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FRIENDS OF VISUAL COMMUNICATIONS
(NEW ENGLAND)

Box 497. Essex Siation. Boston. MA. 02111
Telephone: (617) 876-1002. 864-2603. 643-8272

The New England Friends of Visual Communications is a cozlition of
organizations and individuals who have come together since January 1981
to organize a Boston-area bvenefit premiere showing of Visual Communications'
"Hito Hata: Raise the Banner," the first feature-length film ever written,
rroduced, directed, and performed by Asian Americans. (Please note the
enclosed information sheet). .

While Hito Hata's completion marks a signifigant breakthrough for
independent feature film in general, its premiere in Boston is, perhaps,
the most important single event ever to involve the area's general Asian
American community. Hito Hata provides both a rich educational opportunity
and a broad-tased context with which a large number of groups can unite.
Its value as an organizing tool cannot be overstated.

The April 5th premiere, then, intends to bring Japanese, Asian Americans,
Third World cultural activists, progressive filmmakers, and others together
for an educational program on the Asian American experience. Specific issues
to be raised are:

1. Asian stereotypes in the media In light of the return of Fu Manchu
and Charlie Chan to Hollywood, the importance of Hito Hata as a
presentation of the Asian American experience from an Asian American
perspective 1s clear. For many of the filn's actresses and actors,
Hito Hata presented their first opportunity to act in nonstereotypic
roles.

e Reparations and Redress Currently there is a national movement led
by Japanese Americans to gain reparations and redress for the material
losses and psychological damages caused by the WWIJ Internment. The
premiere will help to clarify that historical experience for the
audience through presenting the film as well as information tables.

3. Housing Little Tokyo, the focus of Hito Hata, like all Asian and
Third World communities including the South End and Chinatown in Boston,
has faced systematic destruction for twenty years in the name of
redevelopment. 1In appreciating Oda's relationship to Little Tokyo in
Hito Hata, one sees how essential the community is to the survival of
Asians in America and how necessarv it is to fight to preserve the
community now. In this way, we hope to raise awareness and support
for the housing struggles in Boston, particularly in Chinatown.

L.  Asilan American Resources The premiere's program booklet will contain
a resource list of Asian American publications, films, and organizations
to be used as a reference.
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Hito-Hata Committee/ New England Friends of Visual Communications
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Summary of Jan. 17, 1981 Meeting

Present: Rosanna Alfaro, Leslie Gladsjo, Arnold and Janice Hibino, Fred Houn,
eter Kiang, Helen Liu, John Ota, Richard Pendleton, David-ggkura,
Nancy Sato, Akili Tyson, Marilyn Wu.
Organizations Represented: AARW, Children's Museum, East Coast Asian Student Union,
JACL, Nisei Group, Unity Newspaper, USCPFA.

Following personal introductions, a slideshow about Hito-Hata was presented.

As the first feature film made by and about Asian Americans, H-H is a signifigant
breakthrough. Comments about its important role included: to present a piece

of history that everyone should know about; to counter the resurgence of

Charlie Chan stereotypes in the media; to serve as a multicultural tool in

high schools; to provide a context for a broad range of Asian American
individuals and organizations to work together.

Decisions:

(a) to form as a working committee to bring Hito-Hata to Boston

(%) 50% of profits will go to VC; 50% to a fund to be used by a yet-to-form AA group

(c) Premiere will be April %th, Sunday evening in Science Center B, Harvard

(d) Additional showings in Chinatown, high schools, 5-College area are possible

(e) To use our respective organizations in whatever ways we can to support Hito-Hata,
for example, mailing lists, announcements, contributions, etc;;

Other Discussion:

ga) The reality of limited time in light of press and publicity deadlines
b) The need for seed money

c) The formation of committees: PUBLICITY, OUTREACH, PROGRAN-LOGISTICS
d) The importance of defining the audience

e) The coincidence of Hiroshima's East Coast tour with the premiere

{£) The need to recruit people as supporters/endorsers of the film

(g) The need for more people to become involved in the working committee

Next Meeting: Saturday, January 31, 1981 3:30pm, AARW Loft.
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