

first years in the U.S. and Hawaii, Japanese

waged strong and heroic struggles against
oppression and exploitation, and for full
and equal rights.

San Francisco Group to
Build Low Cost Housing

Low and moderate income housing
has become increasingly scarce in San
Francisco’s Nihonmachi as an outgrowth
of the redevelopment process that has
been going on for over 30 years. In
response, the JCPA initiated the form-
ation of the Japanese Community Un-
ited for Housing (JCUH), a non-profit
housing development corporation in
Nihonmachi. Its purpose is to build
badly needed low-income housing in
the Nihonmachi community and to
start a process to recover and rebuild
this community devastated by redevel
opment.

The JCUH Board of Directors‘is made
up of a broad representation of the Japa-
nese community: Koichi Ando, Nobiru-
Kai (Japanese Newcomers’ Group); Pete
Healey, Nihonmachi Little Friends; Jean
Hibino, JCPA; James Kuromiya, Chol
Soo Lee Committee; Brent Kato, Nihon-

WELDON'S MAAKET & DEL)
grocerias - beer - wine - sandwiches

8. FREDDIE POWELL

managernr

machi Legal Outreach; George Iwao, Nisei
Fishing Club; Wayne Nishioka, J-A Demo-
cratic Club; Yukio Wada, J-A Religious
Federation Housing, Inc., Kaz Nakamoto,
businessman; Wayne Osaki, architect.
(Organizations for purposes of identifi-
cation only.) The Board and volunteer
staff have already chosen one possible
site, are negotiating to acquire the site,
and are seeking grant funding for con-
struction and rehabilitation.

Currently JCUH is seeking member-
ships and donations to show support for
this project and to raise funds to cover
the costs of publicity and consultant
work. Individual memberships are $10,
family memberships $15, and organiza-
tional memberships $25. For further
information write to JCUH, c¢/o JCPA,
1858 Sutter Street, San Francisco
94115. Memberships and donations
are tax deductible. —Dave Okita

. 1981 Sutter St.. San Francisco, California 84115
Bus. ([415) 563-0190 Home (415) 931-3730

M. DOBASHI

YAMATO AUTO REPAIR

e

L

Nisei Mary-Nomura,

“The Songbird of Manzanar,”

entertains the NCRR audience

at the conference's cultural program on Nov. 15 (see story on page 1).

Nihonmachi Outreach Committee

New Directions

In June of 1979, a group of con-
cerned individuals—social service work-
ers, students, and residents— came to-
gether to form the Nihonmachi Out-
reach Committee (NOC) in San Jose.
We formed out of concern about rede-
velopment in the San Jose Japantown
area, particularly around any moves to
transform the Japanese community into
a tourist trap.

As our work developed in the San
Jose Japantown community, we also
got involved in other types of com-
munity activities. We assisted the
Japanese American Community Senior
Service with their annual fundraising
Mochitsuki and participated in the
Nikkei Matsuri arts and crafts festival.
We also helped mobilize for the May
1980 pilgrimage to Tule Lake concen-
tration camp which was sponsored by
the Tule Lake Committee of Northern
California.

In May of 1980 we began to discuss
the need for us to expand the scope
of our ongoing activities. We recog-
nized the need for an ongoing organ-
ization that took up the broad con-
cerns and needs of the Japanese com-
munity— cultural awareness, social
needs of Issei, racism and discrimina-
tion against Japanese, housing in the
community. We were also concerned
about the general need to revive “com-

(213) 282-9090

CONGRATULATIONS—JCPA & LTPRO!

linda & seiko
HAIR STYLISTS

S46-51186
1800 BusH STREET
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94109

munity spirit”’, particularly on the part
of the Sansei/Yonsei and to rebuild the
Japanese community as a vital center
for Japanese Americans in the area.

We also saw the need for an organization
that sought to unite the various sectors
of the Japanese community: Issei, Nisei,
Sansel and Yonsei; students, small busi-
nessmen, workers and youth; English-
speaking and Japanese-speaking.

Within this perspective, we developed
three new principles of unity to guide
our work:

1) Preserve and promote the develop-
ment of San Jose Japantown. a center
of the Japanese community, in the iIn
terests of the residents, workers, cul-
tural and community groups, small
business and the broader Japanese
American community.

2) Fight in the interests of Japanese
American people against inequality
and discrimination.

3) Promote understanding of the cul-
ture and history of the Japanese in
the United States.

We have formed new committees in
NOC around our new principles which
are the Task Force Committee, Activi-
ties Committee, and the Redress/Re-
parations Committee. We encourage
your support, suggestions participa-
tion in NOC. For more information
call Julie Hatta at (408)287-9710.

806 South Atlantic Blvd.
Monterey Park, CA 91754
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Omedeto gozaimasu! *‘Nihongo
Corner” has much to celebrate — a pro-
mising New Year, a great joint news-
paper reaching across the country, and
now its own first anniversary as a regu-
lar column! Well, this means there are
lots of new readers (I hope) joining us
in the midst of things, but there’s al-
ways something of use (I hope, again)
in our lessons.

BEGINNERS' LESSON 5
Oshogatsu no Aisatsu
New Year's Greetings

Shinnen omedeto gozaimasu!
Happv New Year! (literally, New
Year Congratulations)

Kotoshi mo yoroshiku.

Best regards (for the New Year)
(Some of vou should remember these
from Lesson 1, right?)

DIALOG:

A. K-san! Shinnen omedeto gozaimasu'

K-san! Happy New Year!

flihongo
Corner

K: Ah, omedeto ! Kotoshi mo yoroshiku.

Ah, Happy New Year! Best regards!
A: Yoroshiku onegaishimas. Doko kara

Kimashitaka?

Best regards! Where have you come

from?

K: Nenshi-mawari o shimashita. A-san
wa?
I made a round of New Year's calls.
And you?

A: Eh, watashi mo tomodachi ni shin-
nen no iwai o iimashita.

Yes, I also went to my friends to
offer greetings.

K: So des’ka. Ma, kore kara Oshoga-
tsu Matsuri ni ikimas ga, issho ni
ikimas'ka?

I see. Well, I'm going to the New
Year’s Festival from here, but shall
we go together?

A: Hai, arigato . Issho ni ikimasho.
Oshogatsu Matsuri do iwaimasho yo!
Yes, thank you. Let’s go together.
Let’s celebrate at the New Year's
Festival!

Connie’s Kitchen:

As a child, I can remember my mother
telling me to be very quiet on full-moon
evenungs as one could hear the Great
Rabbit who lives in the moon, pounding
rice into rice cakes. These rice cakes are
known as mochi. Sure enough, to this
day, Icannot relate to the Anglo-Ameri-
can concept of the man-in-the moon, or
that the core of the celestial body consists
of green cheese. When I view the moon
in the sky, I can see a vague silhouette of
a rabbit pounding a giant mortar with a
glant pestle. I can hear the faint sounds
of pounding like that of a heartbeat.

Mochi is more than just rice cakes. It
i1s a tradition, a part of cultural history.
Pounding mochi in hollowed-out tree
stumps is a social event. It is thought that
eating mochi will give one strength when
one is sick. It is gentle on the stomach.
One mochi is equivalent to one bowl of
rice. According to some, a man’s mascu-
linity can be equated to the number of
mochi he can consume in one sitting.
Sumo wrestlers are able to eat a lot of
mochi.

Mochi can be compared to the Judeo-
Christian concept of manna, a bread that
fell from the sky as a gift from God.
Although no one I know has ever seen
manna, | would guess it’s sort of soft,
round, white, and has the consistency of
a baby’s earlobe, just like mochi. Fresh
mochi has the delicate smell of sweet rice.
On New Year'sDay, the very first meal of

every Japanese person is customarily roasted

mochi in soup. Everyone, rich and poor,
partakes of variations of this in order to
insure an auspicious and prosperous year.
Also, mochi-snowman figures called
okasane are displayed in every household.
Okasane consists of one big mochi, a
smaller mochi on top of that and a leafy
tangerine as the head. Pieces of dried kelp
and cuttlefish protrude like arms. This
figure sits on the mantlepiece or any place
of prominence like a guardian figure on
New Year's Day, then is dismantled, cut
up, and eaten the day after.

MOCHI MADNESS

Mochi has many variations. Crispy,
baked pieces of it, flavored with shoyu,
is called arare and can be bought packed
in any market. Kusa mochi is regular
mochi made green with a tea-ike plant and
prepared like regular mochi. Brown rice
mochi is also available locally through
Sogo Health Food Store in Gardena and
L.A. (made fresh on Fridays).

With the innovation of the microwave
oven, people are microwaving mochi, and
it comes out gooey without its brown-
crispyness. It’s OK, but a purist would
surely disapprove.

Roasting Instructions

In a regular oven, spread a little
aluminum foil on a rack. Place the
desired number of mochi spaced even-
ly apart as they puff up and expand
when browned. Turn on the heat and
do not leave the kitchen. Watch
carefully for a few minutes because
they puff and brown very quickly.
Carefully, not to burn your fingers,
remove from the oven and enjoy.

Wonderful Things To Do With Mochi

1. Oshiruko (Sweet Azuki bean soup)
Roast it and plunk it in soup made by
boiling azuki beans with water until
soft. Add sugar to taste and let it
sit overnight
Serve with a sidedish of fsuke-
mono (pickeled vegetables) and some
good tea.

2. Abekawa ( a thicker version of
Oshiruko) Roast it, put it on a
pretty plate and top with a generous
spoonful of hot Anko (sweetened
azuki beans boiled down to a mush-
like consistency).

3. Kibidango: Moisten with water,
then dust with a mixture of kinako
(roasted soybean powder) and sugar.
The myth hero Momotaro (Peach Boy)
was given a box lunch of Kibidangos
by his mother when he went on his

_odyssey to chase the demons of the

Reheat and add the mochi.

— o E— — — o E— S S S E— e S———

nenshi-mawari

round of New Year s calls
kore Kara

from now; from here
onegaishimas

please (when requesting a favor)
iwai 0 1u

offer greetings
issho ni

together
iwau

celebrate
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ADVANCED LESSON 5
Oshogatsu no Tabemono
(Barabara no Hanashiai)
New Year's Food

(A Disjointed Conversation)

E: Ja, mina-san, oshogatsu ni nareba,
nani ga tabetai?
Well, everyone, when New Year’s

come around, what do you want to

eat?

N: Mochiron, mochi ga tabetai yo.
Of course, I want to eat mochi.

K: Mochi ni sureba, ozoni ga ii zo!

- If you're going for mochi, ozoni
is good!

A: Boku mo so omau. Soshite, dezaato
ni wa, mikan!
I think so too. And for dessert
oranges!

islands of Japan.

4. Old standard: Roast it and dip
it in plain shoyu or a mixture of shoyu
and sugar. '

S. Daikon Oroshi: Finely grated ,
white Daikon root seasoned with shoyu
and finely sliced green onions.

6. Miso Natto: Fermented Natto
soybeans seasoned with sweet white
miso, green onions and a tad of shoyu.

The last two are more commonly

I: Mikan ka? Dakendo, ora no kitaguni
de, nikuman no kuu beh.

Oranges? But us northern folk
gobble down porkbuns too.

Y: Sore to, biiru no piinatsu mo hoshii,
ne. '
And 1d like some beer and peanuts,
100.

O: Biiru ni shitara, sake mo mono yo!

If we're gonna have beer, let’s drink
sake, too!

mochiron
of course

sore to
and then

...l suru
....20 for; decide on

ni sureba, ni shitara

if (you) go for
mikan
Mandcrin oranges”
nikuman
pork buns
ozonli
mochi, vegetables, and chicken in
a fish broth
mochi

cake of pounded rice

—_— —_— —— — = —— — _— —_— —_— — _— —_— — — — —

(BONUS POINTS if you can find the
word for ‘party’ hidden above!) “

Note: Character “I"" above speaks in
a very colloquial northern dialect

‘More on this later.

found in the /naka (country farmlands),
Most people are unfamiliar with this
treatment of mochi. Granted, it may
seem a little provincial, but once the
taste is acquired, one has passed the
baseline of a dilettante Japanese Food
Lover, to become a hardcore epicure
who is undaunted by sushi fads. Try
these two with some good beer or

hot sake. Be adventurous!!

—Connie Hayashi

Ozoni Recipe

What’s New Year’s day without -
Ozoni? Every region in Japan has
its own special recipe. This one is
fram the Kanto (Tokyo region) and
serves four people.

Ingredients:

6 oz. (cut into
about 8 slices)

mochi

Ilustration by Yas Osako

chicken 6 oz.
shiitake |
(mushroom) 4
mitsuba
(leafy herb) % leaf
yakikamaboko
(fried fishcake) % stick
yuzu (citron) a little
hon-dashi
(fish soupstock) 3-4 cups (use
granulated
instant)
salt as needed
mild shoyu as needed

-

Cut chicken (raw) into bite-size
pieces. Wash shiitake and discard
stems. Cut mitsuba leaf into one-
inch pieces. Slice yakikamaboko
thinly (less than %’ thick). Light-
ly roast mochi pieces over a low
flame and set aside. _

Make dashi and add the chicken
and shiitake. Bring to a boil then
lower the flame and skim off the
fat. Simmer five minutes then add
a pinch of salt, 1-1/3 teaspoons of
mild shoyu, the kamaboko, and
mitsuba leaf. Bring the mixture
to a boil again and simmer. Pour
plain hot water over the mochi
to soften, then put the mochi in
a serving bowl. Take the ingredi-
ents out of the dashi and add them
to the bowl of mochi. Gently pour
dashi over the ingredients, and add
a small bit of grated yuzu just be-
fore eating. ltadakimasu!

~Tansoku
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Gonbe

the Duck-
catcher

A Traditional
Folktale

A long time ago there lived in the
mountains a fellow called Gonbe the
Duckcatcher. But he was such a poor
shot with his old flintlock that even
the ducks made fun of him. “Gee, if
only I could catch me a duck even
once,” he would say; and this was all

[llustration by Karen Lee C. Akamine

as usual, not a single rifle ball hit a

frozen over, where a whole flock of
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the ducks awoke. When they realized
where they were, they all flew straight

up, and pulled Gonbe right behind
them into the air.

“Help!” shouted Gonbe, but it was
no use. He flew far away over moun-
tains and fields, holding onto the rope,
until he could hold no longer and fell
to the earth far below. But his luck
was good, for he landed in a field
of soft wheat.

When Gonbe awoke, he was lying
on a bed surrounded by strange villagers.
“You dropped right out of the sky!”
they said, their mouths hanging open.
Gonbe told them his story, and after
that decided to help them work in the
wheat fields.

After a few days, though, Gonbe
got tired of farm work. He was won-
dering what he could do, when he no-
ticed a very large wheat stalk full of
grain. He reached up as high as he
could to bend it down and pull off
the wheat kernels, but Pyon! the stalk
snapped up and flung Gonbe into the
sky. “Wow, look at that guy! the vil-

he dreamed of day after day. duck. Once again the ducks laughed
Now one day Gonbe decided to tie at him and flew on their way.
all his old guns together like a bundle

ducks sat sleeping one night. - S : A
“This is great!” thought Gonbe, and Laaggﬁ safd. L shﬂymg ag;m. d;:nd
Then Gonbe had a good idea. “T'll he slipped ropes around the necks of v(l}ng gl v?l" upt,_ : E: i dgﬂ; ot
of sticks. anc point them at the next just wait till winter,” he thought. And all the ducks and started home, pull- il ol b il
ducks that flew by. He was sure he when the snow and ice came, he slip- ing them behind him. But he had not landed in a water trough in a town.

: ; “What was that?!” people asked as he
could b f them that . But,
0 ag one of them way. Bu ped quietly down to the pond, now yet reached his hut by dawn, when all How by el creanl s A wnatolk

from a mudswamp like this

nothing can come, I feel, yet still

still I dig

chopping youth to mincemeat, there is
nothing left, I thought, but:

I still live

because the world is wide

because my friends are many
I still live

rage, anger: let us stop locking these things
in our hearts |

love, affection: let us stop hiding these things
quietly away

call injustice injustice

what is good, good

call bad what is bad, we must
strive for this

-1975

CORN

there are three cornstalks in my backyard garden
on each one, two ears of corn grow,

their silk shining and brilliant

there are three wondrous cornstalks in my garden
we have eaten six ears

in this simple setting grows sweet

comn, fresh

stately

- August 1980

MOTHER

the sun going down

till now burning my white feet

the sun, hiding in the shadows of the pine
now sinking away

sure to rise again, but

what does it mean, this
cycle:

all people will age, will

die, it means

I want to see my mother again,

one who has never forgotten me,
1o meet her, to

smile
B oy -August 1980

Three poems by Miyoko Uno
(Translated from Japanese)

Mayhem at the
Parts Factory

for Kim Chi Ha

after despair pulls out its blue gun

(I take my place in the violence of roses)

after dignity runs to the police
begging for change from the coke machine

(I take my place in green dinper meat)

after thought chokes its children
and goes looking for a $50 whore

(I take my place among an army of clerks
ready to kill for three meals a3 day)

after laughter swivels in its business chair
after peace comes wearing 5 & 10 ¢ stones

after wisdom falls down drunk and wretches

(I take my place among thorns and yellow flowers)

after etcetera covets my deerskin shoes
and offers its oiled tongue for payment

(I take my place among heaps of ashes
stirring in the palms of your hands)

after choice lops its pinkies off in protest

after rebellion grabs a nail file
and starts picking out its eyes

(I take my place among scaffoldings

of rainclouds, blue-gray ladders
the dead climb down on)

- Cesar Mori -

[Hustration by Karen Lee C. Akamine

took Gonbe to the umbrella-dealer,
who laughed loudly when he heard
Gonbe's story. ‘Please stay and work
in my shop.” he said, and Gonbe
agreed.

A few days later Gonbe was hanging
freshly painted umbrellas out to dry in
the shopkeeper’s garden when a strong
wind began to gust. Gonbe grabbed the
umbrellas so they wouldn’t blow away,
but — you guessed it — the wind lifted
him, umbrellas in hand, up into the sky.
As he flew away, the townspeople
watched from below. “Now there's a
fellow who really likes flying,” they
said.

And it was true — by this time
Gonbe truly enjoyed flying. The wind
carried him high again, far and wide,
and then dropped him in a small pond.
Gonbe sputtered, looked around, and
saw that he was back where he had
first caught the ducks. He climbed out
of the water. “Why, what’s this?" he
said. Gonbe’s pants were full of pond
eels. ‘“What a big catch! Maybe I can't
get any ducks, but I'm a great eel-
catcher.”

—Translated by Pete Healy

i
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JACCC

After many months, some resolution
to the high rent costs at the Japanese
American Cultural and Community
Center (JACCC) is at hand. The Com-
munity Redevelopment Agency has pro-
posed a five year rent subsidy program
for Sun Building displacees which, in
the first year, will lower rents to 32
cents/ sq. ft./month, down from the
54 cents tenants now pay, and much
less than the approximately $1.37/
sq. ft./month which the JACCC says
it needs for operation costs and mortgage
interest. The subsidy will decrease,
and therefore rents will increase, each
year until January 1985, when the
subsidy is to end. There are some
areas yet to be worked out, but, over-
all, this offer from the redevelopment
agency amounting to nearly $400,000
over five years, has been received with
optimism. It now appears that the
community service organizations and
Japanese cultural classes that were re-
located from the Sun Building to con-
demned buildings in 1977, will finally
have new facilities at reasonable rates.

A community center facility has been
a need and desire in Little Tokyo
since before the war. The Board of
Directors of the JACCC formed almost
ten years ago, when redevelopment
first came to the area. The total cost
of the center building, completed in
January 1980, was $5 million. The
Center Building was promised as a re-
location resource for Sun Building
tenants. But because of the rising in-
terest rates, utility costs and other ex-
penses, it has been clear for several
years that the nonprofit groups expect-
ed to be housed in the building would
not be able to afford rents at the
prevailing rate for a new downtown
butlding.

For over a year therefore, the pro-
spective tenants of the JACCC have
been working to win their demand for
affordable rents. Numerous meetings
have been held with the CRA staff
and its board, and with the JACCC.
Letter writing campaigns and appeals
for support from other groups had
also focused on the need to lower
rentals. Although the government is
not required to pay subsidies to non-
residential tenants, the community
sentiment forced the agency and the
JACCC to respond.

LTPRO

Elects Officers

LTPRO has just held its first formal
election of officers to the Coordinating
Committee. Here are the winners of
the election:

President: Alan Nishio
Secretary: Janice Nabara
Ireasurer: Jane Nishio
Vice Presidents
Special Events: Miles Hamada
Nikkei Editor: Dean Toji
Redevelopment: Bruce Iwasaki
Redress and
Reparations: Lillian Nakano
Workers and
Newcomers: Lucy Kubota

These officers will meet at the first
Coordinating Committee meeting on

Rent Subsidies Near

In the first year, rent will-be set at
the average amount paid in the Sun
Building when the CRA acquired it,
increased by the consumer price index.
This amount will increase each year by
adding ten percent of the present
operation and maintenance costs of the
building. As a result, rents will in-
crease from 32 cents/sq. ft./month in
1980 to about sixty cents in 1984,

At the end of five years, the JACCC
is expected to have paid off roughly
$2 million in mortgage (the CRA is
subsidizing part of the interest pay-
ments) so that only operation and
maintenance costs will remain. By
1985, this figure will be about $1.00/
sq. ft./month.

One other aspect to the subsidy plan
is that the JACCC must guarantee a
measure of rental security to the ten-
ants for at least five years. Previously,
the board’s avowed policy was to
issue “licenses” terminable at will upon
few days’ notice. The precise nature
of tenant protection is yet to be deter-
mined.

The JACCC Board recently approved
the subsidy plan, and it is now up to
the tenants. One point of contention
1s that as proposed, the subsidy for the
building begins on January 30, 1980,
the date that Katsuma Mukaeda, JACCC
chairman, moved in. Groups that moved
in later will thus lose part of the year in
which rents are lowest.

Another part of the work in the
JACCC is the effort to make it more
democratic. Earlier in the year, the
JACCC tried to raise the annual dues
for voting membership from $10 to
$100. After a storm of protest, which
included people sending in membership
applications at the old rate, the Board
reached a face-saving compromise; in
September it set voting membership at
$35.00 a year. The JACCC still tries
to intimidate some of the tenants. It
recently tried to force one cultural
instructor to share her room with
another (there are still plenty of va-
cancies) but had to back down.

In order to protect their interests,
the tenants will have to organize and
bargain collectively. Further work
remains, but the critical issue of rents
i1s finally nearing resolution.

—Bruce Iwasaki

Saturday January 3, 1981.

Sometime last year, it became appa-
rent that a more stable management was
needed over LTPRO’s finances member-
ship, and the interrelatedness and overall

direction of the various committee efforts.

This need became more significant in
view of LTPRO’s expanding relations
with other progressive groups across the
nation. Once the committees decided
that one way to provide leadership was
to elect officers, an election committee

was formed and ballots were sent to each

of the 137 voting members. The Elect-
ion Committee reports that 2 or 3 bal-
lots were returned as “‘undeliverable”.
55 marked ballots were submitted and
votes were counted on Sunday 12/7.

—Robert Toji

WE NEED YOU!!

ter of the Japanese American
community, in the interests of
the residents, workers, cultural
and community groups, and
small businesses. |

3) Promote understanding of

the culture and history of the
Japanese in the United States.
4) Support and learn from the
struggles of Third World and
working people.

Join us iIn the continuing work
of LTPRO. Show your support
for the Principles of Unity of
LTPRO by becoming a member.

PRINCIPLES OF UNITY:

1) Rely on mass support to
fight in the interest of Japanese
American people for full equal-
ity. : |
2) Defend Little Tokyo, a cen-

Name
Address — .
SRRy L AT e e . Phone -

| unite with the LTPRO Principles of Unity and would like to become
a member in the following category:

(O General member dues: $5.00 per year (includes subscription
to Nikkei)

O Senior citizen/student member dues: $3.00 per year (includes
subscription to Nikkei) ~

(O I would also like to make a donation of $

Enclosed is a check for $ Oy
Please make check payable'to LTPRO. All donations (not membership

dues) are tax deductible. :

Signature Date

Send application and check to: LTPRO, 244 So. San Pedro Street,
Room 406, Los Angeles, California 90012 ,

“L.T. is home” T-shirts

Hurry! Don’t delay! Put in your order NOW! Get your very own “‘Home Is Little
Tokyo™ T-shirt. It makes a very nice gift too. 100% cotton in your choice of three
colors. For only $6.00! (85.00 for members and new membership.) T-shirts will
be available after July 27th. Sorry, no deliveries. All proceeds go to pay the rent.

Nale s S —
Address —
City S0 Zip e ot
O child’s large

O small (men’s)

(O medium (men’s)
(O large (men’s)

() x-large (men’s)
Eaclosed'iS § e fOF

Make checks payable to “L.T.P.R.0.”

Phone
Color: O blue ink on

Size:

: T-shirts.
(quantity)

HELP US OUT!

Yes, it’s true - we need your money and support! But it’s not too much;
a mere $3.00 per year will ensure a future for the NIJIHONMACHI SENTINEL
the quarterly paper of the Japanese community which offers an alternative
to the old, established newspapers. Articles. guest columns, photo essays,
and more! Look at your copy again; can you really say NO?

And the SENTINEL isn’t all. The Japanese Community Progressive
Alliance does work in housing, the redress/reparations’ movement. English
classes for newcomers, and labor support. Get involved! Check us out

or renew your membership! Help us and yourself.

O You re right; I can't say no. Here’s $3.00 for a year's subscription
to the NIHONMACHI SENTINEL .

O I'll even sustain it, at $ per month / year. (circle one)

O Yes, make me a member of JCPA, here’s a $10.00 for one year.
(students - $5.00)

(O I'm interested. Please send me a pamphlet on the JCPA.

NAME.
ADPRESS L ia, Sre d fdl, 0 B oot 0GR O O
ZIP

RN e gl S ST et L b S

Clip and send to: JCPA, 1858 Sutter St., San Francisco CA 94115
PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO J.CP.A.
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129 Japanese Village Plaza Mall (Little Tokyo)
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assorted confections
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