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About the prefabricated houses imported by Hashiguchi Shinsuke, owner of 
"Amerika-ya." 

by Seizo Uchida, regular member 

1. Introduction - When the owner, Hashiguchi Shinsuke, returned to Japan from America, he 
brought back with him the prefabricated houses that were being sold in America at the time, along 
with the building materials, and when the store first opened, he sold these.  "Amerika-ya opened in 
1909" 1 As Amerika-ya shifted its business from selling building materials to mainly designing and 
constructing houses, it is thought that it only sold prefabricated houses when it first opened, but it 
can be surmised that these prefabricated houses had a major influence on the houses that he 
designed himself thereafter. 

Furthermore, there have been other examples of attempts to import "prefabricated houses" from 
Europe and America and use them as housing in Japan, such as "Amerikaya."2 This is a notable 
trend in the history of modern housing, as it is an example of an attempt to directly adopt Western 
housing rather than simply imitating it. For this reason, I would like to provide an overview of the 
house that Hashiguchi brought back. 

2. One of the houses thought to be the first that Hashiguchi brought back with him when he 
returned to Japan and built after returning to Japan with the "prefabricated housing" was introduced 
in the December 1910 issue of "Architecture Magazine" (No. 288) as "A Purely American-Style 
Wooden House Built in Tokyo."3 According to this, the building was "made using nothing but pine 
boards and quarter boards measuring 3 inches square and 6 inches wide," indicating that it was built 
using the frame wall method developed in America. The roof was covered with cross-gable slate, 
and the exterior walls were British clapboard with some single-panel finish on the first floor and 
rough plaster finish on the second floor, meaning the building specifications varied depending on 
the floor height.  It is not known what names Hashiguchi called the houses he brought back, but 
according to documents left at "Amerika-ya,"4 it was called an "American Prefabricated House." 

- They are described as "pre-built 'stock houses'" and "American pre-assembled houses." Judging 
from their structural design, these were probably the standardized so-called "pre-assembled houses" 
(hereafter referred to as "pre-assembled houses" in this article) that were sold in the United States at 
the time. 

By the way, the document also contains information about the clients of the "prefabricated houses." 

 



"The house order was from Mr. Fujikura of Nogizaka.  He was friends with eight foreigners who 
lived in hotels and wanted to live nearby so they could hang out together.  He was in trouble and 
had to buy materials to build five small, purely Western-style houses.  He used the materials he had 
on hand to build five small houses in the style of an American vanga (green). 

(Contract) and constructed (author in parentheses) 

According to this, the client was Fujikura Goichi, who ordered five houses to be rented to 
foreigners.  Incidentally, Fujikura was a wealthy man who studied in the United States after 
graduating from Gakushuin and returned to Japan in 1908.5 Since the houses were intended for 
foreigners, he stated that the materials he brought back with him were constructed in accordance 
with the "bungalow-style greenery." This, along with the exstence of a catalogue that served as a 
model for construction, shows that the houses were built in the "bungalow" style. 

3. Fujikura's rental houses are thought to have been built in Shinzaka-cho, Akasaka Ward (present-
day 8-chome, Akasaka Ward).  According to the 1913 Kenchiku Gaho magazine, although only 
exterior photographs of Fujikura's rental houses are available, they can be seen up to building 
number 8, and all of them were built by Amerika-ya.6 

Of these eight rental houses, five are two-story and three are single-story,7 and exterior photographs 
show that they all have different appearances.  Table 1 summarizes their exterior wall specifications 
and roof styles.  The first-floor exterior walls of both the two-story and single-story buildings, except 
for Buildings 5 and 8, are clapboard-covered, and the second floors of all the two-story buildings, 
except for Building 8, appear to have a rough plaster finish, suggesting that they all had similar 
specifications. Additionally, the exterior walls of the bay window and dormer window areas are 
almost entirely single-panel. On the other hand, the roofs are of different styles, including gabled, 
cross-gabled, hipped, and splayed. 

According to the aforementioned "Amerika-ya" document, Fujikura's order is for five buildings, so 
we don't know about buildings 6 to 8, but at least up to building 5, according to the catalog. 
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It is believed that these were prefabricated houses in the "bungalow" style.  Although it is not clear 
how many prefabricated houses Hashiguchi brought back, it is believed that he brought back at least 
six, as a similar structure to Building No. 1 was reported in the magazine Fujin no Tomo in 1911 as 
having been constructed for Japanese residences. 8 

 

4. Conclusion To sum up, Hashiguchi imported at least six "prefabricated houses," five of which are 
believed to have been constructed in the "bungalow" style according to a catalog.  This "bungalow" 



style was particularly noteworthy, as it was not limited to the works of "Amerika-ya" from the end of 
the Meiji period through the Taisho period. (Food) 

 Outside Wall 
Roof First Floor Second Floor Others 

Building 1 Clapboard Stucco The balcony and 
entrance area are 

single story 

Gabled crossing 
(with corbels at 

the eaves) 
Building 2 Clapboard Stucco? Windows areas 

are shingled 
A gable? 

Building 3 Clapboard Stucco? Windows areas 
are shingled 

Gable 

Building 4 Clapboard Stucco?  Broken back 
Building 5 Is it stucco?  The entrance is 

made of brick 
Hipped building 

Building 6 Clapboard  Bay windows and 
roof windows are 

shingled 

Is it hipped 
building? 

Building 7 Clapboard   Is it a gable? 
Building 8 Shingled (Half Chin Bar)  Kirima 

 

Notes: 

1. My paper, "On the business activities and organization of 'Amerika-ya'," presented at the 
Architectural Institute of Japan Convention in 1984. 

2. For example, Sugao Hikoshiro Shoten in Nihonbashi imported and sold "American-made 
prefabricated houses" (Shinjuku, October 1920 issue).  There are other examples like this, and I 
would like to report on them again. 

3. It states, "Several purely American-style wooden houses were constructed as a trial, and their 
completion was announced last month." Since this article was published in the December 1910 
issue, the completion date is thought to have been around November of the same year. 

4. A handwritten document entitled "Mr. Hashiguchi Shinsuke." It is said to have been written by 
Nishimura Tatsujiro after Hashiguchi's death in 1928 (see my article "A Brief Biography of 
Hashiguchi Shinsuke" in Japanese Architecture). 

(See the Society Conference in 1983.) LE 10 

5. "Jinji Koushinroku" etc. 

The June and February issues featured Building 1, the March issue featured Buildings 2 and 3, the 
April issue featured Buildings 4 and 5, the May issue featured Buildings 6 and 7, and the June issue 
featured only one exterior photo of Building 8. It should be noted that the fact that Fujikura's rental 



house was featured in Kenchiku Gaho was informed to us by Tokyo University Assistant Professor 
Fujimori Terunobu. 

7. Even in the case of an attic, it is considered a two-story building. 

8. Hashiguchi Shinsuke, "Moderate Western-style Houses," September 1911 issue. 
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Footer Page 806: 

(Teacher at Tokyo Institute of Technology's Technical High School, PhD in Engineering) 
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