JAPANESE DENIED
CITIZENShIP

Virginia Judge Bars Naval
; Steward, Holding No Alien
{ Eligible Except of White or
i African Descent.

Right Claimed Under Act En-
, franchising Foreigners Who
{ Have Served Honorably in
4 Navy or Marine Corps.

: WORPOLEK, Va, Tuesday, May 4—
Federal Judge Edmond Waddil}, Jr., of
the United States court for the Eastérn
Pistrict of Virginia, in the application
Yor paturalization of Namyo Bessho, a
Japaness “chief steward” in the United
g‘lm navy, denied tho petition, hoNling
t under the federal statute no Jap-
Aanese or alien except of white blood or
of African descent or nativity can be-
oome an American citizen, even though
has seon service in the United Siates

\Vy Or marine cory:
essho clailmed the right of naturali-
wmtion under the act of Congress of July
ﬂf 1894, giving an alien of the age of
years and upward who Rkas served
honorably in the navy or marine corps
thonnsht of citizenship after proper

ooy

- District Attorney Robert . Talley,
a& eaving for the govermnont, reststed
1 s holding that under Scction 2169 of
ederal statutes, as amended in 1875,
nn!y “free white persons” and “sliens
of African descent” are entitled to
patoralization. Judge YWaddil), sustain-
ing this, ruled that the act of 1894 cou"
pot repeal by implication the statute of
1315. and tbat there are no direct terms

Bcssho is preparing an appeal,




