o Lt
"That reminds me of somdBthing that hapoened to me once."

broke off our laughter and ; 7
We a11/10o0ked un in survorise. Iratxwxsxzkexfirxixzinvsezwexextkexfivzgt

werisxthaxskraagerzhad zutkerad 28 nee” feintng zxaxzxkimpy xhadxbeenz ke inxx

.

. mpranzerxhad Those were the firat words the stranger had uttered since =

___joining usg. Kexwasxrprexixzinerxizezfirgkzzanexdownznerrxtkexfizazxsez He
bum
was too well dressed to be a kmwm so when he came over to our fire in the

____hobo jungle just outside of San Berdoo, we were susplietdus mfxkim and

B

didn't talk to him. Now, he'd tried to break the ice, but we still wanted

to ignore him.

"Jeez, 1t's cold:" said Sumety.

R g PR SRRl RN T e SR o T - %J}- " . I S GRS SN PP oo, SSfbagiioa ot 15 L - o LT

» "Wihmt I wuz in Miamms Miyamee." said v plcking up the cue.
i = N - e Q_ B s 9

"Migawd, T come a1l the way from M11~aukee so I can hawve a 1little

wﬂthax Cq]ifornpo sunshine,ﬁnﬂ what happens? Tho sunbitchin weather-

man nulls 2 Pearl Harbor and makes it snow!:" spat out Bia Bo disgustedly.

itxwxxxxxﬂrexkyx I didn t say anV*h1ng, T was wa*ching thP gtranger...

Ihere were too many thihgs about him that wouldn't let me iznore him. In
SIENRT & S B clothes

fhp firgt place, h; waq too weil dressed taﬁﬁe'a bum: but his #rzEx xaznxi

f¥tx weren't fit for the kind of weather we were having. AzRreakzgexd ‘A

'~sbtiizﬁaiixaﬁékﬁﬂiif&ﬁﬁﬁkﬁhaxhgznzﬁhi It was freakish weather in Southern
¥,_,..,‘

"Cal and the first snow in 40 odd years had fallen in Ellay;ard& we had

"~ gome in San Berddo too...It wasn't more ‘than xmzz¥m a half inch deep on
— the Tevel ground, but 1t wag plenty cold.smEmx® Getting back to this
~—gtrange guy, he was dressed pretty light for even adnilé southern Gal — :

(WA‘“”G vl )ﬂm{ﬁQd
————winter:—hehad onty =2 palr of qlgfkﬂ ) hr-anert—ah
7

@013 weather didn't phase him no

he 4idn't gseem to notice that xkm Shorty, Limpy, and Bbg Box were trying =

todnt Him oit = e e o BT

L"Ihat remtmds me of something that happened to me once," he repeated.

-

jALimny had been telling us eome mfxXhz¥e pretty tall ghost storiesrand

had just finished his funniest one when the stranger first spoke. s ot ok

" %‘g d»"‘. i, M A e
It F three years,ago, the stranger continued. 2
. ‘ A



nm Now York out~te_a smatl town in,Iowa. I didn T know a, h{ﬁ\ about the

in Iowa,= ut I wa fxem pretty sick of selling insurance n waﬁ&ed

x

tle d?Wn awﬁ

e f_nac Emab\qnd ' I

a m{izestern far%\aiy raiselggickeaa so my//wife an

R i i

<E;“I naed +o gell insurance in New York %uttf“ﬁgguééfifﬁéﬁb¥éﬁfy sick of 1t;

thg7xzxz ‘begides, the cif'y alr wasn't so good for my wife so we decided to !
|
buv a chicken farm some place and settle down. I heamd that there was a 1

amall place for sale In a 3x 11ifttle town In Towa so mgxwifrzixd I pazk=
" bourht the place sisht unseen and went out there with my wife;‘\VGﬁéidé?tng*ﬂ*—

what we paild for 1t, 1t wasn't a bad place. It was large enough Raxrzx
‘ with room for a
— xoxratuexckirkmnxern for 2 chicken"yead*wéfh%ma;hzxa Httltegarden——on—the =1

— aidey,and 1t WARRXXWEEXXXXE® wasn't so large that the two of us couldn't

-~ TrexhauEsxwiazx iz praiyxzecizshapezxouxixuankedzioxnakezxhe

of wiko .
——-mu—usltaxziazgxxwThemhousewasin_preLty_gand;shape_anwiiﬁwggégiiieagﬁbefore~#~__

—— we had aur chicken £ ranch going pretty 590d4Aéggangéﬁﬁﬂaﬁwbﬁngr than

d b e bought a little mone/lan@ r;bht nex; to our place

FIREO R s 8 egnangga’ ngﬁeeded gere room to-store feed in, xu‘bugxI didn't want

to hqz makp anotber aﬁod.xmxixduztﬁndxtmxx&!xxxZEafy, tﬁﬁi s my wife, =
a
smxzwste&?khaﬁxixhazxzthtﬂmeiIarxemlmzxeﬁ said it mi*hu be a good 1dea

—_—_— B - A, <l

2 |
though, our well ran dry.xm Being city bred ,I —”Bﬂ

S — - i — — + A—

didn't %now the first thing about 41 gln" a well.

"You're supnoged to start at thp top ainthha”' gaid Limny, 1nteresteq;gg?o

now, not so muoh at what the gstranger had saad but in the way he'd said

1t.YX Tt diﬂn't sound T;ke S0 much tn me, but 1t sounded as 1f 1t migﬁiA__ A

getiéznttgxzmoﬁzx%iﬁiéiaxskztmxzezxex better ¥ha further'along.> Like a

atrin tease show as my 0ld buddy Mae, wahd qav.

o M oy i teak %

"I was gzoing to EUKXAN advertis;qfor a well-dikg buuhbefore "3 got

_"around tn 1t, a man came around asking me if kexwam I wanted him to dig

a well for me, That was a break for mex.PuRXIXAIAAXEXWAREXXEXHXFEXIHEE

e RRET B Baney ' I agwsa. - - - -




e

3-3-3 e : )

'Enos Pritechard,' he xExk¥iad told me.
"swagxxErarkxmexxxxaxxk 'IThat's gtrange, there's another Enos P ritchard
around here;dgfﬁ you mmyxxEXxxkgm a2 relative of his?'- 1 remembered XRmX

I s a ool e
thi s othﬂr_%ggb pretty well because when I first moved xm onto the farm,

he came over and watched us unload. He was a big,hairy, evil looking,
s 4 _Ma P{ub\ - Mv-Lv ;
hulk of a man: he didn't maxzanythdmxxax offer to help; In fact he didn't
with
~ even say a wdfdf"MJﬁéfgfgﬁf"Wétching”éVéfyth1ng’Wé”dfdﬂiiﬁi”fﬁﬁéé’§VTI"“AWWWW“

~syes of his. He Srightedsd my wife at first, but ¥WE as he went away as

“——gpnn ag we'da fintghed wm taking our stuff into the house, she didn't say —

anything: After'tha‘Lhe kept coming around to our place about twice—a— ; |

————week, AZMZXSXxIvokinzgxatzusxan zk P never saying a word, but a}ways~£ellew%ﬁgé——u€

——— our motions. And every once in awhile, I'd see himﬁét,the generalwstope_and__;
well-digg

__he'd look at me ag if he were trying to read my mind. I& this,@mﬂrmxe_—“.

,m__m_apjxihitiuﬁpoﬁﬂhiﬁ+_l_ﬂaS_gQing_LQ~lM2n.hlmﬁdQﬂﬂ4_ﬁ__ ,,,,,,

_ YNmxHexymmk "Nope, no kin,__ﬂg 'looked as if he wanted to say more, but

_he kept his mouth closed.

1hdd/ 3 ghot for a well q1T\p1zked sut, but E\Pritchacd a% wanted to

%g/éf énoghplvé'g TS didn't 3

WO AL =t I o R

ok, N S SR T:
Tﬁ asked him 1f he wanted to start the next mornin&, ‘but he told me that

- e e amp et o ey a*wu»u
he 4 1ike to start that night. 'I m allergic to sunlipht F _he

as I d heard of cagses like that I didn t think anythina of 1t{ agﬁiwe

*T hgd 'a spot ﬁfT for a well all picked out, but Pritchard wanted to

dic at another spot. ixdtﬁnkxzizfﬁxuxedzxnathaznas I didn t know the

first thina abouf djaging wells and I figured that he kne%mzzgge he d

— (__

gtrike wqurtbﬁgt so I let him dig =txhizxspak where he theu=re—best,.

e S R , }\..z\.&u_ . _LV_, RN SRR O St ™

"Well, I went %@ back into the house and went to bed. 4 the next mor-

ning I went out to see how much work hed been done on the well. It was

about three fe=t deep, but what struck me as queer was that XtXsxskaxe

— 1nstead of beinz round, it was ablong, about six feet by xhxez four. It

1ooked more 1ike a grave than a well to me, but as 1 suppasEdxtRaxziz sald,

! ' J§~dian1t KNow the Ti??tﬁthtﬁg’abﬁut*ﬁtggtng‘weTiswand—suppUsedAthatj#?—L-—~‘
: |




e o SRR T o < e e e A T S — Tl L, » ~ 3 - prm Y
I . it ¢ W

r - A
knew thel prover way to go about R

“Uxagxaxkem Haw,! haw! what a bonehead!" shortled Biz Bo, "Any fool

knows that there aren't any oblong wells."
smelling

= "Shut upi" higsed Limpy wk=m
— mpuidzrsxetrk micht be able to retell, but the stranger ipgngred them both.

"I meant to ask him about it that evening," he continued, "but he

_ 41dn't come to the door. I went out =k to see if he'd come yet, but he

wasn't at the well. @&m As i we were used to reflrinq at 9:60, I had pp

go back jnto the house and zo to bed.

E‘b \y. 1 WM = AR R e
"T he 'next morning, I nakexmm went down to the wekl agaig%and there

wasg azdgxixmm)&sznﬁx Enos Pritchard lvingz 1n 'rhe hol &'2 ?—O

. "Drunk”" asked Big Bo. - : Cé?ﬁ;ﬂf““’
SRS R . R AT B R = Bk BB T DU, 2 enr A -} s ?OA ST O R

"I thousht he was drunk at firqf Bk hexiuaked7mzezxyxanad when I

aot down to look 2at him he kemkndxtnzngzxyxbzdxahapaxzxﬁxztzukgdxas was
And, re wags dew on the ground but not on hles body

W deaqd. /Not, onlv dxad was he dead he looked as if hedd been dead for about

.._.!m

a month; xhg7wzxmwiexe Part&of his hands and face ba&-alreadj stazied
LR carelesslv
deoomnon%% Thrown/on top of his body was a w billfold. I was afraid

$o -togett Itx at fﬁrgt,butvI finally picked &t up: it was preétty soiled

with earth, but there were a few cards in it that I could make out. &

 Rriverisxiicemnzexixzuedzioxxinerexwar® zEarEx lhere were three membership
R S and a check
cards,smt a few calling cards/all made out to X James Hoskins. T recalled
a

— & newspaper art]éIé“aboutZJames*HUsktHS"disampeartng when—I—firstmoved— 1
me ‘
*“"“fﬁé?glﬁﬁa 31T of = sudien”it'cqmeﬂtofhxmnxthtxhxxxggg;harﬁ“as"1t~wasﬁfxr‘"“‘"“‘

. '
——— belleve, that his chost was h2ad avpeared to me and uncovered Wim—swn body."
. FmEx® "Migawd! you don't really belleve in ghosts do you?" said Shovty -4

. in 2 wumhed volce that krdzmpmexdozk?z showed that hemﬂauhxad_himsel#mwasnlt~A~%
i

altogether ¥kx% sure that ghosts didn't exist. i

W?jl‘ "Errecalled ghxtxdxx ~;ameagﬁxxkzﬁaskknkixiazxzxgmzxixggg;gg_ﬂz;hxxftnﬁ

&

y

~ - o
;})ﬁdgcer's gé;ggﬁg§; hqx!tzxtxzxgp/I a@ked,p{m if ngyerﬁ rela > 1;& 4

et

/ E
,srPritohavd he 109k/éras if Me wanteq z/i}efi(me sgm/t more/and

iy ,AA it s i Al

_n'tl. izxzmezxaxnm 7x‘axz;x}z,x7uaxzxp,x2m§xzuzx xmxzthazxﬁ%at con-
r o, s i T g o s -




AR - - e E T S

<5:_ vinced me more than anything else was the fact that there were no footprints
other than mine ¥m on the dww-covered ground. I couldn't see why he musma

called himself Enos P ritchard though until I visualized the real Enos

j/

pritéha"d s evil face anﬂ h31rv bodv, 5 € regéiiéahfﬁémw5§mﬁg'kept watching % o

me. "Watching me to see if I'd discovered his secret, 'l decided...And I
~recalled too, the well-digzzer's look when I asked him if hex were kim

related to thjs Pritchard: he 1noked at me s if he wanted to,say morex
(\Lo.gl\,(m\.,, kd hoa w ‘/£l\l( g ;\;L,,H Fornie o 2 A
&

but couldn t.'\Tﬁé only way he s6uld brifs the name out, T'ggfﬁﬁszmwgg"td’“‘“i

~eall himeelf Enos Pritchard. o ; b“ikgu®ﬂaﬁh*éi)ﬁj*Hfh*jp9QAﬂ4Qnyk =
"T thought of calling the constable 1mmediately;ﬁ'aaé:&g;npdlto-faee

T RnmzxZriktekardx the real Enos Pritchard in 21l his ugliness. I was afraid

——that mgxdiszoxexrygxazakx he wculd P?addgg} xixtﬁygn my—face whgtAhxfl»had44~-:

—— Atgeovered, so, for the first timﬁ,;kuxz I spoke to himytryingwtoubeﬁ_ﬁmfw___m

— casualx, 'Good morning, neighbor.' : o e S e |

%1t was plain that mexwasxgxsgpizimms his conscience wouldn't let him

_digcard the idea that I knew hls secret; he was plainly suspicious, and,
. v S i

_verhaps without meaning to, replied gruffly, 'Found a body, huh?' although

1t was ‘impossible for him to see it from his position.

"I couldn tbe casual any longer; YYou killed him, didn' t. youé‘xnu I

b?urted out in accusation.

"If you'd Heen there, you's have actually seen the beast in him take

choked e
pogsegsion of his body. ELS he growled, 'I kkkxsa him wlth my two hands

11ftine up his ham-like paws, "and I' 11 k111 you the same way xﬂxxhxx so's

x®x no one else wlll know." I backed off, but he was = fast for all of
his bulk. 1 could have//aﬁ towardas the house, but I didn't want to en-
danger Mary He finally caught up with me.and I prepared to fi ht ‘back

&)
with every omnce of my strength. He got hold of mx me with hils hugze

hands and..." 5 T . e A R N et

- The strancer's voice broke of f with a choking sob.

- We 211 sat and stared into the fire; none of us fexx wanted to Yook at

a man cTyTng; Ti%ke my old buddy Mac would say, there' aintt no sight worse




i“&z» 1) {l;{ 7‘“?
worse than a grown man‘ﬁ;y{gé like a baby or a woman.

Finally Iimpy couldn't hold it any longer. "“#hat hap--.¥eezyzwhereid
wexx® J-j-jeez,"he ended up,s fear nearly strangling him, "Wh-where'd he
go?. I looked up wondering what had gotten hold of Limpy. I followed
Limny's eyes to the log that the strancer had been sitting on. X% No one
was there. The snow on top of it hWaRzmoX ZoeenxsXeEZ Xawax wasn't even

packed down. A&And there were no footprints in the snow.

A,
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