- THE'NEW JAISANESE"TREATY

RES{DE\T T-\PT has sprurw another’ surprise upon thp
) country along .iis- line of pressmg to the issue new

treaties with our foreign friends without any particular

regard to politicgl Influence or the traditional uolicies of the
I{epublwan party. i N
This ‘time it takes the rom of a nmew treaty with Japan!
There is nothing particulaﬂy remarkable about this new
treaty ‘ekcept for the fact that it recognizes Japan as a mod-

i

ern civilized nation instead of the!semi- barbamus power. Wlth'

which:the present treaty was negotiated in 1894.7

The surprise lies rather in the fact that It was carried to
ihe United - States Senate without .preliminary waming from
the, Evecutwa Mansion In thes= the closing days of the regular

session of. Congrcss while there is still so much else to be
done. B

As for the provis:on in the new f_reaty—the omlssxon of all' ‘

reference to hmitn.tmns of immigration of J'apanese into this
cuuntry—there is no need for alarm on that score even by the
peuple of the Pagific Coast, who are, the most vitally inter-
estozl‘m this phase of our fricndly relatxonship between Japan
and ‘the Un[ted States.

No one who knows anything at all’of the Japanese char-

acter, or the veneer of pride which covers' almost ev ery
species o€ the dlplomatxc relations between two powers of
the first order could e\pect that Japan would sign any treaty
wiich cont:uned so humiliating -a clausc as that which would
forbid 'all e\cept ‘a certain class of her citizens from entering
the ports of the United States. '

Certaln. it is that the United. States woild never sign such
a treaty even though the alternative be a devastating war.

The situation, so far as Japanese immigration is concerned,
will be in no wise changed through the substitution of this
new treaty for the ald one which was signed in 1894, when
Grover Cleveland .was President and TYvalter Q Gresham
Secretary of State. -
; There is nothing in that treaty which forblds immigration
of any character. There are no laws upon the statute books
of the United States to forbid this immigratlon, -The fact that

it is now being held down to an almost negative quantity is-

because the Japanese Government itself has undertaken  to
look after the matter for us and is doing it far better than

we could do it with our own immigration service for our-
selves,

The Japanesc of tlm undes:rahle class are not allowed to
leave home when their destination is known to be the United
States of America. ’

As- far as thc other changes in the treaty be concernedu—-
'Lhey are only those which the passing of sixteen years and the
marvelous changes which have taken place in Japan and in
Japan's relations with the rest of the world during that time
have made necessary.

© We must rcmembrr that the treaty now in force between

the United States and Japan was signed at a time when"

Japan had only emerf'ed from -an era {on which she was con-
sidered as 'a semi-barbarous nation through the defeat of
China, and that her treaty wlth us was signed after she had

negotiated similar treaties with all of the other powers of
the world. ®

Japan'has made great strides since that time. Not only
has shs defeated Russia in one of the great wars of history,
but she has also made marvelous progress in an industrial
and commercial way.

Of all the treaties which she signed after she first sought
to assume rank with the civilized natlons of the world in the
early ninetles, ours was the last to be ratified, and is conse-
quently the Jast to expire. ’

It has another year of life left, but Japah is desirous of_

reforming her tariff and iinancial systems and needs this
treaty before she can procced along these lines at home.
Accordingly, Japan has been urging the United States 'to

hasten this work, and although there is another year of life

left in the present: treaty, the new onc is the result.

We can seo no reason why It should not e signed. The
Japanese Government has frankly and in’a most practical wey
recogmized the fact that e certain class of her citizens are not
wanted here and that their attempts to £ind lodgment here
are the cause of ur‘avoldnble friction. .

Assurances have undoubtedly been given that the Japanese
Government will continue to sce to it that we are not so an-
noyed. If not, laws can be enacted that will cover the case.

The treaty has been favorably recommended By the Senate
Committea upon Foreign Affairs, following a statement by

Secretary of Staic Knox, and there is no reason why it should
not be adopted




