VINIDOEA - Hovemher, 1943

Since evervone of you cannot wvisit us personslly, may I cescribe some-
thing of the general life of our cdesert colony, The Minidoka project is enly
20 miles from the city of Twin Falls, Idaho., One vioulcd never dream that there
existed such a colony even from a few miles awvay, except for the fact that
there arises into the sky two huge water tovers and a tall "rick smoke stack
of the hospital. 4ll of a sudden, as one rounds the benc, the project breaks
into viev, There i: a raging irrigstion canal running elong the bend which is
the source of #11 the greenery to he seen, Coming nearer there are row upon
row of drab barracks similar to an army encampment,

At the entrance there has: recently beén erected a p{pturesque pass office
mede eut of logs., Also on either side of the readway cr¢ erected pillars made
from lava rock which are so plentiful here, Ve enter th& project,

Upon closer examination we find that each barrack s divided into six
rooms of various sizes eoulipped with electricity and a péthelly stove, Cots
and blankets were the onlv other original equipment:. Evacuees had to huild
their own furniture, On closer examination of the physical equipment, you will
see that the barracks are arranged in s patilern known as a "blbck", There are
thirty-six blocks in all, FEach block consists of twelve barracks lined up in
rows of six on either side of the block dining hall, and a common launcry and
toilet building, People eat in army fashion in the mess halls, There is a
green painted recreation hall on one side of the block, In all, the project
occupies 946 acres,

Since the pioneering heginnings of our colony in vhat seemed to be @ hot
searing desert over a year ago, there is appearing the semblance >f an orga-
nized comnuiity, No longer are we stuffing the cracks around the window cas-
ings to keep out fine dust %hich would sift in to give evervone a powder beth,
inter from the irrjgation ditech is making the hard encrusted sround to send
forth struggling blades of welcome grass., During the summer months a brilliant
profusion ©f colorful flowers brought cheer to the drab tarpapered barracks.
Transplanted trees have taken root and soon there will ‘e shace for the child~
ren to play uncer,

Certain of the blocks are designated for school use, Gra~ar and Ligh
school are held in the same nonotonous barracks as the living quarters for
people, Since last year, a number of improvements have been made, equipment
added, 2nd nost important, additions t> the teaching staff. There are 260
pupils in the nur-ery schools, 805 in the elementary schools, =»né 1300 pupils
enrolled in the comhined junior and senior high school,

This community hes its stores, two barber shops, two shee repairing shops,
two dry cleaning shops, tvo watch repairing shops, and even a fish market open
once a vieek, Tucked away in a corner of one builcding is a "tofu" factory,

This is a Japanece fodéd product made from soy beans and considered an essential
part of the Japanese diet, All the business establishments are operatecd on a
cooperative basis, There are four libraries, FEach week a paper called "The
Irrigator" is published,
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Out of what was nophing but an alnost unbroken line of sagebrish and lava
rock, 270 acres of land were put into prodietion this past yeari Work is being
done to prepsre at least 1000 to 1500 acres of lond for next year, +The local
farms produced enough fresh vegetables to be self-sustain . re during the summer
montihs, Enough potatoes for o vesr wss grown, roct vegetaliles stoned for the
winter months, and 11,096 caas of home—grovin tomatoes, weighing tw
half apiece were cenned Curing the month of October,
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The Christian chvrches in the center are workiag in » federctef progran.
Constituent menters include Baptist, Congregationnl, Episcopal, Moliness, tethe
cdist, and Presbyterian, Over 500 ave eirolled in the Church Sclool, The two
Laglish specking services for vouth aversge well over 30C eacl Bundiy. Tliere
arc s:ecial Japanese speaking services for parents wiich recch 375-A00 each
Sunday, Besides tiese, there zre evening vouth fellowships ~nd aidieek services,

The purpose of the Var “elocation Autiority is to restore foiilly units
to normal society. Zvery effort is extesded to the goal of liguidaifin: as me.ny
of the ten relocation centers 2s nos«ible curing the curation, One.pf the ten,
Tule Lake in NortlLern Califoraiz, has heen set aside as an internment camp for

"disloval" evacuvecer, Those remzining in the nine other centers sre free to 20
any pisce in tne ccuatrv excernt bzck to the Pocific Coast, Approxi~mitely
16,000 of the 100,000 evecuees have relocated thus £°r, :linidoka is leacing
all centers in the nunber of permanent relocation uith 17% of the original
9,500, The cepletion in the ranks has been fillecd bv newconrers froa|Tule Lake,
Relocation of family units is'r slow and tecious process, i‘ost of the rarents
are in their fifties and sixties and have little resources leit to start anew
again,
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ihile the process of rehabilitnting family units is going on, t!¥ Chris-
tian Church is busy serving in the centers, It is helping in stndentlreloca—
tion, fanmily relocation, ministry to thése 4im physical neec as well £s\spiri-
tusl need, and pointing people to the higher epiritusl wvalves of 1life|. ‘The
plzans for a cowmuaity Chiristmas with zifts for every child has been ¢

b+ 31

e largely
ta the efforts of the Christian Church, Ile would aot “e ~ble to do akch without
the strength which comes fron tie cooperstive effort on the part of owr Crris-
tien friends on the outside, ‘

There are many other thines to be saicd concerning our cesert cit%. j i
there are questions that come to your mind please vrite us, ‘

Tsutomu Fukuyanma ) 1
Federated Cliristian Church
Hunt, Idaho
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