
Three Generations 
of the Miyoshi Family 

Santa Maria 1929



Introducing Toru



Grandfather and Uncle Immigrate 
to the United States in 1906

Kumataro Miyoshi

Chuichi
Miyoshi



Miyoshi Family Store in Guadalupe

Circa 1919



Formal Picture 
Riichi and Masa Miyoshi

1919



Santa Maria Store 
1933

Miyoshi Family 
moves to Santa Maria in 1933

Store Calendar



Santa Maria Japanese Business Community in the 1930’s



Masa graduated from 
Nara School for Women

Nara Joshi Koto Shihan Gakko



First Teaching Contract 
with Oita High School

The pay was an astronomical $1.50 per month.



Riichi Fukumoto in 1915



Santa Maria Judo Club

Santa Maria team wins first place in a major competition in Los Angeles
1938



Riichi picked up by the 
FBI and incarcerated at 

Ft Lincoln, ND

Fort Lincoln Prison 



Farming in Santa 
Maria Valley  in 

the 20’s



Farming in 
the 1920’s

• In the good old 
days, they sure 
knew how to 
grow a good crop



Kazuko Katagiri

Akira
Chonan of the Miyoshi Family



1st grade at Fairlawn Elementary School in 
1933



Guadalupe 1932Shell Beach 1932

Brotherly Love





Evacuation at 
Christ United 

Methodist 
Church

May 1942 
Departure date 
for Tulare 
Assembly Center



Evacuation from 
Santa Maria

1942



Gila Concentration Camp 1942 - 1945



Visit to Gila 
Concentration Camp 

2009•



This letter of 
apology from 
President 
Bush is 
gratefully 
acknowledged 
however my 
parents who 
suffered the 
most was not 
alive to see it.



Military 
service in 
Stuttgart 
Germany



Jeanne witness my 
graduation at USC  in 

1955



A major event in the life of Toru in 
August 1955



Town & Country Shopping Center 
built by Miyoshi Brothers in 1959 



Toru elected to 
Santa Maria City Council in 1978



Santa Maria City Council 1978



Toru appointed to the 
State of California 
Regional Coastal 

Commission 
by Mayor’s Select 
Committee in 1979. 



Lt. Governor Abel Maldonado initiate his 
career as Mayor of Santa Maria



SB Board of 
Supervisor 1983
Dwayne Holmdahl, 
Robert Kallman
William Wallace 
David Yager
Toru Miyoshi

SB Board  of 
Supervisors 1986

William Wallace 
Tom Rogers 

Gloria Ochoa
Toru Miyoshi
Diane Owens



Queen 
Elizabeth 

and 
Prince 

Charles 
visit Santa 

Barbara 
County 



Toru invited to the Pentagon tour



Toru and Jeanne attend Ecological 
Conference in Venice Italy



One of the benefits of being Supervisor is 
meeting famous celebrities 



Primary Objective
Closing Casmalia Toxic Dump



Thoroughbred breeder, Peggie Gardner,  
names her prize 2 year old, Toru, after 
the “popular”  County Supervisor



60 years later a SMUHS diploma 



Miyoshi and Daum Families at Waller Park



Laura with her 
viola

Logan campaigning 
for  Grandpa



Grandson Logan 
Daum is a Junior 

at MIT and the 
past 2 summer 

has interned first 
at  Cal Tech and 

this year at 
Cornell.  



Miyoshi and 
Daum 

families visit 
Japan.  Toru 
discover his 

roots and 
identity



1945 Graduation Butte HS  Gila CC 
Military duty 1946-1947 .  Recall 1950-1951

1955 Graduation USC.



Not a bad 
looking couple 

after 55 years of 
marriage.

Still useful at age 
82.  Hurry up 

and mark your 
territory, Hana.



A birth 
certificate story 
which probably 

make me 
ineligible to run 
for the office of 

President.  



A story of 3 han
(Japanese signature stamp)



 

 

Outline for Valley Speaks on October 2010.  Thank you 
Shirley for inviting me to speak this morning.  When she 
called last year I informed her I could not guarantee my 
participation at my age and usually plan only 30 days 
ahead.  She informed me no politics so I am counting on 
all of you present to ask any questions, with no holds 
barred.  Acknowledge Shirley Contreras as historian for 
SM Valley.  Present her with my gift for her contribution 
to the SM Times.  Obituary, editorical page and her 
column.  Encourage any questions during my 
presentation.   

 

1.  3 generations of the Miyoshi family 
2.  Introduction of Toru 
3.  Grandfather Kumataro and Uncle Chuichi 
4.  Guadalupe store in 1920 

 

5.   Riichi and Masa.  Wedding picture 
6.   Santa Maria store.  Moved to SM in 1933 



 

7.   Japanese town in 600 & 700 block of SM.  Referred 
to as Jap Town and Tiger town 
 

8. Grandmother Kiku and Masa.  Masa attended Nara 
school for women in  early 1900.  Only 2 school of 
higher education for women in all of Japan.  
Sponsored by missionary.  Most likely converted to 
Christianity during this period. 
 

Present Masa’s newspaper article on discrimination. 

9. Teaching contract at Oita HS for $1.50 per month.   
10. Riichi Fukumoto.   Became a Yoshii to 

perpetuate the Miyoshi family name.  Uncle Chuichi 
died in 1917 so Masa became only child.   

11. SM Judo club.  Riichi was president.   
12. Riichi incarcerated at Fort Lincoln, ND.  Released 

and returned to family in Gila in 1943.   
Read about the discrimination our Issei parents 
faced.  

 



13. In the early years, most Japanese  immigrants 
were farm laborers and worked in Santa Maria 
Valley.  For many this was a important stop as they 
headed to So Calif.  Mr. Ishii who operated the El 
Amigo store in SM told Jeanne and I a story of how 
farm workers with limited funds would pool their 
money and they would pull straw to see who would 
get the money which was used to travel to San  
 
Francisco just to see the picture bride disembark 
from the boat.  

14. Japanese farmer developed row crop irrigation 
to raise vegetable.  Most farming in SMV was dry 
farming at the time.   

15. Akira, chonan of the Miyoshi family.  Graduated 
SM high in 1937, Breeze sport editor.  Attended Keio 
University after 9 months of tutorship to learn 
Japanese.  Straighten the record here.  Nisei did not 
go to college because it was cheaper, they went 
because graduating Universities such as Stanford, 
Cal they could get a job they were educated for.   

16. Toru in 1st grade at Fairlawn. 
17. Brotherly love. 



 

18. Exec Order 9066 signed by Pres. Roosevelt and 
Evacuation Order signed by General Dewitt who 
stated “once a Jap, always a Jap” referring to 
Japanese Americans born in the US.   
 

 

 

Read letter to editorial opposing the Mosque and using 
the Shinto Shrine at Pearl Harbor.  I question the 
wisdom of denying the religion of Islam in our 
democracy.  Freedom of religion.  I agree they would not 
have built a Shinto Shrine, they only denied us our 
Consitutional rights of due process and was incarcerated 
in an American Concentration Camp for 3 ½ years. 

 
19. Evacuation photos at UMC 
20. Do the women and children look like National 

Security risk? 
21. Gila Concentration Camp in Ariz.  

 



 

22. Nostalgic visit to Gila.  Ben Inoshita was our 
guide and host, a former SM resident. 

 

23. Military service 
24. Honorable discharge 

 

25. USC diploma 
26. Wedding bells on August 21, 1955 
27. Miyoshi bros construct Town & Country 

Shopping center.  
28. Campaign HQ for city council.  Actually my office 

was for my campaign, but it sounds good anyway. 
29. SM City Council in 1978 with George Hobbs as 

Mayor. 

 

30. State of Cal Regional Coastal Commission.  Open 
my eyes on the difference of private rights and 
public rights.  The high mean tide of the pacific 



ocean is public property but private development 
has denied access to the beach.  Hollister ranch. 

31. Santa Maria City Council.  Abel Maldonado as 
Mayor.  Santa Maria is fortunate to have one of our 
own in such a high office.  

32. Santa Barbara  County Board of Supervisor 

 

33. Queen Elizabeth and Prince Charles 
34. Pentagon Tour 
35. Ecological Convention in Venice Italy sponsored 

by UCSB, U of Venice and U of Padua.  Paid  for our 
travel and housing. 

36. Meeting famous celebrities. 
37. Casmalia Dump closure. 
 
38. Thoroughbred horse named after the Famous 

Supervisor Toru. 
 

 

39. SM high diploma 

 



40. Miyoshi and Daum families 
41. Laura and Logan.  Summa cum Laude from U. of 

Oregon.  A gifted viola player.  My daughter requested a 
bumper sticker when I was running for Supervisor and 
wondered what she would do with it in Fairbanks AK.  
The picture needs no explanation.  Logan will be 
graduating fr MIT next June majoring in Chemical 
Engineering & Physics 

 

42. Japan visit.  Discovering my identity and roots. 
 

 

43. Conclusion 
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