l‘-- Jaoahese Glrl Stayed in the
Act of Suicide Intended as Prou

test Against Accusatlons

“of Sensatnonal Yellow s
~Jourmal .

Omental Colony Aroused to State of F renzy,.' All
" Caused Tis" Said, by Woman to Whose |

Posmon Sei-Kodama Succeeded -

'f ~5: S i Glove Factory ,

:\ H M i

ND a]I yc ‘sons and dauohters of the
Ocmdent ‘to- learn the sad story of the
Onental aid WllO has rent in twain the
Seattle forces of the M_lkado'

i 'f Seatl:le been swept by..such a storm
of argument ‘nor been wrought up to sucha pitch
of etcntement They have been divided:into - tivo
great-camps, those who take the part'of the "girl
and- those’ who beheve ‘the -attacks'of The Rising
Sun newspa.per ‘were: founded .upon: the truth.

Roughly speakmg, it may be said. that i in this -

connc opera. of real llfe ‘the Seattle subJects of the’

emperor-dre. separatmg themsélves as to: -religion. -
Those:avho: have taken up the precepts of Chris: .

tianity’ are. -siding with the gu'l and her protector,

Rey. 'S_.‘.f’i"oslnoka, and those who are*taking the
partof e edxtor'are Iargely the worslnoers of idols.
Friends of ‘the: tru'l upon whom fire has been cen-
tered proudly clmm that the better classes and the

gmore - respeetable of the Japanese are rallg‘mg to

theu- standards

S But vnth all tlus excltement n \1pponese Se— ,

attlc, the ]lttle maid ‘who i ]S the,’ storm-center re-
mains quietly in the ‘home of the Methodist min-
ister at Ninth “Avenue South and Main Strect,
afraid to venture forth for fear o‘f death at the-
hands of-her enemies, ‘and fearful ‘that cven the
publication’ of her. picture will spur those ‘cnemies
on to’ nolence._ She it was who planned her own
execution as a protest against the assaults upon her

, name, and as a proof of her innocence.

o ! want myself to kill to show untruth of Jap-
anese editor,’ ,she explainied, to a reportér for The
Sunday Times, as if still Iong'mg for post-mortem
nnchca.txon. }

Sei Kodama came ‘across the Pacxﬁc about a,
year ago, from Japan. Her homd was 100 nnles
from Tokyo, and there her parents live. IHer
brother cared for her seveml months, and after his
departure from Seattle to.become a student at the
medical co]lege at Salem, Ore., sl‘e went to Jive w ith

the, Tapanese.-mnnster and his wife. ‘She secured
emiployment in the Nagel & Trager glove factory, .
on Second Avenue South, and there lies the cause
for all this Orreii: tempest, that comes near upset-
tinig the teapot, accordmg to the story the girl her-
self tells. ~ - R R

L{ttle Dughsh does tlus Japanese maid talk,

but ‘while she was sm:mg near Mrs. Yoshioka, wife__
" 61 the Japanese minister, told the story of the oc-
‘carrences that have du\'en Kodama to madness.
ﬁ‘Sel Kodama a good girl, I know; ever since

sﬁe come to our house, said, Mrs. loshxoka, ‘and
hcr brother before that will bear word of her good-
ness. , She now 21 years. of Oldl)CSb, aud p]cnty far

in same glove f: actm)

ilns houble come becausc she was g ‘mzn poauon
that before was. held by a‘bad un- Chrxstlan woman

the-reason. - . <

+“This bad woman feel herself S0l much humﬂ«j
iation over outconi¢ of aﬁ‘an' that. she frocs about-"
_tel]mg 2ll the un“Christianp =5 abiot
this : good girl: that preoccupled he ,,place‘:‘Then‘
comés along Jaj apa.nese ye]low .newspaper’ editor
ust like American .

with desue to sell ‘more papers,,-;

' yellow neWSpaper man. . He: print stories hc hears

“about poor girl in all’ mnocence, ‘not " carmg “ha.t
-_';'\result‘ may be.” ‘

" fear crreatly ‘o ook her brother, “her

.with so much exmtemcnt and unjust accusalions.
But we find hel with her face all whitc, and trem-

’\Iany days The Shm Bun tell untruths about
Kodama, and it make her so. much ashamed she
Ji apanese
fuends, and her honorablé pa.rents in J apan in the
face. So she \demde to e.ld her life, being filled

- bling, and we show her 5o much foohshuess in’com-

mlttmrr her suicide that Way, so now shc no longer
wants- to die, but qual\es lest her cnemles lay her
low by ‘the awful assassmahon.

“ ‘think Japanese newspaper should show more

' responmbllltv to be careful what it says. It almost
. wreck this poor girl's life, and her ha,pp.ness goes

far.away at the thought. After awhile the unjust

 attacks stop in the newspap._r, I know not why.

“Now.she feurs to go outside the house. Some-

.txmes when young men come to. see ‘her she says

‘nd, no, she-will not see them, and that makes her

- more. enemies.
-gir], and-will not associate unless people are good

The truth is Kodams. is ‘unusual

flnd she has likeness for them.
When so much trouble came Kodama had to

give up herglove factory situation; and now she

dales not to.go back, although her employment
calls for lier, and the position awaits. By and by,
all this trouble come'to an end, and then it will be
forgotten for Kodama’s good. I am glad to tell
the people about her, and the 1eal causes that made
all our 1mhappmess. : -

- Mius. Yoshioka has been 1 in America five years,
‘and is a cultivated woman. She is American in
many of her ways, even to her dress, and vith the
politeness of the Far Las‘t she combines the cor-
diality and frankness Of the West.

A novel and diplomatic defense does the Jap-
anese editor make to the chatgc of libel, for he

‘maintains that he did not use the name Kodama in

any 6f his articles. Kodama means the spirit of the
mountains, in the Nipponese tongue, so the name
appearing in ‘The Shin Bun is Yanhiko, but look in
any Japanese dictionary and you will find that Yan
hiko also means spirit of the mountains. Thelefor !
the friends of the girl mainiain it is not a case of
mistaken identity, as the editor Would have the pub-
lic believe. - . : ;
‘But with Editor Xoslnmura and his assistant;

H. J. Kato, in more or Jess of a comproniising

mood, it is likely: that the trial for libel will ; not be
as sensational and mlporta.nt an cvent gswas prom-
1scd if, mdeed the case 1cadlcs trlal

SRS o -~

—at least, so we suppose was.
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