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Center at Puvallup Falr Grounds in Washioecton, we were transparted to the
hastily erected barreck eity in Southern Idaho, Here I found myoelf the only
Christ dan worker tralned for worklag with the Nisel young people, lHore was
the true test of both my theological tralning and my Christian fadth,

One of the first tasks wus to reerult leadership for Suadey Schools
and for the religious progran for our youth, Preaching services wore organe
iged within tvo wechks, We were fortunate in having mwu M w

tarily eveeuated theuselves from bhe Weet Coast jo mm mnl monthee

Among the first arrivils were the Rev, Bl Thomape o hudint. cﬁum\nry:
Miee Lether MeCollough and flev, Emery Andrews, Bapt let Home Missicn worimre,
Later, obthers who helped in the youth progrem were iflss Gladys Halsery a

Fresbyterian miselonsry; !iss Ethel Hempstead, s former Methodlot nlsslone

ary inJJapan and !iise Nore Bowman, also &« forrer misslonafy in Joran for

the Chureh of England, The lady missionaries sent a great deal of their v
time with the lIssei, Rev, Everett Thonpson and I sssuned full recponpibhility
for work among the Nisel in the ecenter, Rev, Brery Andrevs divided his tine

 ecually between the eenter and looking after evacise intereste in Seubbtle,

Me drove o nwiber of cars belonglng to the eveowes from storage in Sodttle
to nm.wtwm aleo fortunste in the help that the loeul WeReds coyplayecs
geve us in the church program, Without them and the nissionurics, ‘t.he Fede
ercted Christlan Chureh would not have been able to serve the youh moarly

@o effectively, There wae a constarmt turnover in the W, R.A, poresonngl, bt
thooe who stayed with us most of the time were Mise alice Gwinn, !liss Heeo
Hunt, !iss Jesele Koonts, lies itinnie Sehmidt, Mise Marie Johnson, and

Hee VWillard Jaeger, Others who helped while they were at the center were
M&u Lulu Jones, Hr, Robcﬁ. Duvidson, 'ire John Phillips, ur. Goorge *m,
VWies Koch, !iiss Maribolle Hines, Mr, Charles Fleischman and ono oF two others,

 Mre, Gverett Thompson and Mirs, Erery Andrews were dependuble bohind the
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The Federated Christian Chureh included iHlsed who prior to evuewstion,
had been necbers of Bastist, Congregatdisnal, Episcopal, Noliness, tethedist,
and Preshyterian churches, We enjoved a prosperous chureh progran dm-ing'
our first church year, The Nisei Mass Gholr of mpmimdy 100 volges
under the direction of lire, Mae Hare sang three tinee before wudionoes of
WMH & thousand pecple each at Rupert, Twin Falls, and Jm;
Ancther of our projecto wes & midweek forus with sttendances mnnsm into

During the spring of 1943 relocution gained momentuam ae ovVaC0C
wero cleared for resettling in the Midvestern aad Bastern States, 4o a
Church, we tried to interrrete the outside situation t§ the youn~ poople
* and counseled with them as they wade plans for thelr fiture, The mmjorlty
of our eollege~age young people relocsted during 1943, A grest nuber of the
Hisel received scholarship ald through the Natfonal Student Heloeution
Counell,

 Our Eng)ish worship services for Uisel were held at difforent ends

of the omp._. The sttendance was well over LOO during the esrly days of the '
center, later this dwindled down, but the average during the fismét tus
voars, 19434k, mm around 300, The thiré year found Lhe oorvices
éudiling fosther dn ausber ukll they vers shandoned altogetier in Serterbor
& 1945, TRelocation was a potent fuctor in our work ag it took our loadership
away from the center, thus making it ¢ifficult to keep up tie prograsn, During

tho last half of our écnt.cr 1ife, we were devoting our energy in worlk with
the bigh school age youth and children,

Our youth progran included the morning worship services, Chureh Sehool
 elasses, youth fellowship meetings, and mid-seek Bible or missions study, We
‘had a guest spealer on the average of once a month, and frequently gronpe of
Christisn youth from outside churches in the nearby aves came in for jolab
“eetinge on Sunday evenings, These gutheringe were grectly adk lcipabed by
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our youth, Even move 6o were trips to Ghristlan Endeavor or dencain:t lonal
conferences on the outside, Bach month we set a group out to elther & confe
erence or & joint youth felleowship, We enjoyed a fine fellowship with the
Paptist, Christien, Presbyterian snd Methotist churches of the nearby towns,
Durdng the first two yuuw:m fortunaste ia belng able to requisition gov't,
truels for such owtlags, Later, when the nee of these trucks was rostricted,
ve were uble to charter privete buses, Ofr youth also locked fowvard 8o
Joint shwating partles with ehurch groupe in Mnhuo. |

Hany youth found opportunities for service in eddting the chureh paper,
"The Heruld,® .Jamong the editars were az Talla, Akire Hakino, nhoabi and
Musaru 0del, Hircbo Zakoji, Masakil Pujlhara, Calvin Oba, Bunice Torll, and
Relen Morioka, There wue ueually & staff of six to ten aseisting in the proe
ductdon of this weekly paper which had & eirculation of 600, Others holped
by dodng seereturial work in the offiee, tecchins Sunday Sehool olucees,
arrang lag worship eenters for tie regular serviges, olunl;ag up after the
eervices, uwhering, delivering messagds and notices on the chureh bicvele
publiedging meet inge, and elaging in the choirs,

During the summers of 1943, 1944, and 19&5 we sent dalom to
the church cumpe opersted by the Christlan, Baptist, iethodist, and Presbye
terlsn churches, In the swmer of 1943, there were 70 in abbtendaness in
1904, 80 und 1n 1945, Lb4s Full scholarships were given to some of the young
people and others received grante covering one-talf of treir exyenpesy Through
Lthe cooperst ion of the Stwient Christian Associstion we were able Lo send
delegates to a nuiber of reglomal and national conferences, In Degerber of
1943 wo sert a delegate, Hiroto Zakoji, to the Hational conrm for students
st Tooster, Ohio, Two delegetes were serh with pereission of the Western =
Defense Commund in 1944 tothe Student Christ h:%g:fi:ﬁzo at Sesbocly Yash,
Ve also obtuined permission to send three girle to the Bajtist Arre Tanna
Camp in Oregon, Two boys were set the ssme rear to the Studort Christian
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- Assogintion Conference at Retes Park, Colorado, In 1945, we again hed the
privilege of being represented at Seabeck with two delegates, Also, &
delepate vas sent to the Instithtte of Internatiocnsl Relatione in Portland,
Oregon, These conferences were helpful in enlarging the hopizons of many
youbh and giving them faith and eonfidense in the future,

In Maroh of 1943 we sbsesved our firet Religious Emphasis Woels, The
srealiers were locul men of various denominations: Rev. Charlos doroje of
Jerone, lev, Broocks Mocre of Burley, and Rev, Hark Cronenberger of Twin Falls,

Iri Wove-ber of the same vear with the cooperation of the Dept, of Dwunmellen
of the Pederal Council of Churches, a Yational Christlan iiselon vas held,
Our syeskers included the fev, Herbert Nicholson of Fasedena, Calify; ‘i
flenry Croes of Linfield College, Dr, George Roseberry of Twin Falle, and
Dr, Herold V, Jensen of Seattle, In ipril of 1945 the Young Feopliete Chrise
tian Conference was held et Hunt, This wae the culmination of hapsy ehurch
pemories for the teen-age youth in thelr three vears of reloestlon cemter
life, The ofricial registration was 400 with a tobal of 3200 attending
the seheduled meetings, Among the loaders vho made it worthuhile were Rev. L oA
Eands ¥haley, "se Isabelle Gates, fiev, Bill Uenne, all of Partland, Opegon, g
and Dr, Ggorge Roseberry of Twin Falls,

In our work constunt emphasis was put on the worldewide miscion of
the Chureh, The presence of former miselonaries Lo Jepan wes opxdiolie of
the missionary outreach of the Christisn falth, Oyr missionary giviag to the
dencminut ions represented in the Pederated Church refleet this spirlit,

In 1943, the young people and children in the Church School gave 540,55,
The following year, 194L, we pave ©563,67,
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Our record of batisms totul 103 young people, Over @ half of
theve came out of nonwChristian backgrounds, In addit ion nime babics
vore baptiaed (Nethoddst) and eloven dedicated, Tweatyetwo Hethodlot
yousg peorle were confimed, Those prefering inversion were bujtised by
Rev, Emory indrews in the Piret Daptist Church in Tvia Fulls, Te are
grab ified espeelally by the decisions being made by young people after |
relogat ion, lany were imtroduged to the Christian Church in Lhe conter
and Mave omthlnd thelr church attendanee on the ou.dm.
, The Pedersted Christisn Churel necbers also acted s6 aww
~ W!wthoOhMmgiﬁanwwm center {ron interceted church
groups, Many of our young people assisted in wrepping gifte, ewiing
niseelleneous packages and writlng thanleyou nobes, ; A

umw\whﬂcam only to serve with my coeworikers in the
Ghaved progres but 4lso to partisipate in other types of oomumisy sotivie '
tiss, A:wt.hommt advisor ort.ht uumunmo.wm eem!.t-_
teenuny Cube-naster for the loowl Cub Pack, chalrman of the 1ocal Y lCeie
Board, sponsor of the Block 28 Neighborhood Y Club, and a mesber of the
Keloestion Plenning Gonmission, The relocstlon of capable leuders from
t'w ecerter placed ummof rm&bnaymthoaoofww |
reruined until the elosing days,

The encouragemsnt, the financlal and worel ewpport, of owr :’awiun
Basbiot flows Miselon Soclety gave that feeling of ssourity vhieh onbled
o to mintster with confidence and withowt worry about the tegporal needs
" of 1ife, I um espeedally grateful for the opportunitiss mde pocolble
by Dr, Joha W, Thones for occasionsl tripe amay froa the ceabor, They
enabled me to malnteln & elear perspective, 3 '
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fron'the mind, They are indelibly & part of us, There have boon valucble
lesoons loerned abowt people and humsn relationships, Some of tle friende
ehips made will be 1ifelong ones, The greabest reward and s Zofuoslon 1n
qrwkhuoaufmsh-privmpofhlphcmm”h
Chriet lan faith, konmmpmmghummwomlmh
a el contribution in the bullding of & Christian nation and world,

L it S o

Wuthh%wahmdinmmm
goung people, I asked Tad Muraoke, now relocated in Debroit, Lo write
o-pnmutorthuupon. The cthers are mostly execerpts fron letters;
two of them were personal btestimonies written in the center,




Teddy Takaya, Portland, Oregon

I see now & definite purpose in life, I have more of & senoe of
responsibility now than I heve ever had, When before I was oither too
stupld or too ealloused to extend sympathy, I am much more syrpathetie md
understanding, a8 I repeat, these are small things, but I hawe locrned
to appreciste God in these simple things, Christ has an effoct on the
soul as no cther factor has,

Christianity has given me confidence in the future, I belicve only
a Christian can have such complete confidence, when I venture Lo anye
th I feel the assurance of God behind me, I believe that 4f I lost
the Christien relligion I would almost immediately become irrecponsible,
egotlist iedl, selfish and an intemperate person, Christ has nowt o me
ae mueh a8 water to a flower,

Calvin Obha
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