dear mr. gardner:

I've heen meaning to rite to you ever since
coming here, but have been 'n a mendal lethargy
from the ¢#éry first. |I hope you will forglive
me, but the main purposé In my finally writing
you ies to ask a favor. 'I am seeking admission

to the University of Nebraska graduate school

and have taken the liberty of submltting your
name as one who has "knowledge of your training
and ability for graduate work." Of course, as I
was never in yzmux any of your classes, you qEmX
know almost nothing of my academic abilityxamax
(frankly,my record at U.C.L.A. was only mediocre.),
but I should appreciate it very much if you would
write to Dr. R. W. Goss, Dean of the Graduate
College, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Neb-
raska, and xEx give me some kind of recommen-
dation. I have written to two professors at
U.C.L.A. and the wrestling coach there asking
gimilar favors (fmux the testimony of four
persons is required).

Ever since I recéived assurance that I would
receive my a¥gX B.A. degree desplte the fact

that I 414 not complete the full semester, I

have entersained hores of working for an

advanced degree in English, and as the Univer-
sity of Nebrask seems kExk most convenlent for
me, I am trying to get in there. ZXhzyxssems
toXRATEZ A ZRre L X PXCEMPRALE ZR@RAXLNENL XA N zKnXE X 8RZX
Any advice you can give me will also be grate-
fully received.

Myxbeingxaseceptedzigxtke Acceptance by Nebraska
will not necessarily mean that I will be auto-
matically released from this camp or any ASEEN
relocation center that 1 may be moved to in the
meantime. I suppose that my residence in Japan
will make it doubly hard for me to get out, but
I am not giving = up hope. Of course, I am
anxious to continue my studies, but aside from
that, I'd 1ike to shake myself free of this
demoralizing atmosphere. I'm getting used to
1ife around here an, am afraid that I'll get to
1ike the place; that will mark my utter degra-
dation. We are being well treated and there's
no doubt that there is a maximum of physical
gecurity assured us in xkix camps such as this
that would be lacking outside form even white
Americans during these uncertain war years, but
at the same time, psychologically, it's a very
depressing situation we are in. A lot of people




are unaware of the social repercussions that may
follow in the future and are quite happy here; in
fact the majority probably feel that way; the
proximity of mamy of their friends helps to
alleviate any discomforts of the fence keeping
them in here. However, I have always been op-
vosed to xkeExis® group isolation and would like
to get away from 1t. That may sound like snob-
¥®xx bishness, but I've mexexzbelirvEzaiwaysxzEEx
afratd xoRzuexregatim® never believed 1In segre-
gation and am afraid of the results. 1 suppose
it's selfish of me to want to eskape this, but
Ixxkimk I'm certainly not indidpensable around
here and may be able to at least keep myself from
regressing mentally if I were at school outside.

There is much more to write on the same subject,
but I'm afraid that you'll find it boring so I
will olose he ﬁ .. 1f;you are interested in the
camp or on’jthe project of relocation, I shall
be very glgﬁ to give you any information<d Qs .

Before T close, let me apologize for not sending
you the enclosed stamps earlier. I recall having’
promised them to you long ago. I had misplaced
them for a while, but located them some weeks
ago and my conscience has felt severe twinges
every time I'we seen them since.

I hope this letter finds you as well as ever;
thanking you in advance for gseeing about the
recommendation, I am

very truly yours,

joseph B. ishikawa
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