Beﬁ3§53 begin the actual writ;gg ggdthis essay, I want it clearly
hat T am a firm believer in/Christ,and o .the general tcachlings
‘of the Ch'”é%ian faith. What I am about to write merely 1s my own mRj=mgx
theory on why non-believers do not believe in God as we Christlans do. In
this way, I hope to answer why I amxmmixy®X have not yet been baptized.
This year, as in all preceding niii:sfor REAXIXXENDXABXEXXKARXKNER
nearly two thousand,y=zxxx Easter apxrsazkzdx came, and, as usual, the
preéeding weeks brought about the annual request that 1 become a membbe
of the church that I attend through baptism. A year earlier, I would
have accepted readily, but was told not to by my; parents, both of whom
are members of the church. This year, Xxwax the decision was left up to
me and I refused/
Why did I turn down this year what I would have accepted last year?
My father and mother had told me that it would be best not to make
such = serious move without first realizing kheExixx its importance and
the obligation that would be placed on me as a consequence. Was my re-
flusal to undergo baptism due to the fact that I did not feel that I could
take the responsibility then; that I =mzmXx did not fecl worthy of the
faith? I'm afraid not; it was a motive far more¢ selfish thahn that---1
gidxmatxfezixthakxIxkadxangikinxxkexzffexr felt that Christianity had
nothing to offer me.
How did I, who had been raised in a Christian environment, come to
feel as -I!dié-"&r
Just as atheists and non-believers of the Christian faith, I did not
agree with the Rirdimgsxefxitke claims of some of the so-called Christians.
Christianity's greatest weakness lies,probably, in the narrow-minded ness
of xxEsx of many of its advocates towhom I have referred ¥ as "the so-
without attempting
~__called Christians." They read the Bible, dmxrmkxakkeEmgk to atudy the
'\xxgother fellow's belief and then proczaim that Chiistianity is the only
true religien. This in itself is all right, but on what basls can a
person lay such a ,»E wit?&iiamaking a study of i%%#ﬁpe religions.vﬂlj\ﬁ°”

These nat+ow-minded followers of the Word 1nterpretﬁd it very strictly

T G i == - R—

g



without attem‘f"f; to analyz it; They do not realize that its teachings

may REXIm no > infallible. As a resull, they follow it blindly 2nd

'fﬁérsons to be won over bedause of what the 3ible says
3 that

~ While hm 40 persons who will not be led blindly find/%fxkaxz much of

expect thinki:

A2 :
what the Bible say%ﬁhard to accept.
This is only natural. Much of the writings in the Bible are parables oOr

allegories

/and may ABE mean sg altogebher different thingy from what they may say.
PrExRAX® Most of the so-called Christians do not recognize this fact and
axxzmpixiexfaiiowxkkE hence haQe an altogether wrong 1déay of Christianigy.
Indeed, often a non-believer has a more comrect conception of Christianity'

that the followers of the faith. Thef/dﬁ stories are acceptable to thes 1

because they are like sheep and follow others without knéwing why and
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Furthermore, what proof is there that the teachings of the 3Bible are
absolutely true. After all, they were written by human hands which could
have erred. The popular claim is that thr human hands were gulded by God. |
3What tommyrot!! Why X¥kxtke¥xekmmsExtkz the Bible and no other book?! Even
wholly different from the Bible

I would be able to write a book/2nd call it zxRiwie the Bible HEXRE
claiming that I was guided by God. Would they believe me? Probably not.
Why, then, are they willing to stake their whold salvation on AXXXXBYXAX
literature written by man and just as liable to mistakes as the one 1
would write? Perhaps they would claim that God would strike be dead if

I ever attempted to do such a thing. Again tommywob ¢ That claim is a
contradiction of their wen teachings;"God is love." Even though those
who believe ¥x in Him are narrow-minded, I bellieve God 1s broad-minded
and fair. That is what makes Him God. He has no petty code.

If one were to imkExprEk five a strict interpretation of the Bible,
he would find that conly those who had complete faith in Xzxx= Christ and

as far as 1'm concerned

,\God would have their souls saved. That is all very well/ but what of
\/me friends who are non-believers? Should they be cast into a fiery Hell

while I, who deserve no better fate than they, tread the golded streets

of heaven strumming my harp and flapping my wings above my halc'd head?
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;» save that most of the non-believers llve far better

This is al=
livesigcco; to tk® Christian standards than I or other so-called

Christians. ' is true that theg will spend their life after death

"in Hell's furnace, I would much rather jmim be flung in with them than

IvinxxkExaxerandxafxhypeeritesxke sneak¥*by 8aint Peter to join a crowd

of Hypocrites.
for a person to

It is ziixxzx;zz:zz}fm a fine thing/to,yzjf faith that will enable

<®

him to stand up =ma -holddns—the Bibl%;and proclaim, “"This is the word;
all else is false," but if he lives a life that belies the fact that he

is a Christian, only-ereatea-wrpong lmpression
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%*feeling that I dod not belong there, I would feel that I am sneaking by.
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