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They Work For Victory

The Story of Japanese Americans

and the War Effort

| INEDIE X

""Americanism is not. and never was, a matter of race or

ancestry.

"Every loyal American citizen should be given the oppor-
tunity to serve this country wherever his skills will make the

greatest contribution — whether it be in the

"ranks of our armed torces Page 6
"'war production 15
"agriculture 2
'Government service 26
"other work essential to the war ettort” £ 78

—from a speech by Franklin D. Roosevelt.
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WHO AND WHAT ARE THE NISEI?

NISEl: Second generation of Japanese in Amer-
ica, or, American citizens of Japanese ancestry.

A decade ago the term "Nisei" was virtually un-
known in the American vocabulary. Today it is coming
iInfo common usage and doubtless future editions of
dictionaries will carry the word and its definition.

Though specifically it means ''second generation"
Japanese Americans, the term is more commonly ap-
plied to all persons of Japanese ancestry in this country,
and it will probably be used to designate Americans of
Japanese descent of the third and fourth generations, or
so long as such a designation is needed. It is the hope
ot the Nisei themselves however, that in the future such
racial identification will become unnecessary and that
they will be called simply "' Americans."

A cross section of the Nisei would reveal a repre-
sentative American group.

There would be a few who have achieved national
tame like Sono Osato, star of the ballet and the New
York musical, "On Your Toes," and Isamu Noguchi, sculp-
for-designer. There would be a group of young scien-
fists and artists who have not yet achieved national rep-
utation for their work but have in their fields performed
creditably and often brilliantly. Among these would be
Dr. Henry Tsuchiya who, at the University of Minnesota,

has been directing experimental studies on sulfa drug
research and has carried on chemo-therapeutic studies in

work which must at the present time be regarded as
contidential; Dr. Eben Takamine, doing important war
work on a new process for the production of penicillin:
Dr. William T. Takahashi, 1944 Guggenheim fellow, work-
INg in virus reproduction at Rochester University; Aiko
Tashiro, pianist and teacher at Bennington College in
Vermont; Dr. Edward Hashimoto, associate professor at
the University of Utah; and Min Yamasaki, architect and

designer.

But the great majority of the Nisei, like the great
majority of Americans everywhere, are everyday people
working at everyday jobs. They are farmers, domestics,
small business men and workers. Some are professional
men, others work with their hands. They are dentists,
newspapermen, tieldhands and lawyers, and politically
they are Democrats and Republicans in approximately
the same ratio as the rest of the voting public.

Like all Americans, they lived normal, busy lives

until Pearl Harbor broke suddenly and devastatingly
on December 7, 194].

Because the Nisei were racially identified with the
enemy Japanese, they were subjected to a test of pa-
friotism and loyalty never before demanded of
Americans.

Within a few months of the start of war, all per-
sons of Japanese ancestry were evacuated from the
coastal areas of California, Washington and Oregon and
parts of Arizona to relocation centers within the interior.
One hundred and twelve thousand people were thus
moved, and of these some seventy thousand were Nisei,
or American citizens. The rest were their alien parents,
most ot whom had spent upwards of twenty years in these
United States.

The centers were huge, sprawling camps in desert
wastelands of the western and southern states. Barbed
wire fences enclosed the living and working areas, and
armed sentries patrolled by night and day.

Under a program of relocation the Nisei were
allowed to move from these camps to any part of the
United States save those areas from which they were
evacuated. Despite the difficulties of making this new
move, thirty thousand Nisei did manage by the end
of 1944 to relocate to midwestern and eastern states,
and large numbers of them went into farming and war
work.

Thousands more were called directly into the Army,
and blue service stars went up rapidly in the barrack
windows of the relocation centers.

But even within the centers the work for an Amer-
ican victory continued. War bond drives, Red Cross
work, the production of camouflage nets for the U. S.
Army and the making of plane models for Navy train-
ing courses were some of the direct war contributions
coming out of these desert camps. The Nisei were
proving that despite the barbed wire and the armed
sentries, they could and would prove their loyalty to
the country in which they were born.

On December 17, 1944, that loyalty was vindi-
cated. The Army on that day announced the reopening
ot the West Coast and the end of the evacuation.

The Nisei had shown by loyal and courageous Army
service overseas and by honest, earnest efforts at home

that their ioyalty was wholly American.

This is the story and a recounting of that loyalty.
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THERE WAS RAIN, SNOW, AND THE GERMAN ENEMY ON THE WESTERN FRONT
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JAPANESE AMERICANS IN KHAKI

All ALONG THE WESTERN FRONT men talked of
the ''Lost Battalion."

For five days 270 infantrymen of the 141st Regiment

of the 36th Division had been trapped behind German
ines near Bruyeres. They had no food, medical sup-
olies or means of communication. Their water supply
was a swampy mudhole, and when death came to the
severely wounded, prayers were spoken over their bodies
in whispers so that the enemy would not hear.

The whole surrounding countryside had been thor-
oughly mined, and the Germans held strong roadblocks
all around.

On the sixth day American planes were able to drop
food and supplies, but after dive-bombing, they tlew
off again into the sullen French skies.

It was the eighth day of isolation when one of their
lookouts sighted a soldier in American uniform mak-
ing his cautious way toward their slip trenches. The
uniform was worn by a Japanese American, Ptc. Mutt
Sakumoto.

The "Lost Battalion' had been saved, and the tirst
men to reach it were members of the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team, an all-Japanese American unit. For this
action twenty-nine Nisei soldiers were decorated, and
posthumous decorations were awarded eight others who
died in effecting the rescue.

The story of Japanese American men in unitorm
has been a story of dramatic bravery. Eighteen thou-
sand ot them, proud of the uniforms they wear, are to-
day proving to the world that they will live and fight—
and if necessary, die—for the country of their birth.

They come from city and village, farm and factory,
and thousands came from the relocation centers to which
they were evacuated. Almost one thousand designate
as their home the relocation center at Poston, Arizona,
and the huge service billboard at the Minidoka center
in ldaho has recently acquired two new wings to ac-
commodate all the new names as their owners marched
ott to U. S. army camps.

The Purple Heart Battalion

The first all-Japanese American unit was the 100th
Intantry Battalion, composed of Japanese American
servicemen trom the Hawaiian Islands. Former mem-
bers ot the territorial quard, they were sent in 1942 to
Camp McCoy, Wisconsin, for training, and then to
Camp Shelby, Mississippi.

They trained like demons, these men of the 100th.
They had lost friends and relatives in the attack on

Pearl Harbor that fateful 7th of December, 1941. They
had participated in the defense ot their homeland that
day, and some of them had died in that detense. One
of their comrades, Private Torao Migita, had been one
of the first American soldiers to fall at Schotield Bar-
racks when the Japanese planes flew overhead. The first
Japanese officer taken prisoner that day was captured by
two of their men, and the first Japanese submarine was
taken by a patrol of Japanese American soldiers led by
Ptc. Thomas Higa.

So these Japanese Americans of the [00th Battalion
went into action aching for revenge. Had they had
their way, they would have faced the Japanese enemy,
but the Army decreed otherwise.

They went into action in Italy on September 2,
1943, and within months their exploits became legends
that spread through the American troops abroad, that
were repeated on the continent and were caught up
hungrily by the people at home in the Hawaiian lslands.

They landed at Salerno and then inch by inch they
fought their way up the ltalian boot. It was bloody
fighting all the way. There were days ot tast moving
when objectives came into sight and detenses crumblea
before them. But there were more days when the going
was slow, tough and hard. _

They crossed the Volturno—three times in all. Twice
they fought their way over, twice they were beaten back.
But the third time they stayed. They launched the first
infantry attack against Cassino, spearheading the Amer-
ican move against this city. They participated in battles
at Beneventu and Santa Maria Oliveto, and they cap-
tured San Michele.

By the end of 1943, 96 of them had been killed, 221
wounded. The casualties marked a one-third loss in this
unit ot 1000 tighting men.

By July, 1944, they were well up the Italian boot.
On July 19, led by Lieutenant General Mark W. Clark,
they led the way into Livorno, and on the 27th of that
month Gen. Clark bestowed upon them a distinguished
unit citation. I+ was at this time that Gen. Clark said
to the members of the 100th: ''Your record in battle has
been marked by one outstanding achievement after an-
other. You are always thinking of your country betore
vourselves. You have never complained through your long
oeriods in the line. You have written a brilliant chapter
in the history of America's tighting men."

The unit had been awarded 900 Purple Hearts, four
Distinquished Service Crosses, 36 Silver Stars and 2|
Bronze Stars within its first six months in the line. lts
record had been written in blood, and the 100th Intantry
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The Minidoka Relocation Center proudly presents poards were swamped by 10,000 eager volunteers. "'This
its Military Honor Roll. Standing is Masako Fuijii, is the chance I|'ve been waiting for," said Christian |
Wac volunteer from Minidoka. Nakama as he volunteered. "As Americans we're en-
TSR titled to get a crack at Tojo, Hitler and Mussolini."
Battalion was thereafter known as ''The Purple Heard Fitteen hundred young men from the relocation cen-
Battalion." ters signed up with recruiting teams. Four brothers—
Within the months following, the men of this single Chet, Howard, Kenny and Ted Sakura volunteered at the
oattalion added new honors to their star-studded record Minidoka relocation center, and to their mother, Mrs.
ot battle. By March, 1945, this record included |547 Misa Sakura, Secretary of War Henry Stimson wrote:
Purple Hearts, 2| Distinguished Service Crosses, seven "l am sure that you are proud of your sons who have
Soldier's Medals, six Legions of Merit, 73 Silver Stars, willingly taken their places in the defense of their
96 Bronze Stars, 16 Division Citations, two awards from country."”
the ltalian government and the War Department Distin- The 442nd went into training in the lush pine
guishead Unit Citation. growths of Mississippi and the swampy grounds of ‘
The intantrymen of the 100th had come a long Louisiana. Volunteers all, they were imbued by a fight-
way trom the sandy beaches of Hawaii and the West ing taith and tervor that spurred them on, even during
Coast. their early training days. They adopted as their slo- '
e S EsrBrokek g:sk.e;eo For Broke." They had put all their eggs in one

It, early in 1943, there were still some doubt as to They went overseas in June, 1944, and at this time the
the loyalty ot the Japanese American soldier, it was not |00th Infantry Battalion was officially made a part of the
snared by the War Department. In January it an- 442nd. Their first action was with the Fifth Army in its
nounced the recruiting of Japanese American volunteers drive on Livorno. They went into battle with vigor, and
for a new unit, the 442nd Combat Team. in four days they charged titty miles.

The announcement brought a clearcut indication of From the ftirst they were subjected to the most in-

the sympathies of young Nisei. In Hawaii local draft tense front-line tighting in the ltalian theater. In the
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JAPANESE AMERICANS IN SERVICE: Top
row, left to right: PFC. TAKESHI YATABE,
wounded in action: MAJOR WALTER TSU-
KAMOTO; 2nd LIEUT. KEI TANAHASHI,

killed in action.

Lower, left to right: PFC. HACHIRO MUKAI,
kiled in action: PFC. PRISCILLA YASUDA;
2nd LIEUT. MOE YONEMURA.

first 29 days of fighting they lost 120 of their men. They They have been at Bataan, in the Marshalls, Tarawa,
were attached then to the 34th Division, which had a New Georgia, Guadalcanal, Bougainville, Leyte and al
record of more days in the line than any other American those island points where American fighting men have
unit. struggled with the relentless Japanese enemy. In Burma,
On October 15 they went on into the Seventh Army Sgt. Kenny Yasui, known as the ""Baby Sergeant York,"
front in France, where they led the rescue of the "Lost captured thirteen enemy Japanese on the Irrawaday
Battalion," and they were on the way to Germany. River. On Leyte Sgt. Frank Hachiya, on a special and
And when Lieut. Col. Virgil R. Miller, executive of- dangerous mission, was shot by a Japanese sniper. He
ficer of the 442nd was questioned regarding the unit, was barely able to return to headquarters, but he ac-
e said: complished his mission and then died ot his injuries.
"What do you think of the Japanese Americans S/Sgt Shi‘geo lto was awarded Hf-xe Bronzeﬁ 'SJra.r Mleidal
as fighters—that's what you want to know, is it? All and'R&?bon hEkoh AR AL A oAl Le-yjre AU Phl_ippmes Tor
right, then, you can quote me as follows: H‘iey're the rr}em’rorlou.s SErvice [N C?ﬂﬂGCﬂOF WITN mtll’r‘ary opera-
~ best outfit in the United States Army." He paused, fions against ‘rhe. SOy | ng- fo tought in .Jrhe Attu
then he said: "You can go so far as to say that and Kiska campaigns In Alaska in 1943, Serv-ed‘ in Hawaii
they're the best damn outfit in the United States with the 28th Division, and then went on fo join the 77th
| Army!" Infantry Division in the Philippines.
Many Nisei Americans served with Merrill's Ma-
In the Pacific rauders in that outfit's savage attacks upon the enemy.
But all of the island outposts have known these Japanes2
Little news has come out of the Pacitic area regard- American soldiers. A number of them have been deco-
ing Japanese American troops in that theater of war. rated for bravery, some of them have died in action.
But theirs is a striking and dramatic story. Several thou- And of them the radio commentator, H. V. Kaltenborn,
sand of them are today proving that the Japanese Amer- has said: ''American-born Japanese are doing one ot
ican is as eaqger to fight the Japanese enemy as the the areatest services for our Pacific armies.”
German. There was Sgt. Henry Gosho, called "Horizontal
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Hank'' by his comrades in Merrill's Marauders, because
"he's been pinm*d down so often by an machine gun

Hre.

"One of our platoons owes their lives to Sgt. Henry
G.." a fellow soldier once wrote., ''Hank quided the
machine-aun fire on our side which killed every Jap on

that side. The boys who fought alongside ot Hank agree

that fhf"\ hd\ft‘ NeVEer Seell a Mmore tf’l‘[ﬂ, C OO[ aﬂd COHCC}CC]
man Uﬂdtf‘r ﬁl”t“‘. |"iL"" was ﬁ[WﬁYS SO C‘aqer‘ 10 bC WherC
hL‘ {C‘Ll‘d L"U O{ fhf‘ H]OT” Use ﬁnd c”(‘(“vcnc'ﬁs ﬂnd ihﬂl

was always H]L‘" hot SPO{.
Hank, who killed his share ot the Japanese enemy,

always brushed aside talk on that score. ''Honorable
ancestors much regret meeting Merrill's Marauders," he
would say. i N L

In December, 1943, a Nebraska tarm boy came home
trom the wars. He was Sgt. Ben Kuroki, top turret gunner,
who participated in 25 heavy bombing missions over
Furope, North Atrica and the Middle East, and then
begged for more. He was granted another five missions
with his Liberator crew, and then came home.

Ben Kuroki volunteered tor Army service on the
day atter Pearl Harbor. Suspicion held up his enlistment
until January 5 of the following year, but immediately
following his enlistment he begged tor duty in the Pa-
ic area. He had a tough time getting onto a crew

nd into active duty. During his training period he was
called "Keep 'em Peeling,”' because he peeled so many
potatoes waiting tor an assignment.

JAPANESE AMERICAN WAC Chito Isonaga, native of

Koloa, Kauai, eats her New Year's dinner with 57 com-
rades who enlisted in the Women's Army Corps in the

Territory of Hawaii. Photo by U. S. Army Signal Corps

e

He went fina ly to Europe, though he said, "'| didn't
join the Army with the intention of tighting in Europe.
| joined to avenge Pearl Harbor."

This spring it was reported that Sgt. Kuroki had
finally achieved his ultimate wish. He was reported ir
the Pacific theatre, and he wrote home to a triend, "
must concentrate on dropping some ‘roses’ on Tokyo
Rose."

On February 21, 1945, a large audience at the
Poston relocation center watched quietly as Brigadier
General J. H. Wilson pinned the Distinguished Service
Cross upon Mrs. Matsu Madokoro.

The award was a posthumous award to her only
son, Pfc. Harry Madokoro, who was killed on the Italian
tront.

During the final assault on an enemy-held tield near

Molina A Ventoabbao, ltaly, Pfc. Madokoro advanced
ahead of his squad to a strategic position from which he
could deliver effective automatic rifle tire. He dispersed
a nest of snipers, neutralized another enemy nest and
enabled his platoon to take a stragetic hill. At Luciana,
Madokoro occupied an advance position and proceeded
to fire on the enemy entrenched on the outskirts of the
town. With heavy fire directed at him, he held his posi-
tion and provided covering fire when his squad was torced
to withdraw. The following day, when his squad became
separated from the remainder of the company within
the town, he provided tlank protection against enemy
attacks. The enemy entered a nearby draw and threw
hand grenades at him, but Madokoro crawled toward
the draw, tossed a hand grenade into the enemy position
and neutralized it.
He died in the line of duty on August 25, 1944. His
citation noted that his Distinguished Service Cross was
awarded ''for extraordinary heroism in action” on two
separate occasions.

X X X

War Department notifications of death or wounds
received in action have gone to hundreds of Japanese
American families throughout the nation.

Many families have sent two, three and more sons
into the service of their country. Mrs. Haruye Masaoka,
mother of six sons, has seen five of them replace civilian
clothing for the khaki of the U. S. Army. By the end of
|944 one, Pvt. Ben Masaoka, was missing in action, and
two more, Sgt. lke and Pfc. Tad, were severely wounded
in action. One other, Cpl. Mike Masaoka, still remained
overseas.

They are good tighting men, these Japanese Amer-
icans.

And on January 21, 1944, the War Department an-

I«;.
=

>\« \} nounced that Selective Service procedures for the Nisei,
2 temporarily suspended after the start of the war, woula
77\, be resumed. Further, it announced in December, 1944,
¢ that aliens of Japanese ancestry would also be eligible for
military service.

Both of these rights had taken proof of loyalty and
ability, and Japanese Americans in combat had provided

N St # N that proof.
A L E
S s . WD s % :

# S _ 7 : S
’ o 7 ; ..ﬂr'.__':-":."' ;,.ﬁ,.- il V{?ﬁ%%:ﬁfx
T l.'- r

o ____.-:.-:',J'.: .-" ____




Photo by U.S. Army Signal Corps

H‘h\m&ﬂy Loy

: B e
i T o
S R

" .1“..?. .f,..,..

lon

e

> R
o
S
o

o

: R .., ..,,. . ..."
S ..... .... ..“1“.1.._..,..,...._.. u...._ﬂ.,,..r.rﬂ,,r.._...
P\
...J.“-.....m.-_n.-..“. J..un..... o - ...u.. 5, e e
um»ww &xxxw Jm...m,,d
B

%'-.,;-u:.- s

A A
ARG

£ N N
e SRR

" e Ly
S :

R
.uﬂﬂr < i

! oy
e e

Hs Ny
N A R
“. e s .,,.fn - < ='a . ..,..,..r..m..
A .ﬁwﬂ; S ﬁ;%ﬁ ; ,H......mxwwﬁ.ﬁ
AN NN ﬁ%\.w.ﬂ;
. ..... .. ”...............,.-- ..w- .. ._....

b .._......“...._...ﬁ,,.,,.._ o ._.......”.._..

L

inly we shall not settle for less.

&
.

.mﬁwnﬁﬁ..l. n. ; ! & .._._.. ! ...... .” R ... s & Y, .“. e b .._.......“... .f..... w@.ﬂ.

g

e
i,

ngalr,
: ..;w.,,,....,._&._.". e
....“......._,,,. ...?;M

R .
,,.;W,w.m%u#:.ﬁ

Aty o e e, . 3
. h, o e e N " 3 i
T i e .
e e ! o L, e
o G : A
e A e . ) : ;
e . i o N R .
et o S et 3 5 L r S s
i A N N W
# s = # - o 5 s . o e
% .- 3 e o
L : e

duct

%\

#
A

SN AN
Wé“ﬁ&xﬁ#f&xfaﬁ\} %
N CON o N N
BB f%ﬁmﬁmﬁﬁfﬁf :
._ N W) &

i
i

i ."... o = .”..”. ..n.___. ;
R w\ﬂbw".#ﬁnm.. A
. 1 ' nn........““...fu ; . i ..U_u...
SN ﬁﬁfwffﬁffﬁk B

W e e S ey ._,,....“...___..,,......
NN

1t will end jus

combined efforts. our comb

o e
R R S

. o s T g o e al B e S N e
LT s i s " A ....u...... ..

ce
L - .__....n..,.,..... # ek
s e et e e,
. e Sl \W!ﬁxx...&..u.u. i ....
7 N
. L /;/,”. S il
&"....m//mw..fn.....__. .m.umﬂ,;f.____.uw SR
D T
pe e ..?......_.___u.... s
o ..u...........,...a% A
e

O
ye
oN

\%Z

R,

i . e : L, it e .
iy : . : mb e e i X R ......._r 5 e a AN 0N 5 s e o : h . e e 3 - ] - T kN . % .. . ......v“. e “
S .. ) ... ﬁM.wu-\\mmn. o .. e ”..”..u oy, T ....,,.rﬁ;.._”.,x.,m- ..._......... Jm....r.._.rmw“.n:.,.r”x}ﬂxfr ”.M...”... 2 g : ”u.. : # o " b : : A e : A L ... . ”..... .... - . A, v -4 i . i .. . B .-. ..,..,ﬁrfnnu. i =
2 ..ﬁ.mxxhr.wwﬂf % e e A e SN N |
..“ .f....... . % “r ; # .....||.|.. i s e e ety & ..|.|“|.. SR e N . ) e / o e e
i . i, L e r ﬂﬂxﬂ....... .,.._,..M,..ﬂ....w .e.”.xfxpr_.p._.n..qh...u.....ﬁ i .,U...n : s o . e s o .,,........ V,ﬂﬂ".
s % o R " . ..... o S o ; s

b, i

", - # oy A s - g iy e B i, o
e R, e B e ey 7 e el ot oty . e gu SR 5 ; "

s h o o, =, o 2 CE e . L T F, & T b, ™, o o . AL v s J X i s
BRI A P ff.,,,mrf...... b et e e , & e s e o i L - A T e I 8 e = 5 ...n....,.u,”.,u.n_... ]
B ..... o S o . & Tty o e, 3 %, . " 2 - e i = e o ...“

ay

T,

- N o e . o o
....r ...,..M. ......f. ....;f,,xﬂu...hu.xuf.. : b ......“;. “ R : - e ,,.,.r.rx;,,.nrf..,.....u....ﬂ.n_. r.".,.f.r.. : ”..
R e ..._....,.._...fd............-._.m..... R, % ¥ i ... o axfficmrm.m__.”....a”,... :
2 o 3
: "

o
h

.- :
i

to that.

- e s .“..... : ...... ...
N2 S

our.

...,..;.TH .........“...........r :
i St A A
e .....,....ﬁ.......-r ....n - - .....n %, 5,
L

.m...“.x.ﬁ.
- -"- - --I

A
NS
SN

N, s

i L
X o
R : R 3
. T ........ gty o,
o e e M
o =, e oy, N S

W\

o,
e

t end, by our
our combined determination to fight throug

until the end—and the end of militarism in Germany and

is one answer
'taly and Japan. Most certa

-
.

TOOELE ORDNANCE DEPOT, TOOELE, UTAH

“ R ----ﬁ e £

S ,“_ﬂu._.....,“_ :

YOO

N e N A
AN N
Aff“..... o ....._.m._.%...“....“..r .,.....r...,”...... :

g
L

B “.?.,..... e M S
A NN W e
e : x.v R e
r e ..frﬁxmfh‘n\hq.wu”;% e ”.,,,,.H; ",..W.. e

T

DR

. u... .“L i : |.... 'y ; ” o "r ; : : : e nuu . iy o ” .L.l. e .... |” ..|.| ”..1-.1""- " T, .... | e ; ..”. : % r et hy
SN ,,,,,“,/,,%//,, : Sl S R | N4 . NN R A e |
A AR R N AR SRR NN ANy NN N RS S

= e ! o5
] o . x
b o e e g i L SR - e PR &AL o i N P a e A T




S

LIKE THE WAR RELOCATION centers ot the west

the Tooele Ordnance Depot at Tooele, Utah, rose over-
e oL - Fel oA WL ————— night trom scrubland and waste. Within a few weeks the
SRR s A (< L io twenty-seven thousand acres comprising the project be-

came one ot the great munitions centers of the nation.
BRI Hecre in the warehouses, shops, office and administration
puildings, in the rounded igloos and on the tields, men and
SN+ | ~' \omen are working to keep ammunition on the move to
. X ﬂ 2 the fighting fronts. They load ammunition, they main-
12 (S N HE tain compbat equipment in top torm, and they reclaim
artillery cases. Tooele, Utah, is a war city dedicated to
the detense of the nation, and among its hundreds of
residents and workers are many persons of Japanese
ancestry.
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1 | here as mechanics, munitions handlers, loaders, clerks,
stenographers, and typists. Most of them live with their |
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First Japanese American on the project was [om
Okamura, medically dischargea veteran ot World War

ey
........

1. Since he registered, ten more Japanese American war

veterans have taken their place on the Tooele production
ine, taking on the clothes of the war worker tor the

UPPER LEFT: Hugo Kazato, left, and George Kudo load khaki of the American soldier.

2,000 Ib. bombs at the Tooele Ordnance Depot. LOWER The Tooele Nisei are not only proud of their work
LEFT: Japanese Americans store howitzer shells in igloo for defense, they are proud too of the sons and brothers
at Tooele; left to right: Ed Nakano, Jack Chikami, Tony they have sent to the U. S. Army and for whom they are

Kishi. UPPER RIGHT: The "spirit of Tooele" is typified ioading the munitions of war.
by Captain Harley Kinney and Dickie Murakami, 4, whose

father is a war worker at Tooele.
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Japanese Americans at the Sioux Ordnance Depot, Sid- Proud and happy residents of the Sioux Ordnance Depot
ney, Nebraska, unload "prop" charges from box car. project are Japanese Americans Mrs. Taft Beppu and her

two-year-old daughter, Penny.
Charles Nishikawa of Tooele produces for three ng their manpower to the greatest war effort in the

brothers in Army uniform—for Pvt. Harry Nishikawa of history of the world. Thus at home and abroad, these
Fort Snelling, Minn.; for Pfc. Masato Nishikawa, who was voung Americans work and fight and produce for the
twice injured overseas; and for Pvt. Shigeo Nishikawa. inevitable Allied victory.

Another Tooele resident is four-month-old Sandra Gai BUT NISEI AMERICANS ARE NOT ONLY IN ORD:-
Okusu, whose father is a Tooele war worker. Sandra NANCE WORK, for their contributions to the war ef:
Gail's stake in World War Il is a big one; seven uncles in fort are many and varied. In small industries and large, |
the U. S. Army. They are T/3 Cosma Sakamoto, over- in city and country, they are producing directly for the
seas in the Philippines; Sgt. Masa Sakamoto, with the war eftort. V |
442nd in France: Cpl. Walter Sakamoto, with the 442na The green Hawaiian Islands, Paradise of the Pacitic,
in France. wounded in action: Pvt. Calvin Sakamoto, Fort were. after the treacherous Pearl Harbor attack, weak ana |
Snelling, Minn.; Pvt. Ben Okusu, Fort Sill, Oklahoma; Sgt. defenseless. Great hulking ships lay useless in the har
Masaharu Hata, with the 442nd in France; ana Pvt. James bor. Hickam Field was torn by bombs and shells. The
Fujioka, Presido, San Francisco. harbor was laid waste. Twelve men in a rowboat, it was
With such Army-record families, it is no wonder thaf said, could take the islands at any fime.
the Tooele Nisei have run up amazing production rec- But today the Hawaiian Islands have emerged as one
ords at this munitions depot, that their officers have of the strongest military posts inifhe worlc;l_' The islands
bointed with pride to the cooperation, spirit and laud have been re-strengthened, rebuilt, refortitiea.
able good will of these Japanese Americans. Ninety per cent of the carpenters, as w_ell as most
The Sioux Ordnance Depot near Sidney, Nebraska, of the mechanics repairing construction equipment ana |
too, has a large number of Japanese Americans working a large proportion of equipment operators, plumbers,
for victory. Some eighty Nisei are employed here, aaa. electricians and other workers were ot Japanese ancestry,

——— e o




& Production For Victory

according to Remington Stone, civilian assistant to the
army depot engineer for the central Pacific area.

"This preparation would have been virtually impos-
sible without the aid of the many thousands of crafts-
men and other workers ot Japanese ancestry," he said.

Camouflage Nets
I'HE MAJOR WAR PRODUCTION CONTRIBU-

TION of the war relocation centers has been the weav-
ing of camoutlage nets for the U, S. Army. The develop-
ment of aviation reconnaissance and the accuracy of
3 Ay aerial bombardment in present day military operations
Sl ot e has made imperative the masking of troop positions from
ol * | enemy observation.
he idea that nets for this use could be produced
by the Japanese Americans apparently originated at
the Santa Anita reception center, one of the centers op-
erated by the Army to which the evacuees were sent
orior to going to the war relocation centers tarther in-
and.

et _ Certain loyal citizens at Santa Anita, anxious to
B translate idle hours into positive production for victory,
B proposed the camouflage net program to the Wartime
Civilian Control Authority, the Army authority under
: B which the camp was run.
R The ofter was accepted, and operations began
e 8 under the Santa Anita racetrack grandstand, which gave
the height necessary for the suspension of the nets while
work was in progress.

-rom tive hundred to twelve thousand evacuees
have been employed on this project during its existence.
Army engineers were sutticiently impressed by the per-
tormance at Santa Anita to proceed with the con-
struction ot net garnishing plants at the Manzanar, Gila
A % Bl River and Poston, Arizona, relocation centers.

S i Sie - & 1 Each project included tive garnishing sheds with |0

e A 3 R S .  [igs in each, a cutting shed with 20 motor-driven reels,

: A __ P o warehouse, office space and other necessary space.
7 Y e Fach rig could accommodate from eight to sixteen work-
o ey @ b crs, depending on the size of the net being garnished.

Three blends of nets were produced—winter, summer
and desert. Ditterent shades of burlap were used for
each at ratios established by Army specifications. Nets
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JAPANESE AMERICAN WOMEN WORK FOR DE-
MOCRACY: (Cover photo) Ruth Nishi, 21, operating a

turret lathe making parts for gas valves in a Chicago
manufacturing plant.

Photo by Parker for WRA

o R Sudh N RPN BELOW: War Worker Jeri Tanaka, employee in the
. '’y T e T b - Y...49% 1 Modern Lighting and Manufacturing Company in Des

Moines, lowa, a company now working on war contracts.
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of different sizes were in production at different times, where, such Japanese Americans are contributing their

with sizes ranging from nets ot 144 square feet to 2160 share to the nation's war effort.
square teet. The Electronic Mechanics Corporation of Clifton,
Completed nets were spread in the yard and in- New Jersey, has been engaged in secret work for the
spected by the U. S. Engineering personnel for work- Navy, and numbers among its workers seven Japanese ,
manship and adherance to specificaﬂons. When accep’r- Amerfcang. Qinge Shfma' once O]C SJVOCIdOF‘I, Ca]'forn'al |
ed, they were reeted into company sizes and transported Is an engineer in charge ot production at one of the |
to the warehouse, compressed into bales, wrapped in company's plants. At the Rutherford, New Jersey, plant,
watertight paper, strapped with steel bands, stenciled and another Nisei, Toshi Hirata, is in charge of research on i
shipped. spark plugs. Another Nisei, Al Funabashi, also at this
As this was a war contract and items produced are plant, is president of his local union. :
vital to the security of the armed forces, figures on pro- There are many names of Nisei Americans that '
duction and information regarding disposition are secret. might be cited for individual contributions to the civilian |
But it has been recognized that this production of cam- war effort. There is Min Yamasaki, architect and de- i
ouflage nets was of vital importance as a wartime proj- signer who planned the information room for Time *
ect. The net workers, all Japanese Americans confined Magazine at the Time and Life Building at Rocketeller |
to barbed-wire enclosed centers, set high records for Plaza. |
rate of production. This was a war job that could be Yamasaki helped design and construct army bases in l
' done within the camps, and it was done with a will. Newfoundland just betore the Pearl Harbor attack. After |
a year on the Newfoundland job, he aided in con- |
Defense Proiec’rs structing and designing the site of the Sampson Naval |
Training base at Geneva, New York. He was one ot the I
Late in 1943 the R. J. Ederer Company plant in first persons there when the site was opened, and one of ;
Chicago was awarded the Army-Navy "E" for excel- the last to leave when the job was finished. Nor is his |
lence in production for the armed forces. A plant war work tinished. He has planned model housing proj-
engaged 100 per cent in war work, it manufactured cam- ects for war workers and he is at present drawing plans
outlage nets, commercial tish nets, air cargo nets and for airplane test cells.
sports nets tor the armed forces. At that time 33 Japa- There was the father-and-son team, Shiro Ebihara
nese-Americans, most of them women, were proud of and his son Hank, both aliens, both working in Cleveland
their firm's record, participating as loyal employees in at Johnston and Jennings Co. Ebihara worked on tank,
the company's war award. truck and plane parts, while Hank was engaged mainly
Thus in Chicago, in Detroit, in Buffalo and else- in boring gun parts.

Thomas Oki, Japanese American war worker, shown op-

Kenneth Sugioka, Nisei, at work on a precision lathe in erating a flame sprayer applying molten metal on a pis-
the defense plant of the Hathaway Instrument Company ton head for a P-47 Thunderbolt Fighter at the Neo Mold
in Denver, Colorado. Company, Cleveland.

Photo by Parker for WRA Photo by Iwasaki for WRA
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lwo vears aqo a letter directed to President Roose

velt and Secretary ot War Stimson was given wide pub

icity. It came trom Hank Ebihara, and it declared in part:

"'l know you are a very busy man and | hate to
bother you like this when you are so busy in more
important matters . . . | was very happy when Sec-
retary of War Henry Stimson announced that Nisei
Americans would be given a chance to volunteer for
active combat duty. But at the same time | was
sad—sad because under your present laws | am an
enemy alien, | am a 22-year-old boy, American in
thought, American in act, as American as any other
citizen. My parents brought me to America when
| was only two years old. Since coming to America

as an infant my whole life was spent in New Mexico.

"At Pearl Harbor my pal, Curly Moppins, was
kiled outright without a chance to fight back when
the Japanese planes swooped down in a treacher-
ous attack. And Dickie Harrell and other boys from
my home town came back maimed for life. Then
more ot my classmates volunteered—Bud Henderson,
Bob and Jack Aldridge, etc. They were last heard of
as missing in the Philippines. It tears my heart out
to think that | could not avenge their deaths.

"The laws of this country bar me from citizen-
ship—because | am an Oriental—because my skin is
yellow. This is not a good law and bad laws could
be changed.

"But this is not what | want to bring up at this
time. As you well know, this is a people's war. The
fate of the free people all over the world hangs in the
balance. | only ask that | be given a chance to fight
to preserve the principles that | have been brought
up on and which | will not sacrifice at any cost. Please
give me a chance to serve in your armed forces."

Nothing came ot his letter at that time, and be-
cause Henry Ebihara, 22, could not serve in the Army, he
applied immediately tor defense work, and he and his
tather became a father-and-son for defense duo.

Then on November 25, 1944, the War Department
announced that aliens of Japanese ancestry might vol-

unteer tor military service. Henry Ebihara was the first
to volunteer under this new ruling. He was accepted, and

in February, 1945, he was inducted into the U. S. Army,
Pvt. Henry Ebinara.

IN DETROIT, MICHIGAN, the wheels of industry

are spinning tast, turning out the tanks and guns of war
as tast as man and mind can work.. The plants that yes-
terday sent sleek, shiny new cars down the assembly

ines are today turning out sleek and deadly ammunition,
ammunition that will one day find the enemy in the
Pacitic outposts and in Hitler's Germany.

Detroit is a city geared to the war program. Here
almost all employment is considered essential or semi
essential. The huge steel mills and the tremendous auto-
mobile plants are today converted to war production.

And here hundreds of Japanese Americans have
found their place in the war eftort. By January 5,
1945, approximately 2300 Japanese Americans had set-
tled in the teeming Detroit district, which includes all of
Michigan's lower peninsula and Northern Onio.

Of these 2300 approximately 80 per cent went di-
rectly into war work. They found jobs in the huge steel
mills like the Copko, the MclLouth, and the Ryerson plants;
they went to the Chrysler, Cadillac and Ford industries
and other war-production plants like the Guardian Glass
Co., U. S. Rubber and Garwood Industries. And they
found war jobs to be done at many of the smaller plants.<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>