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the crisis which we faced in common with all Americans and which acceleratcd this
change. My case has a significance beyond a personal one simply because it is
not a unique exampge.

From coast to coast theré are men and women with Japanese names on
college and university faculties who teach subjects other than Japancse historys
there are men and women of Japanese derivation practicing architeciure, law,
medicine, dentistry with clients who are not Japanese. There are secretaries,
scientists, factory workers, farm hands, accountants, journalists of Japanese
descent working for people who would never have dreamed of hiring them in pre-war
days. There are people = generation or two away from Japan who own businesses,
farms, homes in towns they never heard of before the war and in cities thatx
seened a world away.

For the Japanese-American living in Southern California, the old world =
was bordered on the west by the océan, in the north by the San Fernando Valley,
in the mmxk east by the desert and in the south by San Biego and imperial ¥alley.
For some it was even more confined: the length of First S;reet from Alameda to
Los Angeles. A similar pattemn existed in each of the Japanese commnitdées on
the West Coast. The forcible breakdown of this insularity has been more beneficial

than not. Not only have Japanese-Americans been awakened to the possibilities of
a future in obher sections of the country, but those who have chosen to return te
the West Coast have also developed an awareness that the old insularity was a
stultifying thing.

The West Coast commnities have changed. From a maturing intelligence
as much as from chagrin at the injustices they perpetrated during war-;time panic
end an eagerness to make restitution, the states along the Pacific have gained
new insights into their relationship with citizens of all minority groups, and
returnees have found upportugitioa that never éxisted before -~ as for example in

the teaching‘ profession, a lesser degree of segregated housing, the abolition of
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