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1.  Introduction - After returning to Japan in 1909 from his time in the United States, Hashiguchi 
Shinsuke opened "Amerika-ya" at 1 Kotohira-cho, Shiba-ku, Tokyo in November of the same year.  
The business of "Amerika-ya" involved the sale of furniture and the design and construction of 
houses, and it is believed that it played a part in the spread of Western-style housing in Japan.1 

Meanwhile, Hashiguchi organized the Housing Improvement Association in 1916 and became its 
president.  The association was established with the aim of improving housing, and its activities are 
said to have played a part in the housing improvement movement that unfolded during the Taisho 
period.2  Thus, while the activities in which Hashiguchi was involved are considered important in the 
history of modern housing in Japan, his lineage is largely unknown.3  Therefore, this paper will 
report on Hashiguchi's brief career up until the establishment of "Amerika-ya."4 

2. About the Sources - The following five sources about Hashiguchi were used in this paper. 

Document 1.  Family register of Hashiguchi Shinsuke (original copy of family register removed from 
Nichinan City Hall, Miyazaki Prefecture) 

Document 2.  "Condolences for the owner Hashiguchi Shinsuke" (Housing Improvement 
Association, "Housing" published in April 1927) 

Document 3.  "Grave of Shinsuke Hashiguchi" (The gravestone is located in Miyazaki Prefecture) 
(Imamachi, Nichinan City, Hagamine, the author of the epitaph is unknown) 

Document 4.  "Mr. Hashiguchi Shinsuke" (the author's name is not listed in the documents held by 
Amerika-ya) is said to have been written by Nishimura Tatsujiro.  It was written on a piece of paper 
bearing the America-ya store name, and the paper is marked “Showa 4, August stamp” indicating it 
was written after August 1929. 

Document 5.  "Outline of the Hashiguchi and Konishi Family Lines, “Kawazoe Family Tree” Date 
of production: December 1971.  Created by Kawazoe Shisuke and Kawazoe Sumio (collection of 
Kobe Shoji) 

3. Genealogy - The genealogy of Hashiguchi Shinsuke is detailed in Document 1.5, and his date of 
birth and other details are revealed in Document 1 in particular.  Figure 1 shows the genealogy 
created from these. 

 



Figure 1 Genealogy of the Hashiguchi Family 

 

 

Shinsuke was born on March 16, 1870, as the eldest son of Zenkichi Hashiguchi (born in March 
1832) and his wife Tome, who lived at 8382 Itashiki, Obi-cho, Minami-Naka-gun, Miyazaki 
Prefecture (currently Nichinan City, Miyazaki Prefecture).  He had six siblings: an older sister, Kimi; 
younger sisters Taka, Riku, and Kyo (born September 26, 1871); and a younger brother, Jihei (born 
April 17th, 1877).  His mother, Tome, died shortly after giving birth to the youngest child, Chikyo, 
and after that, his father, Zenkichi, on February 22, 1894, he married Nobu (born April 19, 1859) as 
his second wife. 

In the 1880s, Shinsuke married Matsu.  Matsu was the daughter of his father Zenkichi's younger 
brother Zenchiyo, and was Shinsuke's cousin.  He had four children with Matsu.  Document 1 only 
lists the second son, Shinichi (born July 19, 1896), the third son, Yoshio (born April 15, 1905), and 
the fourth son, Tadashi (born March 28, 1907), but the identity of the eldest son is unknown.  Matsu 
died around 1910.8 Shinsuke inherited the family headship as head of the household after his father 



Zenkichi retired on November 15, 1911.  His father, Zenkichi, died on February 14, 1912, and his 
stepmother, Nobu, died on May 2, 1928. 

Even after inheriting the family headship, Shinsuke remained single for a while, but on September 
25, 1922, he married Shintobe Suzu.  However, less than a year later, Suzu died of illness on April 
23, 1923. 

By the way, Shinsuke's older sister, Kimi, married Kawazoe Shikura.  2. Kawazoe Shikura was a 
cousin of Komura Jutaro, a Foreign Ministry official 10 from Inhi, and it is thought that Shinsuke had 
a strong relationship with Komura through Kawazoe. 
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4. Biography - Little is known about Shinsuke Hashiguchi's childhood. 

It is not clear, but by 1885, he enrolled in Kyoto Commercial School in September of that year and 
finished school half a year later in February 1886.  After dropping out 11, he returned to Miyazaki 
again and helped his father Zenkichi in the mining business.  (Document 3) However, this business 
was unsuccessful, and it is known that "he entered the business world at a young age, but his work in 
the timber and coal mining businesses all failed, so he went to Tokyo and became acquainted with 
the late Lord Komura" (Document 2).  As already mentioned, this Lord Komura was Komura 
Jutaro.  After moving to Tokyo, he enrolled in an English school in Yokohama and later went to the 
United States.  (Document 4) This time of going to the United States is thought to have been 
around 1900-1901.12 

After arriving in the United States, it is said that "he ran a clothing store on Fourth Avenue in 
Seattle, where it flourished and became the envy of Japanese people" (Document 2), and although 
the exact date is unknown, it is clear that he lived and ran a business in Seattle.13  In addition, a 
photograph owned by Yamada Toshiko shows the "NIPPON ARTISTIC TAILORS" sign 
alongside the "Hashiguchi Shoten" sign, giving us a glimpse of the situation at the time. (Figure 2) 
[See clarifications and corrections by J.D. Wilson below] 

After that, Shinsuke "started a business cutting Douglas fir trees and planned to start an immigration 
company together with Junko Shinji of Hasebaba", but "the plan was called off due to the anti-
Japanese sentiment" (Document 3).  The Japan-US Gentlemen's Agreement on immigration 
restrictions, which is thought to have led to the cancellation of this immigration company plan, was 
concluded in February 1908, so it is thought that the plan was called off about a year before he 
returned to Japan. 



Figure 2 

 

After the plan was cancelled, he "changed his focus and studied architecture as a business career" 
(Document 2).  The fact that Hashiguchi listed himself 16, 17 as an "American architect" on his 
business cards and in advertisements for America-ya after returning to Japan is likely a reference to 
his educational experience at this business college.  However, this was less than a year before his 
return, so even if he did study architecture, it was probably for an extremely short period of time. 

Shinsuke returned to Japan in February 1909 (Document 2), and on November 1st of the same year, 
he opened "Amerika-ya" at 1 Kotohira-cho 18, Shiba-ku, Tokyo.  Shinsuke passed away in his 
hometown on February 16th, 1928, at the age of 59. 

The details are shown in Figure 1, and a brief biography in Table 1.  What I would like to focus on 
here is his relationship with Komura Jutaro, a foreign ministry bureaucrat from the Meiji period.  
The client of Amerika-ya, and  

5. Conclusion – The above clarifies part of Hashiguchi Shinsuke’s genealogy and brief biography.  
The genealogy is shown in Figure 1, and his brief biography in Table 1.  What I would like to focus 
on here is his relationship with Komura Jutaro, a Foreign Ministry bureaucrat during the Meiji 
period.  It is likely that his relationship with Komura was deeply involved in his connections with a 
diverse range of people, including members of nobility and the House of Peers, as the client of 
America-ya and a supporting member of the Housing Improvement Association.  I would also like 



to express my deepest gratitude to Yamada Toshiko and Kobe Shoji for their cooperation in 
preparing this paper. 

Notes: 

 1) See my article "About the Works of Amerika-ya" in the magazine "Housing" (1980 conference). 

 2) Kimura Tokukuni, "Historical Study on the Establishment and Development of the Modern 
Japanese Urban Detached House Style" "Housing Improvements in the Taisho Era and the 
Establishment of the Living Room-Centered Housing Style," p. 37 (1959) 

 3) Okawa Sankodo's "Housing Improvements in the Taisho Era and the 'Lifestyle Improvement 
Movement'" (1981 Conference) includes a brief biography of Hashiguchi.  However, the report does 
not specify the source material. 

4) I will report on the history of "Amerika-ya" since its opening, along with its business activities. 

 5) Please refer to my article "The History of Amerika-ya Osaka Store and its Business Activities" 
(1981 Conference). 

6) Kobe Shoji is a relative of Hashiguchi Shinsuke's sister Kimi, and is said to have known 
Hashiguchi personally.  

7) Document 1 states, "Birth notification was submitted on May 21, 1907, and received by the 
consul of Seattle, Hisamizu Saburo, on the same day," indicating that he was born in Seattle. 

8) Document 4 states that after returning to Japan, "his wife died," so it is thought to be around 
1910.  

9) The source states that she was “Suzuko, the adopted daughter of Dr Nitobe Inazo (1863 – 
1933).”  According to Toshiko Yamada there is a legend that she was the adopted daughter of Inazo 
Nitobe (1862 – 1933).  Furthermore, Tashiko Yamada is the daughter of Taka, the younger sister of 
Shinsuke Hashiguchi and is said to have known Hashiguchi personally. 

10) 1855-1911. Politician from Hyuga Obi 

11) According to the Hitotsubashi University student directory.  

12) According to the documents, he went to America in 1900, but the "Jutaku Kairyori" (Hashiguchi 
Shinsuke, "Jutaku," January 1925 issue) states that he was 32 years old, so the exact date cannot be 
determined.  Furthermore, although their relationship to Hashiguchi is unclear, Chosaku, the 
husband of his younger brother Jihei and sister Riku, also went to America.  According to Chosaku’s 
son, Hachiro (who lives in Seattle), Chosaku’s arrival was in 1901 (Meiji 34). [See clarifications and 
corrections by J.D. Wilson below] 

13) According to Shun Yamada, this is said to be a photo of Hashiguchi in Seattle. 

14) 1854-1914 Politician from Kagoshima Prefecture 



15) Established based on memorandums exchanged between Japan and the United States between 
November 16, 1907 and February 18, 1908. Japan voluntarily restricted immigration to the United 
States.  According to the "Japanese History Dictionary" (Kawade Shobo).  

16) Yamada Shunzo 

 17) Osaka Asahi Shimbun, April 14, 1918, p. 6 

 18) "Retrospective of the Great Ten Years," Amerika-ya 548 

Table 1 

 

 

 

Clarifications and Corrections by J.D. Wilson 

According to “List or Manifest of Alien Immigrants for Commissioner of Immigration” for the 
voyage of the S.S. Tosa Maru, Shinsuke Hashiguchi departed Kobe on 1 Nov 1902 and arrived at 
the Port of Seattle on 20 Nov 1902.  His age is listed as 32 years, 8 months.  Other information 
listed for him:  married; occupation - miner; last residence- Miyazaki-ken; final destination – 
Portland, Oregon; whether having a ticket to such final destination – no; whether going to join a 
relative – “to join friend at Portland” – no name given. 



Shinsuke and Matsuko Hashiguchi’s children: 

Shinichi “Harry” Hashiguchi was born in Wakamatsu-shi, Fukuoa-ken on 19 Jul 1896 and died in 
Seattle, Washington on 11 Feb 1954. 

Kano Hashiguchi (the “Yoshio” discussed in this paper) was born in Seattle on 15 Apr 1905 and 
died in Fresno, California on 24 Jan 1980. 

Tadashi Hashiguchi was born on 28 Mar 1907 in Seattle and died on 16 May 1968 in San Mateo, 
California. 

Matsu Hashiguchi arrived in Seattle on 17 Jan 1904. 

Chosaku “Henry” Hashiguchi, son of Isaku Hattori and Risa Hashiguchi, was the husband of Riku 
Hashiguchi, Shinsuke’s sister.  He arrived in Seattle on 8 Sep 1903 on the S.S. Iyo Maru.  His 
manifest information: age – 27 years, 1 month; occupation – student; final destination – Seattle; 
meeting relative – Shinsuke Hashiguchi living on Jackson Street. 

Kakushiro Miyamoto was the husband of Saki Hashiguchi.  Saki was a cousin of Shinsuke.  
Kakushiro and Saki were the parents of Shotaro Frank Miyamoto who was a well-known sociologist 
and professor at the University of Washington. 

Kakushiro came to Seattle in 1904:  https://encyclopedia.densho.org/S._Frank_Miyamoto/ 

According to listings in the City Directory of Seattle Shinsuke operated various businesses out of the 
building in Seattle with the addresses 309 and 301 South Washington Street: 

1905 – both a restaurant and tailoring shop at 311 South Washington Street 

1906 – listing under secondhand goods – XL Furniture and Upholstering Co at 309 South 
Washington Street 

1907 - Clothing Gents’ Furnishings, Hats and Shoes, etc at 309 – 311 South Washington Street 

1909 – Second Hand Clothing – 309 South Washington Street 

Both Chosaku and Kakushiro got their starts in the United States working for Shinsuke. 
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Here is a 2025 view of the 309 – 301 South Washington Street building: 
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